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LETTER L 

^r. Lovelace, To Jqhs Bs.LtoK'O, E^% 
Tutjdc^, May J. 

MERCUftV, as the Fabulifl tellt us, having 
the ccriofitjr to know the ellimatioa he flood 
ID among moiuh, dcfcendcd in difguifc, 
and, ia a Staiuarji's fliop, cheapened a Jupiter, thea 
a Juno, then one, then another, fti the Diimajorgsi 
and, at laft, aiked. What price that fame ftaiuc of 
Mercury bore i O Sir, fays the artill, buy one of the 
others, and I'll throw you in that for noihine- 

How (heepifh mud the God of thievct look, upon 
this rebuff to his vanity I 

So thou l-^A thouiand pounds would tliou give 
for the gofjd opinion of this fingle I-ady — To be only 
thought tolerably of, and not quite unworthy if her 
coDvcrfaticn, would make thee happ^- ■^^^ *^ ^itv 
\ag laA oight, Oi- rather this niQtnioZt \la.o\i UA^lt^ 
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me promift a few liaes to ^^B^jk^ to ht thee know 
ivhac (he thmkt of thee and oMiy Brethreoi 

Thy thou/anJtf(mnds\ Jack^ is ail thj own : F9f mqfi 

heartily dots Jhe £flih ye alt^Thee its much as any of 
the reft. 

I am forry for it too, as to thy part ; for two rea- 
fons — Onej that I think thy motive for thy curioiity 
vras Fear or. Confcioufnefs : Whereas that of the 
Arch-thief was Vanity, intolerable Vanity: And he 
was therefore juAly fent away with fblufh upon his 
cheeks to heaven, and could not brag — ^The cther^ 
that I am afraid, if fhe diflikes thee^ ihe dillikes me : 
For are we not birds of a feather ? 

I mufl never talk of Reformation, Oie told me, 
Iiaving foch companions, and taking fuch delight as 
I feemed to take, in their frothy convcrfation. 

I, no more than you. Jack, imagined fhe could 
poflibly like ye : But then, as my friends, I thought 
a perfon of her education would have been more {pa- 
ring of her cenfures. 

I don't know how it is, Belford j but women think 
themfelves intitled to take any freedoms with us, 
while wc arc unpolite, forfooth, and I can't tell what, 
if we don't tell a pack of curfed lies, arnd make black 
white, in their favour — teaching us to be hypo- 
crites, yet fligmatizing us> at other times, for decei- 
vers. 

I defended ye all as well as I could : But you know 
there was no attempting ought but a palliative defence, 
to one of her principles. 

I will fummarily give thee a few of my pleas. 

* To the pMre^ every little deviation feemed ofFen- 
' five : Yet I faw not, that there was any thing amifs 

* the whole evening, eiiher in the words or beha- 

* viour of any of my friends. Some people could 

* talk but upon one or iruo fubjefls : She upon every 

* one: No wonder, therefore, they talked to what 
' cb^F vndcr/lood beft j and 10 mere Objcfts of fenfe. 
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* Had die honoured us with more of hr convcrfa- 
^ tion^ {he would have been lefs difgufted with ours ; 

* for Hie faw how every one was prepared to admire 

* her whenever (he opened her lips* You, in par- 
^ ticular, had faid, when (he retired, that Virtue ic- 

* felf fpoke, when Qie fpoke : But that you had fuch 
' an awe upon you, after fhe had favoured us with 
' an obfervation or two on a fubjeA flarted, that 
' you fhould ever be afraid, in her company, to be 
' found mofi exceptionable^ when you intended to be 
' Uqfi fo/ 

Plainly, fhe faid| fhe neither liked my companions, 
nor the houfe (be was in. 

I liked not the houfe any more than fhe : Tho' the 
people were very obliging, and ihe had owned the^ 
were lefs exceptionable to herfelf, than the firft : And 
were we not about another of our own ? 

She did not like Mifs Partington — Let her fortune 
j>e what it would, and fhe had heard a great deal faid 
of her fortmie» fhe fhoiild not chufe ao indmacy with 
her. She thought it was a hardfhip to be put upoxx 
fuch a difficulty, as (he was put upon the preceding 
night, when there were lodgers in the front-houfe* 
whom they had reafon to be freer with, than, upoa 
fo fhort an acquaintance, with her. 

I pretended to be an utter flranger as to this par* 
ticular; and, when (he explained herfelf upon it, 
condemned Mrs. Sinclair's requefl, and called it a 
confident one. 

She, artfully, made lighter of her denial of the 
girl for a bedfellow, than (he thought of it. I could 
fee that ; for ic was plain, fhe fuppofed there was 
room for me to think fhe had been either over-nice^ 
or over'cautious, 

I offered to refent Mrs. Sinclair's freedom* 

No J there was no great matter in it. It was bcfl 
to let it pafs. It might be thought mote ^?Ltx^c^3^:l.^ 
in her to deny fucb a requeft, ihaa la l/lw»^\XiOwcc 
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to makt it, or in Mifs Partington to espe£b it to be 
complied with. But as the people below had a large 
acquaintance, (he did not knaw how often fhe mighi: 
have her retiremeots invaded, if fhe gave way. And 
indeed there were Levities ia the. behaviour of that 
young Lady,, which fhe could not fo far pafs^over as 
lo wifh an intknacy with her^ 

I faid, I lilccd Mifs Partington as little as^^ could. 
Mifs Partingron was a filly young creature; who' 
feemed too likely to juftify the waichfulncfs of her 
]|uardians over her. — But,, nevertheKfs,. as to her 
general converfation and behaviour laft night, I muA* 
pwn, that I thought the girl (for girl (he was, as to 
difcretioo) not exceptionable : only carrying herfelf 
like a free good-natured creature who believed heifctf. 
fccure in the honour of her company .^ 

It was very well faid of me, (he replied r But, If 
that young Lady were fo well faiisfied with hep com- 
pany, fhe muA needs fay, that I was very kind to fup«- 
po(e her fuch an innocent — For her own part, (he had 
feen nothing of the Loadon world r But thought, ihe 
xnuft tell me plainly, that (he never was in fuch com- 
pany in her life ; nor ever again wiihed to be in fuch. 

Tbcrey Btlfwd l—Worfc off than Mercury l^^ AH 
thou not P 

I was nettled. Hard woirid be the lot of more dif- 
creet women, as far as I knew, than Mifs Partington, 
^M* ^^^ ^^ ^ judged by fo rigid a virtue as hers. 

Not fo, ihefaidi But if I really faw nothing ex- 
jeptionable to a virtuotis mind, in that young perfon's 
jenaviour, n)y ignorance of better behaviour was^ 

^r ^^ k ^^^^^ ^*" °^^' ^^ pkiablc as hers : And it 
,^ ft ^'ftcd^ that minds fo paired, for thcii? 

o ^^^'* fliould never be fcperated. 

I A u ^' '^^^^ ^g^* h W ^fi^ritj / 
^c lib^ iicr heartily. But faid,, that I muft take 
► unch^^^- ^^ obfcrve, that good folks were generally 
•-^^itajjje, that, devU take mc^ if I would chufe 



Let. I • Ciarifia Harlowe. 7 

to be good, were the coafequeaces to be, that^I mnft 
think harldly of the whole world befidcs. 

She congratulated me upon my charity : But told 
me, that to enlarge her own^ {he hoped it would not 
be expefted of her to approve of the hw company I 
had brought her into la(V night. 

No exception f$r thee, Belfori ! -^Safe u thy thou/and 
pounds. 

I faw not, Ifaid, begging her pardon, that (he liked 
any-body ^Plain-dealing for plaki'dealingy yacky-^fFby 
then (bdjbe ahufe my friends .^j However, let me but 
know whom and what ilie did or did not like ; and^ 
if poflible, I would like and diflike the very fame per- 
fons and things. 

She bid me then, in a pet, dtfike myfelf^ 

Curfedjevere ! — Does fhe think Jhe muft not pay for 
it one day^ or one night ? — And if one, many } ibat*s 
my comfort* 

I was in fucb a train of being hajppy, I fald, before 
my earneftnef^ to procure her to lavour my friends 
with her company, that I wifhed the devil had had as 
well my friends as Mifs Fartingcon~-And yet I muft 
fay,, that I faw not how good people could anfwer 
half their end, which is to reform the wicked by pre«> 
cept as well as example, were they to> acco^npany only 
. with the good. 

I had like to have been blafled by two or three 
flafhes of lightning from her indignant eyes ^ and fhe 
turned fcorn fully from me, and retired to her owa^ 
apartment. 

Once more^ Jacky fafcy as thoufeefly i» thy tboufand 
pounds. 

She fays, I am not a polite man : But is (he, in the 
indaoce before us, more poUie for a woman f 

And now, doft thou not think, that I owe cn^ 
Charmer fotoe revenge for her crucU^ \ti o\>\\^vtfc%^wO!x 
a £ne ycmng creature, and fo 'vaft a fotlMivft, «^^^ 
Partington, to croud into a prcfs-bcd \9\vYwTiotc» ^^ 

B 4 ttC! 
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maid-fcrvant of the proud refufcr ? — Mifs Partington 
too (with* tears) declaring by Mrs. Sinclair, that would 
Mrs. Lovelace do her the honour of a vific at Barnet^ 
the beft bed and beft room in her guardian's houfe 
Ihould be at her fervice. Thinkefl thou, that I could 
not guefs at her difhonourablc fears of me? — That 
ihe appreheqdcd, that the fuppofed hujband would en- 
deavour to take poflefEon of his own F — And that 
Mifs Partington would be willing to contribute to fuch 
a piece of juftice ? 

' Thus, then, thou both remindeft, and dcfieft me. 
Charmer ! — And fince thou vtUcll more on t&y own 
precaution than upon my honour ^ be it unto thcCf 
fair one, as thou apprehended ! 

And now, Jack, let me know what thy opinion, 
and the opinions of thy brother-varlets^ are of my 
^loriana. 

I have juft nowheard, that Hannah hopes to be 
foon well enough to attend her young Lady, wheo ia 
London It feems the girl has had no phydcian. I 
muft fend her one, out of .pure Love and refpeft to 
her miftrcfs. Who knows but medicine may v/eaken 
nature, zndjirengthen the difeafe ? — As her malady 
is not iiftver, very likely it may do fo. — But perhaps 
the wench's hopes are too forward. Bluftering wea* 
fhtr in this month yet. — And that is bad for rheumatic 
complaints. 

L E T T E R IL 

iWir. Lovelace, Ta John Belford, Eff^ 

Tuefday^ May 2. 

JUST as ! had fealed up the inclofed, comes a Let- 
ter to my Beloved, in a cover to me, diredted to 
Lord M's. From whom, thinkefi thou ?-*-From 
Mrs. Howe ! — 

And what the contents ? 
. How fiiQuld I know, uolels the dear creature had 

com«^ 
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communicated them to me ? But a verj cruel Letter 
I believe it is, ^ the efe5f it had upon her. The 
tears ran down her cheeks as fhe read it ; and her 
colour changed feftral times. No end of her perfe- 
cutions, I think I 

« What a cruelty, in my fate!' faid the fweetla- 
menter. — * Now the onfy comfort of my life muft be 
• given up !* 

Mifs Howe's correfpofulencc, no doubf. 

But Jhould (he be fo much grieved at this ? This 
correfpondence was prohiUted before, and that, to 
the Daughter^ in the ftrongeft terms : But yet car- 
ried on by both ; altho* a brace of impeccahles^ an'C 
pleafe ye. Could they expe£t, that a Mother would 
not vindicate her authority ? — And finding her pro- 
hibition ineffcftual with her perverfc Daughter^ was 
it not reafonable to fuppofe (he would try what effeA 
it would have upon her Daughter^ friend ? — And 
now I believe the end will be efFeftually anfwered: 
. For my Beloved, I dare fay, will make a point of 
confciencc of it. 

I hate ^cruelty, efpecially m woman \ and (hould 
have been more concerned for this indancc of it in 
Mrs. Howe, had I not had a (Ironger inftaoce of the 
fame in my Beloved to Mifs Partington ; for how did 
(he know, fince fhe was fo much afraid for herfelf^ 
whom Dorcas might let in to that innocent and kfs 
'watchful young Lady ? But ncvcrthelefs I muft needs 
own, that I am not very forry for this prohibition, let 
it originally come from the HarhweSy or from whom 
it will I becanfe I make no doubt, that it is owing to 
Mifs Howe, in a great meafure, that my Beloved is fo 
much upon her guard, and thinks fo hardly of me. 
And who can tell, ar charaElers here are fo tender j 
zxidifome difi^uifes foflimfy^ what confcc^acnces ml^lxt 
ioWow this undatifvd correfpondence >.—\tvj* x\it.t^ 
fore, lam not forry for it: Now v\\\ (ht tiOxVvVQ' 
Mn/'bodfto compare notes wiih ; Aa^-\)od^ to A^a^^ 
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lier r And I may be faved the guilt and difobligatioo 
of infpeAiQg into a correfpondence that has long made 
me uneafy. 

How every-thing works for loe ^ — Why will this 
charming Creature make fuch contrivances neceflary^ 
as will encreafe my trouble, and my guilt too, u fbme 
would account it f But why, rather I fhould afl:, will- 
ihe fight againft her Stars ? 

L E T T E R m. 
iKTr. Belford, To Robert Lotelacs, EJq^y, 

Edgwar^, Tuefday Nighty May 2.. 

WItlK)Ut flaying for the promifed Letter from you 
to inform us what the Lady fays of us^ I write 
to tell youy That we are all of o/ir opinion with re- 
gard to her ; whkh is» that there is i>ot of her age 
a finer woman in the worlds as to hen undeiikand- 
ing* As for her perfbn, (he is at the age of bloom, 
and an admirable creature 'y a perfect Beaqcy : But 
this ^MT^r praife, a mao, who has been honoured 
with her converfation, can hardly deikend to give;., 
and yet (he was brought amoogft us contrary to htr 
will. 

Permit me» dear Lovelace, to be a< means of (aving 
this excellent creature from the dangers ihe hourly 
runs from the mo& plotting heart in the woi Id. In a. 
former, I pleaded your own family » Lord M's wiihcs 
particularly; and then Ihad.not ieen her :.But, now, 
I join her fake, tttiour*Si tikcy. motives of j\ifi:ice, ge- 
nerofity, gratitude,, and humanity^ which are all con- 
cerned in the prefeivaiion of fo line a woman. Thou 
knoweil not the anguifh I ibould have had. (whence 
arifing, I cannot device) had L not known before I fet 
out this morning,, that the incomparable creature had 
difappointed thee in thy curfed view of getting her to 
admit the fpecious Partington for a bedfellow. 

I have done nothing but talk of this Laclj^ ever fince 

I taw 
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I f-iw her. There 11 fomtihlng fiawfuf, andyety^ 
fsueet, in her afpcA, that were I to have the Vnrtues 
and the Graces all drawn in one piece^ they (hoold** 
be taken, every one of them, frosi different airs and 
attitudes in her. She was- born to adorn the age ihe 
wa» given to, and would be an ornament to the &rft 
dignity. What a piercing,, yet gentle eye $, every 
glance, I thought tningled whhLoveand Fear of youl 
What a fweet fmile darting throtigh the cloud thar 
oveifpread her ^r face, demonftrating that ihe had 
more apprehenfions and grief at her heart, than (he 
cared to exprcfs I 

Tou may think what Fam going to write toofligh* 
ty ; but, by my faith^ I have conceived fuch a pro- 
found reverence for her fenfe and judgment, that far 
from thinking the man excufeable who fhould treat 
her bafcly, I am ready to regret that fuch an angel of' 
a woman fhould even marry. She is in my eye all 
mind : And were (he to meet whh a maoall mind 
likewife, why fhould the charming qualities- fbc is*- 
miftrefs of, be endangered? Why (houid-fuch an an»- 
gel be plunged fo low as into the vulgar offices of do- 
mellic life ? Were (he mine, I fhould hardly wilh to- 
fee her a Mother, unlefs there were a kind of moral 
certainty, that Minds like hers could be propagated* 
For why, in (hort,. (hould not the work of Bodies be 
left to mere Bodies ? I know, that you yourfelf have 
an opinion of her little lefs exalted.. Belton, Mow- 
bray» Tourville, are all of my mind ; are full of her 
praifes ; and fv^ear, it would be a million of pities to 
ruin a woman in whofe fail none but devils can re* 
joice. 

What mud that merit and excellence be which can 
extort this from us, free livers, like yourfelf, and all 
of us your partial friends, who have joined with you in 
your juft rcfentments againft the reft of her family, 
and offered our afSftaoce -to execute your vengeance 
OD them i But we csjooor think it rcafouab\C) \!ti%\^o>3i 
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fhould puni(b an ioDOcent creature^ who loves you fa 
vell> and who is in yoar prou^Uon, and has fufFered 
fo much for you» for the fauhs of her relations. 

And here, kt n>e put a ferious queftion or two. 
Thiokdft thoui truly admirable as this Lady ia^ that 
the end thou p^pofeft to thyfelf, if obtained, is an- 
fwerable to the tmans^ to the trouble thou giveft thy* 
feify and to the per^dies, tricks^ ftraugems, and con-- 
trivances thou haft already been guilty of, and ftiil 
medkatcd I In every real excellence fbe furpaHes all 
her Sex. But in the article thou feekeft to fubdue 
her for^ a mere Senfualid, a Partington^ a Horton,, 
a. Martin^ would make a Stnfualift, athoufand times 
happier than (he either will or can. 

Hvjeet are thejQys that come vnth mllingne/s. 

And wouldft thou make her unhappy for her whole 
life^ and thy/elf not happy for a fiogle moment i 

. Hitherto, it is not too late ;. and that perhaps'is 
as much as can be faid^ if thou meaneft to preferve 
her efteem and good opiaion^ as well as perfon ; for I 
think it is impoffible (he can get out of thy hands 
aaw £he is in this curfed houfc O that damo'd hy» 
pocritical Sinclair^ as thou calleft her i How was it 
poffible (he (bould behave fo fpeciouily as (be did all 
the time the Lady ftaid with us ! — Be honefV^ and 
marry ^ and be thankful^ that (he will condefcend to 
haiK thee. If thou doft not> thou wilt be the wor(k 
e( men ; and will be condemned in this world and 
the next : As I am fure thou oughteft, and ifacnildeft 
tooj, wert thou to be judged by one^ who never before 
was fo much touched in a woman's favour : And wiiom 
thou knoweft to be 

Ithy partial Friend^ 

J. BELFCmi>. 

Our companions con&nted, that I (hould wi hdra^v 
la wf ite ta the above effedt^ They can maks 
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notbiDg of die cluurtAers w« write in ; To I read 
this CO them* Thej approve of it : aod of their 
own motioD each mao would fee his name to if. 
I would not delay fendiog it, for fear of fome 
deteftaUe icheme taking pbce. 

Thomas Belton. 

Richard Mow^riLt. 

James Touryille. 

Juft now are brought me both yours. I vary not 
my opinion, nor forbear my earneft prayers to 
you in her behalf* notwithflanding her diflikc 
of me» 

LETTER IV. 

il^r.LOTELACE^ To JOHK^ELFORDy E/qi 

Weimfdayf May 3* 

WH E N I have already taken pains to acquaint 
thee in full with my views, defigns, and rer 
folutionsy with regard to this admirable woman, It 
is very extraordinary, that thou ihouldft vapour as 
thou doft in her behalf, when I have made no trials 
ao attempt : And yet, givcft it as thy opinion in a 
former Letter, that advantage ■ m^zjr ^^ taken of the 
fituation fiie isin ; and that &e may h overcome^ 

Moft of the reflexions, particularly that which 
refpcAs the difference as to the joys to be given by 
tbe Virtuous and the Libertine of the Sex, are fitter 
10 come in as after-reflexions, than as antecedencies^ » 

I own with thee^ and with the poet, Thatfweet are 
the joys that come, with willingne/s — But is it to be 
expeXed, that a woman of education y and a lover of 
forms^ will yield before Ihe is attacked ? And have I 
fo much as fummoi^ed This to iurrender ? I doubt 
sot but I fhail meet with difficulty^ I muft therefore 
make my firft effort by lurprife. There may poffibly 
be fome triult^ iieccSkKy : But thue m^'j \^^ c^ti^eta 
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mflmggky there mtf be yUUmg in re^anee. But 
the firft conflidt over, whether the followiu may aot 
be weaker and weaker, till iviUingnefi eniuei is the 

Eoiiu to be tried*. I will illuftrate what I have faid 
7 the Simile of a Bird new-caught. We begin, when 
Boys^. with Birds ; and, when grown up, go on to 
Women I and both, perhaps, in turn, experience 
our fportiFe cruelty- 
Haft thou not obferved' the charming gradations 
bj which the enfnared Volatile has beei^ brought to 
bear with its new condition I Hbw, at fird^ refbfing 
all fuftenance,. it beats^ and bruifcs itfelf againft its 
wires, till it makes its gay plumage fly about, and 
overfpread itir well-secured^ cage. Now it gets out 
its head \ fticking only at its beautiful fhoulders : 
Then,, with difficulty^ drawing back its head, it gafps 
fer breath ; and, eredtedly perched, with meditating 
cyesy firft furreys, and then attempts, its wired cano-, 
py. As it gets breath, whh renewed rage, it beats 
and bruifes again its pretty head and fides, bites the 
wires, and pecks at the fingers of its delighted tamer. 
Till at laft, Ending it4 efforts ineffeftuai, quite tired 
and breathlefs, 4t lays itfclf down and pants at the 
iKittom of the cage, feeming to bemoan its cruel fate, 
and forfeited liberty. And after a few days ftrug* 
gles to efcape, ftill diminiihing as k finds it to no- pur- 
pose to attempt it, its new habitation becomes fami- 
liar ^ and it hops about from perch-to perch, refumes 
its wonted chearfulne fs, and every day fings a foog to 
•mufe itfelf, and reward its keeper. 
• Now, let me tell thee, that I have known a Bird 
afiually ftarve itfelf,. and die with grief, at its being 
caught and caged.. But never did I meet with a Wo- 
man, who was fo filJy.— Yet have I heard the dear 
fouls moft vehemently threaten their owa lives on 
fuch an occafion. But it is faying nothing in a Wo- 
man *s favour, if we do not allow her to have more 
fen/4 then a Bird. And yet we muft all own, that 
''' ''f more dJM^uh to QSittk a Mird than a ladj^ 
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To parfne die compaFifoo — 1£ the difappoioCmeat 
of the captivated Lady be very great, (he will threa- 
teo» indeied}^ a» I faid : She will even> refuie her fuf- 
tenaace for fome time, efpecially if jou entreat her 
inuch», and (he thioks (he giviK you^concero by her 
lefulaU But then the Stomach of the dear fuUea. 
one wiU icon retnriH Tis pretcy to fee how fbe 
comes- to by degrees i. Preflcd by appetite, (he will 
firft ftealy perhapsj. a weeping morlei by herfelf ; then 
be brought to piddel and figh>. and^figh and piddle^. 
be£3re you ;^ now-and-then, if her luaods be unfa- 
Toury^ fwallowing with them acelifhing tear or two:. 
Then (he comes ta eat and driok, to oblige you :. 
Then refolves toJivf^.for your fake:. Her exdama^ 
taons will, in the next place, be turned into blandi(h* 
ments ; her vehement upbraidings into genile mur- 
muring — ffow dar£ you,. Traitor I — ii^to How cou/d 
jouy deareft ? She will draw vou to h^i% ini^ead of 
pu(hing you from her : No l^afnger, with on(heath&d 
daws, will (he reSik you ; but, like a pretty, playful^, 
wanton Kitten, whh gentle paws, and cuocealed 
talons^ tap your cheek, and with intermingled fmiles, 
and tears, and carcfies, implore your confideratioa 
ficiE her, and your c^nftancy : AH the favour Ihe then 
has to a(k of you ! — And this is the time, were it 

fhren to man to confine himielf to one object to be 
appier every day than other* 
Now, Belford, were I to go no further than I 
have gone with my beloved Mifs Harlowe, how (hall 
L know the difiercnce between her aud another bird I 
To let her fly now, what a pretty jeft would that be i 
— How do I know, except I try,i whether (he may 
not be brought to (ing me a fine foog, and to be as 
well contented as I have brought other birds, to be, 
and very (hy ones too ? 

But now let us reflect a little upon the confound- 
ed partiality of us human creatures*- I can give two 

5 « 
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or three familiar, and if they were not/amiKar, they 
would htjhocking inftances or the cruelty bothof nnea 
and women, with refpeft to other creatures^ perhaps 
as worthy as (at \tzfi more innocent than) themfelves. 
By my 8ouU Jack, ilKre is more of the Savage in 
human nature than we are commonly aware of. Nor 
is it, after all, fo much anifs, that we fomctimes 
avenge the more innocent animab upon our own 
fpecics. 

To particulars ; 

How ufoal a thing is it for women as well as men, 
without the leaft remorfe, to enfnare, to cage, aqd 
torment, and even with burning knitting-needles to 

Siut out the eyes of the poor feather'd fongfter fThou 
eeft I have not yet done with Urds]; which, 
however, in proportion to its^ulk, has more life than 
themfelves (for a bird is all Soul) ; and of confe 
quence has as much feeliHg as the human creature I 
When at the fame time, if an honeft fellow, by the 
gentieft perfuafion, and the fofteft arts, has the good 
hick to prevail upon amewV up Lady to countenance 
her own efcape, and fhe confents to break cage, and 
be fet a flying into the all-chearing air of liberty, 
Mercy on us ! what an Outcry is generally ^raifed a- 
gamft him ! 

Jufl like what you and I once faw raifed in a paltiy 
village near Chelmsford, after a poor hungry fox, 
who, watching his opportunity^ had feixed ny the 
neck, and (houldered, a fleek*feathered goofe; At 
what time we beheld the whole vicinage of boys 
and girls, old men, and old women, all the furrows 
and wrinkles of the latter filled up with malice for 
the time \ the old men aroded with prongs, pitch- 
forks, clubs, and caifticks \ the old women with 
mops, brooms, fire-£hovels, tongs, and pokers \ 
and the younger fry with dirt, (lones, and brick- 
bats, gathering as they ran like a fnowball, in pur- 
fuit of the wind outftripping prowler 9 all the mon- 
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grcl curs of the circunyacencies yelp, yelp, yelp, at 
their heels, completing the horrid chorus. 

Remembreft thou not this fcene ? Surely thou 
muft. My imagination, inflamed by a tender fym- 
pathy for the danger of the adventurous marauder^ 
reprefents it to my eye, as if it were but yefterday* 
And doft thou not recoIkA how generoufly glad 
we were^ as if our own cafe, that honeft Reynard, 
by the help of a lucky ftile, over which both old 
and young tumbled upon one another, and a wind- 
ing courie, efcaped their brutal fury, and flying 
catAicks ; and how, in fancy, we followed him to 
his undifcovered retreat; and imagined we beheld 
the intrepid thief enjoying bis dear-earned purchafe 
with a delight proportioned to his paft danger ? 

I once made a charming little favage feverely 
repent the delight ihe took in feeing her tabby fa- 
Tourtte make crud fport with a pretty fleek bead- 
eyed moufe, before ihe devoured it. Egad, my 
Love, faki I to myfelf, as I fat meditating the 
fcene, I am determineJ to lie in wait for a fit op- 
portunity to try how thou wilt like to be toiled over 
n^ head, and be caught again : How thou wilt like 
to be patted from me, and pulled to me. Tet will * 
I rather give life than take it away, as this barba- 
rous quadruped has at laft done by her prey. And 
after all was over between my girl and me, I re- 
minded -her of the incident to which my rcfolution 
was owing* 

Nor had I at another time any mercy upon the 
daughter of an old Epicure, who had taught the 
girl, without the lead remorfe, to roaft Lobftert 
alive I to caufe a poor Pig to be whipt to death ; to 
fcrape Carp the contrary way of the fcales^ making 
them leap in the flew-pan, and dreffing them ia 
their own blood for fa wee. And this iov \\v^\vt^* 
fake, and to provoke an appetite \ wVi\c\v \ Vv^^ 
wjihout fimuJadon, in my vrsLv^ and lli^Ltl «ti vOf 
tUcc M If cry ravenous one. V^^^ 
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Many more inft<inces of the like nature could I 
givej were I to leave Qothiag to thyfelf, to flievr 
that the bed take the £^^t liberties, and perhaps 
worfe, with fome fort of creatures, that wc take 
with others; all creatures IHlll aad creatures too^ 
as I have obferved above, replete wiih ftrong lifci 
and fenfible feeling! — \£ therefore people pretend 
to nvercy, let mercy go thro' all their aftlons. I 
have read fomewhere. That a nurcifuL man U merd' 
fnl to bis beafi*. 

So much at prefent for thofe parts of thy Letter 
in which thoa Qrg|!A to. me motives of compaffion for 
the Lady* 

But I guefi at thy principaT motive m thia thy ear- 
Bcdnefs in behalf of this charming creature. I know 
that thou correfpondeft with Lord M. who is impa- 
tient, and has long beea defirous^ to fee me (hackled. 
And thou wanteft to make a merit with the Unclci 
with a view to one of his Nieces.. But knoweft thoa 
not^ that my conjent wUl be warning to con^lete thy 
ivifhes \ — And what a commendation will it be (U 
thee to fuch a ^irl as Charlotte, when I Aall aCf 
quaint her with the afiPront thou putteft upon the 
whole Ses,. by afking, Wbetber I think my rewarJt 
tvben I bave Juhdued tbe moft cbarmmg woman in tbi 
v/orUt, wiU be equal to my troubUl — Which,, thinkefl 
thou, will a woman^of fpirit {boned forgive ;. the un* 
dervaluing varlct who can futfuch a qiiefiion \ or him 
mho prefers the purfuit and conqueji rfajinewomai 
to all tbe joys of Hfei Have I not known even a vk 
tuous woman f as fhe would be thought, vow ever 
lading antipathy to a man who gave out, that flu 
was too old for him to attempt ^ And did not Eflex.' 
peribnal reflexion on Queen Elizabeth, that flie wa 
old and crooked^ contribute more to his ruin» than hi 
treafon i 

But another word or two, as to thy obje^Uon tt 
iMtiog^ to my Trouble and Reward. 
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» not the keen fox-hunter endanger his neck 
is bones in purfuit of a veraiin, which* whea 
^ is neither fit food foe men nor dogs ? 
3 not the hunters of the noble game value the 
n lefs than the fport ? 

17 then (hould I be refieAed upon, and the Sex> 
ted, for my patience an J perfeverance in the moft 
of all chaces ; and for not being a poacher ia 
y as thy quefiion may be made to imply ? 
rn of thy Maftcr, for the future, to treat more 
IfuUy a Sex that yields us our principal diver* 
and delights. 
»ceed anon*. 



LETTER V. 

T^r. Lovelace. In Cmtinuation,. 
CLL fayeft thou, that mine is the mqft pbtting 
bmrt in the world* Thou doft me honour ; and 
ik thee heartily. Thou art no bad judge. Hovr 
Joileau's parfon, I ft rut behind my double chin! 
not obliged to deferve thy compliment ? And 
1ft thou have me repent: of a murder before I 
committed it ? 

The Virtues and Graces are this Lady's hahd- 

idr. She was certainly born to adorn the age 

was given to.' — Well faid. Jack — * And would 

an ornament to the firft dignity.' But what 
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to renounce me ; the little confidence (he places in \ 
me, intiilc me to afk, What merit can ihe have ^ 
y9\x\i a man, who won her in fpite of herfelf ; and ^ 
who fairly, in fet and obAinate battle, took her pri- ^ 
foner ? , ^■ 

As to what thou infcrrcfl: from her Eye when with ^ 
us, thou knoweft nothing of her Heart from that, if '? 
thou imagineft there was one glance of Love ihot ^ 
from it. Well did I note her eye, and plainly did I ' 
fee, that it was all but juft civil difgufl: to me and to ' 
the company I had brought her into. Her early re- 
tiring that night, againd all entreaty, might have con- 
vinced thee, that there was very little of the gentle in 
her heart for me. And her Eye never knew what it 
was to contradiA her Heart. 

She is, thou fayeft, AUmind- So fay I. But why 
(houldft thou imagine, that fuch a mind as hers, 
meeting with fuch a one as mine \ and, to dwell 
upon the word, meeting with an inclination ia hcvs \ 
fhould not propagate minds like her own ? 

Were I to take thy i[^upid advice, and marry ; what 
ft figure ihould I make in Raki(h annals ! The Lady 
in my power : Yet not having intended to put herfelf 
in my power : Declaring againft Lov^,and a Rebel to 
it : So much open-eyed caution : No confidence in 
my honour : Her family expefting the worft k^tb 

EafTed ; herfelf feeming to expert that the worft will 
e attempted: [Prifcilla Partington for that I-J 
What ! wouldft thou have me a£t in char2^£ter ? 

But why calleft thou the Lady innocent ? Apd why 
fayft thou Jhe loves me / 

By innocent, with regard to me, and not taken 
as a general character, I muft infift upon it, fhe is 
not innocent. Can Jhe be innocent, who, by wifti- 
ing to ihackle tpe in the prime and glory of my 
youth, with fuch a capacity as I have for noble 
mifchief (a), would make my perdition more cer- 

taio^ 
^aj See Vol III. Letter xix. '^ix%y^> \. 
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tain, were I to break, as I doubt I fbould, the 
moft folemn vow I could oiake i I fay, no man 
ought to take even a common oath, who thinks- 
he cannot keep it. This is confcience ! This is 
honour ! — And when I think I can keep the Mar- 
riage-vow^ then will it be time to marry. 

No doubt of it, as thou fayeft, the devils would 
rejoice in the fall of fuch a woman. But this is my 
confidence, that I (hall have it in my power to marry 
when I will. And if I do her this jufiice^ fhall I not 
have a claim to her gratitude P And will fhe not thiuk 
herfelf the Obliged, rather than the Obliger ? Then, 
let me tell thee, Bcliford, it is impoffible fo far to hurt 
the morals 0/ this Ladjiy as thou and thy brother-var« 
Ida have hurt ochers of the Sex, who now are cading 
about the town firebrands and double death. Take^ 
jc that thUlle to mumble upon. 

A SHORT interruption. I now refume. 

That the morals of this Lady cannot fail, is a con- 
fideratioa that will lefien the guilt on both fide«. 
Aqd if, when fubdued, fhe knows but how to mid- 
dle the ikiatter between Virtue and Love, then will 
file be a Wife for me s For already I am con- 
vioced^ that there is not a woman in the world that 
is Love-projf aud Plot-proof, if the be not the 
perfon. 

And now imagine (the charmer overcome) thou 
I fccft me fitting fu^nnely crofs-kneed, reclining on 
my fwi^a, the god of Love dancing in mine eyes, and 
rejoicing in every mantling feature ^ the fweet 
rogue, late fuch a proud rogue, wholly in my power, 
moving up flowly to me, at my back, with hea- 
viug fighs, half- pronounced ubraidings from mur- 
muring lips, her finger in her eye, and quickening 
her pace at my Come hither^ Deareji ? 

On^ hand ftuck in my fide, the other exxtti^tdk 
10 cncovrage her baihful approach— Ki/i me, Lo-ue I 
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Sweety as Jade BcHord fays, «r/ tie jojs tbti \m 

ctmu with viillingnifs. im 

She tenders her purple month t^^cr coral lips 

will be purple then. Jack 1 J: Sigh not fo deeply^ ir 

my Beloved !*— Happier hours anvaic thy humble ^ 

love, than did thy proud refiftancc. ^ 

Once more bend to my ardent lips the fwaoflf % 

•gfoffinefs of a neck late fo ftauly. — 'v\ 

There's my precious ! — 

Again ! — 

Obliging Lovelinefs !— 

O my ever-blooming Glory !— I have tryM thee 
enough. To-morrow's Sun — 

Then I rife^ and fold to my almoft-talking heait 
the throbbing-bofom'd Charmer. 

And now (hall thy humbled pride cgofefi ki 
^ligation to me {-^ 

To-n?orrow'8 Sun— ^And then I difcngage my^ 
ielf from the bafhfui Pailive, and Halk abSut the 
room — To-morrow's Sun (hall ' gild the Altar at 
which my tows (hall be paid thee ! 

Then, Jack, the rapture J then the darted fuo 
beams from her gladdened eye, drinking up at «tte 
£p, the precious diilillation from the pearMropt 
check! Then hands ardently folded, eyes Teeming 
to pronounce, God blels my Lovelace ! to fiipply 
the joy-locked tongue: Her tranfports too ftrong, 
and exprci&on too weak, to give utterance to her 
grateful meanings ! — All — All the ftudies — AH 
the (Indies of her future life vowed and devoted 
(when (he can fpeak) to acknowlege and return 
the perpetuated obligation ! 

If I could bring my Chartner to this, would it 
not be the Eligible of Eligibles P^-Is it aot worth 
trying for ? — As I faid, I can marry her when I wilL 
She can be nobody's but mine, neither for fbame, 
nor by choice, nor yet by addrefs : For who, thac 
knows my character, believes that the worft flxe 
dreads, i$ mw to be divaded i i 
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I have the higheft opinion that man can have (thou 
jknoweft I have) of the merit and perfections of this 
il admirable woman 4 of her virtue and honour too | 
ildio' thoMj in a former^ art of opinion, chat (he maj^ 
k overcome (aj. Am I not therefore obliged to go 
brther^ in order to contradiA thee^ and, as I have 
often urged, to be/ure^ that fke is what I really think 
bar to be, and, if I am ever to marry her, hope to 
find her ? 

Then this Lady is a miftrefs of our paffions : No 
one ever had to fo much perfection the heart of mo« 
ting. This all her family knew, and have equally 
feared and revered her for it. This I knew too ; 
and doubt not more and more Co experience. How 
charmingly muft this divine creature warble forth (if 
a proper occaiion be given) her melodious Elegiacs ! — 
Infinite beauties are there in a weeping eye. I firft 
taught the two nymphs below to diftingunh the feve- 
ral accents of the Lamentable in a new fubjeCt, and how 
admirably fome, more than others^ become their di* 
flrefles. 

But to return to fhy objections-— Thou wilt per* 
haps tell me> in the names of thy Brethren, as well as 
in thy own name. That among all the objects of your 
refpe£tive attempts, there was not one of the rank and 
iDerit of my charming Mifs Harlowe. 

But let me aik. Has it not been a conftant maxim 
with us^ that the greater the merit on the woman's 
fide, the nobler the victory on the man's ? And as to 
rank^ fenfe of honour, fenfe of ihame, pride of fa- 
mily, may make rifled rank get up, and fliake itfelf 
to rights : And if any thing come of it, fuch a one 
may fiiffer only in her pride, by being obliged to 
take up with a fecond-rate match inftead of a firft ; 
and, as it may fall out, he the happier as well as the 
more u/eful, for the mifadventure \ fince (taken oiF 
of her pubUc gaddings, and domefticated by her dif- 

/V See Vol. JJL Icttor alvii. Paxagr. 9^ 
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grace) (he^will have reafon to think herfelf obliged 
to the man who has faved her homfurthir reproach; 
while her fortune and alliance will laj an obligation up* 
on him\ and her pad fall^ if fhe have prudence and 
confcioufnefs, will be his prefent and future fecusity. 

But a poor girl [Such a one as my Rojebud for in* 
fiance] having no recalls from education; being 
driven out of every family that pretends to reputa- 
tion ; perfccuted moft perhaps by fuch as have only 
kept their fecret better \ and having no refuge to fly 
to— The Common, the Stews^ the Street^ is the fate 
of fuch a poor wretch; Penury, Want, and Difeafe, 
her fure attendants; and untimely End perhaps do- 
fes the miferable fcene. 

And will you not now all join to fay, that it is 
more manly to attack a Lion than a Sheep ? — ^Thou 
knoweft, that I always iliuftrated my £a^lc(bip, by 
aiming at the noblell quarries ; and by diidaining to 
make a (loop at wrens, phvi-iits (d)^ and wag-tails* 

The worft refpefting myfelf, in the cafe before me, 
is, that my triumph, when completed, will be To glo- 
rious a one, that I fhall never be able to keep up to 
it. All my future attempts muA be poor to this. I 
fiiall be as unhappy, after a while, from my reflec- 
tions upon this conquefl:, as Don John of i^uftria 
was, in his, on the renowned viAory of Lepanto, 
when he found that none of his future achievements 
could keep pace with his early glory, 

I am fenfible, that my pleas and my reafonings may 
be eafily anfwered, and perhaps juftly cenfured ; but 
by whom cenfured ? Not by any of the Conf raternity, 
whofe conflant couri'e of life, even long before I 
became your Genera), to thid hour, has jufUfied what 
ye now, in a flc of fqeamiihnefs, and thro* envy, 

condemn* 

(a) PbyUtits, q. d. PbyO'ts tiis^ in o|^ofiti(m to Tomi'ts, It 

needs not now be obferved, that Mr. Lovelace, in the wanton 

^dhty of hit heart, often takes liberties of coining words and phrafes 

*nhi's Letters to this bis familiar fncnd. Set Yii* VaAicifiw I*^fcu 

^britia Vol 111. hetiet 2si. Pirag. «jilf|>e«uh» 
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condemn. Having therefore viadjcated myfclf and 
my intentions to You, that is all I am at prclcnt con* 

ceraed for. 

Be convinced then, that /, (according to our prin- 
ciples) am right, thou wrong \ or, at Icaft, be filent. 
But I command thee to be convinced. And in thy oexr^ 
be Aire to tell me that thoa art. 

LETTER VI. 

Mr. Belfo&d, To Rob-ert Lovelace, Efy: 

Edgware^ Thurfday^ May 4. 

Know that thou art fo abandoned a man» that to 

give thee the beft reafons in the world againft 
what thou haft once refolved upon, will be but aft 
log the madman whom once we faw trying to buftet 
down a huriiicane with bis hat. I hope, however, 
that the Lady's merit will flill avail her with thee. 
But if thou perfifteft \ if thou wilt avenge thyfelf on 
this fweet Lamb, which thou haft fingled out from 
a flock thou hateft, for the faults of the Dogs who 
kept it : If thou art not to be moved by Beauty, by 
Learning, by Prudence, by Innocence, all fhining out 
m oae cbarmtng objedt % but fhe muft fall, fall by 
the man whom fhe has chofen for her protect 
tor; I would not for a thou&nd worlds have thy crime 
to anfwer for. 

Upon my faiih, Lovelace, the fubjeft flicks with 
me, notwithftanding I find I have not the honour of 
the Lady's good opinion. And the more, when I 
refleft upon her Father's brutal curfe, and the vil- 
lainous hard-heartednefs of all her family. But 
ncverthelefs, 1 fhould be defirous to know {tf thou 
wilt proceed) by yfhzt gradations, ans, and contri- 
vances, thou etFefteft thy ingrateful puA'-pofe. And, 
O Lovelace, I conjure thee, if thou i.ri a tnaii^ let 
not the fpccious devils thou haft broug^Vu V*w TxmoTvj^^ 
be fv£Fered to triumph over her : uor mvAit ^CkCv v\vc 

Vol. IV. Q hVc;\vi 
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'^\€Am oi unmanly wrtijlcei If flie yield to fair fe- 
du^hnst >f I may fo exprefs myfelf ; if thou canft raifc 
« weaknefs in her by Love, or by arts not inhuman ; 
IHhail the lefs pity her : And Ihall then conclude, 
that there is not a woman in the world who can refift 
a bold and refolote Lover. 

A meflengcr is juft now arrived from my Uncle. 
The mortification^ it feems, is got to his knee ; and 
the furgeons de^are, that he cannot live many days. 
He therefore wfends for me directly, with thefe fhock- 
ing words, That I will come and doje his eyes. My 
iervant or his muft in necefTity be in town etery day 
on his cafe, or on other affairs; and one of them fhall 
regularly attcpd you for any Letter or Commands. It 
will be vcharity to write to me as often as you can. For 
altho' I<am likely to be a confiderable gainer by the 
poor man's death, yet I cannot fay, that I at all love 
thefe fcenes of Death and the Do£lor fo near me. The 
DoR^t and Death I ihould have faid ; for that's the 
natural order, and, generally fpeaking, the one is bat 
the harbinger to the other. 

If therefore you decline to oblige me, I (hall think 
you are difpleafcd with my freedom. But let me tell 
you at the fame time, that no man has a right to be 
difpleafcd at freedoms taken with him for faults he is 
.not afhamed to be guilty of. 

J. Belford. 

LETTER VII. 

ik/i/i Clarissa Harlow E., TbTlfj^HowE. 

T THANK you and Mr. Hickman for his Letter, 
^ fent me with fuch kind expedition ; and pro- 
ceed to obey my dear menacing tyrannefs* 

She then gives the fafticulars of what pajfed between 
herfelf and Mr, Lovelace on Tuefiay mornings in 
r^/aticm to his four friends% and to Mifs Parting- 
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ton, pretty much to, the fame effect as in Mr. Love^ 
lace's Letter^ N^ i. /tnd then proceeds : 

He is conftantlyaccufiog me of ovcr-fcrupuloufneft. 
He fays^ ' I am always out of humour with him : 
^ That I could not have behaved more refervedly to 

* Mr. Solmes: And that it is contrary to all his hopes 

* and notions, that he ihould not, In fo long a time, 
^ find himfelf able to infpire the peribn whom he 
'lK)psd fo Toon to have tho honour to call his, with 
'the kaft diftinguifhiag teodernefs for him before- 
' hand.' 

Silly and partial encroacher ! not to know to what 
to attribute the referve ^ am forced to treat him with! 
Bat his Pride has eaten up his Prudence. 1 1 is in- 
deed a dirty low pride, that hasfwallowed up ihztrue 
pride^ which (hould have fet him above the vanity 
that has over-run him. 

Yet he pretends that he has no pride but m 
obliging me: And is always talking of his reverence 
and humility, and fuch fort of fluff: But of this I 
am fure, that he has, as I obfervcd the firft time Ifaw 
him (a), too much regard to his own perfon, greatly 
to value that of liis Wife, marry he whom he will : 
And I muft be blind, if I did not fee, that he is ex- 
ceedingly vain of his external advantages, and of that 
Addrefs, which, if it has any merk in it to an out- 
ward eye, is perhaps owing more to his confidence, 
, than to an) -thing elfe. 
1 Have you not beheld the man, when I was your 

I happy gueft, as he walked to his chariot, looking 
about him, as if to obferve what eyes his fpecious 
perfon and air had attracted ? 

fBui indeed wc have fome homely coxcombs as proud 
as if they had perfons to be proud of ; at the fame time 
that it was apparent, thai the pains they took aiboVit 
• Ihemfclvei but the shore expofed ihe\r dcit&s. 

C 2 ^ 
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The man who is fond of being thought more or bet- 
ter than he «J, as I have often obferved, but provokes 
a fcrutiny into his pretenfions ; and that generally pro- \ 
^ijccs contempt. For pride, as I believe I have here- ; 
tf »fore faid, is. an infallible fign of weakncfs ; of fome- 
tlj':ng wrong in the head or hearty or in both. He that ex- 
alts himfelf, infults his neighbour ; who is provoked to 
queflion in him even that merit, which, were he mo* 
deO, would perhaps be allowed cu be his due. 

You will fay, that I ara^vcry grave : And fo I am. 

Mr. Lovelace is extremely funk in my opinion fince 
Monday night: Nor fee I before me any -thing that 
can afford me a pleafing hope. For what, with a 
mind fo unequal as his, can be my befl hope ? 

I think I mentioned to you, in my former, that my 
clothes were brought me. You flucrercd me ib, that 
1 am not fure I did. But I know I defigned to men- 
tion that they were. They were brought mc on 
Thurfday j but neither my few guineas with them, 
nor any of my books, except a Drexelius on Eternity^ 
the good old PraEiice of Piety y and a Francis Spira. 
My Brother's wit, I fuppofe. He thinks he does 
well to point out death and defpair to me. I wifh 
for the one, and every now-and-then am on the brink 
of the other. 

You will the lefs wonder at my being fo very fo- 
lemna when, added to the above, and to my uncer- 
tain fituation, I tell you, that they have fent me with 
ihefe books a Letter from my Coufin JVlordtn. It 
has fet my heart againft Mr. Lovelace.. Againfl My- 
felftoo. I fend it indofed. If you pleafc, my dear, 
you may read it here. 

Coi. MoRDEN, 7^ Mj/} Clarissa Harlowe. 

Florence, Jpril 1 3. 

TT -A M extremely concerned to beat oi ^ dX^^i^xice 
•^ betwixt the teh of a f aoiily fo neat and deat \<i q.\^> 
^^d nu nm dearer to mc ibm any oi x:^^ ^^^» ^ 
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My Coufin James has acquainted me wuh the ofFeri 
jou have had, and with your refufals, I wonder not 
at either. Such charming promifes at fo early an age 
» when I left England ; and thofe promifes, as I have 
often heard, fo greatly exceeded^ as well in your per- 
fon as mind ; how much mufl you be admired I How 
few muft there be worthy of you ! 

Your Parents, the moft indulgent in the world, to 
a Child the moft dcferving^ have given way, it i'cem?^ 
to your refufal of fcveral gentlemen. They have con- 
tented thcmfelves at laft to name one with earneftneft 
to you, becaufe of the addrefs of another whom they 
cannot approve. 

They had not reafon it feems from your behaviour 
to think you greatly averfc : So they proceeded : Per- 
haps too haftily for a delicacy like yours. But whea 
all was fixed on their parts, and moft extraordinary 
terms concluded in your favour \ terms, which abun- 
dantly fhew the gentleman's juft value for you ; you 
flew ofTwjth a warmth and vehemence littled fuited 
to that fweetnefs which gave grace to all your actions, 
I know very little of either of the gentlemen : But 
of Mr. Lovelace I know more than of Mr.Solmes- I 
wiih I could fay more to his advantage than I can. As 
to every qualification but one^ your Brother owns there 
is no comparifon. But that one outweighs all the reft 
together. It cannot be thought, that Mifs ClarifTa 
Harlowe will difpeofe with Morals in a huft>and. 

What, my dcareft Coufin, (hall I firft plead to you 
on this occafion ? Your duty, your intcreft, your 
temporal, and your eternal welfare, do, and may all^ 
depend upon this fingle point, The morality of -a huf^ 
hand. A woman who hath a wicked hufband may 
find it difficult to he good, and out of her power to 
do good ; and is therefore in a worfe fituation than the 
man can be in, who hath a bad wife. You preferve 
all your religious regards, I underftand. I wonder 
not that you do. . I ihouid have woudci^d^ W^ >^o>\ 
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not. But what can you promife yourfelf, as to per- 
feverance in them^ with an immoral hufband ? 

If your parents and you differ in fencimcnt on this 
important occaiion> let me afk you> my dear Couiin^ 
who ought to give way ? I own to you thai 1 ihould 
have thought there could not any-where have been a 
more fuitablc match for you, than with Mr. Lovelacr^ 
had he been a moral man. I (hould have very liaie 
to fay againll a man^ of whofe anions I am not to feC 
^p myfelf as a judge, did he not addiefs my Couiia. 
But| on this occafion, let me tell you> my dear Cla- 
rifla, that Mr. Lovelace cannot poffibly defcrve you* 
He may reform, you'll fay : But he may not- Habit 
is not foon or eaiily fhaken offl Libertines, who are 
Libertines in defiance of talents, of fuperior lights^ o£ 
coDvifiion, hardly ever reform but by miracle, or by 
incapacity. Well do I know mine own Sex. Well 
am 1 able to judge of the probability of the reforma- 
tion of a licentious young man, who has not been 
faftene^ upon by ficknefs, by affllAion, by calamity i 
Who has a profperous run of fortune before him : His 
ipiric3 high : His will uncomroulable : The company 
he kecpSj, perhaps fuch as himfelf, confirming him in 
all' his courfes^ afiilling him iu all his enterprizes* 

As to the other gentleman, fuppofe, my dear Con* 
fiuy you do not like him at prefent^ it isiar from be- 
ing unlikely, that you will hereafter : Perhaps the 
more, for not liking him now. He can hardly fink 
lower in your opinion i He may rife. Very ieldom 
is it» that higB expectations are fo much as toierablji 
anfwered.. How indeed can they, when a fine and 
extenfive imagination carries its expectation infimte- 
ly beyond reality, in the higheit of our fublunary en- 
joyments ! A woman adorned with fuch an imagina- 
tion fees no defeat in a fevoured object (the lefs, if 
{he be not confcious of any wilful fault in herftlf) till 
it is too late to rectify the miflakes occafioncd by her 
generous crcduiity.^ 

But 
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But fuppofe a perfbo of your talents were to marrf 

a man of idferior talents ; who, in this cafe, can be fo 

happy in htrfelf^ as Mifs Clarifla Harlowe ? What 

delight do you take in doing good I How happily dv> 

you devote the feveral portions of the day to your 

own improvement, and to the advantage of all thac 

oiove within your fpherc ! — And f A^« fuch is your 

ra/!c;, fuch are your acquirements in the politer ftu- 

dies, and in the politer amufementsj fuch your 

excellence in all the different parti of oeconomy 

fii for a young Lady's inrpcdtion and practice; thac 

your friends would wilh you to be taken off" as little 

as poffible by regards thac may be called merely, ^^r- 

Bat as tO'What maybe the tronfequeoce refpeAing 
yourfelf^. refpe£ting a young Lady o£ your talents, 
from the preference you are fuf peeled to give to a Li-- 
bertine, I would have you^ my dear Coufin,. confider 
what That may be. A mind fo pure^ to mingle with- 
a mind impure ! And will not fuch a man as This en- 
grofs all your folicitudes \ Will he not perpetually fill 
yow with anxieties fos. him and for yourfelf 1 ^-The 
Divine and Civil, powers defied^ and their fan£tions 
broken thro' by him, on every not- merely .acciV^to/, 
but meditated occafion* To be agreeable to him, and 
to hope to preferve an intered in his affeAions, you 
muft probably be obliged to abandon all y4:)ur own 
laudable purfuits. You muft enter into his pleafurcs 
and diftaftes. You muft give up your awn virtuous 
companions foe his profligate ones — Perhaps be for- 
faken by yours, becaufe of the fcandal he daily gives. 
Can you hope, Coufin, with fuch a man as This, to 
be long fo good as you now are ? If not> confider 
which of your prefent laudable delights you would 
cbufe to give up ? Which of his culpable ones to fol- 
low him in \ How could you brook to go backward, 
inftead of forward, in rhofe duties which you now fo 
e:&cn)plarily perfojm ? And how do you know ^vt^Qx^ 
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once give way^ where you ftvdl be fuSered, where 
you (hall be abU^ to ftop ? 

Tour Brother acknowleges, that Mr. Solcnes is not 
near fo agreeable in perfon as Mr. Lovelace. But 
what is perfofif with fuch a Lady as I have the honour 
to be now writing to ? He owns likewife, that he has 
not the addrefs of Mr. Lovelace : But what a mere 
perfonal advantage is a plauQble addrefs ^ without m^ 
rals ? A woman had better take a huA^and whofe 
manners flie were to fafhion, than to find them ready* 
fafhioned to her hand, at the price of his morality ; 
a price that is often paid for travelling accompli(h- 
inents. O my dear Coufin, were you but with us 
here at Florence, or at Rome^ or at Paris (where alfo 
I refided for many months) to fee the gentlemen whofe 
fuppofed r^vgb Engliih manners ai fetting out are to 
be poliihed, and what their improvements are in their 
return thro* the fame places, you would infinitely 
prefer the man in his Jirft Aage to the fame man ia 
\i\&laft. You find the difference on their return — A 
fondnefs for foreign fafhions^ an attachment to foreign 
vices, a Aipercilious contempt of his own country %nd 
countrymen (himfdf more defpicable than the moft 
dcfpicablc of thofe he defpifes); thefe, with an un* 
blufhing effrontery, are too generally the attainments 
that concur to finlili the travelled gentleman \ 

Mr. Lovelace, I know, deferves to have an ex- 
ception made in his favour \ for he is really a man of 
parts and learning : He was eAeemed fo both here and 
at Rome \ and a fine perfon, and a generous turn of 
mind, gave him great advantages. But you need not 
be told, that a Libertine man of fenfe does infinitely 
more mifchief, than a Libertine of weak parts is able 
to do. And this I will tell you farther, that ic was 
Mr. Lovelace's own fault that he was not ilill more- 
refpeftcd than he was, among the Literati here. There 
were, in fhort, feme Liberties in which he indulged 
himfclf, that endangered his perfon and his liberty \ 

: and 
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and made the beft and mod worthy of thfife who ho- 
noured him with their notice^ give him up ; and his 
ftay boih at Florence and at Rome ihorcer than lie 
defigned*. 

This is all I chufe to fay of Mr. Lovelace. I had 
much rather have had reaibn to give him a quite con- - 
trary charaAer. But as to Rakes or Libertines in ge« - 
neraJ^ I, who know them well, muft be allowed, be* 
caufe of the mifchiefs they have always in their hearts^ 
and too (f ten 'in their power, to do your Sez^.;to add 
fHll a few more words on this topic* 

A Libertine, my dear Coufio, z plotting, an in" 
triguing Libertine, muft be generally remorfelefs — 
Unjufi he mud always be. The noble rule of doings 
to others what he would have done to himfelf, is the 
firft rule he breaks ; and every day he breaks it, the 
oftener, the greater his triumph. He has great con-- 
Itmpt for your Scx.. He believes no woman chafte, . 
becaufe he is a profligate. Every woman yfho favours 
bim, confirms him in his wicked incredulity.. He is al* 
ways plotting to extend the mifchiefs he. delights In. . 
If a wotpan loves fuch a man, how can (be bear the 
thought of dividing her intereft in his afTcflions, with 
half ijbe town, and that perhaps the dregs of itf Then 
fo fcnfual 1 — How will a young Lady of your delicacy^ 
bear with fa fenfual a man ? A man who makes a jeft 
of his vows ; and who perhaps will break your fpirit : 
by the moft unmanly infults. To be a Libertine, at 
fitting out, all compundtion, all humanity, mult be 
overcome. To continue to be a Libertine, is to con* 
tinue to be every- thing vile and inhuman. Prayers, . 
tears, and the moft abjeft fubmiffion, are but fuel to 
his pri4e : Wagering perhaps with lewd companions, , 
and, not inaprobabiy, with lewder women, upon in- 
ftances which he boa (Is of to them of your pati<int 
fuffcriogs, an4 broken fpirit, and bringing them home 
to witnefs to both. 

I wfit<? wh^t I know has been. 
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I meotioD not fortunes fquandered, eftates mort- 
gaged or fold, and pofterity robbed — Nor yet a mul- 
titude of other evils, top grofs^ too ihocking^ to be 
mentioned to aperfon of your delicacy. 

All thefe, tiiy dear Coufin, to be fhunned, all the 
CTils I have named to be avoided v the power of doing 
all the good you havd been accuflomed ta do, pre- 
ierved, nay^ increafed, by the feparate provifion thai 
irill be made for you : Tour charming diverfions^And 
exemplary employments, all maintained ^ and every 
good habit perpetuated : And all by one facrificej the 
fading pleauire o£ the eye ! Who would not (fince 
every-thiiiB' is not to be met with in one man ^ who 
would not) to preferve fo many effcntials^ give up fa 
light, fo unpermanent a pleafure ! 

Weigh all thefe things^ which I might infift t3poQ> 
10 mote advantage, did I think it needful to one of 
your prudence — Weigh them well, my beloved Gou- 
iln I a^d if it be not the will of your Parents that yoo 
fiiould' continue fingle,. refolve to oblige them ; and 
let it not he faid, that the powers of fancy fhall (aa 
in many others.of your Sex) be too hard for your 
duty and your prudence The lefs agi^tjeable the mao^. 
the more obliging the compliance. Remember, that 
he is afober man — A roan who has reputation to.^lofe,. 
and whofe reputation therefore is the fecurity far hi& 
good behaviour to you.. 

You have an opportunity offered you. to give tho 
higheft inftan<e iliat can be given, of filial duty, 
lanbrace ir. It is worthy ^ you. It is tiL^c€tcd /rom, 
you Vshowcverj^for your iuclinaiion-tike, we may be 
forry that you are called upon to give it. Let it bl^ 
fi^id, that you have been able to lay.anobligaiion upon 
your Parents (a proud word, n^y Coufm.!)^ whjch youi 
<-ouId not do, weie it nottlaid ag^inji youFviocIiaation I 
***Upon Parents who have laid a thoufund upon you.; 
*^h.o arc ffit u{:on. this point: Who will, not give it 
^P. • ^ ko^hiave £Jvcii 'jp mr-ry poliiia to you, even of 
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this very nature : And in their turn, for the fake of 
their own Authority, at well as judgment^ expeA to* 
be obliged. 

I lippe, I (hall /bon, in perfooi congratulate you : 
upoli This your meritoriou»' compliance. To fetde 
and give vp my truAecfbip, is ooe of the principal 
motives of my leaving thefe parts*- I (hall be glad to • 
fettle it to every one's fatisfa^ion ; ta Yours particu-- 
hrly.. 

If on my arrival I find a happy urnon, as formerly, . 
fe%o in a family fo dear to me, it will be an unfpeak* 
able pleafure to me ; and I (hall perhaps fo difpoic my 
afiairs, as to be near you for ever* 

I have written a very long letter, and will add no • 
more, than that Lam, with the greateft rcfpcdt,. my. 
deareft Coufin, . 

Tqut moft affeSfionaU and faithful Servanfi 

Wm.Morden .. 

I will fuppo(e, my dear Mifs Howe, that you have 
read my Coufin's Letter. It is now in vain to wi(h it 
had come fooner. But if it had, I might perhaps 
have been To rafh as to give Mr. Lovelace the fatal 
megting^ as I little thought of going away with' him. 

But I fbould hardly have given him the ixpedlation ' 
of fo doing, previom to the meeting, which made him 
come prepared ;.. and the revocation of which he f9' 
artfully made inefTeftual.. 

Perfecuted as I was, and little expe£h'ng fo much 
coDdcfcenfion,.,as my Aunt, to my great mortifica* 
tion, has told me (and you confirm) I fhould have 
met with, h is, however, hard to fay, what I ihould 
or. fhould not have done, as to meeting him, had It 
comeJn ti/ne : But this tffed I verily believe it uould ' 
luive had — ^To have made me infift with all my 
might, on golnj over, out of all their ways, to the ^ 
kiAd writer of the inftru Aive Letter, and on m^k.v^%>. 

C 6 YiAv^. 



j6 The YLisronn of Vol. 4. 

Father (a PfOteAor, at well as a friend) of a Kiof- 
man^ who Is one of my Truftees* This, circum^ 
fianced as I was, would have been a natural, at leaft 
an unexceptionable proteAion. — But I was to Ar un- 
happy ! And how it cuts me to the heart to think, 
that I can already fubfcribe to my Coufiol character 
of a Libertine^ fo well drawn in the Letter which I 
fuppofe you now to have read I 

That a man of a charaAer, which ever was my ab- 
horrence, (hould fall to my lot ! — But depending oa 
my own ftrength ; having no reafon to apprehend 
danger from headftrong and di(graceful impulfes \ I 
too little perhaps caft up my eyes to the Supreme Di- 
reAor: In whom, miftruOing myfelf, I ought to 
have placed my whole confidence — And the mote, 
when I faw myfelf fo perfeveringly addrefTed by a man 
of this character. 

Inexperience and prefumption, with the help of a 
Brother and Sifter who have low ends to anfwer in my 
difgrace, have been my Ruin ! — A iard word, my 
dear ! But I repeat it upon deliberation r Since, let 
the beft happen which now can happen, my Reputa- 
tion is deftroycd ; a Rake is my portion.: And what 
That portion is, my Coufin Morden's Letter has ac- 
quainted you». 

Pray keep it hy you, till called for. I faw it not 
myfelf (having not the heart to infpeft my trunks) till 
*thb morning. I would not for the world This man 
Ihould fee it ^ becaufe it might occafion mifchief be- 
tween the moft violent fpirity and the moft fettled 
brave one in the world, as my Coufin^s is faid to be. 

This Letter was inclufed (opened) in a blank cover. 
Scorn and deteft me as they will, I wonder that one 
Ime was not fc nt wiih it — were it but to have more 
particularly pointed the deiign^of it, in the fame ge- 
nerous /plrii, that fent me the Spir»'>.. 

The fealing of the cover was with black wax, I 
hope there is no new accaHc^ii in the fauiily to give 
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reafoo for black wax. Bat if there were, it wouldy to 
be Aire, have been mentioDed, and laid at my door 
«— perhaps too )uftly ! 

I had begun a Letter to my coufin ; but laid it by^ 
becaufe of the uncertainty of my fituation, and expe^- 
mg c^crj day for Several days paft to be at a greater 
tertainty. Ton bid me write to him fome time ago, 
you know. Then it was I began it : For I have great 
picafure in obeying you in all I m&y. So I ought to 
have i for you are the only friend left me. And more- 
over, you generally honour me with your own ob- 
fervance of the advice I take the liberty to offer you : ' 
For I pretend to fay^ I give better advice than I have 
taken* And fo I had need. For, I know not how it 
comet about, bat I am, in my own opinon, a poor 
loft creature : And yet cannot charge myfelf with one 
criminal or faulty inclination. Do you know, my 
dear, how This can be ? 

Yet I can tell you haw, 1 believe — One devious ftcp 
at fetting out ! — ^That muft be it : — Which' purfued, 
has led me fo far out of my path, that I am in a wil- 
dernefs of doubt and error; and never, never, ihall 
find my way out of it : For, altho' but one pace awry 
at firft, it has led me hundreds and hundreds of miles 
out of my path r And the poor Eftray has not one 
kind friend, nor has met with one^direfting paflenger 
tb help her to recover it.. 

But I, prefumptuous creature I mud rely fo much 
upon my own knowledge of the right path ! — little 
apprehending that an ignis fatuus with i:s falfe fires 
(and yet I heard enough ol: fuch) would arife to mif- 
kad me ! And now, in the midfl of fens and quag- 
mires,, it plays around me, and around me, throw- 
tog me back again, .whenever I think myfelf in the 
right tra£):.. But there is one common point, in which 
all fhall meet, err widely as they may. In thai I 
fhall be laid quietly down at iait : And ihen will all 
my caUmides be <it an ^ud. 
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Bat bow I ftray again; jdray from my intention ! I 
would only have faid, that I had begun a Letter to 
my Coufin Morden fome time ago : But that now I 
can never end it. Tou will believe I cannot. For 
how {ball I tell him, that al! his compliments are mif- 
beftowed f That all his advice is thrown away I All 
bis warnings vain ? And that even my higheft expec-^ 
tation is to be the wife of that free liv^r, whom be fo 
pathetically warns me to (hun ? 

Let me, however, have your prayers joined witb 
my own (my fate depeodiog^ as it feems, upon the 
lips of fuch a man) • That, whatever Ihall be {my 

* deftiny, That dreadful part of my father's male- 

* diAion, That I may be puni(hed by the man in 

* whom he fuppofes I put my confidence, may not 

* take place ! That This for Mr* Lovelace's own fake, 

* and for the fake of human nature^ may not be ! Or 

* if it be neceflary, in fupport of the parental autho* 

* rity, that I fhould be punifhed by himy that it majr 
^ not be by his premeditated or wilful bafenefs \^ but 

* that I may be able to acquit his intentiony if not 
' his a^ion /' Otherwife, my fault will appear to be 
doubled in the eye of the event-judging world. And 
yet, metbinks, I would be glad, that the unkindnefs 
of my Father and Uncles, whofe hearts have already 
been too much wounded by my error, may be judir 
fied in every article, excepting in this heavy curie : 
And that my father will be pleafed to withdraw 
That before it be generally known ; at leaft that moft 
dreadful part of it which regards Futurity I 

I muft lay down my pen. I mufl brood over thefc 
refleflions. Once more, before I inclofe my Coufin^ 
Letter, I will perufc it : And then JL ihall .have it hj^ 
heart. 
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Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, T§ Mifs Howe* 

Sunday Nighty May 7, 

WHEN you refle£l upon my unhappy fitua- 
doo, which is attended with fo many inde- 
licate and even fhocking circomftances^ forae of which 
my pride will not let me think of with patience \ all 
aggravated by the contents of my Coufin's aSe^king 
Letter i, you will not wonder, that the vapourifhnefs 
which has laid hold of my heart, (hould rife to my 
pen. And yet it would be more kind, more friendly 
m mej, to conceal from jou^ who take fuch a gene-^ 
FOU« iotereft in my concerns, that worft part of my 
griefs, which communicatioa and complaint cannot 
Fe]ieve» 

But to whom can T unbofom myfelf but to you > 
When the man whq ought to be my protedk>r, as he 
has brought upon me ail my diArefles, adds to my 
apprehenfions \ when I have not even a ftrvant on 
whofe fidelity I can 4rely, or to whom I can break 
my griefs as they arife ; and 'when his bountiful tem- 
per and gSMf heart attach every one to him : and I 
am but a cypher^ to give him fighificance, and myfelf 
pftin? — The& griefs^ therefore^ do what 1 can, ivill 
^ibmetimes bur^ into tears ; and thefe mlngling^ with 
my inky^will blot my paper^^ And I know you will 
not grudge me the temporary relief. 

But I fhall go on in the ftrain I left off with in my 
lafl y when L intended rather to apologize for my me- 
lancholy... But let what I have above written, once 
for all^^be my apology. My misfortunes have given 
you a call to difcharge the nob^eR offices of the friend- 
fliip we have vowed to each other, in advice and con- 
fiplation ^. and it would be an injury to it, and to you, 
to fu^ofe. it. needed ev^. that oalK . 

Sit 
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she then tells Mifs Hcnvey that now her clothes are 
ccmey Mr. Lovelace is continually teazing her to 
go abroad with him in a coach, attended by whom 
Jhe pleafes of her own Sex, either for the air^ or 
to the public diver/ions^ 

She gives the particulars of a converfation that has 
pajfed between them on that fubjeQy and his /eve- 
ral pro/'o/als. But takes notice, that he /ays not 
the leafi word cf the Solemnity which he fo mucly 
prejfed for before they came to town ; and which, 
as Jhe obferves, was necejfary to give propriety to 
his propofals^. 

Now, my dear, fays Jhe^ I cannot bear the life I 
live. 1 would be glad at my heart to be out of his 
reach. If I were, he ibould foon find the difference* 
If I muft be humbled, it had better be by thofe to 
whom I owe duty, than by him. My Aunt writes* 
in her Letter (a), that She dare not propofe any- 
thing in my favour. You tell me> that, upon in* 
quiry, you £nd (^}, that, had I not been unhappily 
feduced away, a change of meirftires was aAually re* 
folved upon; and that iny Mother, particularly^, was 
determined to exert herfelf for the reftoration of the 
family-peace ; and, in order lo fucceed the better, 
had thoughts of trying to engage my Uncle Harlowe 
in her party. 

Let me build on thefe foundations. I ctn but 
try, my dear. It is my duty to try all probable mc* 
thods to reftore the poor Outcaft to favour... And 
who knows but that once iodulgeat Uncle who has 
Tery great weight in the family, may be induced to 
interpofe in my behalf ? I will give up all right and 
.title to my Grandfather's devifcs and bequefts, with 
all my heart and foul^ to whom they pleafe, in order 
to make my propofai palatable to my Brother. And 
that my furrender. may be .effcAual,. I will engage 
aever to marry. 

What 

M See Vol. UI. Letter xWiii. {}>) \V>id.liiilcT Vr. 
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What thiDk you, my dear, of this expedient ? 
Surely they cannot refolve to renounce me for ever* 
If they look with impartial eyes upon what has bap- 
pencdy they will have fomething to blame them/elves 
foTy as well as me» 

I prefume, that you will be of opinion, that thb ex- 
pedient is worth trying. But here is my difficulty 
R I (hould write, my hard-hearted Brother has fo 
'ftrongly confederated them all againft me, that my 
Letter would be handed about from one to another^ 
till he bad hardened every one to refufe my requeft \ 
whereas could my Uncle be engaged to efpoufe my 
caufe^ as from himfelf^ I ihould have fome hope ; as I 
prefume to think be would foon have my Mother and 
my Aunt of his party. 

What therefore I am thinking of^ is this — ' Sup* 
/ pofe Mr. Hickman J whofe good character has gained 
' him every-body's refpefl, ihould put himfelf in my 
' Uncle Harlowe^s way \ And (as if from your 
* knowledge of the date of things between Mr. Love* 
' lace and me) afTure him not only of the above 
< particulars, but that I am under no obligations that 
.' ihall hinder me from taking this direftion ? 

I fubmit the whole to your difcretion, whether to 
purfue it at all, or in what manner. But if it ^ 
purfued, and if my Uncle refufes to intereft himfelf 
in my favour upon Mr. Hickman's application as 
from you (for fo, for obvious reafons» it muft be put) 
I can then have no hope ; and my Qcxt Aep^ in the 
mind I am in^ Qiall be to throw myfelf into the pro- 
tection of the Ladies of his family. 

It were an impiety to adopt the following lines^ 
becanfe it would be throwing upon the degrees of 
Providence a fault too much my own. But often do 
I revolve them^ for the fake of the general fimili* 
tude which they bear to my unhappy, yet undefigned 
error. 
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To you, great t^ods ! I make my loft appeal ; 

Or clear my virtues^ or my crimes reveal. 

If wanctring in the mnze of life I run^ 

jind backward tread the fleps I fought tofhuny 

Impute my error to your own decree : 

My Feet are guilty \ ^^/m;^ Heart is free. 

The Lady dates again on Mondty^ to let Mifs HoUH^ 
knoWf that Air. Lovelace, on obferving her uneafi" 
vefs, had introduced to her Mr. Mennel^ Mrs. 
Fretchville^s kinfman, who managed all her affairs. 
She calls him a young officer of fenfe aud politenefs^ 
who gave hfr an account of the houfe and fur nit ure^ 
to the fame effect that Mr. Lovelace had done be- 
fore (a) % as alfo of the melancholy way Mrs,. 
Fretchville is in. 

She tells Mifs Howe^ how extremely urgent Mr, LovC'- 
lace was with the gentleman ^ to get his Spoiife (as 
be now always calls her before company) a fight of 
the houfe :^ And- that Mr. Me nnel undertook t bat 
very afternoon tofbew her all of it, except the a-^ 
partment Mrs. Fretchville fbould be in when fbe 
went. But that fhe chufe not to take another ^ 
fiep till fhe knew how fbe approved of herfcheme t0 
have her Uncle founded ; and with whatfuccefs, if 
tried, it would be attended.. 

Mr. Lovelace, in his humourous way^ gives Ins 
friend an account of the Lady's peevifhnefs and 
deje6lion, on receiving a Letter with her clothe r 
He regrets that he has loft her confidence \^ whidh 
he attributes to his bringing her into the company 
rf his four companions. Tet he thinks be. mtlft 
excufe themy and cenfure her for over-nieenefs t 
for that IjC never fava men behave better^ at leaft 
to them. 

Mefitioning his introducing Mr, Mennel to her^ 
/aj See VcL IlL JLcttex Uu. 
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Now, Jack, /jyj ie^ was it not very kind of Mr. 

Meooell [Captain Mennell I fometimes called him ; 
for among the military men there is no fuch officer 
thou knoweft^ as a LuuUnant or an Enfign — Was 
it not very kind in him] to come along with me fo 
readily as he did^ to fat'nfy my Beloved about the 
vapourifh Lady and the Houfe ? 

But who ift Captain Mennell ? methinks thou aflceft : 
I never heard of fuch a man as Captain MennelL 

Very Itkeiv. But knoweft thou not young New- 
comb, honeu Doknian*s Nephew i 

0-ho ! Is it he ^ 

It is. And I have changed his name by virtue of 
my own iiogle authority. Knoweft thou not, that I 
am a great Name-father ? Preferments I beftow^ both 
military and civil. I give EAares and take them 
away at my pleafure. Quality tool create. And 
bj a ftill more valuable pcrogative, I degrade by virtue 
of my own imperial will, without any other a£t of 
forfeiture than for my own convenience. What a 
poor thing is a monarch to me ! 

But Mennell, now he has feen this angel of a wo- 
manj has qualms \ that's the devil ! — I (hall have 
enouch to do to keep him right. But it is the lc(s 
wonoerj that he fhould Sagger, when a few hours 
coDverfation with the fame Lady could make four 
much more hardened varlefs find hearts* — Only, that 
I am confident, that I (hall at laft reward her virtue^ 
if her virtue overcome me, or I ihould find it impof- 
fible to perfevere — For at tixnes, I have confounded 

Jualms myfclf. But fay not a word of them to the 
Confraternity : Nor laugh at me for them thyfelf. 

In another Letter^ dated Mmdayi night, he writes as 

follows : 

This pervcrfe Lady keeps me at fuch diftance„ 
that I am fure fomctbing is going on between her and 
Mils Howcj notwithftanding the prohlbuiosk itc^xEk 
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Mrs. Howe to both : And as I have thought it fome 
degree of merit in myfelf to punifh others for their 
tranfgreflions, I am of opinion, that both thefcgirh 
are piinifhable for their breach of parental injun^lions. 
And as to their Letter-carrier, I have been inquiring 
into his way of living ; and finding him to be a com- 
mon poacher, adear-ftea!er, and warren-robber| who, 
under pretence of higgling, deals with a fet of cu- 
itomers, who conftantly take all he brings, wjhether 
£{h, fowl, or venifon, I hold myfelf juftiiSed (fince. 
Wilfon's conveyance muft at prcfent be facred) to 
have him flripc and robbed, and what Money be has 
about him given to the Poor ; fince, if I take not 
Money as well as Letters, I fhall be fufpeAed. 

To ferve one's felf, and punifh a villain at the fame 
time, is ferving public and private. The law was 
not made for luch a man as me. And I mu/l coine^ 
at correfpondencies fo difobediently carried on. 

Bur, on fecond thoughts, if 1 could find out that 
the dear creature carried any of her Letters in her 
Pockets, I can get her to a Play or to a Concert, and 
fhe may have the misfortune to lofe her Pockets. 

But how fiiall I find this out; fince her Dorcas 
knows no more of her dreffing or undreffing than 
her Lovelace ? For fhe is dreffed for the day, before 
(he appears even to her fervant. Vilely fufpicious ! 
Upon my foul. Jack, a fufpicious temper is a punifh- 
able temper. If a woman fufpeAs a rogue in an ho- 
neft man, is it not enough to make the honefl man 
who knows it, a rogue ? 

But as to her Pockets, I think my mind hankers 
after them, as the lefs mifchievous attempt. But they 
cannot hold all the Letters that I fhould wifh to fee. 
J^nd yet a woman's Pockets are half as deep as £he is 
high. Tied round the fweet Levities ^ I prefume, 
as Ballaft-bags, lefl the wind, as they move with full 
fail, from whale-ribbed canvas, fhould blow away the 
•gypfics. 

He 
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He tbsrif in appreben/ion that fomething is meditating 
between the two Ladies ^ or that fomething may be 
fet on foot to get Mifs Harlowe out of his hands ^ 
relates feveral of his contrivances j and honfis of 
his inftruElions given in writing to Dorcas and to 
his fervant IVilL Summers ; and fay s^ that he has 
provided againft every pojfible accident ^ even to 
bring her back iffbefh(uldefcapey or in cafe fhe 
Jhould go abroad, and then rcfufe to return ; 
and hopes fo to manage, as that, Jhou/d he make an 
attempt, whether he fucceed in it, or not, he may 
have a pretence to detain her. 

He then proceeds as follows : 

I have ordered Dorcas to cultivate by all means 
her Liady's favour ; to lanieut her incapacity as to 
writing and reading ; to (hew Letters to her Lady, as 
from pretended country-relations ; to beg her advice 
how to anfwer them, and to get them aniwered ; and 
to be always aiming at fcrawHng with a pen, leA inky 
fingers fhould give fufpicion. I have moreover 
given the wench an ivory-leafed pocket-book, with a 
filver pencil, that Hie may make memoranda on occa- 
fion. 

And let me tell thee, that the Lady has already 
(at Mrs. Sinclair's moiioa) removed her clothes out 
of the trunks they came in, into an arpple mahogony 

Xfitory, where they will lie ar full length, and 
:h has drawers in it for linen. — A rcpoiitory, that 
ufed to hold the richeft fiiits which fome of the nymphs 
put on, when they are to be drefTcd out, to captivate, 
or to ape Quality. For many a Couniefs, thou 
knowefl, has our Mother equipped ; nay, two or three 
JQutchefTes, who live lipon ^tality -terms with their 
Lords But this tofuch as will come up to her pi ice, 
arid can make an appearance like QuaUiN[ \Vv^u\&.Vn^% 
on the occsiSoD : For the Reputauoix 01 ^^\^ot^^ ^^ 
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Birth muft not lie ai the mercy of every under-'degreei 
finoer. 

A no after-key which will opeo eyery lock in this 
chefty IS put into Dorcas's hands ; and (he is to talce 
care, when (he fearches for papers, before (he removes 
any-ihing, to obfcrvc how it lies, that flie may replace 
all to a hair. Sally and Polly can occafionally help 
to tranfcribe. Slow and fure with fuch an Argus- 
tjtd charmer muft be all my movements. 

It is impoilible that one To young and fo unexperi- 
cnced as (he is, can have all her caution from herfelf ; 
the behaviour of the woman fo unczcepiionable ; no 
revellings, no company ever admitted into this inner- 
houfe ; all genteel, quiet, and cafy, in it ; the Nymphs 
well-bred, and weli-read ; her firft difgufts to the 
Old one got over — It mufl be Mifs Howe therefore 
[^Who once was in danger of being taken in by one 
of our dafs, by hoceft Sir George Colmar, as thou 
haft heard] that makes my progrefs difRcuIt. 

Thou fecft, Belford, by the above precauthnaries 
thatl forget nothing. As the Song fays, it is not te 
be Imagined 

On 'v>hat flight firings 
Depend thoje things. 
On ivhich men bulla their ghry ! 

So far, To good. I fliall never reft till I have dif- 
covered in the firft place, where the dear creature ]puis 
her Letters ; and in the next till I have got her to a 
Play, to a Concert, or to take an Airing with me out 
of town for a day or two. 



# * # * 



I GIVE thee juft now feme of my Contrivances. 

Dorcas, who is ever attentive to all her Lady's mo- 

t/ons, has given me fome inftancea of her miftrejs*s 

precavtiODS. She waftrs her LeucTs> \x. fcttas, m 

^f^o places' pricks the wafers*, and iVietv \t^\%\^'^oxs 

Acm. No doubt Itat the faoic caic \% lak^tv^vVt^ 
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gard to thofe brcrught to her ; for (he always examines 
the Seals of the latter before fhe opens them. 

I mud, I muft come at them. This difficulty 
augments my cunofity. Strange, fo much as (he 
writes, and at all hours, that not one fleepy or for* 
getful moment has offered in our favour ! 

A fair contention, thou feed : Nor plead thou m 
her favour her TcutS, her Beauty, her Famiiy, her 
Fwtune, Cscdulitt, fhe has none ; and with 
regard to her tender tears. Am I not a younf^ 
yi^Kni; myfeif f As to Beautt prithee. Jack, do 
thou, to fpare my medefty, make a comparison be- 
tween my Clarifla for a Womani and thy Lovelace 
for a Man. For her Family, That was not known 
toiu country a Century ago: And I hate (hem all 
but her. Have I not caufe ? — ^^For her Fort^une ; 
Fortune, thou -knoweft, was xver a Jilmulus with 
me ; and this for^reafons not ignoble. Do not girls 
of Fortune -adorn themfelves on purpofe to engage 
our attention^ Seek they not to draw us into their 
fnares ? Depend they not generally, on their Tor- 
Wnes, in the views they have upon up, more than 
on their Merits ? Shall we deprive them of the be- 
nefit of their principai dependence ? — Can I, in par- 
ticular, marry every giri who wifhes to obtain my 
notice ? If therefore, in fuDport of the libertine 
principles for which none ot the fweet rogues hate 
us, a woman of fortune is brought to yield honi ge 
to her Emperor, and any conftquences attend the 
Stdjiigation, is not fuch a one Shielded by her for- 
tune, as well from infult and contempt, as from in- 
digence f — All, then, that admits of debate between 
my Beloved and me, is only this — Which of the 
two has more W^, more CircuPifpe^ion — And that 
remains to be tried. 

A fmd Life however, this Life of "Dovibt ?Ltid?>^^- 
fenfe, for the poor Lady to live, as weW ais iot xsv^ \ 
Aaiis to fay, if fhe be not naturally jea\o\x^— V 0^^ 
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he, htr uncaiinefs is conftitutional, and (he cannot 
help it; nor will it, in that caufc, hurt her. For a 
fufpicious temper will make occafions for doubt» if none 
were to offer to its hand. My Fair one therefore, 
if naturally fufpiciousj is obliged to me for faving her 
the trouble of Jiudying for thefe occafions— But after 
all^ the plaineft paths in our journeys through life are 
the fafeft and bed I believe, although it is not givea 
me to chufe them. I am not» however, fingular in the 
purfuit of the more intricate paths \ fince there are 
thoufands and ten thouiands, who had rather fi(h m 
troubled waters than in fmcoth. 

LETTER IX. 
' ^r. Lovelace, To John Belford, Efq\ 

Tue/day, May 9. 

T A M a very unhappy man. This Lady is faid to 
^ be one of the Iwcctcft tempered creatures in the 
world : And fo I thought her. But to me, fhe is one 
of the mod perverfe. I never was fuppofed to be an 
ill-natured mortal neither. How can it be ? I ima* 
gioed fop a long while, that we were born to make 
each other happy : JBut quite the contrary; we really 
feem to be fent to plague each other. 

I will write a Comedy, I think. I have a Title 
ready ; and that's half the work, ^he ^arnffonu 
Lovers. 'Twill do. There's fomething new and 
ftriking in it. Yet, more orlefs, all Lovers quarrel. 
Old Terence has taken notice of that ; and obferves. 
upon it. That Lovers falling-9Ut occafions Lovers 
falling in\ and a better undcrftanding of -courfe. 'Tis 
natural that it (hould be io. But with us, we fall- 
out fo often, without falling-in once; and a fecond 
quarrel fo generally happens before a firil is made up; 
that it is hard to guefs what event our Loves will be 
attended wiih. But perl'everance is my glory» and 
paticQcc my hand-maiki, when I have ia view an 
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objeA worthy of xny attempts. What is there 10 an 
t2£j conqueft i Hudibras queftioos well, 

■ ■■ ■ U'^hat mad Lover ever dy*d 

to gain a foft and eafy Bride ? 
OTf for a Lady tender-heart ed^ 
In purling Jireams^ or hemp^ departed f 

But I will lead to the occadoo of this preamble. 

I had been out. On my return^ meeting Dorcas 
OD the ftairs*— Tour Lady in her chamber, Dorcas I 
!q the Dining^roomi Sir: And if ever you hope for 
an opportunity to come at a Letter, it muft be now. 
^or at her feet I faw one tie, which, as may be fcea 
by its open folds, /he has been reading, with a little 
parcel of others fhe is now bufied with— All pulled 
x>ut of her pocket, as I believe : So, Sir, you 11 know 
where to find them another time. 

1 was ready to leap for joy, and inftantly refolved 
to bring forward an expedient which I bad held in 
petto i and entering into the Dioing-room, with an 
air of tranfport, I boldly clapped my arms about her, 
as fhe fat % (he huddling up her papers in her hand* 
kerchief all the time 5 the dropt paper unfeen. O my 
deareft life', a lucky expedient have Mr Mennell and 
i hit upon, juft HOW. In order to haften Mrs. Fretch- 
viile to quit the houfcyl have agreed^ if you approve 
of ir, to entertain her cook, her houfemaid, and two 
men-fervants (about whom Ihe was very Iblicitous) 
till you are p/ovided to your mind. And that no 
accommodations may be wanted, I have confented to 
take the houfehold-linen at an appraifement. 

1 am to pay down five hundred pounds, and the re- 
^[nainder as foon as the bills can be looked up, and the 
amount to them adjufted. Thus will you have a 
charming houfe entirely ready to receive you. Some 
of the Ladies of my family will foon be with you : ' 
They will not permit you long to I'ufpeud vcv^ V:^*^^^ 
day. And tbdt nothing may be \?^uui^% aq ^wvv^ 

Vol' IV. J) ^ONiX 
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your utmoft pundtilio, I will till then confcnt to ftay 
here at Mrs. Sinclair*s, while you rcfidc at your new 
houfe; and leave the reft to your own generofity. 

my beloved creature, will not this be agreeable to 
you ? I am furc it will — It' muft — And clafpiog her 
clofer to me, I gave her a more fervent kifs than ever 

1 had dared to give her before. I permitted not my 
ardor to overcome my difcretion howjevcr 5 for I took 
care to fet my foot upon the Letter, and fcraped it 
farther from her, as it were behind her chair^ 

She was in a paflion at the liberty I took. Bowing 
low, I begged her pardon ; and ftooping ft ill lower, 
iQ the fame motion^ took up the Letter, and whipt it 
into my bofom. 

Pox on me for a puppy, a fool^ a blockhead, a 
clumfy varlet, a mere Jack Belford ! — I thought my- 
felf a much cleverer fellow than I am!— Why could 
I not have been followed in by Dorcas ; who might 
have taken it up, while I addreiled her Lady f 

For here, the Letter being unfolded, I could not 
put it into my bofom, without alarming her ears, as 
roy fuddcn motion did her eyes. — Up fhe flew in a 
moment : Traitor ! Judas ! her eyes flafhing light- 
ring, and perturbation in her eager countenance, 
fo charming ! — What have you taken up ? — And 
then, what for both my ears I durft not to have done 
to her, (he made no fcrupk to fcize the ftolen Letter, 
chough in my bofom. 

What was to be done in fo palpable a detcftion ?— 
I clafped her hand, which had hold of the ravifhed 
paper, between mine : O my beloved creature ! faid 
I, can you think I have not fome curiofity ? It is pof- 
fible you can be thus for ever employed ; and I, lo- 
ving narrative Letter-writing above every other fpecies 
of writing, and admiring your talent that way, Ihould 
not (thus upon the dawn of my happinefs, as I pre- 
iume to hope) burn with a defire to be admitted into 

Jb fwect a concfpondcnce ? 

Let 



Lei. 9» Clariffa Harlowe. gi 

Let go my hand ! — ftarapiog with her pretty foot : 
How dare you. Sir !— At this rate, I fee— Too plainly 
1 fee— Atid more (he could not fay : But, gafping, 
was ready to faint with paffion and affright ; the de- 
vil a bit of her accuftomed gentlenefs to be feen in 
her charming face, or to be heard ia her mufical 
voice. 

Having gone thus far, loth, very loth was I to lofe 
my pri2e — Once more; I got hold of the rumpled-up 
Letter 1 — Impudent man ! were her words : Stamping 
again. For God^sfake, then it was. I let go my prize, ' 
feft (be ihould faint away : But had the pleafure firft 
to find my hand within both hers/ ihe trying to open 
my rehiAant fingers^ Haw near was my heart that 
moment to my hand, throbbing to my fingers ends, 
to "be thus familiarly, although angrily, treated by 
the charmer of my foul 1 

When flic had got it into her pofleffion, flie flew to 
tlie door. I threw myfelf in her way, fliut . it, and, 
in the humblefl: manner bcibught her to forgive me. 
And yet do you think the Harlowe-hearted charmer 
(notwithftaiKiiDg the agreeable annunciaition t came 
in with) would forgive me I — No truly , but pufhing 
die rudely from the door, as If I had been nothing 
t^Yet do I love to try,fo innocently to try, her ftrengih 
too ! j (he gaining that force through paflion, which 
I had loft thro' fear, out flie fliot to her own apart- 
ment [Thank my fliars flie could fly no further!] ; 
and as fooo as flie entered if., in a pafSon Hill, fh;;: 
double-locked and double-bolted herfelf in. This my 
comfort, on refledtion, that, upon a greater ofl^ence, 
it cannot be worfe. 

I retreated to my own apartment, with my heart 
full : And> my man Will not being near me, gave 
myfelf a plaguy knock on the forehead, with my 
double flfl. 

And no^ is my charmer fiiut up fronj me: Re- 
f ufiqg to fee me ; refufwg her meals. S\it x^^vAn^'^ tv"^^ 
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to ffc lae ; that's more :— Never again^ if fhc can 
help it ; and in the mindjbe is m—- 1 hope flic has faiA 

The dear creatures, whenever they quarrel with 
their humble fervants, (hould always remember this 
faving claufe, that they may hot be forfworn. 

But thkiked thou that I will not make it the Tub* 
jcft of one of my firft plots, to inform myfcif of the 
reafon why all tnis commotion was necefTary on fo 
flight an occafion as this would have b^en^ were not 
the Letters that pafs between thefe Ladies of & trea« 
ibnable nature I 

Wtdnejday Morning* 
No admif&on to breakfaft, any more than to fup- 
per. I wi(h this Lady is not a Simpleton after alL 
I have fent up in Capt. Mennell's name. 
A Meflagc from Capt. Mennell, Madam, 
It won't do. She is of Baby age. She cannot 
be — a Solomon^ I was going to fay, in every- thing. 
Solomon, Jack, was the wifeft man. But didft ever 
hear who was the wifeft Woman ? I want a compari- 
fon for this Lady. Cunning women and witches we 
read of without number. But I fancy JVifdom never 
entered into the character of a woman. It is not a 
requlfite of the Sex. Women, indeed, make better 
Sovereigns than men : But why is that I — Becaufe 
the Women-fovereigns are governed by Men ; the 
Men-fovereigns by Women. — Charming, by my Soul! 
For hence we guefs at the rudder by which both are 
fleered. 

But to putting wifdomout of the queftion> and to 
take Cunning in ; that is to fay, Toxonfider Woman 
as a Woman ; what (iiall we do, if this Lady has 
fomething extraordinary in her head ?• Repeated 
charges has fhe given to Wilfon, by a particular 
meifenger, to fend any Letter directed for her the 
iQoment it comes. 
JmuilkeepsL good Look-out, 8hc fe oot now 
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afraid of her Brother's plot. I fhaa't be at all fur— 
priied^ if Singleton calls upon Mifs Howe^ as the 
only pcrfon who knows, or is likeiy to know, where 
Mils Harlowe is ; pretending to have afiairs of im* 
portance, and of particular fcrvice to her, if he can 
but be admitted to her fpeech — Of compromife, whO' 
koows^ from her Brother ? 

Then will Mifs Howe warn her to keep clofe.- 
Then will my prote£tion be again necefiary* This* 
will doy I believe. Aoy-thing frcto Mifs Howe 
muft. 

Jofeph Leman is a vile fellow with hetj and my 
implement. Jofeph, i^n^' Jofeph^ as I call him, may 
bang himfelf. I have played him off enough)^ and' 
have very Iktle further ufe for him. No need to wear * 
one plot t^the flumps, when lean find new onef* 
every hour* 

Nor blame me for the ufe I make of my talents. < 
Who, that hath fuch, will let 'em be idle i 

Well then, I will find a Singleton ;. that's all I>' 
have to do. 

Inftantljf find one !— Will I— 

Sir— > 

This. moment call me hither thy^ coufin "Pivl^ 
Wheatly, juft come from Sea, whom thou wert re- 
commeoding to my fervice, if I. were to marry,. and i 
keep a pkaf ore-boat.. 

Prcflo— Ayill's gone — Paul will be here prefently. . 
Prefentiy. will he begone to Mrs. Howe's. If Paul, 
be Singleton's Mate, coming from his Captain, ic^ 
will do a9 AX(eU as if it were Singleton himielf» . 

Sally^ ^ little devil, often reproaches me with the ' 
ftow^eis of my proceedings. But in a play, does not 
the principal entertainment lie in the firftfour a6is ? 
Is not all in a manner over when you come to the 
Jifth / And what a vultur of a man muft he be, who > 
fouilb upon his pre/, and in the i^ssA laovivttixvtx^^SL^ 
and devours ! 
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But to own the truth, I have overplotted myfelf* 
To make my work fecurc, as I thought, I have frrght* 
cd the dear creature with the fight uf mj four Ixot- 
tentots^ and I (hall be a long time^ I doubt, before I 
can recover my loft ground. And then this curfcd 
family at Harlowe-Place have made her out of hu-^ 
mour with mCf with her/elf^ and with all the tvarlct, 
but Mifs Howe, who, no doubt^ is continually add* 
ing difficulties to my other difficulties. 

I am very unwilling to have recourfe to meafnres 
which thefe demons below are continually urging me 
to take ; becaufe I am fure^ that^ at laft, I (hall be 
hrooght to make her legally mipe. 

Ooc complete trial over, and I think I will do het 

Boble juftice. 

• # • # 

Well, Paul's gone — Gone already— Has all his 
leflbns. A notable fellow ! — Lord W's Neccflary- 
man was Paul before he went to Sea. A more fen- 
iible rogue Paul than Jofeph 1 Not fuch a pretender 
to picry neither, as the other^ At what a price have 
I bought that Jofeph f I believe I muft punifh the 
rafcal at laft : But mufl let him marry firft : Then 
(tho' that may be puniibment enough) Iihallpani(b 
two at once in the man and his wife. And how 
richly does Betty deferve punifhment for her beha- 
viour to my goddefs ? 

But now I hear the rufty hinges of my Beloved's 
door give me creaking invitation. My heart creaks 
and throbs with refpoadent trepidations : Whimfical 
enough tho* 1 For what relation has a Lover's heart 
to a rufty pair of hinges ? But they are the hinges 
that open and (hut the door of my Beloved's bed<^ 
chamber. Relation enough in that. 

I hear not the door ihut again. I fhall receive her 

commands I hope anon. What fignifies her keep-* 

iog me thus at diftance ? She muft be mine, let me 

^o or offer wbsit I will. Courage vfYxtut^ct \ %S[\xme^ 
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sll is over : For fhould fhe think of efcaping from 
hence, whither can fhe fljr to avoid me : Her parents 
will not receive her. Her Uncles will not entertain 
her. Her Woved Norton is in their direftlon^ and 
cannot. Mi(s Howe dare nor.. She has not one 
friend in town but toe — Is entirely a (Iranger to the 
town* And what then is the matter with me^. that I 
ihould be thus unaccountably overawed and tyran^ 
nized over by a dear creature who wants only to 
know how impoi&ble it is that (he ihould efcape mc,. 
in order to be as humble to me^ as Die is to her per- 
fecutiog relations I 

Should I even make the grand attempt, and faif^ 
and fhould fhe hate me for it, her hatred can be but 
temporary. She has already incurred the cenfure o£ 
the world. She muft therefore chufe to be mine, for 
the fake of foldering up her reputation in the eye o^ 
that impudent world. For, who that knows me, 
and knows^that (hehas been io my power^ tho' but 
for twenty-four hours^ will think her fpoilefs as tO' 
£iA, let h^r inclination be what it will I And then 
buman nature is fuch a well-known rogue,- that every 
man and woman judges by what each knows of hin» 
or heifelf, thai i;zc/ma#/Wis to be no more trufted> 
where an opportunity is given^ than / am y. efpeciall j 
where a woman young and blooming lovts a man 
well enough to go off with him ; for fucbwill be the^ 
world's conftrudion in the prefent cafe.* 

She calls her maid Dorcas. No doubt, that I may^ 
hear her harmonious voice, and to give me an oppor-^ 
tunity to pour out my foul at her ftef y to renew all 
my vows ^ and to receive her pardon for the pafl of* 
fence : And then with what pleafurc (hall I begin 
upon a new fcore ; and afterwards wipe out that ; and 
begin another, and another ; till the lafl offence paffes^ 
and there can be no other ! And once, after that^ to 
be forgiven^ >vill be to be forgiven fot t^cx* 

%* V 
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Ths GGor it apin flier. Dcrcjs tells me» that her 
La^Jj decies to aicU me to dine vith her; a favour 
I had ordered the vecch to belcech her to grant me^. 
the oext time (he faw her — >^ot nnciTilly, however, 
denies— Coming to br degrees ! Koihing but th»laft 
cffence, the hcccft wench tclis me, in the language 
of her piicciples below, will do with her. The laff 
bSeoee is meditating. Yet thii vile recreant heart of 
mine plays me booty. 

Bot here I condude ; iLo' the tjranoefs leaves me 
nothinff to do, but to read, wriie^ and fret.. 

Subscription is formal between ns. Befides^ I am 
ib totally hers, that I cannot fay hov much I. am 
thine or any other perfonV. 

LETTER X.. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe^ To Mifs Howe» 

Tui/day^ May p. 

7 F, my dear, you approve of the application to my 
'*' Uncle Harlowcj I wifh it may be made as foon as 
pofHbl^. We arc quite out again. I have ihut my- 
iclf up from him. The offence indeed not v^/y great— 
And yet it is too. He b^djike to have got a Letter*. 
One of yours. But never will I, write again^. or re- 
IHJrijfc my papers, in an appartmem where he thinks 
Jumfclf intiilcd to come.. He did not read a line of 

llen^ni '''^*'^^'^°°*- So don't be uneafy^ Ani 
Urpcnd upon future caution. ^ 

0/Aifilfi i/*^^ ^'^ ' ^f^^ fluttering Jheech : 
•*»^MJ'il!;;j;cod'.^ /«>^<^*>»#, I am more and 

nxUjL 
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TV/// but give me hope^ I will refolve to abaodoa him 
for ever. 

O my dear 1, he is a fierce, a fooIUhy aninfblent' 
creature f — Aud in trutb^ I hardly exped, that we 
can accommodate. How much unhappier am I 
already with him, than my Mother ever was with ^ 
my Father after marriage i Since (and that without . 
any reafon>4iny pretence in the world for it) he is for ' 
breaking my fpirit de/ore I am ^is y and while I aro^ » 
or (Might' to be [O my folly^ that I am not !3 in mj 
own power*. 

Till I can know whether my friends will give mer * 
hope or not, I mufl do what I. never ftudied to do 
before in any cafe ; that is, try to keep this difference 
open : . And yet it will make me look little in my own - 
eyes ; becaufe I (hall mean by it more than I can own* 
But this is one of the conCequences of a ftep I Ihali -• 
ever deplore ! The natural fruits of all. engagements,:., 
where the minds are unpaired*— i^^oir^/^ lamy caie 
may I fay. 

Let this ever more be my caution to individuals of? 
i»y Sex — Guard your eye : 'Twill ever be in a com- 
bination againf); your judgments If there are two 
parts to be taken> it will for ever^., traitor as it is, 
take the wrong one. 

If you aik me, my d^ar. How ihis caution befits 
sne ? let me tell you a fecret which I have but very 
lately found out upon felf-examinatioD^ altho' you 
feem to have made the difcovefy long ago; That 
had not my fooliih eye been too*much attached, I 
had not taken the pains to attempt, fo ofiicioufly 
as I. did, the prevention of mifchief between him 
ted fome of my family, which firfl induced the cdr- 
refpondence between us, and was the occafion of 
bringing the apprehended mifchief with double 
weight upon myfelf. My vanity and conceit, as • 
far as I bnow^ might have part in tVve \tito\xCv^^t^xA 
mesLfare: For docs it not look as \£ 1 v\vovi^\ mi* 
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fctf more capable of obviating difficulties^ than any- 
body elfe of my family ? 

But you muft not, ipy dear, fuppofe my heart 
io.be fiill a confederate with my eye. That deluded 
qrc now clearly fces its fault, and the mifled heart 
defpifes it for it. Hence the application I am making; 
to my Uncle : Hence it is,, that I can fay, (I think 
truly) that I would atone for my fault at any ratc„ 
even by the facrifice of a limb or two, if that would 
do» 

Adieu, my deareft fiiend I — May your heart never 
know the hundredth part of the pain mine at prefent 
feels!. prayA 

Tour Clarissa Harlowe- 

LETTER XL 

Mifs HowE> To Mifs. Clarissa Harlowe.. 

Wednejday^ May lo* 

T »7// write t No fwfl« ffeall write for me {a). Na 
-^ 'woman {hall hinder me from writing. Suiely \ 
9m\ of age to diilinguifb between reafon and capricc- 
1 am not wriimg to a man,, acn 1 ? — If I were carry- 
ing on a correfpondence with a fellow, of whom mj^ 
Mother difapproved, and whom it might be improper 
for me to encourage, my own honour and my duty 
would engage my obedience But as the cale is io 
v^idtly different^ not a word more on this fubjfdl, i 
befeech you ! 

I much approve of your refolution to leave this 
wretch, if you can make up with my Uncle. 

I hate the man — Moft heartily do 1 bate him,, for 
his teazing ways*. The very reading of your account 
ef them teazes me almoft as much as ihey can you^. 
May you have cncoupagement to fly the fooliih 
wretch ? 

I have other rcafons to wlfli you may : For I 

^aj ChfiHsL propofts Mr, Hickman to write for Mi6 How*. Sc* 
Vcfl JJJj, JLcticx Jjtix far^g* s- & ult. 
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hzve juft made an acquaintance with one wl^a knows 
a vaft deal of his private hinorf. The roan is really 
a villain, my dear ! an execrable one i if all be true 
that I have heard : And yet I am promifed other par* 
ticulars. I do afibre you my dear friend, that had 
he a dozen lives, he might have forfeited them all> 
add been dead twenty crimes ago^ 

If ever you condefcend to talk familiarly with hint 
again, a(k him after Mifs Betterton^and what became 
of her, : and if he fhuffle and prevaricate as to her^ 
queftion him about Mifs Lockyer.''— (X m; dear, the 
man's a villain I 

I will have your Uncle founded, as you defire, and 
that out of hand. But yet I am afraid of the fuccefs, 
and this for feveral reaibns. 'Tis hard to fay what 
the facrifice of your Eflate would do with (bme peo- 
ple : And yet I muft not, when it comes to the teft^ 
permit you to make it. 

As your Hannah continues \\\^ I would advife you*^ 
to try to attach Dorcas- to your intereft* Have yoa 
not been been impoliticly ihy of her ? 

I wlAi you could come at fom& of his Letters^ 
Surely a man of his negligent character cannot be al- 
ways guarded* It h lfe,.zud if you^ cannot engage 
j^our fervant, I fhall fufpeA them both. Let him be 
caljed upon at a jfhort warning when he is writing, or 
when he has papers lying about, and fo furprife him 
into negligence. 

Such inquiries, I koow^ are of the fame nature 
with thofe we make at an Inn in travelling,, when we 
look intp every corner andclofet for fear of a villain ^, 
yet ihould be frighted out of our wits, were we to 
find one.. But *tis better to detect fuch a one whea 
awake and up> than to be attacked by ^bim when in 
in bed and aflecp. 

1 am glad you have your clothes. But no money >! 
No books, but a Spira, a DrexeliuSj and a Praftioe 
(f Piety I Xha/e who fcnt the Vautt, Qxi^^v \^ V^>^ 

D 6 N&fc^^^ 
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kept it for themfclves. — But Lmufl: hurry myfelf from 
this fubjed. 

You have exceedingly- alarmed me 1^ what yoa 
hint of his attempt to get one of my Letters. . Lam < 
afiured by my new informant, that he is the head of 
a gang of. wretches (thofe he brought you among« no 
doubt, were fome of them) who join together to be- • 
tray innocent creatures^, and to fupport one another 
afterwards by violence ;. and were he to come at the 
knowledge of the freedoms I take with him^ rfhould'- 
be afraid to ftir out without a guard*. 

I am forry to tell you>.that £have reafon to think» 
that your Brother has not laid afide bis foolifl^ plot* . 
A fun burnt, failor-looking fellow was with me juft 
now^ pretending great fervice to you from Capuin> 
Singleton, could he be admitted to your fpeech. I 
pleaded ignorance^ .as to the place of your abode, .The 
fellow was too well inftrufted for me to get any-thiog 
out of him. 

I wept for two hours incciTantlyon reading yours^ 
which inclofcd that from^ your Goufin Morden (a). . 
My dearcft crcaiure, do not defcrt yourfelf. Let your 
Anna Howe obey the call of that friendihip which 
has upited us as one foul, and endeavour to give you ■ 
confolation. * 

I wonder not at the melancholy- refle£lions you fo 
often caft upon yourfelf in your Letters, for the ftep 
you have been forccd,upon, pnone hand, and tricked 
into on th^ other., A Ilrange fatality! Js if it were, 
■deftgned to Jhew the vanity of all human prudence. . I 
wi3)> my dear, as ycu hint, that both you and V 
have not t$o much prided ourjclvcs in a perhaps toa con^ 
Jcious fuperiority over others. . But I » will fVop — Hdiv 
apt are weak.minds to look out for jiidgments in any. 
extraordinary event ! ' 'Tis fo far right, that it is bet-- 
ter, and fifer, .and' juAer, .to arraign ourfelves. pr our 
deareil fricnda, than- Providence ;. which n^uft always 
kavc wifC' ends to anfwer in its diipen&iions... 
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But do not talk, as in one of your former , of be- 
ing a Warning only {a) — Ton i^vill be at excellent an 
Eumple^ as ever you hoped to be, aawell as a Warn- 
ing : And that will majpe your ftory, to all that fhall 
come to know it^of double eiScacy ::For were it that 
fttch a merit as yours could not eniure to herfelf noble 
and ffcnerous ulage from a Libertine heart, who will 
CKpea any tokraUe behaviour from men of his cha*- 
raAer ? 

If Tou think yourfel£ inexcufable for taking a fte|^ 
that put you into the way of ddutiion^.witbiut any 
mtention to git qfnvith him, /whztmuit thofe giddy 
creatures think of themfelves, who,. without halt your 
provocations and inducements, and without any re- 
gard to decorum, leap waUs, drop from windows, and 
Ikal away from their parents houfe, to the feducer's 
bed, in the fame day ? 

Again, if You are fo ready to accufe yourfelf for^ 
dUfpenfing with the prohibitions of the moft unreafon- 
able parents, which yet were but half^prohibitions at 
firft, what ought thofe to do,, who wilrully (hut their 
ears to the advice of the moft reafonable ; and that, 
perhaps, where apparent ruin, or undoubted inconveni* 
enccy is the confequeoce of the predetermined rafhnefs ? 
And, laftly, to ail who will know your Story, you will 
be an excellent Example of watchfulnefs, and of that 
caution and referve by which a prudent perfon who has 
bfceafuppofed to be a little mifled, endeavours to mend 
her error ', .and,never once lofing fight of her duty, doea 
all in her power to recover the path ike has been rather 
driven out of, than chofcn to fwerve from. . 

Come, jcome, my dearefi friend, confider but thefe 
things;, and fteadily, without defponding^ purfue your- 
carneit purpofes to amend what you think has been 
amifs; and it may not be a misfortune in tlie end, . 
that you have erred ; efpecially as fo little of your will 
was in your error*. 
And indeed IjdvR /ay, that I uft lYiC v?oi&<^ m\]ledL 

C) Sec YoU in. Letup xxiv* « 



42 The History «/ YoL 4* 

and error^ and fuch-like, only in compliment to your 
•wn too ready folf-accufations, and to the opinion of 
one to whom I otk duty : For I think in my con- 
Icience, that every pan of your conduct is defenfible ^ 
and chat thofe only are blameable who have no other 
way to clear themfelves but by condemning yoUk- 

I expeA» however, that fuch melancholy refleiQionf 
as drop from your pen but too often, will mingle with 
all your future pleafures, were you to marry Lovelace^, 
and were he to make the bed of huibands*- 

You was immenfely happy, above the happtneft 
of a mortal creature, before you knew him : Every* 
body almoft worfhipped you : Envy icfelf, which has 
of late reared up its venomous head againft you, was 
awed by yourfuperior worthinefs, into filence and ad- 
miration. Tou was the foul of every company where 
you vifited* Your elders have I feen declining to of- 
fer theii opinions upon afubjeft till you haddelivered 
yours ; often to fave themielves^ the mortification of 
retracting theirSy when they hc^vAypurs. Yet, in all 
this, your fweetnefs of manners,, your humility and 
affability, caufcd the fubfcription every one made to 
jour fentimentSji. and to your fuperiorty, to be equal- 
ly unfeigned and unhefitating ; for they faw that their 
applaufe, and the preference they gave you to them- 
felves, fubjcdted not tbemfelves to infults, nor exalted 
you into any vifible triumph over them ; for you bad 
always fomething to fay on every point you carricdjthat 
raifed the yielding hearty and left every one pleafed 
and fatisfied with themfelves,^ though they carried not 
oiF the palm. 

Your Works were fhewn or referred- to wherever 
fine works were talked of*. Nobody had any but an 
inferior and feconU-band praife for diligence, for 
•economy, for reading, foi» writing,, for memory, ioc 
facility in learning every-thing laudable, and even for 
the more envied graces of perion and drefs, and an all- 
furpa/Iing elegance in both, where yon were known j 

i iko/e fubjciU taJfd of. 
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The Poor blcffcd you every ftcp you trod : The 
Rich thought you their honour^ and took a pride 
ihat they were not obliged to defcend from their owa 
dais for an example that did credit to it» 

Though all men wiflied for you,, and fought yoD» 
young as you were ^ yet» had not thofe wha were 
brought to addrefs you> been encouraged out of for* 
did and fpiteful views^. not one of them would haye 
dared to lift up his eyes, to you- 

Thus happy in all about you, thus making happjr 
all within your circle, could you think that nothing 
would happen to you^ to convince you> that you were 
not to be exemptedfrom the common lot ? — To convince 
JOU) thot you were not abfolutely perfect \ and that 
you mufl ntt expeSl to pafs through life without trialf 
temptation, and misfortune B 

Indeed it muft be owned that no trials no tempta- 
tiony worthy of your virtue^ and of your prudencCt 
could well have attacked you fooner» becaufe of your 
tender years^ nor more effectually, than thofe heavy 
ones^ under which you ftruggle ; Coce it muft be al- 
lowed, that your equanimity and forefight made you 
fuperior to common accidents ; for are not moft of 
the.troubles that fall to the lot of common mortals 
brought upon themfelves either by their too large dc- 
Jires, or too little deferts ? — Cafes, boih,. from which 
you ftood exempt. — It was therefore to be fome man, 
or {omc worfs fpirit in thejhape of one ^ that^ formed 
on purpofe, was to be fent to invade you ; while as 
D^any other fuch fpirits as there are perfons in your 
family, were permitted to take pofftflion, feverally, 
in one dark hour, of the heart of every one of it,, 
ihere to fit perchingj^ perhaps, and direfting every 
motion to the motions of the ftducer without, in or 
der to irritate, to provoke, to pufh )0u forward to 
meet him* 

Upon the whole, there feeros, as thave often faid, 
tohaFi? becu. a kindofhtc iayour ^xxov^ M \x. •vwwe 
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an error ; and this perhaps admitted for thefakt rfa 
kttUr Example to he colkQed from your SlTFFERiNGSy. 
than conid have been given ^ had you never erred : For> 
nj dear, the time or Adversity is yourSni-tii kg- 
TIME. I fee evidently, that adverfity muft call forth 
graces and beauties which could not have been brought 
to light in a run of that profperous fortune^, which 
attended you from your cradle till now ; admirably 
as you became J and, as we all thought, .greatly as yoo 
itferxjei that profperity*^ 

All the matter is, the trial muft be grievous to you* 
It is to mr : It is to all who love you,. and looked upon 
you as one fet aloft to be admired and imitated, and 
not as a mark,.as you have lately found, Jor Envy to 
ihoot its (hafts^at. 

Let what I have written above have its^due weight* 
you, my dear ; and then, . as warm imaginations 
are not without a mixture of Enihuliafm, your Anna 
Howe, who, on reperufal of it, imagines it to be in 
a ftyle fuperior to her ufual ftyle, will be ready to flat-- 
ter herfelf that (he has been in a manner iBfpired with 
the hints that have comforted and raifed the dejected 
heart of her fuffertng friend ;., who, from fuch hard 
trials, in a bloom fo tender^ may find at times her fpi- 
rits funk too low to enable her to pervade the fur-- 
roundingdarknefs, which conceals from her the hope- 
ful dawning of<the betterday which awaits hen 

I. will add DO more at prefent, than that I am . 
Tour ever. faithful and affe^ionate^ 

Anna Howe, 
LETTER XIL. 

Mifs Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Howe. 

Friday ^ May 12. 
T Muft be filcnt, my exalted friend, under praifes 
•* that opprefs my heart with a eonfcioufnefs of not 
ieServiDg xhcm ; at the fame lime ihat vl^e generous 
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deiign of thofe praifes raifes and comforts it : For it 
is a charming thing to ftand high in the opinion of 
there we love ; and to find that there are fouls that can 
carry their friendfhips beyond accidents, beyond bodj^ 
and ties of bipod. Whatever, my deareft creature, 
is my fhtning-time^ the time of a friend's adverflty is 
yours* And it would be almoft a fault in me to regret 
tbofe affli^ons, which give you an opportunity fo 
gldnoufly to exert thofe qualites, which not only eQ-^ 
noble our Sezj but dignity human nature. 

But let me proceed to fubjeAs lefs agreeable. 

Ir am forry you have reafon to think Singleton's 
projeAl are not at au end« But who knows what the 
Milor had to propofe ?*-Tet had any good been in- 
tended mCy this method would hardly have been fallea 
upon. 

Depend upon it, my dear, your Letters (hall be 
fafe. 

I have made a handle of Mr. Lovelace's bold at* 
tempt and freedom, as I told you I would, to keep 
him ever fince at a diilance, that I may have an op* 
portunity to fee the fuccefs of the application to my 
Uncl^, and to be at liberty to eminrace any favourable 
overtures that may arife from it. Yet he has beea 
very importunate^^ and twice brought Mr. Menneil 
from Mrs. Fretchville to talk about the houfe. — If I 
fljould be obliged to make up with him again^ I Jball 
tbtnk lam always doing myfelfafpite. 

As to what you mention of his newly-dete£led 
crimes ^ and your advice to attach Dorcas to my in- 
tereft^ and to come at fome of his Letters; thefe 
things will req,uire more or lefs of my attention, as I 
may hope favour or not from my Uncle Harlowe. 

I am forry that my poor Hannah continues ill. 
Pray, my dear, inform yourfelf, and let me know, 
whether (he wants any-thing that befits her cafe. 

I will not clofe this Letter till to-morrow is over ^ 

fpn I am xrfoi red to gp , to church ) and vVCvik ^% "^i^ 

tat 
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for the fake of mv duty, as to fee^ if I am at liberty 
to go out wlieal plcafe without being attended or ac- 
companied. 

Sunday p May 14. 

I HAVE not been able to avoid a fhOrt debate with 
Mr. Lovelace. I had ordered a coach to the door. 
When I had notice that it was come^ I went out of 
my chamber to go to it^ but met him drefled onthc 
ftairs-head with a book in his hand» but wichout his 
Hat and Sword. He afked with an air very folemoy 
yet rcfpe^tful, if I were going abroad. I told him I 
was. He dcfired leave to attend me, if I were going 
to church. I refufed him.. And then he complained 
heavily of my treatment of him ; and declared that 
hie would not live fuch another week as the paft» for 
the world. 

I owned to him very frankly, that I had made an 
application to my friends ; and that I was refolved to 
keep myfelf to myfelf till I knew the iiTue of it. 

He coloured and feemed furprifed. But checking 
himfelf in fomething he wa» going to fay, he pleaded 
my danger from Singletonj^ and again deflred to at* 
tend me. 

And then he told me, that Mrs. Fretchville had 
defired to continue a fortnight longer in the houfe.. 
She foundjt faid he, that I was unable to determine 
about entering upon it y. and now who knows when 
fuch a vapourifh creature will come to a refolution i 
This, Madam^ has been an unhappy week ; for had 
I not flood upon fuch bad terms with you^ ym might 
have been now Wiiftrefs of that houfe j and probably 
had my Couiln Montague,, if not Lady Betty^ actually 
with you.. 

And fo. Sir, taking all you fay for granted, your 

Couiia Montague cannot come to Mrs. Sinclair's I 

What, pray, is her objeftion to Mrs. Sinclair's I Is 

this houfe fit for me to live in a month or two, and 

Moc £t for any of your relaiiou*. for %, fc^j d^^s ?— 
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And Mrs. FrJetchville has taken more time too ! — TheD» 
pufhiDg by hiai, I hurried down flairs. 

He called (o Dorcas to bring him his Sword and 
Hat ; and following me down into the paflage, placed 
himfelf between me and the door ; and agaia deiired 
leave to attend me. 

Mrs. Sinclair came out at that inftant, and afked 
Bie, if I did not chufe a diih of chocolate ? 
. I wi(b»Mrs. Sinclair, faid I, yon would take this mao> 
in with you to your chocolate. I don't know whether 
I am at liberty to ftir out without his leave or not. 

Then turning to himi I afked^ if he kept me there: 
his prifoner ? 

' Dorcas juft then bringing him his Sword and Hatr 
he opened the ftreet-door^ and taking my reluftant 
handy led me^ in a very obfequious manner, to the 
coacha People paiOBng by, ftopt, ftared, and whif» 
pered — But he is fo graceful in his perfon and drefs^ 
that he generally takes €very eye. 

I was uneafy to be fo gazed at %. and he ftepped ia 
after me> and the coachman drove to St. Paul's* 

He was very full of affiduities all the wayj while I was 
asVeferved as poffibl&: And when I returned, dined, as 
I had done the greateft part of the week, by myfelf.. 

He told me, upon my rcfotving to do fo, th^taltho' 
he would continue his paffive obfervance till I knew 
the iflue of my application ; yet I muft expeA, that 
then I ihould not red one moment till I had fixed 
his happy day : For that his very foul was fretted witk 
my flights, refentments, and delays. 

A wretch } when I can fayj^ to my infinite regret,, 
on a doubie accountj^ that all he complains of is owing 
to himfelf I 

O that I may have good tidings from my Uncle ! 

Adieu, my deareft friend ! — This ihall lie ready for 
an exchange (as I hope for one to-morrow from youj^ 
that will decide^ as I may fay, the deftiny of 

Tour 
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LETTER XIII. 

Mifs Howe, To Mrs. Judith Norton. 
Good Mrs. Norton^ thurjday^ May 1 1. 

^"^ A N N O T you, without naming nu as an ad- 
^^ ^ifcr, who am hated by the family, - contrive a 
way to let Mrs. Harlowe know, that in an accidental 
converfation with me, tou had been aflfured that my 
beloved friend pines after a Reconciliation with her 
relations \ That (he has hitherto, in hopes of it, re- 
fufed to enter into any obligation that {hall be in the 
leaft an hindrance to it : That (he would fain avoid 
giving Mr. Lovelace a right to make her family un- 
eafy in relation to her Grandfather's Eftate : That all 
Ihe wifhes for ftlll is to be indulged in her choice ol^ 
a Single Life, and, on that condition, would make 
her Father's pleafure hers with regard to that &ftate : 
That Mr. Lovelace is continually preffing her to mar- 
ry him ; and all bis friends likewife : But that I am 
fure, (he has fo little liking to the man, becaufe of 
his faulty morals, and of the antipathy of her relations 
to him, that i£flie had any hope givien her of a Re- 
conciliation, (he would forego all thoughts of him, 
and put bcrfelf into her Father's proteftion.. But that 
their refolution muft be fpeedy \ for otherlNufe fihe 
would. find herfelf obliged to give way to his prefling 
entreaties ; and it might then be out of her power to 
prevent difagreeable litigations. 

I do aflure you, Mrs. Norton, upon my honour, 
that our deareft friend knows nothing of this proce* 
dure of mine : And therefore it is proper to acquaint 
you, in confidence, with my grounds for it. — Tbe£e 
arc they v 

She had defired me to let Mr. Hickman drop bints 
to the above efieft to her Uncle Harlowe ; but indi* 
re£tly as from himfelfy lei^, if the application (hould 
M^t be attended with fuccefs, and Mr. Lovelace (who 
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already takes it ilY^ that he has fo little of her favour) 
come to know it, flic may be deprived of every pro- 
tection, and be perhaps fubjefled to great inconvc* 
nieaces from f%> haughty a fpirit. 

Having this authority from her, and being very 
folicitous about the fuccefs of the application, I 
thought, that if the weight of fo £0od a Wifq, Mo- 
ther, and Sifter, as Mrs. Harlowe is known to be, 
were thrown into the fame fcale with that of Mr. 
John Harlowe (fuppoling he could be engaged) it 
could hardly fail of making a due imprc/Iion. 

Mr. Hickman will fee Mr. John Harlowe to-mor- 
row: By that time you may fee Mrs. Hai lo we. If 
Mr. Hickman finds the old gentleman favourable, he 
will tellhim» that you will have feen Mrs. Harlowc 
apoD the fame account \ and will advife him to join 
m confultation with her how beft to proceed to melt 
the moft obdurate hearts in the world. 

This \i the fair ftate of the matter, and my true 
motive for writing to you. I leave all therefore to 
your difcretion ; and moft heartily wifli fuccefs to it ; 
being of opinion that Mr. Lovelace cannot poflibly 
deferve our admirable friend : Nor indeed know I the 
man who does. 

Pray acquaint me by a line of the rcfult of your in- 
terpofttion. If it prOve not fuch as may be reafonably 
hoped for, our dear friend fliall know nothing of this 
ftcp from me 1 arul pray let her not from you. Fo^ 
in that cafe, it would only give deeper grief to a heart 
already too much afflicted. I am, dear and worthy 
Mrs, Norton, 

Your true friend^ 

Ai4KA Howe. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

Mrs, Norton, To Mifs Howe. 

Dear Madam, Saturday, May I j». 

\A Y heart is almoft broken to be obliged to let, 
^ "*• you know, that fuch is the iicuation of things 
in the family of my ever -dear Mifs Harlowe» that 
there can be at prefent no fuccefs expefted from any 
application in her favbun Her poor Mother Is to be 
pitied. I have a mod afFcfliag Letter from her ; but 
muft not communicate it to you ; and fhe forbids me 
to let It be known that (he trices upon the fubj[eft } 
although (he is compelled, as it were, to do it, for 
the caie of her own heart. I mention it therefore in 
confidence. 

I hope in God that my beloved young Lady has 
preferved her honour inviolate. I hope there is not 
a man breathing, who could attempt a facrilege fo de* 
teflable. I have no appreheufion of a failure in a vir* 
tue fo eftabliihed. ^ God for ever keep fo pure a heart 
out of the reach of furprifes and violence ! E'^fe, dear 
Madam, I befeech you., my over-anxious heart, by 
one line, by the bearer, altho' but by one line, to ac- 

J[uaint me (as furely you can) that her honour is un- 
iillied. — If it be not, adieu to all the comforts this life 
can give : Since none will it be able to afford 

To the poor Juditm Norton% 

L E T T E R XV. 

Mifs Howe, To 3Jrs..]vDim Norton. 

Dear good Wom&n^ Saturday Evenings May • 1 3. 

XT OUR Beloved's honour is inviolatel — Mufi be 

^ inviolate ! And vjUI be fo, in fpitc of men and 

devils^ Could I have had hope of a Reconciliation, 

all my view was, that fiie ihould not have bad this 

maa« 
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—All that can be faid now, is. She mud run the. 

F a bad hufband : She, of whom no man living 

rthy ! 
pity her Mother — So do not III pity no Mo- 

Uiat pats it out of her pawer to fhew maternal 
and Humanity, in order to patch up for hcr- 

prccariousand forry quiet^ which every blaft 

id <hall difturb. 

ite tyrants in every form and fhape : But pater- 

id maternal tyrants are the worft of .all • For 

;an have no bowels. 

ipeat, that I pity none of them. Our beloved 
only deferves pity. She had never been in the 
of this man, but for them. She is quite blame- 
You don't know all her ftory. Were I to teH 

lat fhe had no intention to go off with this maoj 

Id avail her nothing. It would only ferve to 

mn, with thofe who drove her to eStremitieSj 

rho now muft be her refuge. I am 

Tourjtncere Friend and Servant, 

Anna Hows. 

LETTER XVI* 

Mts. Harlowe, To Mrs. Norton. - 

:ommujiicated till the Letters came to be colle^edJ\ 

Saturday t May. 13. 
urn an anfwer in wrhingi as I promifed, to 
ur communication. But take no notice either 

Bella's Betty (who I underftand fometimes vi* 
u) or to the poor wretch herfelf, nor to any- 
that I do write. I charge yon don't. My heart 
1 : Writing may give fome vent to my griefs, 
erhaps I may write what lies moft upon my 

without confining myfelf flriflly to the prefent 

m know how dear this ingrateful creature ever 
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was 'to us all. You know how fiDcerely wc joined 
with every one of thofe who ever had feen her, orcoo' 
Tcr/ed with her» to praife and admire her ; and ex* 
ceeded in her praife even the bounds of that ttiodefty, 
which, becauie (he was our own, (hould have re* 
ftrained us \ being of opinion, that to have been filent 
in the praife of fo apparent a merit, muft rather have 
argued blindnefs or afltAation in us, thftn that we 
ihould incur the cenfure of vain partiality to our own. 

When therefore any*body congratulated Us on fuch 
a Daughter, we received their congratulations without 
any diminution. If it was faid. You are happy io 
this child ; we owned, that no parents ever were hap- 
pier in a child. If more particularly, they praifed bei 
dutiful behaviour to us, we faid. She knew not how 
to offend. If it was faid, Mifs ClariiTa Harlowe hai 
a wit and penetration beyond her years ; we, tnfteac 
of difallowing it, would add — And a judgment nt 
lefs extraordinary than her wit. If her prudence wai 
praifed, and z forethought^ which every one faw fup 
plied what onlyj'^^rj and experience gave to others 
Nobody need to fcruple taking lefTons from Ciarifil 
Harlowe, was our proud anfwer. 

Forgive me, O forgive me, my dear Nortour— Bu 
I know you will ; for yours, when good, was thi 
child, and your glory as well as mine. 

But have you not heard ftrangcrs, as flic pa/Ted t( 
and from church, ft«p to praife the angel of a crea 
ture, as they called her ; when it was enough fo 
thofe who knew who flie was, to cry, IVhy^ it is MiJ 
€larijffa Harlowe I^--- As if every-body were obliged t 
know, or to have heard of Clarifia Harlowe, and o 
her excellencies. While, accufiomed ic praifi^ it wa 
too familiar to her^ to caufe her to alter either he 
look or her pace. 

For my own part, I could not ftifle a pleafure, ths 
had perhaps a faulty vanity for its foundation, whei 
€Ycr I W2is ipokcQ of^ or addreiTcd to^ as the Mo the 
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of fo fweet a child : Mr. Harlowe and I, all the time, 
loving each other the better for the (hare each had ia 
fuch a Datighter. 

StilU ftill, indulge the fond, the overflowing heart 
of a Mother ! I could dwell for ever upon the remem- 
brance of what flie was, would but that remembrance 
tMinifh from my mind what (he is! 

In //er bofom, young as ihe was, could I repofe all 

my griefs— Sure of receiving from her prudence ad- 

Vice as well as comfort ; and both iDiiouated in fo 

hnmble, in fo dutiful a manner, that it was impof- 

fible to take thofe exceptions Nvhich the didance of 

years and charaAer between a Mother and a Daughter 

would have made one apprchenfive of from any other 

Daughter. She was our glory when abroad, our de- 

I . light when at home. Every-body was even covetous 

• of her company ; and we grudged her to our Bro- 

theirs Harlowe, and to our Siller and Brother Hervey, 

No other contention among us, theo, but who 

fliould be next favoured by her. No chiding ever 

knew £be from us, but the chiding of Lovers, when 

: (Ue was for Shutting herfelf up too long together from 

us, in puriuit of thofe charming amufements and 

iifcful Employments, for which, however, the whole 

family was the better. 

Our other children had reafon (good children as 
they always wcr«) to think thcmitlves negleftod, 
Sut they hkcwife were fo fenfible of their liller*s fu- 
periority, and of the honour ihe refledled upon the 
whole family, that tbey confeflld themfclvcs eclipled, 
without envying the eclipfer. Indeed there was not 
any body fo equal with her, in thtir own opinions, as 
to envy what all afpired but to emulate. The dear 
» creature, you know, my Norton, gave an eminence 
to us ail ! 

Then her acquirements. Her {kill in mufic, her 
fine needlcwo.ks, her elegance in diefs; for which 
flie u AS fo much admired, that the nc\gh\>ouutv%\-'a^- 
Vol. IV. E ^\%% 
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dies ufcd to fay, that they need not fetch fafhibn' 
fioQi London ) fince whatever Mifs Oaiifla Harlowe 
wore, was the heft fafhioo, bccaufe her choice of wtf- 
lural beauties fet thofe of Art far behind them. Her 
genteel eafe, and fine turd of perfon ; her deep read- 
i.ig ; and tbefe, joined to her open manneis, and her, 
ch earful mode fly — O my good Nor ton j what a fwect 
child was once my Clary Harlowe ! 

This, and more, you kotw her to be : For maoy 
of her excellencies were owing to yourfcjf ; and wilk 
the milk you gave her, you gave her what no oiher 
nuifc in the vorld could gi\e her. 

And do you think, my worthy woman, do you 
think, that the wiltul lapfc of fuch a child is to be 
forgiven \ Can fhc hcrftlf think that Ihe defervet 
roc the fevered punifhnxnt for the abuie of fuch ta- 
lents as were cntrufted to her ? 

lier fault was a f .ult of prcmcdiravon, of cunnings 
of coDirivarce. She has deceived cvtry-body's ex- 
pectations. Her whole Stx., as well as ihe family (he 
Ipiung fiom, is difjracfd by it* 

Would any-bv dy ever have bolitvcd, that fuch a 
jourg crentiirc as this, vho had by .her advice favcd 
even her ovcr-Iivtly friend from marrying a fop, ai:d 
a libcjtire, would heiielf have gone off" wjih cne of 
the viUlt and n.oR Doturu us of- libertines \ A man 
whoft character (ht knew ^ dnd knew it to be uoiTe 
than the charadlcr cf hini fion» >*honi jQie faved her 
fiicLd ; a nun s^gainft wht-m (he wa*» uaint^d : One 
V ho hrd had her Krcthcr's life in h*s hnndsj and who 
c^inftiiLtly ct cur whole family at dthar.cc. 

T. ilk for n.f , my gO( d Nonor ; think what my 
ur l.appii tis mult i r, both. as a wife and a Mother. 
Vv'ha: rtftltis days, what (Iceplefs nights; yet my 
own rankling apguifli ciidcavoiired to be fmoothed 
ovtr, ro fc fitn the iifguifh .ot fiercer Ipiri s, and fO 
keep them from biazir.g oui lo lurih^r n.ifthief ! O 
this t^av^hi), ni.u^hty giii ! wJbo k e\v fo well what 

(he 
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the did J and who could lopk fo far into confequeD- 
ces, that we thought flic would have died, rather thaa 
lia?e doDe as (he has done ! 

Her known character for prudence leaves her abfo- 
lotely without excufe. How then can I offlrr to plead 
for her, if, thro* moihe^rly indulgence, I would for- 
give her Ayfelf ? — And have we not, moreover, fuf- 
fered all the difgrace ihzt can befal us! Has not (he ? 

If now ihe has fo little liking to his morals, had Ihe 
not reafon before to have as little ? Or has (he fufFered 
by them in her own perfrni ?-^0 oiy good woman, I 
idoobt — I doubt*— Will not the charader of the man 
make one doubt an angel, if once in his power ? The 
world will think the worfK I am told it does. So 
likewife her Father twars ; her firoiher hears ; and 
what can / do ? 

Our antipathy to bim (he knew' before, as well as 
his cbarafter. Thcfe therefore cannot be new motives 
without a new reafon- — O my dear Mrs. Norton, how 
(hall /, how can >C2/, i'upport ourfelves under the ap- 
prchendons ro which thefe thoughts lead ! 

He continually pr effing her, you fay, to marry him : 
Bis friends likewife. She has reafon, no doubt Ihc has 
Teafon, for this application to us : And her crime is 
gk>(Ied over, to bring her to ys with new difgrace ! 
Whither, whither, dues one guilty Aep lead the mif- 
guidcd heart I — And now, .truly, to favc a ftibborn 
fpirir, we arc only to be founded, that the application 
may be occadonally retra'lted or denied ! 

Upon the whole: Were I inclined to plead for 
her, it is now the moft improper of ail times. Now 
ihAt my brother Harlowe has difcour^iged (as he lafl 
flight came hither on purpofe to tell us) Mr, Hick- 
man's iniifJUHtc'd application \ and been applauded tor 
it. Now, that m) Brother Antony is intending to 
carry his gi eat fortune, ihro* her fault, into another 
family: — She expefting, no doubt, hcrfdf, to be put 

£ 2 \tao 
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into her Graodfacher's Eftate, io confeqaeoce of a Ac^ 
coDciliation, and as a reward for her fauh: And in- 
lifting iliil upon the fame terms which (he offered be- 
fore, and which were rejcfted — Not thro* roy faulty 
I am idre, reje^ed ! 

From all thefe things, you wHl return fuch an an- 
fwer as the cafe requires. It might coft me the peace 
of my whole life, at this time, to move for her. God 
forgive her I If I do, nobody elfe will. And kt it, for 
your own fake, as well as mine, be a fecret that yon 
and I have entered upon this fubjeA. And I define 
you not to touch upon it again but by particular pcr^- 
miflion : For, O my dear oood woman, it fets my 
heart a bleeding in as many ftreams^as there are veins 
m It ! 

Tet think me not impenetrable by a proper coo- 
tritioQ and remorft-— Bur what a torment is it to have 
a will without a power! 

Adieu ! adieu I God give us both <omfort ; and to 
the 0714,^ dear — the ever-dtzr creature (for can a Mo- 
ther forget her child ?) repentance, deep repentance i 
And as little fufferiog as may befit His blcflfed wil)^ 
and her grievous fault, prays 

Tour real Frien^j 

Charlottb Harlowe. 

LETTER XVn. 

iWi/jr HowK, 7b Tk/j/i Clarissa Harlowe. 

Sunday May 14, 
TJOW it is now, my dear, between you and Mr. 
*• •* Lovelace, I cannot tell. But wicked as the mam 
is, I am atraid he muft be youi Lord and Mafter. 

I called him by Itveral very hard names in my laft. 

I had but juft h^ ard of feme of his vilencjfTes, when I 

fat down to writt \ to my indignation was raifed. But 

on j/jqulry, and recoUeftiot^, I find ihai the fafts laid 

to /jU charge were all of lUcm cooiiavvv^^ l^mt. vvxaa 
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igo**-Qot 6ncc he has had Jirong hopes of your fa- 
vour. 

This is faying fomething for him. His generous 
behaviour to the Innkeeper's Daughter, is a more re- 
cent inftance to his credit \ to fay nothing of the uni- 
▼erfal good charade r he has as a kind Landlord. And 
then 1 approve much of the motion he made to put 
you in po^eflron of Mrs. Fretchvilie's houfe, whik 
kc continues at the other widow's, till you agree that 
one houfe (hould hold you. i wi(h this were done. Be 
fiire you embrace .thisx)ffer (if you do not foon meet 
it the Altar) and get one of his Coufins with yoUr 

Were you once married, I (hould think you can- 
Bot be very unhappy, tho*^ you may not be fo happy 
with him as yon deferve to be. The ftake he has ia 
his coutitry, and his rcveriions ; the care he ukes of 
his afiairs; his freedom from obligation; nay, his 

J ride, with your merit, muQ be a tokrable fecurity 
)r you, I ftiould think. Tbo' particulars of his 
wickednefs, as they come to my knowledge, hurt and 
mceofe me \ yet, after all, when I give myfclf time 
to refleft, all that I have heard of him to his difad- 
▼antage was comprehended in the general character 
given of him long ago^ by Lord M.'s and his own 
difmifled bailiff (a), and which was confirmed to me 
by Mrs. Fortefcue,. as I heretofore told you (^), aqd 
^you by Mrs. Greme (c). 

You can have nothing thereforci I think, to be 
deeply concerned about, but his future good, and the 
bad example he may hereafter fct to his own family. 
Thefe indeed are very juft concerns : But were you 
to leave him now, eithtr 'with or without his confent, 
kis fortune and alliances fo confiderable, his perfon 
and addrefs fo- engaging (every one excuiing you ^ 
now on thofe accounts, and becaufe of ^out "^^eX:*,- 
tjons foJihs) it would have a very iU ai^i^e^it^ti^^ i^^ 

E 3 1 
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your reputation. I canoot therefore, on the moft de- 
liberate confideration, advife you to think of that, 
while you have no reafon to doubt his honour. May 
eternal vengeance purfue ihc villain if he give room 
for an apprehenfion of this nature ! 
. Yet his teazing ways are "mculerable i His acquief- 
cence with your flight delays, and his refignedoefs 
to the diftance you now keep him at (for a fault fo 
much fltghter as he mud think, than the punifhtHent) 
are unaccountable: He doubts your love of ^/m» thai 
is very probable ; but you have reafon to be furprifed 
at his want of ardor ; a Blefling fo great within hia 
reach f as I may fay.. 

By the titne you have read to this place, you will 
have no doubt of what has been the iflue of the con- 
ference between the Tito Gentlemen. I am equally 
fhocked and enraged againft them All. Againft theni 
-^//, I fay J for I have tried your good Norton's 
weight with your Mother (though at firft I did not 
intend to tell you fo) to the fame purpofe as the gen- 
tleman founded your Uncle. Never were there fuch 
determined brutes in the world ! Why (hould I mince 
the matter ? Yet would I fain methinks make an ex- 
ception for your Mother. 

Your Uncle will have it, that you are ruined. * He 

* can believe every thing bad of a creature, he fays^ 

* who could run away with a man V with fuch a one 
« efpecially as Lovelace. They expeEled applications 

* from you, when fome heavy diftrefs had fallen up^ 

* on you. But they are all refolved not to (lir an 
•• inch in your favour ; no, not to fave your life !' 

My dearcft foul, refolve to aflcrt your right. Claim 
your own, and go and live upon it, as you ought. 
Ihcn, if you marry not, how will the wretches creep 
to you, for your reverfionary difpofitions ! 
You were accufed (as \n your AMtii'^ Letter^ * of 
^ premeditdtiOQ ancf contrivance \n '^out tVc?L>^t.^ \tv- 
Jticad of pitying you, the mcduuoi ^exVou ^^% c?\\^^ 
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upon 'to pity Jhem; who onccj your Uncle faid, 

• doted upon you : Who tqok no joy but in your pre- 

* feace : Who devoured your words as you fpoke 
' them : Who trod over again your footdeps, as you 

* walked before them.' — And I know not what of 
this fort. 

• Upon the whole y it is now evident to me, and fa 
it muft be to you, when you read this L;:tcer, thac 
you muft be his.- And the fooner you are fo, the bet- 
ter. Shall we fuppufe that marriage is not in your ' 
power ? — I cannot ^ave padence to fuppofe that. 

I am- concerned, methinks, to know how you will 
do to condefcend (now you fee you muft be his) after 
you have bept him at fuch a diftance ; and for the 
reveoge his pride may put him upja taking for ir* 
But let me tell you, thac if my going up, and (haring 
fortunes with you, will prevent fuch a noble creature 
from (looping too low ; much more were it likely to 
prevent your ruin ; I would not he iitate a moment a- 
bout if. What is the whole world to me, weighed a- 
gafnft fuch a friend as you are ? Think you, that anf 
of the enjoyments of this lifs could be enjoyments to 
mct were you involved in calamities, from which I 
could eiiher alleviate or relieve you, by giving up thofe 
enjoyments ? And what in faying this, and a£king up 
tp it, do I ojSer you, but the fruits of a friendlhip 
your worth has created ? 

Excufe my warmth of expre^ton. The warmth of 
my heart wants none. I am enraged at your Rela- 
tions ; for, bad as what I have mentioned is, I have 
not told yon all ; nor now, perhaps, ever will. I am 
i^tigry at my own Mother's narrownefs of mind, and 
at her iodifcriminate adherence to old notions. And 
I am exafperated again ft your foolifh, your low^ 
vanityd Lovelace. But let us ftoop to take the wretch, 
as he is, aod make the bcft of Vkicu, &tiiC^ ^^o^a^ 
fre dc/lined to Hoop, to keep grove\cv% ^ltv^ ^ot\^- 
^£9 ia couatcnaacc. He has not been %>riiv^ \ 

£ 4 - *;.\^ 
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4ireA indecency co youi Nor dare be — Noffo much 
of a devil as that comes to neither. Had he foch viU 
laioous intentionSi fo much in his power as you are^ 
they would have fhewn therofclves before now td 
fuch a penetrating and vigilant eye, and to fuch a pure 
heart as yours. Let us fave the wretch then, it wc 
can, iho' we foil our fingers in lifting htm up from 
his dirt. 

There is yet, to a perfon of your fortune and inde» 
pendence, a good deal to do> if you enter upon tboft 
terms which pught to be entered upon. I don't find 
that he has once talked of Settlements) nor yet of 
the Licence. A foolilh wretch !— But as your cvH 
deftiny has thrown you out of ail other protcAioH 
and mediation^ you muft be Father^ Mother^ UncU 
to yguridf ; and enter upon the requifite points for 
yourfelf. It is hard upon you ; but inded yon muft* 
Tour fituation requires it. IVbat room for delicacy 
now f — Or would you have me write to him ? Yet 
that would be the fame thing as if you were to wiife 
yourfelf. Yet write yt)u fhould, I think, if you can** 
not fpeak. But fpeaking is certainly bcft: For wordi 
leave no traces \ they pafs as breath ; aiKl mingle with 
air \ and may be expiaioed with latitude. But the peA 
is a witne^ on record. 

I know the gemlenefs of y6ur fpirit ; I know thft 
laudable pride of your heart \ and the juft notion yoii 
have of the dignity of our Sex, in thefe delicate points. 
But once morei all this is nothing now: Your honour 
is concerned that the dignity I fpeak of fhould not 
be ftood upon. 

< Mr. Lovelace/ would I fay \ yet hate the (bolifh 
fellow, for his low, his flupid pridr, in wifhing to 
triumph over the dignity of his own Wife ;— • I anl 
^ by your means deprived of every friend I have in 
' the v/orXd. In what light am I to look upon you f 
^ I have well con(idered of cvcr^ vYvvu^^, Xow \vvi^ 
^/TiMdc fosxxc people^ mu(.h a^amft. m^ ViisAti^^ VJsivt^ 
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*'me a W^e : Others know I am not married; nor 
''do I defire any body fhould believe I am. Do yoa 
'thiak your bdping here in the fa me houfe wirh me 

* can be to my reputation ? Tou talked to me of Mr?. 
< Fretchville's houfe.' This vnll bring him to renevr 
his laft difcourfe on that fubjeft, if he does not revive 
if of himielf. ' \i Mrs. Fretcbville knows not her 
'own mind, what is her houfe to me ? Tou calked of 
*.bringiBg'up your Coufin M >ntague co bear me com* 

* pany : If my Brother's fchemes be your pretence for 
'not going yourfclf to fetch her, you can "Mrite to her. 
'I iofiil upon bringing thefe iwo points to an i/Tue: 
^OflT or on, ought to be indifferent to me^ if fo to 

* tbcm: 

Such a d):claration mud bring all forward. There 
ace twenty ways, my dear, that you would find out 
for another in your circumftancvs. He will difJain, 
from his native infolencei to have it thought h' has 
ati^f body to coofult. Well theui will he not be obliged 
to declare himfelf ? And if he does^ no delays on your 
fide, I befeech you. Give him the day. Let it be a 
ihort one It would be derogating trom your own 
merit, and honour too» let me tell you» even ah ho' he 
fhould not be fo explicit as he ought to be, to feem but 
to doubt his ineaning ; and to wait for that explana* 
tion for which I fhould for ever defpife hini^ if he 
makes it necefiTary. Twice already have you, my dear, - 
if not oftener, modefty^d away fuch opportunities as 
you ou^ht-not to have flipr. As to ieitlements, if 
they come not in naturally,, e'en leave them to his own 
juflice. and ta the juftice of his family. And there's 
an end of the matter. 

This is my advice : Meed it as circun^ fiances ofTeri 
and follow ^02/r oit;/!. But indeed, m/uear, this, or 
fomethiog like it, would I do. Aud Vtl Yi\m \0\ 
me sftcrwaids, if he dared or wovl . »^^ w \\e \\\i.TcJ^'^^ 

down to I be ihoe-bvckles the UvrioiX U ViQvAd>a:*:^ 

teen hts glory to exait. 

£ 5 «>\x^^ 
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Support yourfclf mean time with reflexions worthy 
of yourfelf. Tho' tricked into this man's power, you 
are not meanly fubjugiited to it. All his reiikence 
you command, or rather, as I may fay, infpire ; fince 
it was never known that he had any reverence for 
aught that was good, *trli you was with him : And he 
profefles now-and then to be fo awed and charmed by 
▼our eximple> as that the force of it ihall reclaimr 
niji 

I believe you will have a difficult tafk to keep 
him to it: Bui the more will be your honour, if 
you C&C& his Reformation: And it is my belief, 
that if you can reclaim this great, this fpecious de- 
ceiver, who has, morally fpeaking, fuch a number 
of years before him, you will fave from ruin a mul- 
titude of innocents \ for thofe feem to me to have 
been the prey for which he has fpread his wicked 
fnares. And who- knows hut, for this very ptii-pofc 
principally, a perfon may have been permitted to 
fwerve, whofe heart or will never was in hec error, 
and who has fo much rcmorfe upon her for having, 
as flic thinks, erred a^ all ? Adieu, my deareft friend. 

Anna Howe. 

Inchfed in the above, 
T Muft trouble you with 'ny concerns, tho' your 
"* own are fo heavy upon you. A piece of news I 
have to tell you. Youi Uncle Antony is di'pofed. to 
marry. With whom^ think you? With my Mother. 
True indeed. Tour famiU know it All is laid with 
redoubled malice at your door. And there the old 
Soul hinifclf lays ir. 

Take no notice of this intelligence, not fo much as 
in your Letters to me, for fear of accidents. 

I think it Cati't do. But were I to provoke my 
Moihe», rh«t might afford i prorence. Elie, I fhould 
have oecn wiih y^^u be ^'or. n)W I -ancy. 

The SrA Jjkdibood that appears to me of cncou- 
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ragement, I difmifs Hickman, thjit's certain. If mj 
Mother difoblige m^ in fo importani ao article, I fhan't 
think of obliging her in tuch another. It is impofBbiet 
furely, that the dcfiie of popping me off to that honeft 
man can be with fuc*h a view, 

1 repeat, that it cannot come to any thiag. But 
ihcfc widows — Then fuch a love in us all, both old 
and young, of being co(!irted and admired! — And 
foirrefiliibleto their Eider/hips to be flattered, that all 
power is not over with them ; but that they may ftill 
dais and prank it with their daughters — It vexed mc 
lieartily to have her till me of this propoUl with klf- 
complaifaat fimperings; and yet (he affected to fpeak 
of ic, as if (he had no intention to encourage it 

Thcfe antiquared bachelors (oM before they bcli<2ve 
themfelves to be fo) imagine, that when they have 
once perluaded fhainfelves to think of the State, they 
hive nothing more to do than to make their minds 
known to- the woman. 

Your Uncle's overgrown fortune is indeed a h^xx ; 
a tempting one. A faucy Diughttr to be got rid of ! 
The memory of the Fathei of that Daughter not 
precious enough to weigh much ! — But let him ad- 
▼dnce if he dare — Let her encourage — But I hope (he 
won't. 

Excufe me, m% dear. I am nettled. They have 
fearfully rumpled my gorget. You'll think me faulty. 
Su I won't put my name to this fcparate paper. Other 
hands may rciemble mine. You did noi fee me write 

L E T T E .R XVIir. 

ik/^/} Clakissa Harlowe, To A/j/j Howe. 

jyjondo}, Afternoon^ May. 15. 

"^T OW indeed' it is evident, my beft» m^ q^^ 
^^ it'iead, ihdi I h^re but one ^Vvoicc vo tlmEt* 

E6 KtMi 



84 Tht History of .V0I.4. 

And DOW do I find, that I have carried mj rcfent* 
ment agamft this man too far ; fince now I am 
to appear as if under an obligation to his patience with 
me for a conduA, which perhaps he will think (if 
not humourfome and childi(h) plainly demonftrativc 
of my little efteem of Kim ; of but a /econdarj eftcem 
at lead, where before, his piide rather than his merit 
had made him expeA a Jirjt, O my dear ! to be caft 
upon a man th^it is not 2i generous man \ that is indeed 
a cruel man ! A man that is capable of creating a di- 
firefs to a young creature^ who by her evil dcftiny ia 
thrown into his power ; and then of^ enjoying it» as! 
may fay ! [I verily think I may fay fo^ ox this fa- 
vagc! ] — What a fate is mine ! 

You give me, my dear, good advice, as to the pe« 
rempory manner in which I ought (o treat him : 
But do you confider to iv/iom it is that you give it ?— 
Aed then ihould I take ir, and fhould he be capable 
of delay, i unprotefted, defolate, nobody to fly to, 
in what a wretched light muft I (land in his eyes i 
and what is Hill as bad, in my own ( O my dear, lee 
you noi, as I do^ thai the occajion for this my inde- 
licite, my (hocking fuuaiion, (hould never have beeiK 
givtrn by me^ of all^creatures ; iince I am unequal, 
utterly unequal, \q the circumftances to which my 
inconfidcration h^^ reduced me ! What, / to chaU 
leii^e a man for. a hufband ! — /, to exert mylclf to 
quicken (he delayer in his reiblutions! And, havingt 
as you think, loft an opportunity, to begin to try to 
recal it, as/row myjelf and for myfelj I To threaten 
h'livi, as 1 may fay, into the' Marriage-State ! — O my 
dear ! if this be right to be done, how difficult is it, 
where Modefty and 8^ If (onWheic Pride if yoi! plcale) 
is conccriied, to do that nght ? Or, to exprefs myfelf 
in your words, to be Father, Mother, Uncle, to my- 
kU ! — Efpecially where one thinks a triumph over one 
is in' ended. 

You fa/, ^ou iiave tried Mrs. Horiou's weight 
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trich my Mother. — Bad as the returns are which mw 
application by Mr. Hickman has met with, you tell 
me, * that you have not acquainted me with all the 

* bad ; nor now, periiaps, ever will.* But why fo, 
my dear ? What is the bad, ' what can be the bad, 
which now you will never tell me of? — What worle, 
than renounce me ! and for ever I '' My Uncle, you 
' faj believes me ruined : He declares, that he can 

* believe every thing bad of a creature who could 

* fun away with a man : And they have all made a 

* refolution not ro (lir an inch in my favour $ no, 
' not to fave my Itfc'T-Have you worfc than thi*', 
my dear, behind ? — Surely my Father has not re- 
newed his dread rul malediction ! — Surtly, if To, my 
Mother has not joined in it ! Have my Uncles given 
k their fanCtion, and made it a family-aA ? And 
themfelves thereby more realty faulty^ than even Thbt 
fuppofe me to be, tho* I the cauje of that greater fault in 
them f — What, my dear, is the word, that you will 
leave for ever unrevealed \ 

Lovelace ! why comeft thou not juft now, while 
thefw black profpedts are before me ? For now, couidft 
Aou look into my heart, wouidft thou fee a diftrefs 
worthy of thy barbarous triumph I 

- p % 

1 WAS forced to quit my pen. And you fay yov 
have tried Mrs. Norton's weight with my Mother ? 

What is done cannot be remedied : But I wifh you 
had not taken a ftep of this importance to me without 
firft coniuhing me. Forgive me, my dear, but I muft 
tell you, that that high-fourdand noble friendfhip which 
you have ever avowedwith fo obliging and fo uncommon 
a warmth, altbo' it has been always the fubjeft of my 
grateful admiration, has been often the ground of my 
apprebenlion, becaufe of its unbridled fervor. 

Welly but now to look forward, you are of opinion 
that I muft be his ; And that I cannoi U^nc Uvccw^^'wVw 
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reputation to cnyfelf, whether with or without hts 
confenr. I mufty if fo, make the btft of the bad 
matter. 

He went out in the morning ; intending not to re- 
turn to dinner, unlcfs (as he fent me word) I would 
admit him to dine with me. 

i excufcd myftif. The man, whofe anger is now 
to be ot fuch high importance "co me, was, it ft^cnnsi 
dlfpleafcd. 

As he (as well as I) expeftcd, that I ftiould receive 
a Letter from you this day by Collins^. Ifuppoie he 
will not be long before he returns ; and then, poffi- 
bly, he is to be mighty ftately, mighty manni/k, 
mighry coy, if you plcafl ! And then muft I be very 
humble, very fubmiffive, and try to inlinuate my- 
felf into his good graces : Wich downcaft eye, if not 
by fpcech, beg his forgivenefs for the didance 1 have fa 
pcrvcrfely kept him at ! — Yts, I warrant ! — But I {hall 
fee how this behaviour will lit upon me .' — You have 
always rallied me upon my meeknefs, I think ! Well 
then, I will try, if I can be ftill meeker, fliali I ! — O 
my dear i — 

fiui let me fit with my hands before me, all pa- 
tience, alf reiignation ; tor I ihink I hear him coming' 
vp4 Or (hall I roundly accoft him, in the words, m 
the form, which you, my dear, have prefcribcd ! 

He is come in. He has fent to me, all impatience,, 
as D >icas fays, by his afpcA. — But I cannot, cannot 
fee him ! 

Monday Night. 

The contents of my Letter, and my own heavy re- 
flections, rendered me incapable ot feeing this expeft-^ 
ing man. The firft word he aflced Dorcas, was, it I 
had received a Letter (incc lie had been out ? Sac told 
me this ; and her anfwer, that I had ; and was faft» 
iog, and h^td been in tears ever fince. 

He fent to defire an interview with me. 

I anfwcred by her, That 1 was not very well. la 
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the morning, if better, I would fee him as Toon as he 
pleafeJ. 

Very humble f was it not, my dear ? Yet he was /5# 
reyal to take it for humility ^ for Porcas told mej he 
rubbed one fide of his face impatitntly; and iaid a 
rafli word, and was out of humour ; ftalking about 
the room. 

Half an hour after, he fent again ; dcfiring very 
eairncftly, that I would admit him to fupper with me^ 
He would enter upon no lubjcfts of converfation, but 
what I (hould lead to. 

So I fhould have been at liberty ^ you fee, to court 
htm! 

I again defired to be cxcufed, 
•. Indeed, my dear, *my eyes were fwclled : I was very 
low fpirited ; and could tior think of cnti ring all at 
•ncc, after the dldancc I had kept him at for feveral 
days, into the freedom of converfation which the ut- 
ter rcjeftion I have met with from my relations, as well 
as jour advice, has made necef&ry. 

He fent up to tell me, that as Ikj heard I was faft- 
iog, if I would promife to eat fome chicken which 
Mrs. Sinclair had ordered for fupper, he would ac- 
^uielce. — Very kind in his anger I Is he not F 

I promifed that I would, pan I be more prepara- 
f/v^/r condcfcending ? — How happy, I'll warrant, if I 
inay meet him in a kind znd forgiving humour J 

I hate myfelf ! — But I won't be infuhcd. Indeed I 
won't, for all this. 

LETTER XIX. 

Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe, 7*1!? Mi/s Howe. 

Tuefday^ May i6. 

T Think once more, we feem to be in a kind of train; 
* but through a ftorm. I will give you the particu- 
lars. 
,1 heard him in the Dining-roonv av YvNt \ti x>Kvtk 
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morning. I had refted very ill, and was i^p too. But 
opened not my door till Six : When Dorcas brought 
me his rcqueft for my couipany. 

He apprcuchtd me, and taking my hand as I en- 
tered the Dining-room, I went not to bed. Madam, 
fill two, faid he ; yet flept not a wink. For God*s 
fake, tormenc ,me nor, as you have done for a week 
paft. 

He paufed. I was filent. 

At firft, proceeded he, I thought your refentmenl 
^f a curioiity, in which I had beendiiappointed, could 
not be deep ; and that it would go off of itfelf : But 
when I found it was to be kept up till you knew the 
fucccf^ of fome new overtures which you had made^ 
and which, complied with, might have deprived me 
of you for ever ; how. Madam, could I fupport my- 
felt under the thoughts of having, with fuch an union 
of interefts, made fo little imprcffion upon your mind 
in my favour ? 

He paufed again. I was Aill filenr. He went on. 

I acknowledge that I have a proud hearty Madam, 
I cannot but hope for fome inftanccs of previous and 
preferable favour from the Lady I am ambitious to 
call mine ; and that her choice of mc (hould not ap- 
pear, noi flagrantly appear, direftcd by the pervcrfie- 
ficls of her ftlfifti periccutors, who arc my ir reconcile- 
able enemies. 

More to the fame purpofe he faid. You know, my 
dear, the room he had given me to recriminate upon 
him in twenty iuftances. I did not fpare him. 

Every one of thcfe ioftances, faid I, (after I had 

enumeiatcd them) convinces me ot your pride indeed. 

Sir, but not of your merit. I confcfs, that I have 

as much pride as you can have, although I hope 

it is of another kind than that you fo readily avow* 

JBut if, bir, you have the k^ift tm^RWiv^ m -^o^w^ 

of that pride which may be ex^t&ed^ Atid N>ciow^x 

laudable, ia a man of youj Urxb, 3L\\i^u^^^> ^^^ Vw 
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I you fhould rather wifh^ I will prefome to fay^ 
•romote what yoa call my piicLe, than either to 
refs it, or to regret that I have it. It is this my 
owledged pride, proceeded I, that induces me to 
'ou. Sir, that I think it beneath me to difowo 
t have been my motives for declintng, for fome 

paft, any converfation with you, or viiit from 
MenncU, that might lead to points out of my 
sr to determine upon, until I heard from my Un- 
larlowe; whom, I confefs, I have caufed to be 
ded, whether I might be favoured with his inter- 
to obtain for me a Reconciliation with my friends, 
a terms which I had caufed to be propofed. 
know not, (aid he, and fuppofe muft not prefume 
k, what thefe terms were. But I can but too well 
!s at them ; arid that I was to have been the pre- 
aary facrifiee. But you muft allow me. Madam, 
ly. That as much as I admire the noblenefs of 
r (entiments iti general, and in particular that 
nhle pride which you have fpoked of j I wi{b that 
old compliment you with fuch on uniformity in if» 
ad fet you as much above all fubmiffion to minds 
lacable and uoreafonable (I hope 1 may, without 
Dce, fay, that your Brother's and Sifter's are fuch) 
: has above all favour and condefcenlion to me. 
Hfy and Nature^ Sir, call upon me to make tht 
miifions you fpeak of : There is a Father, th^re is 
[other, there are Uncles in the one cafe, to juftify 

demand thofe Submiffions — What, pray. Sir, 
be pleaded for the CGnde/cenfion, as you call it ?— 
J you fay, your Merits, either with regard to them^ 
o my/ei/, may ? 

i'his. Madam, to be faid. after the perfecutions of 
fe relations ! After what you have lufflsred ! After 
It you have made me hope ! Let mc, my dearefl: 
iiure, a£k you (we have been taWm^ o^ -fnd^ 
at fort 0/ pride muft Ais bc> which, c^in fiW^xA^ 
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whh indinsition and preference in the Lady whom he 
adores? — What muft be that Love — 

Love, Sir ! who talks of L9ve ? — Was not Merit 
the thing we were talking of ? — Have /ever profeflTed, 
have /ever required of you profeflions' of a paf&on of 
that nature ! — But there is oo end of thqi'e debatings ^• 
cachyo fauhlefs, eacbyg full of fclf — 

I do not think my kU fault le/st Madam : — But— ^ 
But what, Sir I — Would 'you ever more argue with "' 
me, as if you were a child r — Seeking palliauoos^ and 
making promifc:s ? — Promifcs of what. Sir ? Of being 
in future the man k is a fhime a gentleman is not ?— • 
Of being the man- 
Good God J interrupted he, with eyes lifted up, if 
thou wert to be thus fevere — 

Well, well. Sir, [impatiently] I need only to ob- 
ferve, that all this vad difference in fentiments {hews- 
how unpaired our minds are — So let us — 

Let us what. Madam ! — My Soul is rifing into tu» 
mults ! And he looked fo wildly, that I was a good 
deal terrified — Let us *what. Madam ! — 

I was, however, refolvcd not to defert myfclf— 
Why, Sir, let us rcfulvc to quit every regard for each 
•ther — Nay, fiame not out — I am a poor weak'-mind* 
cd creature in fome things: But where what IJhould' 
hf or not dtferve to live, if I ant not, is in the que- 
fi:ion, I have a great and invincible fpirit, or my own - 
conceit betrays me — Let us rcfolve to quit every regard 
for each other that is more than civil. This you may 
depend upon ; I will never marry any other man. I 
have fcen enough of your Sex j at leaft of Tcu, — A 
Single Life fhall ever be my choice : While I will leave 
you at liberty to purfue y*ur own. 
' Indifference, wor/e than indifference! faidhe^Ja: 
a paffion — 

Inrerrupting him — Indifference let it be — You 
iave not (in my opiniou at \c7i&\ de.^t.t\^<i vW\ vt 
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fliould be other : If 70U have in your owriy you have 
canfe (at leaft your pride has) to hate me for mif- 
judgiDg you. 

Deareft, deareft creature ! fnatching my hand with 
fiercenefsy let me befeech you to be uniformly noble ! 
Civil regards^ Madam! — Civil regards I — Can you fo 
cxpeA to narrow and confine fuch a paffion as mine ! 

Such a paffion as yours, Mr. Lovelace, dcferves to 
be narrowed and confined. It is either the pifQoa 
jitt do not chiok it, or /do not. * i quedion whether 
YODr mind is capable of beingy^ narrowed andy^ widen- 
tdf as is neceiTary to make it to be what I wiHi it to be* 
Lift up your hands and your eyes. Sir, in filent won- 
der, if you pleafe : But what does that wonder ex- 
frefs, what does it convince me of, but that we are 
not born for one another I 

By my Soul, faid he, and grafped my hand with an 
cagernefs that hurt it, we luere born for one another : 
You muji be mine — You Jhall be mine [and put his 
other arm round me] altho' my damnation were to be 
the purchafe ! 

I was fill! more terrified — Let me leave you. Mr 
Lovelace, faid I ; or do you begone from me. Is the 
paffion you boail: of to be thus fhockingly dcmonftra- 
tcd? 

You muft nof go, Madam! — You muft not leave 
me in anger — 

I will return — I will return — When you can be Icfs 
violent — lefs (hocking. 

And he let me go. 

The man quite frighted roe ; infomuch that when I 
got into my chamber, I found a fudden flow of tears 
a great relief to me* 

In half an hour, he fent a little billet, expreffing his 
concern for the vehemence of his behaviour, acid^c;i^- 
log to i'ee me 

I wear. BecauCc I could not VkcVo ti\\^c\l, \ 
rear. 
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He was full of his cxcufcs. — O my dear, what j- 
would you, evenj^ofi, do with foch a man as thist \ 
and in my fituation \ 

It was very poilible for him now, he faid» to aC'^ 
count for the workings of a beginning phrenfy. For 
his parr, he was near diftraflibn. All laft week ta 
fuffcr as he had fufiered ; and now to talk of Ctv^ 
Regard: only* when he had hoped from the oobleneft 
of my mind-^ 

Hope what you will, interrupted I ; I muft iofift 
upon it, that our minds are by no means fuited to 
each other. You have brought me into difificukief.- 
I am deferted by every friend but Mifs Howe. BAy 
true fentiments I will not coBceal—* It is againft my 
willy that I muft fubmit to owe proteAion from t 
Brother's projed^s^ which Mifs Howe thinks are noi 
given over, to Tou, who have brought me into thefe 
nreights : Not with my own concurrence brought mc^ 
into them \ remember that — 

I do remember that. Madam ! — So often remindedp 
how can I forget it ? — 

Yet I 'mill owe to you this proteflion, if it be ne- 
cefTary, in the earneft hope, that you will Jbun ra* 
ther than feek mifchic f, if any further inquiry after 
me be made. But what hinders you from leaving 
me .'-—Cannot I fend to you ? The Widow Fretch- 
Tille, it is plain, knows not her own mind : The 
people here indeed are more civil to me every day 
than other : But I had rather have lodgings more 
agreeable to my circumilances. I bed know what 
will fuit them ; and am refolvcd not to be obliged to 
any body. If you leave me, I will privately retire to 
fome one of the neighbouring villages, and there wait 
my Coufin Morden's arrival with patience. 

I prefume. Madam, replied he, from what yoir 
have faidf, that your appV\cav\ot\ x.o W-aiTVo^t.- Place 
has proved unfucccfsful : 1 ihevtiotc Vio^t, ^^\ -^^^ 
^illnow give me leave to meatvon vYi^ ^^^^ka "^^ ^"^^ 
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oatare of Settlements, which I have long intended 
ID propofe to you ; and which having till now de- 
b^ed to doj thro* accidents not proceeding from 
nyfeir I had thoughts of urging to you tbe moment 
fou entered upon your new houfe ; and upoti jour find- 
ing yourfelf as independent in appearance as you are 
in faEl^ Permit me, Madam, to propofe thefe mat- 
ters to you — Not with an expeAaiion of your imme^ 
liMte anfwer ; but for your confiJeration, 

Were not hefitation, a' felf-felt glow, a downcaft 
cyC) encouragement more than enough ? And yet 
yoowill obferve (as I now do on recolleAion) that 
he was in no great hurry to folicit for a Day \ fince 
be had no thoughts of propofing fetdcmcnt-^y till I 
had got into my new houfe ; and now, in his great 
complaifance to me, he delired leave to propofe his 
Terms, not with an expe^ation of my immediate 
tnfwer \ but for my confideration only — Yet, my 
dear^ your advice was too much in my head at this 
time. I hefitated. 

He urged on upon my filence : He would call 
God to witnefs to the juftice, nay to xht generofity of 
his intentions to me. if I would be fo good as to 
hear what he had to propofe to me, as to Settlements. 

Could not the man have fallen into the fubje£l 
without this parade ? Many a point, you know, it 
rcfufed, and ought to he lefufedj if leave be aiked to 
introduce it ; and whsn once rcfufed, the refufal muft 
in honour be adhered to — Wherciis, had it been Jlid 
in upon one, as I may fay, it might have merited 
further conlideration. If fuch a man as Mr» Love* 
lace knows not this, who fhould i 

But he fcemed lo think it enough that he had asked 
my ieave to propofe his bettlements. He took no ad- 
vantage of my filence, as i prcfume men as modefl 
as Mr. Lovelace would have done, \i\ 3l W^lc c^^t. \ 
Yet, gzzwg in my f^ce very confident\y, ahA ^tt.m- 
' io cxpc£t my aoiwcr, 1 thought in^fcVk qWCv^^A. 
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to give the fubjeA a more diSufe turn, in order to H 
injfeU the mortification of appeariog too ready in i 
compliance, after fuch a didance as had been betwc 
I2s; and yet (in purfuance of your advice) I was wiili 
to avoid the neceffity of giving him fuch a repulie 
might again throvtr us out of the courfe — A cruel 
ternative to be reduced to ! 

You talk of Cenercfity^ Mr. Lovelace^ faid I ; a 
you talk of JuJHce^ perhaps without having co 
iidered the force of the words, in the fenfe you i 
them on this occafion*-Let me tell yon what Get 
rojity is, in my fenfe of the word — Trub Gen 
ROsiTY is not confined to pecuniary inftances: 
is more than politeneis: It is more than good faitl 
It is mere than honour: It is mor£ thsin jufiice : Sio 
all thefe are but duties, and what a worthy mil 
cannot dii'penfe with. £ut True Gemerosii 
is Greatneis.of ^oul. It incites us to do more b) 
fellow creature, than can be flridtly required oft 
It obliges us to haf^cn to the relief of an object tl 
wants rdief ; anticipating even fuch a one^s hope 
CApe^tation. Gcnerofity, Si»', will not furely perc 
a worthy mind to doubt of its honourable and bet 
ficent intentions : Much Icfs will it allow itfelf to ihoc 
to o&cnd any one ; and, Icafl of all, apeifon thro^ 
by auverfity, mifhap, or accident, iuwO its prot< 
tioD* 

What an opportunity had he to clear hisintentic 
had he been fu difpofed, from the iatier part of ti 
homt-obfervation i — But he run away with the^; 
aiid kept to that. 

Admirably defined! he fiid — But who at tl 
rate. Madam, can be faid to be generous to you/ 
Tour Generofity I irnplorc ; while Jufiice^ as it roi 
be my fole merit, fliall be my aim. Kever v 
there a woman of iuch nice and delicate fee 
ment^ ! 

I; u a icflwfiion uf>on yourfclf, Sir, and upon t 

^ cuQipa 
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Tompany yoa have kept, if you think thefe notions 
either nice or delicate. Thoufands of my Sex are 
MOTc nice than I ', for they would have avoided the 
^ious path I have been furprifed into.: The confe- 
^Dcnces of which furprize have laid me under the 
fad neceffity of trlHng a man^ who has not delicacy e* 
nough to enter in$o ihcfe parts of the female charaEler 
%bicb are its glory and dijiin^iion, what True Gcnero- 
fity is. 

, His divine monitrefs, he cillled me. He would en- 
«deavf>ur to form his manners (as he h»d often pro- 
^mrtedyhy my example. But he hoped I would now 
permit him to mention briefly the Jufiice he propoftd 
«todo me, in the terms of the Settlements ; a lubjcA 
fe proper, heff^re «(?«iy, to have been entered upon ; 
aad vhich would have been entered upon long ago, 
had. not niy yr^^M^«f dijpleafure [/ am ever in faulty 
Mjctearl'] taking from him the oppof'iunity he had 
oiftcn wifhed for : But noW having ventured to lay 
bold of thii, nothin*^ fhould divert him from impro- 
ving it. 

I have no fpirits, juft now, Sir, to attend to fuch 
Weighty points. What you have a mind to propofe. 
Write to me : And I fliall know what anfwer to rc- 
tnrD. Only one thing let me remind you of, that if 
you touch upon any fubjcdt, in which my father has 
» concern, I ihali judge by your treaiment of the Fa- 
ther, what value you have tor the daughter. 

He locked. >s if he would choole rather to fpeak than 
Write : But had he /did fo, I had a Icvcre return to 
have made upon him 5 as poffibiy he n.ight fee by my 
Jocks. 

In this way are We now : A fort of C ilm, as I faid, 
•fucceeding a Stora). "What may happLn next, whe- 
ther a Storm or a Cain., with fuch a fpirit as I have 
to deal wiih, who can icll ? 

But be that as it wiJ)^ I rtirk, n^y dear, 1 Atn t^cA 

tncanlj 
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meanly off : And that is a great point with mc ; am 
which I know you will be glad to hear : If it wen 
only, that I can fee this man without lofiog any pj 
that dignity [What other word can I ufe, fpeakingol 
tnyfe^^ that betokens decency ^ and not arrogance t^ 
which is fo dectflary to enable me to look uj^j or ra- 
ther with the mind's eye, I may fay, to lopk dewi 
upon a man of this man's ca(V. 

Alcho' circumftances have fo offered, that I conU 
not take your advice as to the manner of dealing 
with him ; yet you gave me fo much coaraic 
by it as has enabled me to conduft things to dtii 
iflue ; as well as dcternjined me again?l leaviitf 
him : Which before, I was thinking to do, at all Id-, 
ventures. Whether, when it came to the pointy I 
Jbould have done fo, or noi, I cannot fay, becaufe 
it would have depended upon his behaviour at the 
time. 

But let his behaviour be what it will, I am afraid, 
(with you) that fhould any thing offer at lad to 
oblige me to leave him, I (hall not mend my fituatiofl 
in the world's eye ; but the contrary. And yet 1 
will not be treated by him with indignity while I bate 
any po;^er to help myfelf. 

You, my dear, have accufcd me of having modefif^ 
eiway^ as you phrafe it, (everal opportunities of bcin( 
—Being what, my dear T — Why, ihe wife of a Li- 
bertine : And what a Libertine and his IVit'e arCj 
my Coufin Morden's Letter tells us — Let me here, 
once for all endeavour to account for the motivci 
of my behaviour to ibis man, and for thd principles 
I have proceeded upon> as they appear to me uponi 
cloie felf-examination. 

Be plealed then to allow me to think-, that id] 
motives on this occafion, arife not altogether froff 
maidenly nicenefb ; nor yet from the apprebewfioi 
of what my prefent tormentor, and future husbj^d 
may think of a precipitate compliduce, on fuch \ 

diiagre^a 
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difagrceablc behaviour as his : But they arifc princi- 
yally from what offers to my own heart ; refpeft- 
iog, as I may fay^ its own re£litude, its own judg* 
mcnt of the Fit and the Unfit ; as I would, without 
iludy, anfwdr/o/" myfctf to myfelf, in thtjirjl place j 
xobim^ and to the worLi, in the /^ro;zt/ only. Prin- 
ciples that are in my mind ; that I found there ; ini- 
pbnied, no doubt, by the firft gracious Planter : 
Which therefore impel me, as I may fay, to a£t up 
toihem, that thereby I may, to the bcA of my judg- 
ment, be enabled to comport myfelf worthily in both 
littles (the Single and the Married) let others aA 2i% 
tkey will by me. 

I hope, my dear, I do not d^xeive myfelf, and, 
nAead of fetting about rectifying what is amifs in 
my heart, endeavour to iind excufes for habits^ and 
peculiarities, which I am unwilling to cad off or over- 
coaic. The heart is very deceitful : Do you, my 
^ar friend, lay mine open \_But furely it is always open 
hf^reyouJ^ and fpare mc not, if you think it culpablf. 

This oblervation, once for all, as I laid, ] thoughc 
pioper to siake, to convince you, thit, to the bcil of 
Q17 judgment, my errors, in matters as well of Jef- 
fcr moment, as of greater, fhall rather be the fault 
^'"y Judgment, than of my Will. 
I aWf my dear eft friend ^ 
Your ever obliged 

Clarissa Harlowe. 

L E T T E R XX. 

Mif$ C?LARissA Harlowe, 7b vT7(/j Ho WE. 

luefday Nighty Mc.y i6. 
MP*.. Lovtlace has fcnt me, by Dorcas, his prupo- 
p(>(als, as follow : 
* To fparc a Jtlicacy fo extreme, and to obey you, 
'Iviriic: Aid ile nthcr, that jou ma^ evjw\vw\^v\\- 
oirc this pjpLf to ivJiis Hovve, wko m^^ cv>w\v\\. 
Vol- IV, p * :)jc\>j 
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any oF her friends you (hall think proper to have 
inKi'ufted on this occafion. I fay, intrufted\ be-, 
caufe* as you know, 1 have given it out to fevcral 
perfonsy that we are aAually married. 

* In the firft place, Madam, I offer to fettle opon 
you, by way of jointure, your whole Eftate: Aod 
moreover, to vfft in trudeesfuch a part of mine in 
Lancafhiie ak (hall produce a clear fourhnndrtd 
pounds a-year, to be paid to your fole and fcfanie 
ufc quarterly. 
< My own Eftate is a clear not nominal loool. 

per anntim Lord M. propofes to give me poflct 
Hem tiher of That which he has in Laocafliire 
[To which, by the way, I think, I have a better 
title than he has himfcir] or That we call Tht 
Liwn in Herttordfhirc, upon vnj nuptials wiib 
a Lady whom he fo greatly admires; and to 
make That I (hall choole a clear 1000 /• per mt- 

num. 

* My too great contempt of cenfure has fubjeft- 
ed nie to much ilandcr. It may not therefore be 
impniper to aflfure you, on the word of a gentle- 
m..n, that no part of my E(Ute was ever mort- 
gag/J : And that altho' I lived very czpenfivelj 
abroad, and made large draughts, yet that Mid- 
fummer-Diy next will difcharge all that 1 owe io 
the world. My notions are not all bad ones. I 
have been thoughr, in pecuniary caies, generous* 
It would have dcfcrved another name, had I not 
firO httv) juft. 

* Ir, as your own EOate is at prefcnt in your Fa- 
thcti*s h?»nds, you rather choofe that I fhould malce 
a j<'iDtureout of mine tantamount to youis, belt 
what it wi!1, it fhall be done. I will engage Lord 
M. to wriie to you^ what he propoles to do on the 
happy occafion : Not as your defire or expectation, 
tut to dcu'onllrate, that no ad>antage is intended lO 
be taken of the fituaiion you are in with your own 
hwWy. ' To 
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^ To flicw the beloved Daughter the conOdera- 
^ tion I have for her^ I will confear, that (he fliall 
' prefi:ribc the terms of agreement in relation to the 

* large lums, which muft be in her father's hands, 
^ ariung from her Grandfather s Edate. I have no 

* doubt but he will be put upon making large de- 

* mands upon you. All thofe it fhall be in your 

* fewer to comply with, for the fake of your own 

* peace. And the remainder fiiall be paii into your 

* bands* and be entirely at your drfpofal, as a fund 

* tofttpport thofe charitable donations, which I have 

* beard you fo famed for out of your family ; and for 
^ which you have been fo. greatly reflected upon 

* in it. 

* As to clothes, jewels, and the like» againft the 

* time you (hall choofc lo make your appearance, ic 

* will be my pride, th^it you (hall not be brho)ciea 
' for fuch of thcfe as (hall be anfwerable to the rank 

* of both, to thofe who hive had the ftupid folly 
^ to renounce a Dau^^hter they deferved not. Tou 
^ muft excufe me. Madam: You would miftrud 

* my fincerity in the re(t> could I Ipcak ot thefe 
^ people with afperity^ tho' fo nearly rclaCtd to 

* you. 

* Thefe, Madam, are my propofils. They are 

* fuch ab I always dcfigned to make, whenever you 
would permit me to enter into'the delighifui fub- 
jeA. But you have been io determined to try every 

^ method for reconciling yourfelf to your relations, 

* even by giving me abfolutely up fo; «ver, that 
you have feemed to think it but jollice ^o keep me 
at a diftance, till the event of that your predomi- 
nant hope could be feen. It is now feen ! — A.d 
altho' I have been^ and perhaps ^ill am^ ready iO 
regret the want of that preference I wiflied for from 
you as MifsCiarifTa Harlowe ; yet I am fure, as itic 
hufband of Mrs. Lovelace, 1 (hall be u\otvi \t.\Oi^ 
to adore tiua to bhmc you for ihc p'\u^% ^qv^>m^n< 

F z * ^^^'^ 
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* given to a heart, the generofity, or rather 'Juflict 

* of which my implacable enemies have taught you 

* to dotb; : And this ftiH the readier, as I am per- 

* fuaded, that thofe pangs never would have been 

* given by a mind fo noble, had not the doubt been 

* entertained (pei haps with too great an appearance 

* of rcafon) ; and as I hope I (hail have it co refle^^ 

* that fhe moment the doubt (hall be overcome, the 

* indifference will ceafe. 

* I \^ill only add. that if I have omitted any thing, 

* ihar would have giv n you farther fatisfadlion j or 

* if the above terms be fhort of what you would wifh;* 

* you will be pitafcd ro fupply them as you think fit*' 

* And when I know your pltafure, I will indantly 
' order articles to be drawn up conformably ; thac 

* nothing in my power may be warning to make yow 

* happy. 

• You will now, dwareft Madam, judge, how far 

* all ihe rtii depends upon youriclf.' 

You lee, mv dear, what he <.ffcrs. You fee itAs 
all my fault, ih^t he has not made thtfe oScrs before- 
I ani a ftrangc crcatute! — To be to blame in every 
things and to extery body \ yet neither intend the ill at 
the timt', nor knew ii to be the ill till too late, or fc3 
ne.irly too late, that I muft give up all the delicacy hc 
talks of, to compound tor my fault! 

/ Jhall new judge how far the reft depends upon 
^yft(f ' So coltliv concludes he fuch warm, and, id 
the main, unobjeftible propofals : Would you nor, 
•'S you rtad, have fupjx)fed, that the paper would 
• conclijc'e with the mult earncft demand of a day ? — 
1 own, I h^j that expeftation fo ftrong, rcfulting ««- 
tura/ly, a.- 1 may <ay, trom the ptcmiks, that with- 
"^n^^fti'dying for difliiisfaftion, I cuuld not help being' 
<^J*ianblied v Ird 1 came to the conclution 

^^^ you fay there is nj help. I muft peihaps 

■'^^'^^ Jurt/;er fjciifices All, delicacy it fcems is to 

^ ''^ 'ifl a:d wiiji mc! — But \i f.>, ^Us man knows 
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not what every «u;i^ man knowS) that prudence, and 

virtue^ and delicacy of mind in a wifet dd the huf- 

band more real honour in rhe eye of the world, than 

the fame q^ialities (v^ere Jhe deditute of them) ia 

Umfclf^ do him : As the want of them in her docs 

him more dif-honour : For are not the wife's errors 

the hufb'ind*s reproach ? How jujily his reproach is 

another thing. 

1 will coniider this paper; and Avrite to ir, if I am 
Ale: For ic icems now, aii the reft depends u^cn my" , 

LETTER XXL 

Afi/jr Clarissa Harlowe, Tb-A/i/j How r. 

We Jne/day Mornings May 17. 

V|H* Lovelace would fain have engaged me laft 
night.. But as I was not prepared to enter 
^poo the fubjc^ of his propolals (intending to con* 
fijier them maturely) and was not highly pieafcd with 
"i) conclulion, I delired to be excuied levying him ti.l 
looming; and the rather, as there is hardly any gct- 
**'*g from him in tolerable time over-night. 

Accordingly) about Seven o'clock we met in the 
<Kning-roora. 

I find he was full of expeftatlon that I (hould meet 
«iai with a very favourable, who knows but with a • 
^kankful afpcdl i And I immediately found by his ful- 
len countenance, that he was under no fmall difap^ 
pointment that I did not. 

My dearcft Love, are you well ? Why look you fo 
folemn upon me ^ Will your iodifeience "never be p- 
ver ? If I have propofed terms in a/iy rcfpcay&«r< of 
jour cxpedlation — 

I told him, that he had very confiJerately men- 
ripned my ihcwing his propofals to Mil's Howe -, and 
au I ihould have a fpeedy oppociuauv vo i^ci^ ^\l^ccw 

F 3 V 
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to her by ColliDSy I defired to fufpend any talk upoa 
that fubjed x\\\ I had her opiaion upon them. 

Good God ! — Ir there were but the leaft loop-hole f 
the lead room for delay ! — But he wat wricing a Let^ 
ter to Lord M. to give him an account of his Situa- 
tion with mgy and could not fini(h it To fatisfaAorily^ 
cither to my Lord or to himfelf^ asif I would cpn- 
defcend to fay, whether th.c terms he had propofcd 
were accepuble or. not* 

Thus far^ I told hfm, I could lky» That my prin* 
cipal point was pe^ice and reconciliation with my rela-^ 
tions. As to other matters, the genteelneft of his 
own fpirit wOuld put him upon doing more for. me 
th.in I ihould afk, or expcA, WhtrefprCy. if all he- 
had to write about was to know what Lord M. wouUk 
do on my account, he might ipare himfelf the trouble; 
ior that my utmoft wi(bes, as to my fell, were much 
more eafily gratified than, he perhaps imagmedi 

He aikul me then, If t would lb far permit Kim< 
to touch upon the happy Day, as to requeft the pre- 
fence of Lord M. on the occafion, and to be my 
Father? 

Father had a fweet and venerable found with it, 
I faid. I Ihould be glad to have a Fattier who would- 
own me ! 

Was not this plain fpeaking, think you» my dear i' 
Yet it racher,. l muft own, appears fo to me on re- 
flc£tion, than was dejigned freely at the time. For T 
then, with a iigh from the bottom of my heart,. 
thought of my o'wn Father % bitterly regreting, that t 
am an outcad from him and from my Mother. 

Mr. Lovtiace 1 thought leemed a Uttle affedled ; at 
the manner of my ^Deaku)g, and perhaps at the fdid 
rt fled ion. 

I am but a very young creature, Mr- Lovelace,. 
faid I [and wiped my eyes^ as I turned away my facej 
altho* you have kint^y^ and in love to me, introduced 
/bjnuch fan ow to me akcad;: So you muft. ooc 
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wonder, that the word Father ftrikes fo fenfibly upon 
the heart of a child ever dutifal till (he knew you, 
tod whofe tender years dill require the paternal 
wing. 

He turned towards the window [Rejoice with mc^ 
my dear, fioce I feem to be devoted to him, that the 
man is not abfolutely impenetrable!] : His emotion 
was vifible \ yet he endeavoured to lupprefs it. Ap- 
proaching me again; again he. was obliged to turn 
from mc). Angelic fomethingft he faid : But then, 
obtaining a heart more fuitabU to his wi(h, he once 
more approached me. — For his own part, he faid, as 
Lord M. was (o fubjeft to the goutj, he was afraid, 
that the compliment he had juft propofed ro make 
him, might, if made, occafion a longer fufpenJioTi 
than he could b^ar to think of :.And if it 4\6y it 
would vex.hifn to the heart that he haj made it* 

I could not fay a fingle word to this^ you know, 
BIT dear. But yoa will gucfs a( my thoughts of 
wnac he faid — So much pa£ionate Love, lip'deep ! So 
prodeoc, and fo dutifully uatieot at heart to a relaiioa 
he had till now fo uodutlfully defpifed !-*-Why, why^ 
aUD I thrown upon iucb a mao^^ thought I \ 

He hefitated, as if contendiog with himfelf ; and 
after caking a cum or two about the room, he was at 
a great loft what CO decermine upon, be iaid^ becaufe 
he bad not the honour of knowing when he was to be 
made the happicft of men— -Would cu God it might 
chat very inftanc be refolved upon I 

He ftopped a momenc or two, (taring in his ufual 
confident way, in my downcalt face QDiJ 1 not, O 
sny beloved tricnd, cbidk you, want a Fa bcr era Mo- 
ther ju (I then ?3 : But if he could not, fo /^/i as he 
wifhed, procure my conlent to a day ; in that cafe, 
he thought the compliment might as well be made to 
Lord M. as not — [5c-^, my dear !^ Since the Settle* 
ncnts might be diawn and engro^d in iht V^v^xn^* 

F 4 lA.tA^> 
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nlcnt time, which would pacify his impatience, as no- 
irne ivoold be kjl. 

You will fuppofe how / was affVftcd by this fpccch, 
by repeating the (ubilance of what he faid upon it ; as 
foiiows. 

— But, by his Soul, he knew not, fo much was I 
upon the reki ve, and fo much latent meaning did my 
eye import, whether, when be moft hoped to pleafe 
mr, he was not farihefl from doing fo. Would I 
vouclifafe to fay. Whether I approved of his compU- 
^leni to Lord M. or not ? 

To leave it to me^ to choofe whether the fpeedy 
Day he ought to have urged for with earneftnefs fhould 
he accelerated or fufpendcd ! — Mifs HowCj thought I^ 
kt that moment, fay*^, I muft not run away from This 
man ! 

To be fure, Mr. Lovelace, if this matter be ever t^ 
he, it mud be agreeable to me to have the full appro- 
bation of ontr (idc, fince I cannot have that of the othen 

If this matter be ever to he I Good God ! what word» 
are rhtfe at this time of day ! And full approbation of 
one fide! Why that word approbation? When ihc 
mcateft pride of all my family is, That of having the 
honour of fo dear a creature for their relation ? Would 
to h^i-aven, my dearefl life, added he, that, without 
complimenting -^/Tr-body, to-morrow might be the 
h:»ppiefl d»iy of my life! — What fay you, my angel ? 
Wiih a trembling impatience, xhsit /ecmed not aftcft- 
cd — Whit fay you for to-morrow ? 

It was likely, my dear, I could fay much to it, or 
nnme another day, had I been difpofed to the latter^ 
v/iih futh an hinted delay f rum him. 

J w.is iilent. 

PJcxt day, Madam, if not to-morcow ? 

Had he given mc time to aniwer, it could not have 
/jfcn in the affirmaiive, ^ou muli ihiuk— But in the 
/'i/?/c /frcath, iie went on. — ^Or vV\& daj after ih\t? — 
^nd ukiijg both my hands in Ku^ V\c ^lavcI vci^\^v^ 
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a half-confufion — Would you have had patience with 
him^ my dear ? 

N09 no. riid I. as calmly as pofSble, you cannot 
think, that I (hould imagine there can be reafon for 
fuch a hurry. Ic will be mod agreeable, to be furcj 
for my Lord to be prefent. 

I am all obedience and redgnaMon, return^'d the 
.wretch, with a felf-pluming air, as if he had acquN 
cfced to a propolal made by me^ and had compliment- 
ed me wiih a great piece of feif-dcniai 

b it not plain, my dear, chat be defigns to vex and . 
tesktt me ? Proud, ycc aiean, and foulith man, if fo ! 
—But you tay all Punfliliu is at an end with mc. Why, 
why, will he take pains to make a heart wrap itfclf 
\x\\ ill rcfcfve, that wiihcs only, and th.it for his fake 
as well as my own,-, to Dbferve due decorum ? 

Modefly, I think, required of mc, that ic fhould 
pais as he had put it: Did it not? — I thick it did. 
Would to heaven — but what figniBes wifhing f 

But when he would have rewarded himfelfy as he 
■ had heretofore called if, tor this fdf-fuppof' d conccf- 
fion, with a kifs, I repulfed him with a jud and very 
fin cere difddin. 

He feemed both vexed and furprifed, as one who 
bad made the moft agreeable piopuials and ciAnccilioiis, 
aikd thought them ungratefully returned. He plainly 
faid, that he thought our (Iruition would intiile hiin 
to f 'ch an innocent freedom : And he was both aina- 
Z-d md grieved to be thusJfcorDtuily rep\i!fcd. 

No reply could be made by me on fucu a fubjeft. 
I abruptly broke from him. I recolle<Et, as I pa/T-d 
by one of tlie picr-glaflcF, that I faw in it tiiscieiichcd 
band offered iu ^^ra^h iO uis forehead: I'he wokIs, 
Indiffcf tnccj by his Soul, next to hitied, 1 heard him 
^peak : *\nii fouieihing oF Ice he mcnviowcvl ; V Vvc\v\ 
not what. 

Whether be intends (o write to m^ "Lov^^, v^t V 

Af/A AJoac gue, I cannot cU. BvU as uU doUc.u 

^£^1 lo ^f oviTf with me no'v. pcrtxaos 1 aioi vo \iVa. 

F c 
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to expeA ic from a mao who may: not know what it is. 
If he docs notf and yet thinks himfelf very polite» and 
intends tpot to' be other wife, I am rather to be pitied^ 
than lie to be cenfured. 

Aod after all, fince I muji take him as I find him, I 
mufi : That is to fay, as a man fo vain and fo accu- 
ftomed to be admired^ that^ not being confcious of in- 
ternal defeA, he has taken no pains to polifli more 
than his ouifide: And as bis propofals are higher 
than my expectations^ and as in his own opinioo, he 
has a great deal to bear from me\. 1 will (no new of- 
fence preventing) fit. down to anfwer them r— And, if 
podiblcy in terms as unobjed^ible ta him^ as hit are 
to me. 

But after all, fee you nor,^^ my dear, oiore and 
more, the mifmatchr that there ii,4n our minds ? 

However, I am willing to compound for my faul^T 
by giving up Hf that may be all my puni(hmeDt) the 
expectation of what is deemed bappinefs in this life,. 
wi[h fuch a hulband as I fear he will make. In fhorr,. 
I will content myfelf to be a fuffering perfon through 
the State to the end of my life. — A long one it can-- 
not be ! — ^ 

This may qualify bim (as k may prove) from ttiap 
of cor^fcience from mifbchaviour to. ^firfi wife* to be 
a more tolerable one to a fecond^ tho* not perhaps a 
belter delerving onr: While my ftory^ to alt who* 
ihali know it, will afford thele ioftrudtions : That tht 
eye is a traitor^ and ought ever to be miftruftedx Thai 
form is deceitful : In oiher words ; that a fine perfin 
is f'Uom paired hy a fine mind: And that Jbund prinr 
lij Us. and a good hearty ate the only bafes on which th$ 
ho, es of a happy tuture, eithir with refpe£l to thir 
world, or the others can be built. 

And fo much at prcfent for Mr. Lovelace's pro- 
pofals ; Of which I dcfire your opinion {a). 

la) Wctinnot forbear obferving \n this p?acc, that the Lady bu 
be-n patticuhrlf ccnlurcd, even hy Come oi Viet o^m S*x^ %• •v^r-tdtt 
berpm of die above convcs^uow ; BftV £w\i \iji\ TO^\j(etr«>n 
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Four Letters are written by Mr, Lovelace from thfi 
date of his laft^ giving the ft ate of affairs between 
him and the Laify, pretty much the fame as in hers 
in the fame feriody allowing for the humour in his, 
and for bis re/entments expreffid with vehemence 
en her refolution to leave him, if her friends could 
be brought to be reconciled to her. -^ A few extra^is 
frrnn them, will be only given* . 

^\M^fays he,, might have become of me, and of 
nf projcAs, had not her Father, and the reft of the 
loflacableSy ftood my friends i • 

After violent threatenings of Revenge, he fays, 

Tis plaio (he would have givea me up for ever: 
Nor ihould I have been able to prevent her abaodon- 
bg of me> tstilels I Jiad torn up the tree by the roots 

n wtntof attcntibn to 'the circumflanca (he was in, and to her cba* 
Toiler, as well as to the charaBcr of the man Jbe tad to ■ deal -with I 
For altho' Aie could not be Aippofed to know fo much of his designs as 
the Reader does bv ^neans of his Letters to Belford ; y^ (he was but 
too wdl convincea of his faulty morals, and of the neceflity there 
was, from the whole -of hk behaviour to her, to keep fuch an en- 
croacher, as ihe frequentlycalls him, at a diftaoct. in Letter izix. 
of Vol. III. the Reader will fee, that upun feme favourable ap- 
Dtarances (he blames herfelf for her readincfs to fufpedt him. But 
hk chatMBer, bis frmciples, fays he, art fo faulty \ be is fo I'gbtyfo vmn^fo 
various I'-^Tben, my dear, Ibave no GuardMH now, no Father y noMotbcr! 
Kotbing but God and my own xigVauce to depend upon '. hi page 47 ot* 
the Third Volume, M'tji I not ivubjuib a man, fays Ihe, be wanting 
to ffiyfelft "Were I nst jealous and vigilant.. 

By -this time the Reader will fee, that Hie bad ftill greater Tc^C{)a 
for her jealoufy and .vigilance. And Lovelace will tell the Sc>, as 
be does. Letter liv. of this Volun e, Tbat the -woman wbo tffei,t» not 
imtiatoty freedoms, muft be loft Love is an encroacber^ fayf he : Love 
never goe\ backward, t>iotbing but the bigheft a8 of Love can j^ilsfj an 
indulged Love. ,^- 

But the Reader perhaps is too apt ta form a jndgirent of- cUdfiBi's 
condudl in critical- cafes by Lovelace's complainis of her coldr.efi'i not 
confidering his views upon her ; and that me is ^lo^oted. ^s ^.^ lLi« 
ample; and therefore in her ma Is and diftrcfTeft mutt. ftox. >at AV^^^Nitd 
io eSirpeafe wkli thofe Rtilet whith perhaps fomc otVvct% ^n^ YvRt '^' 
m ber delioite Btuitioa, wou/d nor have thought iVicm^tV^^^foViix 

^w wovU hdvc curied aJJ bit poinu. 

F. 6 
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to come at the fruit ; which I hope, flifl to bring down 
by a gentle Jbake or two, if I can but have patience to 
ftay the ripening icafon. 

7kus triumphing in his unpolite cruelty, he fays, 

After her haughty treatment of me, I am refolved 
{he/hail fpeak out. There are a thoufand beauties to 
be difcovered in the face, in the accent, in the bujh- 
beating hefitations of a woman who is earneft about 
a fubje^t which (he wants to introduce, yet knows not 
how. Silly fellows, calling themfelves generous ones, 
would value themielvcs for fparing a Lady's cotifu- 
iion : But they are filly fellows indeed s and rob them- 
felves of prodigious pleafure by their forwardnefs ; 
and at the fame time deprive her of difplaying a world 
of charms, which only can be manifefted on thefe oc- 
cafions. 

ril tell thee beforehand, how it will be with my 
Charmer in this cafe— She will be about it, and 
about it, f veral times: But I will not underhand 
her: At laft, after half a dozen hem — ings", (he 
will be obliged to fpeak out — / think Mr. Love- 
iace^^I thif.k, Sir-^l think you were faying fome- 
days a^o — Still I will be all fileoce — her eyes Bxcd 
upon my flioe-buckles, as I fit over againft her — 
Ladies, when put to it thus, always admire a man*s 
fhoe-butklcs, or peihaps fome particular beautie$ 
in »he carpet. / think ytu faidy that Mrs. Fretch* 
vi/le — Then a cryrtal tear trickles down each crim- 
fon cheek, vexed to. have her virgin pride fo little 
affifted. But, come, my meaning dear, cry I to 
myfclf, remember what I have iufFered for thee, 
and V hat I have fuffcrcd by thee I Thy tearful pau-. 
fings fhall not b< helped out by me. Speak out, 
Love! — O the fwcct confufion ! Cn I rob mjfclf 
o» to many confljfting beauties by the precipitate 
ch.*riner-pirying follv, by wjiich a politer man 
tThou knouefi, Lovely, that 1 am no }o/ite man *] 

betrayed 
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betrayed by his own teodernefs, and untifiJ to female- 
tears^ would have been overcome ? I will feign an sr- 
refolutioo of oiind on the occafion that (he may not 
fuife abhor aie — that her reficAions on the fccne in 
my abfence may bring to her remembrance fome beau- 
ties on my part of it : An irrefolution that will be ow* 
iDg to awe, to reverence, to profound veneration ; 
and that will have more eloquence in it than words 

caohave. Speak out then, Love, and fpare nor. 
Hard'hcartednejsj as it is called, is an ejfential of 

die Libertine's chara6ier. Familiarized to ihe diflreiTes 
. Ik occaiions, he is fcldom betrayed by tendcrncfs into 

a coDiplaifant weaknciV unworthy of himLlft 

Mentioning the Settlements^ he fays ^ 

I am in earneA as to the terms. If I marry her 
[And I have no doubt that I fhall, after my Pride, 
my Ambition, my Revenge ^ if thou wilt, is gratified] 
I will do her noble judice. The more I do for inch 
a prudent, fuch an excellent of conoinift^ the more fhall 
I do for myfelf, — But, by my Soul, Belford, her 
haughtinefs &aU be brought down to own both Love 
aod obligation to me. Nor will this ikeich of Settle- 
ments bring us forwarder than I would have it. Mode- 
fty of Sex will (land my friend at any time. At every 
altar, our hands joined, I will engage to make this proud 
beauty leave the perfon and me, and all my friends 
who fiiould be prcfent, tho' twenty in number, to look 
like fools upon one another, while (he took wing, and 
flew out of the church*door, or window (if that were 
open, and the door (hut) \ and this only by a fingle 
word. 

He mentions his rajh eTj^eJfion, that Jhe JhouU he hiSy 
alt ho* his clamnaiiqi^Kre to be the purchaje. 



At this indant, JaJs^jgSJM wa^|potv xYvt ^o\^\ ^\ 
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very momenty and bat jaft in time to (ive myfell, by 
the awe I was ftruck with on again cafiiog my eye up* 
on her terrified bat lovely ^ce, and feeing^ as I 
thought, her fpotlefs heart in every line of it. 

Virtue, Virtue ! prweids- he^ what it there in 
thee that can thus againft his will affed the heart oF 
a Lovelace! — Whence thefe involuntary tremors^ and-- 
fear of giving.mortal offence ? — What art Thou^ thac 
a£ling in the bread of a feeble woman; canft-ftrike (o 
much awe into a fpirit fo intrepid ! Which- never be- 
fbrcj no, not in my firft attempt, young as I then was^ ^ 
and frighted at my own boldnefs (till I' found myfetf ' 
forgiven) had fucL an efi^^t upon me ! 

He paints^ in lively colour s^ that part of the fcene ' 
between him and the Lady^ where fbe fays^ Th« 
word Father has a fweet and venerable (bu&d^ 
with it. 

1 was exceedingly affefted, fays i^^^.upon the occa-- 
fion. But was afhamed to be iurprifed into fuch a fil 
of unmanly weaknefs — So afhamedy that I. wa»- refol- 
ved to iubdue it at the iodant, and to guard againft 
the like for the future. Yet, at that moment, I more 
than half regreced, that I. could not permit *her to en* 
joy a triumph which (he fo well deferved to glory 
in — Her youth, her beauty, her artlcfs innocence,, 
and her manner, equally beyond comparifon or de- 
fcripiion. But her Indiffcrenccy . Belford !-^Tnat fhe 
could refolve to lacrificc me to the malice of my ene- 
mies^ and carry on the defign iu- fo ' dandeftine a 
manner — Yet love her, as I do, to phrenfy J — Revere 
her, as I do, ta adoration! — Thefe were the recoN- 
le^tions with which I fortified my recreant heart a- 
gainflherl — Yet, after all, if (he perfcverc, ,lhe muftx 
conquer 1 — Coward, as (he has made me, that never 
was a coward before ! 

He concludes his fourth Letter m a vehement rage{ 
ufon ber rej^ulfing him, vihcn he ojjftttd to faiute 

ibtt % 
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Ber't having fuppofed\ as he #wwx, thai Jhe 
^ould have been ail condefcenfion on his^ propofiUi U 
her. 

This, Jays he, I will for ever remember againft hcr^ 
m order to fteel my heart, that I may cut thro' a rock 
rfice to hers ^ and repay her for the difdaiQ, the fcorn, 
which glowed in her coimtenaflce, and was apparent 
m h^r air, at her abrupt departure from me, after 
Aich obligmg behaviour on my fide,, and after I 
bad fo earneflly prefled her fbr an early Day. The 
women below fay. She hatea me ; (he defpifes me 2— - 
And 'tis truer She does ;: (he muft.— ^And why can- 
Bot I tafee their advice I I will not long, my Fair one^ 
be dcfpifed by thee^. and laughed at by them! 

Let me acquaint thee. Jack,, adds he^ by luay ofpojt^ 
fiript^ That this effort of hers to leave me,, if ihe 
could have been received ; her fending for a coach on 
Sunday ; no doubt, refoWing not to return^, if (he 
had gone out without rae (for did fhe not declare, 
that (he had thoughts to retire to ibme of the villages 
about towoy where (he could be fafe and private ?) 
have, all together, to much alarmed me, that I have 
be^n adding to the written infiru£li6ns for my fellow 
and the people below how tp a^ in cafe ihe (hould 
elope in my abfence :. Particularly letting Will, know 
what he (hall report to (Grangers in cafe (he fhall 
•throw herfelf upon any fuch with a reiblution to a* 
bandon me. To thefe iu(lru£tions I (hall further add 
as circumflances offcr*^ 



LETTER XXIl. 
Tkf^HowE, 7b /^^ Clarissa Harlowb. 

Thurfday^ May i8. 

IHaye neither time nor patknce, m^ de^t ^AtxA^ 
w Infwer every material aiticU la ^o^x A^^ \jex- 
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ters juft DOW received. Mr. Lovelace's propofals are 
all I like of him. Aod yec (as you do) I chioky that 
he concludes them not with that warmth and earncft- 
nefs which we might naturally have expcAed from 
him. Never in my life did I hear oi re^d of fo pa- 
tient a man, with fucb a bleffing in his reach. Bat 
wretches of his caft, between you and me^ my dear, 
have not, 1 fancy, the ardors that h'oncft m^n have. 
Who knows, as your Be'l once fpitefiilly faid, but he 
may have half a dozen creatures to quit his hands of 
before he engages for lif^ ? — Yet I believe yi;u muft 
not cxpeft hiui to be honeft on this fide of his grand 
dimadleric. 

Hcy to luggeA delay from a compliment to be made 
to Lord M. and to give time for Settlements ! Ht^ a' 
part or vi'hufe character it is, not to know what com- 
plaifance to his relations is — I have tiO pat icoce with 
him ! You did indeed want an iuterpofing friend oo 
the affeAing occr.fion which you riention in yours of 
of ytftcroay morning. Bur, upon. my word, were I 
to have been that moment in your fiiuation, and been 
fo treated, I would have torn his eyes out, and left it 
to his own heart, when I had done, to furniOi the 
reafon for ir. 

Would to Heaven to-morrov)^ 'without complimenting 
any hody^ might he his happy day! — Villain! Abcr he 
had himfelf iu£geflcd the compliment ! — And I th>nk 
he accutes You of delaying ! — Fellow, that he is !— 
How my heart is wrung — 

But, as maters now ftand betwixt you, I am very 
unreaf'>nable in cxprcfiing my rcitntments againll 
hin-". — Yet I don't know whtibcr I am or not, nei- 
ther; (ince it is the molt cruel of f<itrs, for a woman 
to be forced to have a man whom her heart defpifes. 
You muft, at leajt, dcipifc him, at times, however. 
His clenched fill otfcrtd to his forehead on your lea- 
ving him in juft diipleal'ure-r-I wilh it had been- a 
pok-ax, and i/^ the hand c£ his worft enemy. 
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I wilji endeavour to think of fome method, of focne 
fcheme, to get you from him, and to fix you fafely 
fomewhcre till your Coufiq Morden arrives — A 
fcheme to lie by you, and to be purfued as occafion 
may be given. You are Cure, that you can go abroad 
when you pleafc? and that ourcorreCpondence is fafe? 
I cannot, however, (for the reafons heretofore men- 
tioned refpedting your own reputation), wiQi you to 
leave him while he gives you not caufe to lufpcA 
his honour. But your heart I know would be the 
eafier, if you were fure of fome afylum in cafe of 
oeceHiiy. 

Yet once more, I fay, I can have no notio.n that 
, he can or dar« to mean you difbooour. But then the 
man is a fool, my dear— that's all. 

However, fince you are thrown upon a fool, marry 
the. fool, at the firft opportunity ^ and tho' I doubt 
that this man will be the moft ungovernable of foofs, 
IS all witty and vain fools are, take him as a^punifh* 
ment, fince you cannot as a reward : In (hort, as one 
given to convince you that there is nothing but im- 
perfeAion in this life. 

And what is the rcfult of all I have written, but 
. this ? Either marry, my dear, or get from them all, 
and from him too. 

. You inten(f the latter, you'll fay, as foon as you 
have opportunity. That, as above hinted, I hope 
quickly to furnifh you with : And then comes on a 
trial between j'^ and >'0Z<r/^/r. 

Thcic are the very fellows, that we women do 
not naturally hate. We don't always know what 
IS, and what is not, in our power to do. Whea 
fume principal point we have long hid in view be- 
comes {o critical, that we muft of necefiity choofe 
01 refufe, then p<^rhaps we look about us; are af- 
frighted at the wild and uncertain profpc£t before 
US} and after a few Druggies and heart-aches, re- 
jeA the untried New ; draw ia our tvocixs^ ^.ti^ 
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refoUe lofnail on, as we diJ beforci in a traft we arc 
acqua}nte4 with. 

I 01411 be impatieat till I have your next. I. am^ 
m/ dcarcft friend, 

Tou ever 'affectionate and faithful 

Anna Howb- 
LETTER XXIII. 

A/r. Belford, To Robert Lotelacb, Efqs 

Wednefday^ May 17* 
T Cannot conceal from you any thing that relates to 
^ joiirfelf fo much as the inclofed diifcs. Tou will fee 
what the noble wnter.apprehends from jrou» and wifbes 
of V0U9 with regard to Mifs Hariowe^ and how much 
at neart all your relations have it that you do honour- 
ably by her. They com|yj.inent me with an influence 
over you, which I wi{k'\iiili all my foul you would 
let me have in this article. '^^ ' 

Let me once more entreat thee^ Lovelace, to refleft, 
before it be too lace (before the mortal ofience be given) 
upon the graces and merits of this Lady. Let thy fre* 
queue rembrfes at laft e^id in one cffeAual remorfe. 
Let not pride and wantonocfs of heart ruin thy fairer 

ErofpefU. By my faith, Lovelace, there is nothing 
ut vanity, conceit, and nonfenfe in our wild fchemes. 
As we grow older, we (hall be wifer, and looking back 
upon our fooii(h notions of the prefent hour (our 
youth difSpated) (hall certainly defpife ourfelves whea 
we think of the honourable engagements we might 
have made : Thou more tfpeciaUy, if thou lettcfi fuch 
a matchlefs creature Aide thro* thy fingers. A creature 
pure from her cradle. In all her aftions and fenti- 
ments uniformly noble. StriA in the performance of 
all her even unrewarded duties to the moQ,,unreq/on^bU 
ofFatherSy what a Wife will (he make to the man who 
hull liavc the honour to call her hia! 
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What apprehenfions wouldft thoo have had reafoa 
for, had flie been prevailed upon by giddy or frail 
Bkotivcs, for which one mao». 1:^ importunity | might 
prevail^ as well as another ? 

We all know what an inveotive genius thou are 
matter of: We are all fenfible^ chat thou baft a head 
to contrive^ and a heart to execute. Have I not call- 
ed thine the plottingeft head in the univerfe ? I calN 
cd it lb upon knowledge* What wouldft thou 
more ? Why (hould it be the moft villamus as 
well as the moft able ^— Marry the Lady ; and, nuhen 
marrifdt lee her know what a number of contri* 
vances thou hadft in readinefs ca play off. Beg of her 
DOt to hate thee for the communication ; and afTure 
her, that thou gaveft them up from remarfe» and ia 
juftice to her extraordinary merit ; and let her have 
the opponunitv of congratulating faerfelf for (ub- 
duing a heart u> capable of what thou calleft glorious 
mifchiif. This will give hn room for triumph \ and 
even thee no Icfs : She for hers over thee ^ thou, for 
thine over thyfelf, 

RcfteA likewife upon* her fufferings for thee* AAu* 
ally at the time thou art forming (chemes to ruin her 
(at leaft in her fenfe of the word) is (he not labouring 
under a Father's Curfe laid upon her by thy meaos^ 
and for thy fake ? And wouldft thou give operation 
and completion to that curfcj which otherwife cannot 
have effc£l \ 

And what» Lovelace, all the time, is thy pride ?— 
Thou that vainly imagineft, that the whole family 
of the Harlowes, and that of the Howes too, are 
but thy machines, unknown to themfelves, to bring 
about thy purpofes^ and thy rtvenge ; what art thou 
Biore» or better,, than the inftrument even of her 
implacable Brother, and envious Sifter, to perpetuate 
the difgrace of the moft excellent of Sifters, to which 
they are moved by vilely low add fordid motives ^ 
— Canft thou bear, Lovelace, to be diow^Vix. x!tA 
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machiDe of thy inveterate enemy James Hailowe ?— 
Nay^ arc thou not the cully of that ftill viler Jofeph 
L:man, who fcrves himfcif as 'much by thy moncyi 
as he does thee by the double part he aAs by thy di- 
reAion > — And further (lili^ art chou not the devil'i 
agent, who only can, and who certainly will, fuit- 
ably reward thee, if thou procecd^fl^ and if thoa 
cffefttft thy wicked purpofe I 

Could aAy man but thee put together upon paper 
the following quedi )ns with fo much unconcern as 
thou fecmeft to have written chccn? — Give them a re* 
perufal, O heart of adamant I *> Whither can ihe fly 

* to avoid me? Her Parents will not receive her: 

* Her Uncks will not, entertain her: Her beloved 

* Norton is in their dire£tiati« and cannot : Mils 

* Howe dare not: She has not one friend in town- 
' but Me : Is entirely a Aranger to the town (<>).'-** 
What mud that heart be that can triumph in a diftrefi 
fo deepj into which fhe has been plunged by thy<eU- 
borate arts and contrivances ? And what a fweet, 
yet fad rcHct^ion was that, which had like to have 
had its due effc£i upon thee, ariling from thy na* 
ming Lord M. for her nupti.il Father ! Her tendsr 
years inclining her 'to w/Jb a ^Father ! and to hope a 
Friend. O my dear Lovelace, canft thou relblve to 
be, indcad of'^the Father thou haft robbed her of^ a 
devil ? ". 

Thou knowcft, that I have no intereft, that I can 
have no view, in wifhing thee to do judice to this ad- 
mirable creature. For thy own fake, once more ] 
conjure thee, for thy family's fake, and for the fake 
of Qur commofi humanity ^ let me befeech ihee to bejufl 
to Mifs ClariHa Harlowe. 

No matter whether tbefe expodulations are in cha- 

rafter from me, or not. I have been and am ba<: 

enough. If thou takeO: my advice, which is (as th< 

lacJofed Will /hew thee) lUe aOiVK^ ol A\ v\v^ ViLisCVv'^ 

(tf) Seep. $?• 
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thou wilt perhaps have it to reproach me (and but 
perhaps neither) that thou art not a worfe man than 
myfelf. But if thou doft n$tt and if thou ruined fuch 
a virtue^ all the complicated wickednefs of ten devils^ 
let loofe among the innocent with full power over 
their, will not do fo much vile and bafe mifchief as 
■thou wilt be guilty of. 

It is faid, that the prince on his throne is not fafe, 
jf a mind ibdefperate can be found, as values not ics\ 
ttvi} life. So may it be faid, that the mod immacu- 
late virtue is not (afe, if a man can be met with, who 
has no regard to his own honour, and makes a jeft of 
the moft folemn vows and protcftations. 

Thou roayft by trick, chicane, 'and falfe colours, 
thou who art worfe than a pickeroon in Love, over- 
come a poor Lady fo entangled as thou had entangled 
her; fo unprotected as thou had made her : But con- 
fider, how much more generous and jud to her, and 
noble to thyfelf, it is to overcome thyjelf. 

Once more, it is no matter, whether my pad or 
•future aftions countenance my preachment, as per- 
haps thou'it call what I have written : But this I pro- 
mite thee, that whenever I meet with a woman ot but 
ooe half of Mifs Harlowe's perfections, who will fa- 
'Vour me with her acceptance, I will take the advice I 
give, and marry. Nor will I ofiTcr to try her ho- 
nour at the hazard of my own. In other words, I 
^iil not degrade an excellent creature in her own 
Ow, by trials, when I have do caufe for fuipicion. 
And let me add, with rtfpeft to thy Eag/e/bip's 
maoifedation, ot which thou boaded, in thy at- 
I .tempts upon the innocent and uncorrupted, rather 
Jhan upon"thofe whom ihou humourpufly compared 
to wrens, wagtaiU, and phyl-iits, as hou called 
them {a), thai I hoyje I have it not once to reproach 
myself, thai I ruined the morals of a-ny O^^ ctt'A\>3.Tt^ 
H/20 othecwife would hdve been uncorru^vcd* G\x\\\. 

(a) See p. X4* 
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enough in contributing to the cmtinued guil 
other poor wretches, if I am one of thofe who 
care (he (hall never rife again, when (he has ^cej 
Whatever the capital devil, under whofe b\ 
thou haft lifted »^ will let thee do, with regard tc 
incomparable woman, I hope thou wilt aft wit! 
nour in relation to the inclofed, between Ldn 
and me; fince his Lordftiip, as thou wilt fee^ d< 
that thou mayeft not know he wrote on the fat 
for reaionsj I think, very tar from being cred 
to thylelf : And that thou wilt take as meant, tl: 
mcft ^eal ior thy iervicej of 

Tfy real Friend^ 

J. Belford 

LETTER XXIV. 

Lord M. To John Belford, Efq^ 

{^Inchfed in' the preceding. '\ 

Sir, M' Hall, Monday, May 

TF any man in the world has power over my Ne 
•■• it is you. I therefore write this, to beg you 
terfere in the affair depending between him ai 
moft accomplifVed of women, as every one fays 
'what every one fays muft be true. 

I don't know that he has any bad defigns upo 
but I know his temper too well, not to be appi 
live upon fucb long delays: And the Ladies her 
been for fome time in fear for her : Lacfy Sa 
particular, who (as you muft know^ is a wite w 
fays, that thcfe delays, in the prelent cale, n: 
from hrm, rather than from the Lady. 

He had always indeed a ftrong antipathy to 

riage, and may think ot p\ay\n^ Vv\% do^s v\S 

her, a» be has by (o cnau^ oOast^. \l \\it. 
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lapger of this, 'tis bed ta prevent it in time: For, 

n a thing is done, advice comes too late. 

He has always had the folly and impertioence to 

e a jeft of nie for ufing proverbs : But as thej 

the wifdocn of whole nations and a^cs collected 

a fmall compafs, I am not to be fliamcd out of 

itenccSy that often contain more wifdom in them^ 

the tedious haraiTgues of moft of our parfons 

moralifts. Let him laugh at them, if he pleafes : 

and I know better things, Mr. Belford. — Tho^ 

bave iiept company wth an luolf^ you have not learnt 

*hwi of him, 

Aut.Beverthelefsy you mufl not let him know that 
have written to you on this fubje^t. I am afhamed 
fay it; but he has ever treated me as if 1 were a 
of very common underftaoJing ; and would, 
baps, think never the betiei of the beft advice in 
world, for coming from me. Th^e Mr. Belford, 
tn^ lovCf are leaft fet by^^^But who luouid expe^ 
Vvet to be made out of a Sow*s ear ? 
I am fure he has no reafon however to flight me 
4ie:doe8. He may and will be the better for me, 
he outlives me.; thb' he once told me to my face, 
c 1 Riight do as I would with my Eftate ; for 
he, for his part, loved his liberty as much as 
dejpijed money. And at another time, twitnng 
llic with my ph rales, 7hat the man was above con' 
frou/^ ivho wanted not either to ^borrow or jlatter. 
de t bough r, I fuppofe^ that 1 could not cover him 
^ai my wings, without peckihg at him with my bills 
9io *! ne\cr uled to be pecking at him, without very 
|rear occafion : And, God knows, he n ight have 
^y ^eij heart, it he would but endeavour to oblige 
l^e, by fludying his own good \ for that is all I de- 
Brc of him. Indeed, it was his poor Moiher that 
Sri^^fpoiled him; and I ha* c been but too mduV^^\A 
to hjm Dace, . A £d€ ^ratc/ul dilpofilion, ^ovx'W ^v^^ 
c^ r^/j^rAT 0vi//or g^odi h\xt that was a\^«Lis \x\^ vi^i • 
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It is a good faying, and which . was verified by him 
with a witnefs — Children when /ittle, make their parents, 
fooh ; when great, mad. Had his parents lived to fee 
what I have feen of him, they would have beeo mad 
indeed. 

This match, however, as the Lady has fiitch an ex- 
traordinary fhare of wifJom and goodntf^, might fet 
all to rights ; and if you can forward it, I would en- 
able him to make whatever Settlements he could wifh^ 
and (hould not be unwilling to put him in pofleffion 
of another pretty Eftate besides. I am no covctcms 
man, he knows. And iudeed, ^hat is a covetous 
man to be likened to fo fitly, as to a dog in a'uhetl 
which roafts meat for others ? And what do I live for 
(as I have often faid) but to iee him and my two 
Nieces well married and fettled ? May Heaven JeiiU 
him aown to a better mind, and turn his heart to more 
of goodncfs and confiJeration ! 

If the delays are on his fide, I tremble for ihe La- 
dy ; and, if on hers (as he tells my Niece Charlotte) 
I could \9\\\\ file were apprilcd that Delays are Dan* 
gerous. Excellent as (he is, llic ought not to depend 
on her merits with fuch a changeable fellow, and fuch 
a proftfTcd marriage -huttr, as be has been. Defert 
XLnd Reward, I can afTure htr, feldom keep company to- 
gether. 

But let hifti remember, that Vengeance, though it 
£ome ivith leaden feet, fir ikes with iron hands. If he 
behaves ill in this cafe, he may find it fo. What a 
pity it is, that a man of his talents and learning 
ihould be ^o vile a Rake ! Alas ! Alas ! Une poignec 
de bonne vie vaut mieux que pUin mny de clef gee ^ a 
handful of good life is better than a whole bulhcl of 
learning. 

You n)ay throw in, too, as a friend, that, fhoufd 
he piovoke m*", it may not De too late for ine to 
marry Wy old Friend Wyche*. ly did ioj when he 
^SLs older than I am, on purpose to [L'gue his Ne- 
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phew : And, in fpke of this gout^ I might haTc ft 
child or two ftill. I have not been without fome 
rhooghts that way, when lie has angered oie more 
4han ordinary : But thefe thoughts have gone off 
again hitherto, upon my confidering that the chii* 
dren of very young and very old men (tho* I am not 
fb very old neither) lafl not long ; and that eld men 
when they marry young luomen, arc faid to make much 
of death : Yet who knows but that matrimony might 
be good againft the gouty humours I am troubled 
wiih^ 

No man is every-thing— You, Mr. Belford, arc 
a learned man. I am a Peer. And do you (as you 
beft know how) inculcate upon him the force of 
tllefc wife fayings which follow, as well as thofe 
which went before ; but yet fo difcrecdy, as that he 
may not know ihat you borrow your darts from my 
quiver. Thefe be thtj^^ Happy is the man wh^ knows 
his follies in his youth. He that Hves vjell lives loHg^ 
Again, He that lives HI one year^ nv ill for row for i/- 
feven. And again, as the Spaniards have it — Who 
lives v;elljees afar cff I Far off indeed ; for he kt% 
into Eternity, as a man may fay. Then that other 
fine fiytng, He ivho periJJjes in needUfs dangers is the 
Devil* s Martyr^ Another Proverb I picked up at 
Madrid, when I accompanied Lord Lexingjon in his 
fmbafly to Spain, which might teach our Nephew- 
more metcy and Compafiioo than is in his Nature I 
doubt to (hew ; which is ihis. That he who pities ano^ 
iber remembers himfelf.\ And this that is going to 
■ follow, I am fure he has proved the tTUth ox a hun- 
dred tiroes, That be who does nvhat he will,feldom docs: 
tihat he ought. Nor is that unworthy of his iu-tice, 
Toung mens frolics^ old men feeU My devil^ g^Mit* 
"Crod help me — But I will not fay what I was going to 
fay 
I remember, that vou yourfclf, COm^Yvaxt^<v^<^ 
Vol. IK (m ^ tclc 
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me »for my tafte .in pitkj^md wife feotcncesj laid % 
thing that gave me an high opinion of 70U ; and it 
was this : Men of talents^ laid jou, are fomer to he 
convinced byjhort fentences than h ^ong preachments, be' 
cflufe tbejbprt fentences drive themfeives into the hearty 
emd ftay there ; while long difcourfes^ though ever fi 
gcodt tire the cUentiony and one thing drives out another^ 
cndfo en, till all is forgotten^ 

May your good counfels, Mr. Belford^ founded upon 
^efe hints which I have given, pierce his heart, and 
Incite him to do what will be To happy for himfelfj 
and fo neceflary for the honour of that admirable Lady 
vrhom I long to fee his wife; and, if I may, I wiii not 
think of one for myfelf. 

Should he abufe the confidence fhe has placed ia 
him^ I myfelf (ball pray, that vengeance may fall 
upon his head — Raro'^1 quite forget all my Latin; 
but I think it is, Raro antecedetitem fceleftum deferuit 
fede poena claudo : Where vice goes before, vengeance 
(fooner or later) will follow* But why do I tranflate 
t^efe things for you ? 

rfhall make no apology for this] trouble. I know 
bow well you love him and me ; and there is nothing 
in which you could ferve us both more importantly^ 
than in forwarding this match to the utmoi^ of your 
power. When it is done, how fhall I rejoice to 
ice you at M, Hall! Meantime; I (hall long to} hear 
.that you are likely to be fuccefsfut with him y and am^ 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moft faithful Friend and Servant ^ 

M. 

Mr, Lovelace having not returned an anfwer to 
Mr. Belford's expoftulatory Letter, fo fom as 
Mr. Belford expcQed^ he nvrote to him, exprejf* 

ff9g bis apfrcbtnpQn^- that he had difobliged 

6im 
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iifn by bis hoKeJl freedom. ^ Atnang €tber things;^ be 



\ pa& my time here at Watford, attetidiog my df • 
iog Uacle, very tieavily* I cannot tlierdfore, by any 
meaQSy dtfpenfe witli thy correfpoDdence. Add Wh^ 
(houldft thou punifhme, for having more Confciencd 
and more Remoife than thyfelf ? Thou, who neter 
tboughteft either Confcience or Remorfe an hoooutr 
to thee. And I have, bcfides, a melancholy ftory te» 
tell thee, in relation to Beltbn and his Thomafine^ 
and which m^y afford a Xicflon to aQ the Keeping 
Ciafs. 

I have a Letter from each of our three companiocf^ 
in the tiiae. They hate all the wickednefs that thou 
hall ; but not the wit. Some new rogueries do tw<>. 
of ihcm boaft of, which, I think, if complcted» de**. 
fcrvc the gallows. 

I am far from hating intrigue upoti principle. Hutto 
have aukward fellows plot, and commit their plots to 
paper, defticute of the fcafonlngs, of rhedcz/i^2^, whick 
IS thy talent, how extremely fliockiag muft their Let** 
ters be ! — But do thou, Lovelace, whethet thoB arV 
or art not, determined upon thy meaiuret with regard 
to the fine Lady in thy power, enliven my heavy heart 
by thy commuaications ; and thou wilt oblige 

T4)y melancholy Friend, 

J. Belfokd,' 

L :E T T E U XXV. 
Idr. Lovelace, To Jo^n Belemrd, B/^ 

Friday Night, May ip* 

VT7HEN I have opened my views to thee fo am«^' 
^^ ply as I have done in tny {oxmtt ■\-.tv\t.TV^ 
and have told thee, that my princvpA d^^JjX ^^^o^^ 
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to bring Virtue to a Trial, that, 5^ Virtue, it need 
not be afraid of; and that! the Heward of it will be 
Marriage (that is to fay, if, after I have carried my 

E[>int, I caoQOt prevail upon her to Iiv)s with me ihe 
ife of honour (a) ; for that thou kooweft is the wiOi 
of my heart) ^ I am amazed at the repetition of thy 
vrgtnbUog nonfeofe. 

I am of opinion with thee, that fomejtime hencc^ 
^hen I am grown wi/ir, I ihall conclude, that tiere 
is nothing but vanity , canccit^ and nonfcnfe^ in my prt'^ 
fsnt wildfchemes. Bur what is this faying, but that I 
muft htj^rfi wifer ? 

I do not intend to let this matchlefs creature JlUe 
through my fingers. 

Art thou able to fay half the things in iier praife^ 
that I have faid, and am xiontinually faying or wri- 
.tipg i 

Her gloomy Father curfcd the Avect creature, bc- 
caufe {he put it out of his wicked power to compel 
"hcv to have the man The hated. Thou knoweft how 
little merit ihe has with me on this fcore. — And (hall 
I not try the Virtue I intend, upon full proof, to re* 
^ard, becaufe her Father is a tyrant I — Why art thou 
thus eternally rcfleAing upon fo excellent a woman, 
asifthouwert aflurcd flie would /ai7 in the trial} 
*— Nay, thou declareft, every time thou writcft on 
Jthe fubjedV, that ftie will, that fhe wufi yield, en" 
(fangUd asjhe is : And yet makeft her Virtue the pre- 
tence of thy folicitudc for her. 

jfn injlrument cf the vile James Harkive^ doft thou 
xallme? — O Jack ! how I could curfe thee! — /an 
injlrtment of that Brother ! of that Sifter ! — But mark 
the end — And thou ihalt fee what will become of that 
Brother, and of that Sifter I 

Play not againft me my own acknowledged fcnfi-. 
)}ilities, I defire thee. Senfibilities, which at the fame 
Mmc iJbat they contradict thy charge of an adamantine 

heart 
X^^ SccVoMJI. p»«^. 
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heart in thy frieaJ, thou hadft known nothing of, 
hadl nor cpmcnanicareJ them to thee. 

If I ruin fucha Virtue, fayeft thou ! — Erernal mo- 
notooift ! — Again; The mqft immaculate Pirtue may 
be ruined by men who have no regard io their honour, 
and who make a jeft of the mqft folemn oaths^ &c. 
What muft be the virtue that will be ruined T(//Mott? 
oaths? Is not the world full of thefe deceptions? 
And are not Lovers Oaths a jeft for hundreds o£ years 
ftandang ? And are not cautions agaioft the perfidy of 
bur Sex a ncceflary pact of the Fwmale-Educatiorf? 

I do intend to endeavour to overcome my/ei/^ but 
I- muft firft try, if I cannot overcome this Lad/. Have 
Foot faid, that the Honour of her Sex is concerned 
that I (hould try ? 

Whenever thou meet eft ivifh a ronton of but half hetj 
per/e6fionSf thou n»iit marry — Do, Jack. 

Can a girl be degraded by trials, who is not ever" 

I am glad thiac thou ts^jkeft crime to thyfelf, foV noe: 
endeavouring to convert the poor wretches whocm 
others have ruined. I will not recriminate upon thec^ 
Belfordy as I miglit, when thou flattered thyfelf, thac 
tfaou never ruinedft the morals of any young creature^ 
who bihterwifc would not have been corrupted — The 
palliating confolacion of an Hottentot heart, deter-- 
mined rather to gluttooize on the garbage of other 
foul feeders^ . than to reform* — ^But tell me, Jack, 
wouldft thou have fpared fuch a girl as my Rofebud, 
had I not^ by my example, engaged thy generolicy ^ 
Nor was my Rofebud the only girl I fpared ;— Wheu 
my power was acknowledged, who more merciful thaft^ 
thy friend 2 

7* // Refinance that inflames dejtre^ 
Sharpens the dart^ of Love ^ and bloftus its fire* 
Love is difarm*d that meets wth too-much eafe^i 
He languijhesj and does not care to fUafs^ 

G 2 TtL^ 
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The women know this as well as the men. They 
love CO be addrefled with Spirit; 

j^nd therefort *tis their gMen fruit they guard 
Withfo much care, to make f9jfeffton hard. 

Whence,, for a hye-rcfleftion, the ardent, the com- 
plaififlt Gallant is fo often preferred to the col J,, the 
vnadorlng Hufband.. And yet the Sex do not con- 
iider, that Variety and Novelty give the Ardor 
and the Obfequioufnefs v ^nd that» were the Rake as 
much ufed. to them as the Hufband is,, he would be 
Cand is to his own IP^ife, if married J as indifferent to 
their favourjs, as their Hufbadds are ;, and the Huf-- 
band in his turn,^ would, to.anotker woman, be the 
E.ake. Let the women, upon the whole, take . this 
I«eflbn from a. Lovelace — ' Always to endeavour to 
^ make themfclves as new to a Hufband, and to ap- 
^^.pear a$ elegant and as obliging to him, as they 
^ are defirous to appear to a Lover^ and adhially 
*. were ^olum as fuch\ and then the Rah^ which all 
*■ womenJove,^wiIl laft longer in the Hujiand, than, it 
* generally does.' 

But to return : — If I have not fufficiently cleared 
my condu£l. to thee in the above ^ 1 refer thee once 
xnore to mine oF the I3{h of lad month (a)^ And 
pr'yihee, Jack, lay me not under a^neccffity to repeat 
the fame thing fo often. I hope ihou rca<L:fl what I 
write mor£, than once^ 

I am Qot dlfplcafed that thou art fa apprehenfive 
©f iny rcfenimcnt,. that I cannot mifs a day will. out 
making ihee uneafy. Thy confcicnce, 'lis plain, 
'jF^^^ec, that thou hafl defcrvcd my difpleafure : 
-^'^a if it has convinced thee of that^ it will make 
t^ce afiraid^ of repeating thy fault. See that this be 
t^ne confequcnce. Elfe, now that thou haft told me 

P **^ thco by my filcncc,. alihou^, I h:ive as iftuch 
^ . c plealbre 
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pteafure in writing on this charming fubjcAj as thoU 
can (I have i;i reading what I write. 

When a bov, if a dog ran away from me through 
fear^ I generally looked about for a (lone» or a (lick; 
and if neither offered to my hand, I ikimmed my hae 
after him to make him afraid for fofnething. WhaC 
fignifies power, if we do not exert it ? 

Let my Lord know that thoir haft fcribWed to mr. 
But give him not the contents of thy epidle. Tho*" 
a parcel of crude fluff, he- ^ould think there was 
ibmetbiog in it. Poor arguments will do, wherr 
brought iff favour of what we like* Bui the ilupid 
PCcr little thinks that this Lady is a Rebel to Lovr. 
Oa the contrary^ not only he, but all the world 
believe her to'te a volunteer in his Servlct — Sol 
ihall iocur blame^ and (he will be pitied^ if aoy thing- 
liappen amifs. 

Since my Lord's heart is fo fet upon this match »' 
I'have written alreadv to let him know, < That my 
^' onhappy chara£kr has given my Beloved an unge- 

* nerous diffidence of me. That (he is To mother- . 
^ fick and fathcr-fondj that (he had rather return ta 

^ Harlowe-Piace»' than marry 1 That ihe is even ap- 

* prehenfive that the ftep ihe has taken of going oS 

* with me, will make the^Ladies of a family of fuch 
^raok and honour as ours^ think (lightly of ' her; 
^That therefore I delire his Lord(hip {^tho-'this hint^ 

* I tell him, muft be very delicately touched) to write 
^ me fuch a Letter as I can (hew her (Ltt him treat 

* me in it ever fo freelyi I (hall not take it amifs, ^ I 

* .tell him, becaufe I' know hisLordihip takes plearure- 
^ in writing to m<i in a corredtive ilyle). That be mTif 

* make what udl^rs lie pleaft^s on the marriage* That 
^ I defire his prefcnce at the ceremony; thait I may 
^ take from his hand the greateil Bleifing that mortal 

* man can give me.* 

I have not abfolutely told the Lady that I would 
write to his L^dihip to this tffeft; ^tt \i^^t ^"^^x^ 

G 4 \x^^ 
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\\tx reafeo to think I will. Sa that withom the lad 
neccflity I OxAX not produce the mfwcr I e:tpfedt froix^ 
him : For I am very loth, I own, to make ufe of any* 
of my family's names for the furthering of my defigns.. 
And yet I muft make all fecure, before I pull qS. 
the mafk« IVas not this my motive for bringing her 
hither P 

Thus thou feeft, that the old Peer's Letter came 
Tery feafonably. I thank thee for it. But as to \m 
Sentences, they cannot poflibly dp me good. I was- 
early fuffbcated with his wi/dom 0/ nations. When a 
boy, 1 never aflced any thiog^ of him, but out Hew a 
proverb % and, if the tendency of that was to deny me, 
1 never could obtain the lead favour. This gave mc 
{o great an averfion to the very word, that when 2k 
child, 1 made it a condition with my Tutor,. who> 
iVas an honeft Parfon^ that I would not read mjr 
Bible at all, i^ he would not excufe me one of the 
wifeft books in it : To which, however, I had not 
other objcdtion, than that it was called The Proverbs^ 
And as for Solomon, he was then a hated charafter 
^iih me, not becaufc cf his Polyga-myv but becauie B 
had conceived him to be fych anoeher mufly old fel- 
low as my Uncle. 

Well, but let us leave old faws to old men.— 
What fignifies thy tedious wlsining Qver thy depart- 
ing relation ? Is it not generally agreed, that he can- 
not recover ? Will it not be kind in thte to put htm 
out of his mifery r I hear, that he is ptftcred ft'.il 
with vifiis from Do£lors, and Apothecaries, and 
Surgeons ; that they cannot cut fo deep as the xnov- 
tification has gone : and that in every vifir, in every 
icarification, inevitable death is pronounced upoa 
him. Why then do they keep tormenting him ? Is 
't not to take away more of his living fleece than 
of his dead flefh !— When a man is given over, the 
'^c fhould furely be refufed. Are ibey not rniW 
'obbiDg j^is hdis?— What haft thou to do, if the 
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wHl be as thou'dil have it ?— He fciit for chce [Did Kc' 
Dot ? j to clofe his eyes. He is but ao UncUf is he i 

Let me fee^ if I mifiake notj it is ia the Bible* oc 
fome other good book : Can 4n>e in Herodotus ?— i* 
O I believe it is in JofepKus ; a half-facred» aikJlf 
half- profane author. He tells us of a king of Syria, . 
put out of his pain by his prime minifter, or one who ' 
deferved to be fo for his contrivance. The Stoijr 
fa^ys, if I ^am right, that he fpread a wet cloth over 
his face, which killing him, he reigned in his place. 
A notable fellow ! Perhaps this wet cloth in the on* 
ginal, is what we now call Lamdamun\ a potion that 
overfpreads the faculties, as the wet cloth did thi 
face of the royal patient ; and the tranflator kAew not 
how to render it< 

But how like a forlorn varlet thou fubfcriben:. Thy 
mefanckoly Friend, J. BelfordI Melancholy I for 
what ? To (land by, and fee fair play between aa 
Old Man and D^^ath ? I thought thou hadft beea 
more of a man ; thou that ait not afraid of an acut^ 
death, a fword's point, to be fo plaguily hyp'd a^ 
the. confequences of a chronical one !— What though 
the Scarihcators work upon him day by day.^ ? Ic-is 
only uppn a caput mortuum: And pr'ythce, Go to, to 
xx(c xhtjfylipnveterumy and learn of the Royal Butchers $ 
who for fport (a huodered times, worfe men than thjr 
Lovelace) widow ten thoufand at a brufh^ and make 
twice as many faiheilefs — Learn o£ them, I fay, how 
to fupport a Jing/e death. 

But art thou fure, Jack,, it is a mortification? — 
My Uncle once gave promifes of fuch a root-and- 
branch diAemper: But^ alas! it turned to a fmarc 
S put-fit i aod / had the itlortijScation inflead of 
im — I have heard that Bark ia proper dofes wi 1 
arreA a mortification in its progrefs, and at lail euro 
it. Let my Uncle's Surgeon knowj thai it is wo/th 
more than his ears if he prefcribe one [t la of the 
Bark. 

9i \ 
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I wifli mf Uncle had gWcn me the opportunity of Tet- 
tiog thee a better example : Thou (houldft have feen wba^ 
a brave ftilow I had been. And had I had occaGon to 
write, my conchifion would have been this>: ^I hope 
^ the old Trojao'f happj. la that* hope. I am fo; and 

• iify H^fncing Friend f 

Dwell, i^ot always,. Jack« upon one fubjc^l. Let mc 
have poor Belton's Story* The fooner the better*. 
If I can be of ferviae to him, tell him he may com-^ 
maod me either id purfe or pcrfbo*. Yet. the fbj:-^ 
mec with a freer will than the latter 'y. for bow 
can I leave my goddefs ? But PU iiTue my com?^ 
mands to my other, vafials to attend thy fummons. 

If ye wapt Mead^^ let me know. K not, my quotaj^ 
on this occafiooi is Dionex. 

LETTER XXVr. . 

iWr.BELFORD* TbRo&ERT Lovelace^ ^y§^ 

Saturday^ May 20. 

NOT one word will It reply to fuch an abandoned 
wretch as thou had (liewn thyfelf to be in thine 
of laft nighr. I will leave the Lady to the prote^ioo of 
that Power who only can- work miracles; and tu her 
own merits. Still I have hopes that thefe will fave her« 
I will proceed, as thou defirell, to poor Belton's 
cafe 9 and the rather, as it has thrown me iiuo iuc-h 
a train of thioking upon our^paft Jives, oup prefent 
courfes, and our future views^ as may be of. fervice 
to both, if I can give due weight to the reflefVions 
tfaat.arife from it. 

The poor man made me a vifit on^ Thur/day^ in 
iihis my melancholy attendance. H« began with com- 

. plaints 
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plaiots of his ill health and rptritt, his hcAk coogh» 
tad his iQcreafed malady of fpictiog of bl6od i aad 
then led to his Story. 

A confounded one it is ;, and which highly aggra* 
va<es his other maladies : For it hasxome out, that 
his Thomafine (who, truly, would be new-chriftened^ 
yon know, that her name might be nearer in found 
to the cbriftian name of the man whom (he pretended 
to doat upon) has for many years carried on an in* 
trig'ue with a fellow who had been hoftler to her Fathdr 
(an innkeeper at Da^tking) ; of whom, at the expence 
of poor Belton, (he has made a gentleman ; and ina^ 
naged it fot that having the art to make her(eif his 
camier, (he has been unable roaccountfor large Aims^ 
which he thought forthcoming at demand, and had 
trufted to . her cuftody, in order to pay off a mort- 
P?ge upon his paternal EtUte in Kenti whicU his heart 
Had run upon leaving clear ; . but which cannot no^r 
be done, and will loon be foreclufcd. And yet Ihd 
has fo long paiTcd for his wife, that be k6ows not what 
to refolve upon about her ; -nor about, the two boys h6 
was fo fond of^ fuppoiing thcThto be his ; whereas 
now he begins to doubt his (Iiare in them. - 

So KaEPiNG 'don't do, .Lovelace. 'lis not thd 
eligil^e life. ' A man may kt:^p a vjomanj faid the 

* poor fellow ^o me, but not his EJi'ate /-—Two inter- 

* cfls ! — ^Then, .my tottcringjabric V pc?inting to hifc • 
emaciated carc^fe. < 

We do well to value oorfclves upon othr Liberty^ or, , 
fo fpeak more properly, upon the Liberties we take ! 
We had need to run doAvn^atrimony ,as we do, and 
fo make that* State the fubjcA of bur -frothy jeds; 
when we frequently render ouifelVes (for this of Tarn's^ 
is not a fiagular cafe) ihe dupes and tools'of womei> 
who generally govern us (by arts our wUe heads pe* 
Mtrate^ not) more abfolutely th^n a wife would at- 
tempt to do. 

iiei us coofiUci thU pomt a Utde ; aiOd tbat'tt\}aa 

0^6 ^»»^ 
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our own principles^ as Liberthef^ fttting afide what is 
cxadted from us by the Laws of our Country^ and hs 
Cuftoms ; which, ncvcrthelefs, wc cmnot get over, till 
ve have got over alcnoft all moral obligations, as 
members of fociety. 

In the firfl place, let us confider (we who are ii\ 
poireilion of EAates by legal defcent) how we (hould 
have liked to have been fuch naked deditute varlets, 
as we muft have been, had our Fathers* been as wife as 
ourfelves; and defpifed Matrimony as we do — And 
then let us afk ourfelves, If we ought not to have the 
iame regard for our pofterity, . as we are glad our Fa- 
thers had for theirs ? 

But this, perhaps, is too moral a confideration.-^ 
To proceed therefore to thofe confiderations which 
VixW be more ftriking to us : How can we* reafonably 
expefl Oeconomy or Frugality (or any thing indeed 
but Riot and Wafte) from creatures who have an 
interejiy and muft therefore have views, diflFerent from 
our own ? 

They know the uncertain tenure (our fickle hu- 
mours) by which they hold: And is it to be won- 
(}ered at, fuppofiiig them to be , provident harlots, 
that they fliould. endeavour, if they have the^^w^r^ to 
lay up againfl a rainy day > or, if they have not the 
power, that they fhould fquandcr all they can come 
at, when ihey are furc of nothing hut the prefent hoar ; 
and when the life they live, »nd the facrifices they 
have made, put Confcience and Honour out of the 
ijueftion ? 

Whereas a IVife, having the fame family-intereft with 
Jier hufband, lies not either under ihe fame apprehen* 
Jtons or temptations ; and has not broken through (of 
necejfity^ at leaft, has not) thzfe rcftraints which educa- 
tion has fadeoed upon her : And if (he make a pri- 
Tate purfe, which we are told by anti-matrimonialifh, 
all wives love to do, and has children^ it goes all into 

iJbeAmc family at the loPR-ruo. 
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Then^ as to the great article of fidelity to jour bed, 
are not women of family, who' were well edircated, 
under greater reftraints than creatures, who, if they 
ever had reputation, facrifice it to fordid intereft, or 
to more fordid appetite, the moment they give up to 
you ? Does not the example you furniSi^ of having 
fucceeded with her, give encouragement for others to 
attempt her likewife? For, with all her blandifh'ments, 
can any man bo To credulous, or fo vain, as to be- 
lieve that the woman ^^ could perfuade, another may 
not prevail upon ? 

Adultery is fo capital a gui]f, that even Rakes and 
Libertines, if not* wholly abandoned, and, as I may 
fay, invited, by a woman's levity, difavow aiid con- 
demn itr But here, in a State of Keeping, a woman 
is in no danger of incurring {legally^ at Icaft) that 
guilt ; and you yourfelf have broken thro' and over-, 
thrown in her all the fences and boundaries of moral , 
honefty, and the modefty and refcrves of her Sex : 
And what Tie (hall hold her againft inclination, or 
tntereft \ And what fhall deter an attempter ? 

While a Hulband has this fecurity from legal fanc- 
tions, that if his wife be detected in a criminal con- 
verfation with a man of fortune (the moft likely by 
bribes to feduce her) he may recover very great da- 
mages, and procure a Divorce beiides : Which, to 
fay nothing of the ignominy, is a confideration that 
muft have fome force upon both {Parties. And a wife 
mull be vicious indeed, and a refledtion upon a man's, 
own choice, who, for the fake of change, and where 
there are no qualities to feduce, nor affluence to cor- 
rupt, will run fo many hazards to injure herhuiband 
in the tendereft of all points. 

But their are difBcukies in procuring a divorce 
[And fo their ought] — And none, fays the Aake, ia 
partiog with a miftrefs whenever you fiifpeA her \ op 
whenever you are weary of her, and have a mind to 
change her for aaotber. 
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B«t mo ft* HOC the mao be a brute iodee<L who can 
cmft off a womaa whom he has feduced ^ he take 
her firocn the town, chat's another thiog] wuhoet fome 
flagrant reafon ; fomething that< will better juftifyJiim 
to iim/ei/i as well as to bcr, and to the Vf^/d,' than- 
mere power zxidaiovcltf^f 

Bot I don't fee, if we judge by ^^3^ and hj the 
praSliee of alt we have been acquainted with of the 
Keeping Clafs, that we know how to part with them 
when we have them. 

That weJcnow we r^n if wew///,. i&^Uwe have 
for it : And this leads us to bear many thingr from a 
miftrefsy .which wc would not from a viife. But, if we 
are good-natured and .humane :If the woman has Art 
[And what woman wants it, who has'fallenhy Jrt ? 
and to whofe precarious fituation yirt is fo ncceilary ?} 
If you have given her the credit of being called by 
your name : If you have a fettled place of abode, and 
have received and paid viiits in her company, as your 
wife : If (he has brought. you children — You will al- 
ItWj that thefe are ilrong obligations upon you, in the 
"world's eye, ^as well as < to your own heart, agaioft 
tearing yourfelf from fuch. clofe connexions. She will 
flick to you as your ikin : And it will be next. to flay^ - 
Itkg yourfelf to caft.her offL 

Even if there be cau/e iovix^ hj^ Infidelity, fhe wiU^l 
have managcid ill> if (he have not her defenders. Nor - 
did I ever know a caufe or a perfoa . fo iod^ as to 
want advocates, either from ill-will to the. one, or 
pjty to the other : And you will then be thought a 
hard-hearted mlfcreant : And even were ihe to go off 
without credit to her/elf ^ fhe. will leave you as little; , 
efpecially with all thofe whofe. good opinion a maa 
would wiih.to cultivate. . 

Well, then, fhall this poor privilege, jthatwe may 
part with a woman if we wU^ .be deemed a balance 
for the other inconveniencies I Shall h be thought kff 
.40 who Girc men of family and-f 01; tuoci- an eq[uivalent 

for. 
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for gWiog up tquality 9f degree : aod taking for the 
partner of our Bed, and very probably more than the 
partner ia our Eftates (to the breach of all £simily-rule 
and order) a low-born^ a low-educated creature, who 
has not brought any thing into the Common Stock ; 
and can p^ffibly make no returns for the folid benefits 
file receives, but thdfe libidinous ones, which a man 
cannot boaft of, but to his difgrace, nor think of, but 
to the fhame of both f 

Moreover, as the man advances in years, the fury 
of his Libertinifm will go off. He will have difiercnt 
aims and purfuits, which will dimtniih his appetite to 
ranging, and make fuch a regular life as tne matri'*^ 
monial and fami]y-life> palatable to him^ and every 
day more palatable. 

If he has Children, and has reafon to think them 
&V, and if his lewd courfes have left him any Eftate,; 
he will have caofe to regret the rejiraint his boafted 
liberty has laid him under« and the valuable./^rii/i/fg-A 
it has deprived him of; when he finds, that It muft de- 
firend to fome relation, for whom, whether near or 
diftant, he cares not one farthing \ and who perhaps 
(if a man of virtue) has held him in the. utmoft cont 
tempt fbr his diflblute life». 

And were we to iuppofe his EQate in bist power to 
bequeath as he pleafes ; why fhould a man^refolve, for 
the gratifying of his fooliib humour only, to baftar* 
dize his race I Why fhould he wifh xo expofebis chil* 
dren to the fcorn and-infuUsuof^the reft of the world? 
Why fhould he,,whether they areSons or Daughters, 
lay them under the neceflicy of complying with pro« 
pofals of marriage,, either inferior, as to fortune, or 
unequal as to Jge f Why fhould he deprive the children 
be loves, who thenxTelves may be guUty of. no fault, 
of the refpe A they would wifh to have, aod to deferve; 
and of the opportunity of afibciaiiog themfelvcs vdth 
$r^cr^ that is to fay, with reputable coropfiny ? And 
lihy fhould he make them think themfeivcs under oIik , 
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ligation to efcry perfon of charaAer, who will voach- 
ikfe to vifit tbem ? W4iat little reafon. in a word^ 
would fuch childrea have to blefs their Father's obfli- 
nate defiance of t^e Laws ^nd«Cuftoms of his Coun- 
try ; and for givlbg them* a ^ Mother, of whocn they 
could not think with honour ; to whoTe Crime it was, 
that they owed their very Beings^ and whofe Example 
it was their duty to £hun \ 

If the Education and Morals of thefe children arc 
left to Chance, as too generally they are (for the man 
who has humanity and a feeling heart, and who is ca- 
pable of fbndnefsfor hisofl^pring, I take it for granted, 
will marry) \ the cafe is dill woifc ; his crime- is per- 
petuated, as I .may fay, by his children : And the 
Sea, the Armv, perhaps the Highway, for the Boys ; 
the Common tor the Girls \ too often point out the- 
way to a worfe Cataftrophe. 

What therefore, upon the whole, do we get by : 
treading in thefe crooked patKs, but danger, diigrace, . 
and a too late repentance ? 

And after all, do we not frequently become the • 
Cullies of our own Libertinifm ; flidiog into the v^r/ 
State with thofe half-worn-out doxies, which perhaps 
we might have entered into with their Ladies; at lealt 
with their fuperiors both in degree and fortune f , 
And all the time, lived handfomely like ourfelves ; . 
not fneaking into holes and corners \ and, when we 
crept abroad with our women, looking about us, and 
at every one that paiTcd us, as if we were confeiTedly 
accountable to the ccniures of all honed people. 

My coufin Tony Jenyns, thou kncwcft. He had 
not the aftively milchicvous fpirit, that Thou, Bel- 
ton, Mowbray, Tourvillc, and myjel/j have : But he 
imbibed the tame notions we do, and carried them 
into practice.. 

How did he prate againft wedlock ! How did he 
ftrut about as a IVit and a Smart I And what a Wit 
and a Smart did ail (be boys and girls of our family 

Cmyfelf 
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(myfelf among the refl:, then an urchiii) think biai» 
for the airs he gave himfelf ?— -Marry I N09 not for 
the world j what man of fenfe would bear the info- 
Ience$» the petulances, the expenfiveaefs of a wife Iv 
He could not for the heart of him think it tolerablet 
that a woman of equai rank and fortune, and, as it 
might hzppcD, /uperiir talents to his own, (hould look 
upon hcffclf to have a right to (bare the benefit of that 
fortune which (he brought faim. 

So, after he had flu tiered about the town for tw6 
or three years, in all which time he had a better 
opinion of himfelf than any-body elfe had, what does 
he do, but enter upon an affair with his Fencing- 
mafter's Daughter i 

He fucceeds ^ tiikes prifate lodgings for her at 
Hackney v ^ifiu her by flealth ; both of them ten* 
der of Repmations that were extrtnefy tender^ bufi 
which neither had quite given up ; fos Rakes of ei* 
ther Sex are alwap the laft taeondemn or cry dowa 
themfelves : Viiited by apbodv, nor vifiting ; The 
life of a thief, or of a man befct by creditors^ afraid 
lalook out of his own houfe, or to be feen abroad 
with her. And thus went he on for twelve year^^ 
and, tho* he had a good eftate, hardly making both, 
ends meet ;. for,^ tho* no Glare, there was no O^co- 
Aomy ; and bc6des, he had' every year a child, and 
very fond of his children was he. Uiic none of thorn 
lived above three years : And. being now, on tho 
death of. the dozenth, grown as duDy fober, as if he 
had been a real husband, his good Mrs^.Thomas (for 
he had not permitted her to take his own name) pre- 
vailed upon him to think the lofs of their children a 
judgment upon the parents for their wicked way of 
life [A time will come, Lovelace,, il we live to 
advanced years, in which Refledion will take hold 
e£ the enfeebled mindj; and then it was not diAcuU 
for bis woman to induce him, by way of compound* 
log with Heaven^ to marry her* "WYltti >icA\ ^a^ 
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done, he had leifare to fie dawn, and contemplate ; 
and CO recolIcA the many offers of perfons of family 
and fortune which he had declined in the prime of 
life : His cEpences equal %l leaft : His reputation not 
only kfst but ioft : His eaijoyments ftoUn : His par t- 
nerihip untquaJf and fuch as he had always been 
aihamed of. But the women faid. That after twelve 
or thirteen years cohabitation, Tony did an honeft 
thing by her. And that was all my poor-coufin got 
by making his old miftrefs his new wife — ^Noi a 
drum, not a trumpet, not a fife,, not a tabrtr» nor 
the expcftation of a new joy, to animate him 00 ! 

What Belcon will do wkh his Thomafine, I fanow 
not ; nor care I to advife him i For I fee the poor 
fellow does not like that any body fhould curfe her 
but himfelf. This he does very heartily. And fo 
low is he reduced, that he blubbers over the re- 
fleftion upon his paft fondnefr for her cubs,^ and up- 
on hb prefcnt doubts of their being his :. ' What a 

* damn'd thing is it, Belford, if Tom and Hal fliotild 

* be the hoftler dog's puppief, and not mine !' 
Very true I and I chink the ftrong health of the 

chubby-ficed mufcuiar whelps confirtns the too great 
probability. But I fay not fo to him.- 

Toup he fays, are fuch a gay, lively mortal, that 
this fad tale would make no impreffion upon you : 
Efpecially now, that your whole heart is engaged as 
k is. Monvhray would be too violent upon it : He has 
not» he fays, a feeliog heart. TourvilU has no difcre- 
tion : And, a pretty jcft ! although he and his Tho* 
maiine lived without ceputation in the world (people 
gueifing that they were not married,, notwithpftanding 
fhe went by his name) yet ^ he would not Ui^-^much 

* difcredit the curfcd ihgrate-v^iihct V 

Could a man zii a weaker part, had he been really 
married ;..aod were he fure he was going to {eparate 
from the mother of his own children- 1 

Lieavc this as a leflbn upofiiby hearty without ma* 
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ing toy applicatioo : Oalfi with this remark, ' That 

* after we Libertines have indulged our licentious ap- 
' peiices, reBe£tiog (in the conceit of our vain hearts) 
^ both with our Irps and by our lives, upon our an- 

* ceftors, and the good old. ways, we find out when 
' we come to years of dtfcretion, if we live till then 

* (what alt who knew us found out before, that is to 

* fay ; We find out) our own defpicable folly ; that 
' thofe good old ways would have been beft for us, 

* as well as for the reft of the world i and that in 

' every fiep we have deviated from them, we have ' 

* only expofed our vanity, and our ignorance at the 
^ fame time.* 

J. B£LFOR0» 

LETTER XXVH, 

Mr. L0VELACB> To JpHM BsLFOItD, EJff 1 

Saturday y May 20 • 

T AM pleafed with the fober refle£):ion with which 
*- thou concludeft thy laft } and I thank thee JForitr 

Poor Beltonl — I did not think his Thomalxne 
Would have proved fo very a devil. But this muft- 
everlaftingly be the rifque of a keeper , who takes up 
with a low-bred girl. This I pever did. Nor had I 
occafion to do it. Such a one as /, Jack, needed 
only, till now, ta (hake the ftatlieft tree, and the 
mellowed fruit dropt into my mouth: — Always of 
Montaigne's taftcj^^ thou knowcft : — Thought it a 
glory to fubdue a girl of family* — Moire truly delight- , 
ful to me the /edudion-progrefs than the crowning 
aA : For tbat*s a vapour^.a bubble !. And moil cor* 
diaily do 1 thank thee for tby indireft hint, that I am 
eight in my prefent purfuit. 

From fuch a woman as Mifs Harlowe, a man is (c- 
<ured from alL the iQCcnvcQicn€ic;s thoa eatgattareft 
uppn. 
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Once more, therefore, dp I thank thee, BeIford,s 
for thy approbation ! — A man need not, as thou fa;- 
eft, fneak into AoUs and corners t and fhun the day. 
In the company of fuch a woman as this. How 
friendly in thee, thus to abet the favourite purpofe of 
my heart ! — Nor can it be a difgrace to me, to per- 
mit y!/rA a lady* to be called by my naipe 1 — Nor fliall 
I' be at all concerned about the worhts cenfiire^ if 1^ 
Hve to iht years of di/creiion, which chou mentioaefl:^ 
ihould I be taken in, and prevailed upon to tread with 
her the good old path of my anccftors. 

A bleifiag on thy heart, thou honefl fellow 1 I 
thought thou wen in jefl, and but acquitting thyfelf 
of an engagement to Lord M when thou wert plead- 
ing for Matrimony in behalf of this Lady ! — It could 
not be Principle, I knew, 10 thee : It could not be 
Gompaffion-^A little i^ni;;' indeed I fufpcfled ! — But 
now f iee thee on«e more thyf^lF: Awd once more, 
fay I, A bleffing on thy hearty thou true friend, and' 
very honed fellow I 

Ncm wUl I proceed with courage in all my fchemes^. 
and obligQ thee with the continued narrative of mj 

Erogreffions toward* brioging them to eflfcft ! — But 
could not forbeiar to interrupt my Story, ^ to ihiow 
way gratitude. 



LETTER XXVIII^ 

Mf^ Lovelace, To John Belford, E/qi 



A 



ND^now will I favour thee wiih a brief account 
of oar prcfeot fituation. 
From the higheH: to the lowed we arc all extreme^ 
ly happy. — Dorcas ftands well in her Lady's graces. 
Polly has afked her advice in relation to a Courtihip- 
affair of her own. No oracle ever gave better, Saify 
has had a quarrel with her Woo(en-draper ; and 
made my Charmer Ladyrchancellor in it. She blamed 
SaJJ/ for behaving tyrannvcAllY to a man who loves 
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her. 'Dear creature ! to ftaod againft a glafij and to 
•fhuc her eyes becaufe (he will not fee her £ace in it.^— 
Mrf. Sinclair has paid her court to fo unerring a 
jud^e, by requefting her advice with regard to both 
Nieces. 

This the way we have been in for feveral days with 
the people below. Yet fola generally at her meals, 
and feldom at other times in their company. They 
now, ufed to her ways {Perfevcrance muft conquer^ 
ncyer prefs her^ fo when they meet, all is civility on 
both fides. Even married people, I believe, Jack, 
prevent abundance of quarrels^ by feeing jone another 
iuifelc^. 

But how Hands it between Thyfelf and the Lady« 
inethii^ks ihoii askefl, fitKC her abrupt departure from 
thee, 'and undutifiil repulfc of Wednefday morning ? 

Why, pretty well in the main. Nay, very welh 
For why ? The dear faucy-face knows not how to 
help herfelf. Can fly to no other protedlion. And 
hZMf befides, overheard a converfation [Who would 
have thought fhe had been fo near ?J which pafled be* 
tween Mrs. Sinclair, Mifs Martin, and n\yfelf, that 
▼cry Wednefday afternoon ; which has fet her heart 
-at cafe with refpeft to* feveral doubtful points. 

Such as,' particularly, * Mrs. Fretchville's unhappy 

* ftatc of mind — Moft humanely pitied by Mifs Mar* 

* tin, who knows her v^ry well — ^Thc hufband fhc 
■* has loft, and herfelf (as Sally fays) Lovers from 
-* their cradles. Pity from one begets pity from an- 

* other, be the occafion for it either ftrong or weak ; 
' and fo many circumilances were given to poor Mrs* 

* Fretchville's diftrefs, that it was impoffiblc but my 

* Beloved muft fxtremely pity her whom the lefs ten- 

* der-hearted Mifs Manin greatly pitied. 

* My Lord M's gout his ofily hindrance from 

* vifiting my fpoufc. Lady Betty and Mifs Montague 
^ foon expe£lcd in town. 

• M7 taiDcit (ic£rc figtiificd 10 Ivwt isx^ ^wS5l 
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receive thofe Lsidiet is her owa houfe» if Mrs. 
Frecchville would bot know her own miod^ aod .1 
pachctically lamented the delaj occaliooed by iier 
not know log ir« 

* My intentioD to ftay at Mrs Sinclair^Sy as I /aid 
I had told sbtm hifore^ while my Ipoofe refides in 
her owo houfe (when ' Mrs. Fretchville could be 
bfought to quit it) in order 10 grJitify her utmoft 
|iun£tilio« 

^ My pa^on for my Beloved (which as I told them 
ia a high and fervent accent, was the trueft that 
Aao could have for woman) I boafted of. It way, 
in ihort, I faid, of the ifue Platonic kind; or I had 
JBO notion of what Pjatonic Love was.' 
So it is, Jack \ and muft end as Platonic Love ge- 
oerally docs end. 

* Sally and Mrs. Sinclair next praifed, but notgrofsfyf 
my Beloved. Sally panicularly admired her purity: 
called it exemplary ; yet (to avoid fufpicion) ex* 
preiFed her thoughts that ihe was rather aver-nicei 
if flic might prefume to fay fo before me. But never- 
tfaelefs fhe applauded me for the find obfervation I 
made of my vow. 

* I more freely blamed her referves to me ; called 
her cruel \ inveighed againft her relation^ \ doubted 
her Love. Every favour I alked of her denied me. 
Yet my behaviour to her as pure and delicate when 
alone, as when before them — Hinted at fomething 
that had paficd between us that very day, that 
fhewed her indifference to me in fo ftroog a light, 
that I could not bear it. But that } would a(k her 
for her company to the Play of Venice Preferv^d^ 
given out for Saturday night as a Benefit-play ; the 
prime a£tors to be in it ; and this, to fee if I were 
to be denied every favour. — Yet, for my own pair, 
I kved not Tragedies ; iho* ftie did, for the fake of 
the In(lru£llon^ the Warning, and the Example 

^ £CDcraUy given in them. 
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* I had coo much/f^iingy i Arid, There was enough 
' in the world to make our hearts fad, without car« 

* rjing grief into our diverfionSi and making the 
< diftreflSi of others our own.' 

True enough, Belford ; and I believe, generallf 
Ipeaktog, that all the tnen of our caft are of mj mind 
— ^Tbey love not any Tragedies but thofe in which 
they themfelves aA the .parts of tyrants and ezecu* 
tk>t>ers ; and, afraid to truft themfelves with (erious 
and fokmn reflcQions, run to Comedies, in order 
to laogh away compunAion on the diftrefles they have 
occafioned. and to find examples of men as immoral 
as themfelves. For very few of our comic per* 
fbrmances* as thou knoweft, give us good ones.— -I 
ahfwer» however, for myfelf — Yet thou, I think, on 
xecolle^ion, love/l to ideal in the Lamentable. 

Sally anfwered for Polly^ who was abfent, Mrs. 
Sinclair for herfelf, and for all her acquaintance, even 
for Mifs Partington, in preferring the comic to the 
tragic fcenes. — And I believe they are ri^t ; for the 
devil's in it, if a confided in Rake does not give a girl 
enough of Tragedy in his Comedy. 

' I aiked Sally to oblige my Fair-one with her 

* company. She was engaged [That was right, 
^ ihou'lt iuppofe]. I aficed Mr?. Sinclair's leave for 

* Polly. To be fure, fhe anfwered, Polly would 
^ think it an honour to attend Mrs. Lovelace : But 
** the poor thing was tender-hearted ; and as the 

' Tragedy was deep, would weep herfelf blind. 

* Sally, mean time, objeAed Singleton, that / 

* might anfwer the obje£lion, and fave my Beloved 

* the trouble of making it, or debating the point 

* with me ; and on this occafion I regceted that her 

* Brother's projcfts were not laid afide ; fincc, if 

* they had been given up, I would have gone in per* 
^ ion to bring iip the Ladies of my family to attend 
^ my fpoufe. 

* I tben^ from a Iciter Juft befovfi itctvstdi ^k^tsl 
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* cue in her Father's family, warned them of a per- 
fon who bad uDdcrtafcen to find us out, and whom 
I thus in writing [having called for pen and ink] 
defcribed, that they might arm all the family 
againft him' — '^ A fun-burnt, pock-frecten failor, 
iIl-looking9 big-boned ; his ftatura about fix foot ; 
an heavy eve» ap over-hanging brow, a deck- 
treading ftride in his walk ; a couteau generally 
by his ude ; lips parched from his gums, at if by 
ftaring at the fun in hot climates ; a brown coat ; 
a coloured handkerchief about his neck ; an oaken 
plant in his hand, near as long as himfelf, and pro- 
portionably thick.*' 

' No qucAions aikcd by this fellow mull be an- 
fwercd. They fhould call tm to him. But not 
let my Beloved know a tittle of this, ib long as 
it could be helped. And I added, that if her Bro- 
ther or Singleton came, and if they behaved civilly, 
I would, for her fake, be civil to them : And in 
this cafe, (lie had nothing to do, but to own her 
Marriage, and there could be no pretence for vio- 
lence on ciihcr fide. But moft fervently I fwore, 
that if ihe were conveyed away^ either by per/uq/tGii 
ov force y I would dircftly, on miffing her but one daj, 
go to demand her at Harlowe-Place, whether (he 
were there or not ; and if i recovered not a Siftert 
I would have a brother ; and fhould find out a 
captain of a (liip as well as he.' 
And now, Jack, doft thou think (he'll attempt to 

get from me, do what I will ? 

* Mrs. Sinclair began to be afraid of mlfchief ia 

^ her houfe — 1 was apprehcnfive that flic would over^ 

* do the matter, and be out of character. I there- 
^ fore winked at her. She primmed ; nodded, to 
^ (hew fhe took me ; twanged out a high-ho thro" 
^ her nofe, lapped one horfe-lip over the other, and 

• was filent.* 

Here's preparation, "Bc\f(M:dl'— Doft think I will 
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throw It all aWay for Any tbmg thou canft fay, or 
Lord M. write ? — No indeed ! — as my Charmer lays, 
wlien file bridles. 



♦ # # # 
» # 



And what muft neceifarily be the confequence of 
All this with regard to my Beloved's behavioar to 
me I — Canft thou doubt, that it was all complaifance 
next time (he admitted me into her prefence ? 

Tliurfday tve were very happy. All the morning 
-extremely happy. 1 kiffcd her charming hand. — I 
need not defcribe to thee her hand and arm. Whea 
thou faweft her, I took notice that thy eyes dwelt 
Dpori them whenever thou couldft fpare them from 
that beauty-fpot of wonders, her face-^F^iJy-times 
kiflcd her hand, I believe- — Once her check, intend- 
hig her Up, but 16 rapturoully, that fhe could not 
help feeming angry. 

Had fhe not thus kept me at arm»-1ength ; had 
fhe not denied me thofe inuocent liberties which our 
Sex, from ftep to ftep, afpire to ; could 1 but have 
^gained accefs to her in her hours of heedlefinei^ and 
difhabille [For foil drefs creates dignity, aujjments 
con'cioufnefs, and compels diftancej; we had beea 
familiarized to each other long ago. Sut keep her 
Tip ever ^ fo late ; meet her ever fo early; by break- 
faft-time, fhe is diefTed for the day ; and at her ear^ 
Heft h^ufj as nice as others, drcffed. All her forms 
thus kept up, wonder not that I have made fo Httje 
progrcfs in the propofcd trial.--Bui how muft all this 
diftance Simulate ! 

Thurjday mornings as I faid, we were extremely 
happy — About nooiiy fhe numbered the hours flic had 
been with me ; all of them to me but as one minute ; 
and dcfired to be left to herfclf. I was loth to com- 
ply : But obferving the fun-fhine begin to fhut in, E 
yielded. 

I dined but. Returning, I talked of the houfcf^ 
•and of Mrs. Fretchville — Had iccu ^ift\w«.V— -Vv-^^ 

Vol, IK H ^^^«ftf^ 
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prefled him to get the widow to quit. She pUied Mrs. 
JPrctchville CAnocher good cScd of the ovrrheard 
converfationj — Had writtea to Lord.M; ezpeAcd an 
aofwcr Toon from him. I was admitted to fup with 
her. I urged for her approbation orcorreAioo of my 
written terms. She again promifed an anf^er as fooa 
as fhe had heard from Mifs Howe. 

Then I prefted for her company to the Play on Sa- 
turday night. She made objedions, as I bad fore- 
seen: Her brother's pro] e&y warmih of the weather, 
^c. But in fuch a manner, as if half-afraid to dif- 
cblige me [Another happy eSeA of the overheard 
convcrfation^. I fooo got over thefe therefore ; an^ 
ihe confeoted to favour me. 

Friday pafTed as the day before. 

Here were two happy days to both. Why cannot 
I make every day equally happy > h looks as if it 
.'w^e in my power to dofo. Strange, I fhould thus dc- 
Jight in teazing a woman I fo deadly love ! I muft, I 
xloubt, have fomething in my temper like Mi(s Howe, 
who loves to plague the man who puts himfelf in her 
power. — But I could not do thus by fuch an angel as 
this, did I not believe, that after her probation- time 
Ihall be expired, and if fhe be not to be brought to 
€chah'itation (my darling view) I fhall reward her as (he 
.v^'lOies. 

Saturday is half over. We are equally happy — 
Preparing for the play, Polly has offered her com- 
pany, and is accepted. I have direited her where to 
weep : And this not only to fhpw her humanity [, A 
weeping eye indicates a gentle heart] but to havea pre- 
tence to hide her face with her fan or handkerchief* 
-^Yet Polly is far from being every man's girl ; and 
we fhall fit in the Gallery Green-box. 

The woes of others, fo well reprefented as thofe of 
Belvidera particularly will be, muft, I hope, unlock 
and open my Charmer's heart. Whenever I have 
i>ccn abJc to prevail upon a girl to permit me to at- 
tend 
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tend her to & play, I have thought my felf fure of her. 
The female heart (all gentlenefs and haroiony by na- 
ture) expands, and forgets its forms, when its atten- 
tion is carried out of it^If at an agreeable or affe£ling 
cotcrtaioment— i-Mufic» and perhaps a Collation after^^ 
wards, co-operating. 

Indeed* I have no hope of fuch an effeA here : 
but I have more than one end to anfwer by getting 
her to a Flay. To name but one-^Dorcas has a ma" 
fter-key^ as I have told thee. — Bui it were worth while 
to carry her to the Play of Fenice Pre/erved, were it 
but to fhew her, that there have, been, and may bA» 
much deeper diftreiTes than fhe can poffifoly know. 

Thus exceedingly happy are we at prefenr. I hope 
we (hall not find any of Nat. Lee's left-hapded god:s 
«c work^ to dafh our bowl of joy with wormwood. 

' R. LOVEJ-ACIJ 

LETTER XXIX. 

"•I 
H^f/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifs Ho^ve. 

Friday ^ May rp.' 

1 Would not, if I could help it, be fp continualfj' 
brooding over the dark and gloomy f^ce of my 
condition [All nature, you know, my dear, and 
every thing in it, has a bright and a gloomy fidej 
as to be thought unable to enjoy a more hopeful prof- 
peft. And this, not only for my own fake, but for 
yours, who take fuch generous concern in all that be- 
f als me. 

Let me tell you then, my dear, that I have kn'owti 
four-and^twenty hoUrs together not unhappy ones, my 
Situation conlidered. 

She then gives the pctrticulars of the cou'ueTJaWiwv 
"whkh Jbe i^ad overheard betviem Mr% L-ivelacc 

- U z Mr 
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Mrs, Sinclair^ and Mift Martin ; hit accounts 
more minutely than he had done, /or the opportunity 
fie had tf overbearing it, unknown to them. 

She gives the reafonjbe has to be pkafed with what 

fie beard from each : But isfiockedat the meafurt 

he is refitOed to take, ^ he miffes her but for one day. 

Yet is pieafedy that he propofes to avoid agj}reiSve 

violence^ if her Brother and he meet in tovum 

Even DorcaSy fays fie, appears lefs exception- 
able to me than before ; and f cannot bot pity jher for 
her negledled education, as it is matter of fo much 
regret to her/elf i £lfe, there would not be ibuch in 
it ; as the Low and Illiterate are the moft nfefiil 
people in the commonwealth (fioce fuch conftitute the 
labouring part of the public) ; and as a Lettered 
£docation but too generally fets people above thcfe 
fervile offices, by which the bufinefs of the world is 
carried on. Nor have I any doubt that there are, 
take the world thro', twenty happy people among the 
Unlettered, to ooe among ^thofe who have had a 
School-Education. 

This, however, concludes not againft Learning or 
Xetters -, fince one would wjQi to lift to.fome little di- 
ilioAion, and more genteel ufefulnefs, thofe who have 
capacity, and whofe Parentage one refpedls, or whofe 
fcrvices one would wifh to reward. 

Were my mind quite at ea/e, I could enlarge, 
perhaps not unufefully, upon this fubjtft ; for I 
liave confidercd it with as much attention as my 
years, and little experience and obfervation, will per- 
mit. 

But the extreme illitcrateneft and indocillty of 

this maid arc furprifing, confidering that fhe wants 

'lot inquifitivcncfs, appears willing to learn, and, in 

.^^r rcfpccls, has quick pans* This confirms 

to 
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CO me what I have heard refQarked, That t^ere is a 
dociUe Sea/on^ a Learniog-time as I may fay, for 
every perfon, 19 which the mind may be led ftep 
by ftep, frona tlie lower to the higher (year by year) 
to improvement. How induftrfoufly ought thefe 
Seafons, as they offcir, to be taken hold oi^ by Tu.- 
tors. Parents, and other friends, to whom the cul- 
tivation of the geniu3 of children and youth is com- 
mitted } fince, once elapfed, and no foundation laid» 
they hardly ever return ! — And yet it muft be con- 
fcfied^ that there arrfome geniu fes, which, like focne 
fruicsy ripen not till late. And Indi^ftr; and Perfe-^ 
veraoce will do prodigious^ things^*-«Buc for a learner 
to have thoie firft rtidiments to mafter. at twenty 
years of age iuppofe, which others are taught, and' 
they themlelves might have attained^ at ten, what an 
up-hiii labour T 

Thefe kind of obfirrvatlons yon have always wiflied 
aac to interfperfe^- as they arife to my thoughts.. 
But it is a fign that my profpe£ls are a little mended^ 
or I fhould not, among fo many more interefting 
ones, that my mind has been of late filled with, have 
had beart's-eafe enough to make them. 

Let me give you n^ reJkfliofU' oa my moti a6p^ 
ibl profpeAs. 

1 am now, in the firfl place, better able to ac« 
count for the delays about the houfe, fhan I was 
Before — Poor Mrs. Fi-eichville ! — Tho' I know her 
not^.I pity her! — Next, it looks well, thit he had 
appriied the womv:n (before this converfation with 
them) of his intention to flay in this houfe, after I 
was removed to the other. By the tone of his voice 
he feemed concerned for the appearance this new 
delay would have with me. 

So haiidfomely did Mifs Martin exprefs herfelf 
of me, that I am forry, methinks, that I judged fo 
hardly of her, when I firft came hither — Free - 

H 3 -^^^^^ 
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people may go a great way, but not all the way : And 
as fuch are generally unguarded^ precipitate, and 
tboughdefs, the fame quicknefs^ changeableoefs, and 
fuddennefs of fpirit, as I may call it» may intervene 
•(if the heart be not corrupted) to recover them to 
thought and duty. 

His reafon for declining to go in perfon to bring up 
the Ladies of his family, while my Brother and Single* 
ton continue their machinations, carries no bad face 
vrith it ; and one may the rather allow for thixt ex- 
pe<StationSy that fo proud a fpirit as his {hould attend 
them for this purpo(e> as he fpeaks of theo^ fometimes 
as perfons of punctilio. 

Other realbns I will mention for my being eafier id 
my mind than I was before I overheard this coaverfa* 
tion. 

Such as; the advice he has received in relation to 
Singleton's mate \ which agi ees but too well with what 
you, my dear, wrote to me in yours of May theioth (a}*> 

Hijs not intending to acquaint me with it* 

His cautions to the fervant» about the failor, if he 
A)ould come, and make inquiries about us» 

His refolution to avoid violence, were he to fall ia 
eiiher with my Bio^her^i or this Singleton j and the 
eafy method he has chalked out, in this cafe, to prevent 
milchief ; iince I need only not to deny my being .his. 
But yet I /bould be exceedingly unhappy in my own. 
opinion, to be driven into fuch a tacit acknowledg- 
ment to any new perfons^ till I am foy altho* I have 
been led (fo much againft my liking), to give counte- 
nance to the belief of the perfons below that we are 
married. 

I think myfelf obliged, from what pafled between 

Mr. Lovelace and me on Wcdncfday^ and from what 

I overheard him fay, to confent to go with him to the 

PJ^j ; and the rather, as he had the difcretion to pro- 

pofe oac of the Nieces to accooi^^ri^ isvtv 

{4) See p. 6a» 
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I cannot but acknowledge that I am pleafed to find, 
that he has actually written to liOrd M. 

I have promifed to give Mr. Lavelace an anfwer to 
his propoials as foon as I have heard from you, my 
dear^ on the fubjcA. 

I hope that' in my next I^etter IfhaH have reafon to 
confirm thcfe favourable appearances. Favourable^ I' 
maft think' them, in the wreck I have fuffiered.^ 

I hope, thsic in the triil which you hint may- hap- 
pen between me and rn\fcl/{zs you {a) exprefs it) if he 
ihould fo behave, as to oblige me to leave him, I (halt 
be able to a£t in fuch a manner, as to bring no difcre- 
dit upon myfelf in your eye; and that is all nov/' 
that I have to wi(h for. But if I value him fo much 
as you are pleafed to fuppofe I do, the trial which - 
jDu imagine will be To difficult to me, will' not, I con* 
ceive, be upoo getting from him, when the means to 
tffcEt my efcape are lent me \ but how I'fhall behave 
when got from him;* and if, like the Ifraelites of old, 
I^fliall be fo weak as to wifli to return to my Egyptiaa^ 
bondage* 

I think it will not be amifs,- notwitbftanding the 
prefent favourable appearances, that you fhould perfeft 
the fcheme (whatever it be) which you tell me (b) 
you have thought of, in order to procure for me an 
afylum, in cafe of neceffity. Mn Lovelace is certainly 
a deep and dangerous man; and it is therefore but 
prudence to be watchful, and to be provided againft 
the worft. Lord blefs me, my dear, how am I redu- 
ced I — Could I ever have thought to be in fuch a ficua- 
tion, as to be obliged to ftay with a man, of whofe 
honour by me I could have but the Jbadow of a 
doubt ! — But I will look forward, and hope the beft. 

I am certain, that your Letters are fafe. — Be per- 
feaiy cafy, therefore, on that head. 

Air. Lovelace will never be out of my coinpaoy by 

H 4 bis 

(4)Sce^p.ii). (>)lbid. 
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Lis good-will ; otherwife I have do doubt that I am 
tnlQrefs of my goings-out and comings-io ; aod did I 
think it needful; and were 1 not afraid of my lirofther^ 
and Capt. Singleton, I would ofcener put it to triaL 

LETTER XXX. 

Mi/s HowEy Tq Mifs Clarissa Harlow£» 

Saturday^ May 20* 

T Did not know, my dear, that you deferred gWiag 
-'' an anfwer toMr.Lovelace'spropofals, till yoi;i bad 
my opinion of tbem. A particular hand occaii^aUy 
going to town, will leave this at Wilfoa's^ ttiatopd^* 
lay may be made on that account. 

I never had any donbt of the man^s juftic^ and g$- 
ncrofity in matters of Se(tlen>eat ; and all his relations 
are as noble in their fpirits, as in their defcent : But 
now^ it may not be amilis for you to wair, to fee what 
ictutns my Lord makes ta bis Letter of invication. 

The fchcme I think of is this. 

There is a pei fbn whom I belieye you have feeo with 
me; her name Townfend. who is a great dealer in In- 

i«n Silksj Brui5:ls, aad Frcr^h Lace?, Camb^ics^ 
litnen^, and other valuable goods ; which fhe has a 
way of coming at, duty-free ; and has a great vend 
for them (and for other curiodties which fhe imposts) 
in the private families of the gentry round us. 

She has her days of being in town, and then is at a 
chamber fhe rents at an Inn in Southwark, where ihe 
keeps patterns of her Silks, and much of her portable 
goods, for the cunvenuncy of he Londoa cultosmcrs** 
But her place of refidence, and where (he hat her prin- 
^*pal warehoufe, is at Dcptfrord, for the opportunity 
^^ getting^ her goods on fnore. 

She was firft brought to me by my Mother, to 
^^hoai ihc was recommciviod oa \\ic ^u^>^^^iX ^^ tw^ 
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fpcedj marriage^ * that I might haye aa opportunitf 
*'to be at fine as a priaceit/ was my Mother's es- 
preilioD, ' at a moderate expence.' 

Noar, my dear, I muft own^ that I do not love to 
encourage thefe contraband tk^aders. What is it, buc 
bidding defiance to the Laws of our Country, when 
we do; and hurting fair traders; and at the fame 
time robbing our Prince of his iegal due, to the dimi- 
Dutioa of thoie duties which poflably muft be made 
good by new levies upon the public : 

But however, Mrs. Towniend and I, (ho* I have 
not jet had dealings with her, are upon a very good 
ibot of underflandiag. She is afenuDie woman i ihe 
Jias been abro«id, and often goes^ abroad in the way of 
ber bufinefs ^ and gives very entertaining accounts of 
all- fhe has fceo. And having applied to me, to 
recommend her to you (as it is her view to be known 
to young Ladies whj are likely to change their con* 
duion) I am fure I can cngaee her to give you pro- 
teAion at her houfe at Deptford *> which (he fays is a 
pppulous village ; and one of the lafl, I fhould think, 
in which you woutd be fought for. She is not much 
there, ypu will believs, by the courfe of her dealings % 
bur, no doubt, ..inu(t have fomebodyon the fpor, ii 
whom (he can con6de : And tliere perhaps you might 
be iafe, till yourCoufin comes. • And I ihould not 
think it amifs, .that you write to him out of hand. I 
cannot fjggeft to you whai you (hould write. That 
muft be left to your own difcretion. For you will 
bfr afraid, na doubt, of the confeque^icc of a variance 
between the two men. 

But nutwitliAanding all this, and were I fure of 
getting you fafely out of his hands, I will nevcnhe- 
le(s forgive you, were you to make all up with hiai, 
aud marry to-morrow. Yet 1 will procecd^with my 
lirojcacd fcheme in relation to Mis. Townfend •, 
Uio' I hope there will be no occaiion to profecucc it, 
ulace your profpcits fcem to be changedi and fmcc 

H 5 \^^ 
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ycu have bad tue :t}-four not unhappy tours together. 
How m? indignation r-ies for this poor confolation in 
the courtihip {Courtjhip muft I call it ?J of fuch a 
woman ! Let me tell you, my dear, that were you 
once ycur own abfolute and independent miftrefs, I 
Ihould be tempted, notwFrhftanding all I haye written, 
to wi(h you the wife of any man in the world, rather 
than the wife either of Lovelace, or of Solmes. 

Mrs. Townfeod, as I have recolleAcd. has two 
Brothers, each a mafter of a veflcl ; and who knows, 
as fhe and they have concerns together, but that, m 
cafe of need, yon may have a whole Ship's Crew at 
your devotion ? If Lovelace give you caufe lo leave 
him, take no thought for the people at Harlowe-Place. 
Let them take care of one another. It is a care they 
are v/ed to. The Law will help to fecure them. The 
wretch is no aflliflin, no night-murderer. He is an 
tpen^ becaufe ^fearlefs enemy ; and (hould he at- 
tempt any-thing that would make him obnoxious 
to the Laws of Society, you might have a fair rid- 
dance of him cither by flight or the gallows ; no mat- 
ter which. 

Had you not been fo minute in your account of the 
circumflances that attended the opportunity you had 
of ovei hearing the dialogue between Mr. Lovelace 
and two of the women, I fhould have thought the 
conference contrived on purptfc for your ear. 

I fhewcd Mr. Lovelace's propofala to Mr. Hlck- 
iran, who had chambers once at Lincoln's-Inn, being 
defigned for the Law, had hb elder brother lived. 
He looked fo wife, fo proud, and fo important, upon 
ihe occafion ; and wanted to take fo much confidera- 
tion about them — Would take them home if I pleafed 
— -ind wtigh them well — and fo forth — and the like 
— and all that — that I had no patience with him, and 
fnatchcd them back with anger. 

O dear ! — lo be fo angry, an't pleafe me, for his 

• YC5, 
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YeS| zeal without knowledge, I faid — like moft 
other zeals'-lf there were no objections that flruck 
him at once, there were none. 

So hafty^ dearefl Madam I -* 

And lb flov)^ un-deareft Sir, I could have faid — 
But, Surely, faid- 1, with- a look which implied^ 
Wftuliym rebels Sir ! 

He begged my pardon — Saw no objeftlon, indeed ! 
—But might he be allowed once more — 

No matter^ No matter-:-! would have (hewnt 
them to my Mother, I faid, who, tho* of no Inn o£ 
Ck>ort, knew more of thcfe things than half th6 
lounging Lubbers of them ; and that at firft fight — 
only that fhe woulcl have been angry at the coafeflioa 
of our continued correfpondence. 

But, my dear, let the Articles be drawn up, and 
engrofTed ; and folemnize upon them ; and there's no 
more to be faid. 

Let me add, that the Sailor- fellow has been tam- 
pering with my Kitty, and offered a bribe, to find 
where to direct to you. Next time he comes, I will 
have him laid hold of \ and if I can get nothing out 
of him, will have him drawn through one of our 
deepeft fiOi-pondsu His attempt to corrupt a fervant 
of mine will juAify my orders* 

I fend this Letter away direSly. But will follow 
it by another ; which fliall have for its fubje£l onl^ 
my Mother, Myfelf, and your Uncle Antony. And 
as your profpe^s are more promifing than they have 
been, I will endeavour to make you fmile upon the 
occafion. For you will be pleafed to know, that my 
Mother has had a formal tender from that gr.ay goofr, 
which may make her ikill in Settlements ufciul to 
herftlf, were flie to encourage it. 

May your profpefts be fiill more and more happy, 
prays 

Tour own Anna Howe. 
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LETTER XXil- 

JMl/s Howe, To Mi/s Clarissa Harlowe. 

Sat. Smdajf Af4; Mt 21* 

NOW, my dear, for the procnifed Subjcft. Tbjr 
mufi ittff ask me, how I came by the Origimls 
CSach they really arc] that I am going to prcfcot you 
with : For my Mother woulcj not read to me thofc 
paiti of your Uncle's Letter, which bore hard upon 
SDyfelf, and which leave him without any title to 
mercy from me : Nor would fhe let mc hear but 
what flic pleafed of hers in anfwer ; for (he has con* 
defceoded to anfwer him — with a denial, however : 
But fuch a denial, as no one but an Old Bachelor 
would take from a Widow. 

Any-body, except tnwfelf, who could have been 
acquainted with fuch a faMal Courtihip as this muft 
have been had it proceeded, would have been glad h 
had gone on : And I dare fay, but for the faucy 
Daughter, it had. My good Mamma, in that cafe, 
"Would have been ten years the younger for it, per- 
haps: And could I but have approved of it, I (hould 
have been confidered by her as if tea years older thaa 
I am: Since, very likely, it would have been ; * We 
Widows, my dear, know not how to keep mea at 
a diftance— So as to gitrc them pain, in order to try 

• •."'[ "t^"'" muft advifc me, child : You muft 

• Sn .5 ?^^ '''u'' ^'^"^'— Yet not toe, cruel neither— 

• God Jo^""? ^^ """" ^""^^^^' ^^^ ^^ no ti"^«' 

Ml* Hickman have been better liked- and 
% mv ; """J^ ^^^"^ ^"-'^'^^ ^'^^ ^- Daughter 

f he prTaifinPs' f ^7k "^'^^^ "^ ^^""^ ^'^^ dire^rted" by 
inc practiiings fonhe rccoverv nf tK-» r ^ . 

could I have been fure th!r [r^^ ^^f Long-forgottensf 

bef(^e 
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before they bad come together. But thei^e*s no trufting 
to a Widow wbofe goods and chatcds are id her own 
hands, addreflTcd by an Old Bachelor, who has fine 
things, and offers to leave her Ten thou/and Pounds 
better chan he found her, and fole roiftrels befides, of 
all her NotMes ! for thcfe, as you will fee by-and-by^ 
are his propofals. 

The old Triton's addrefs carries the writer's marks 
upon the very Superfcription— To the equally amiablfy 
and worthy admired [There's for you !] Mrs* Anna- 
BBLLA Howe, Widow \ the laft word added, I fup-^ 

Jiofci as E/quire to a man, as a word of honour \ or 
or fear the Bella to j^nna^ fhould not enough diftinguifh 
the pcrfon meant from the Spinfter [Vain huffy you'll 
call me, I know :] And then follows : — Thefe humbly 
frefent. — Put down as as a meroorandum^i I prefumc, 
to make a leg, and behave handfomely at prefeDting^ 
it ; he intending very {)robably to deliver it hiaifelf. 

And noW'ftand by — ^Tq fee 

Enter Old Neptune. 

His head adorned with Sea-weed, and a crown qT 
Cockle-ihells ^ as we fee him decked out ia Mr9*^ 
Robenfoa's ridiculous Grotto. 

. Madam ^ Monday^ May 15^. 

T Did make a fort of refolution. ten jrears ago, nev«r 
* to marry. I faw in other families, where they U- 
yftibeft^ you will be pleafed to mark, Thar, queer neffes I 
could not away whh. Then, likod well enough to^ 
live iingle for the fake of- my bpother's family ; and 
for on« child in it more than the reft. But that girl 
has turned us all off the hinges ; And why I fhould 
deny royfelf any comforts for them as will xu)t thank 
ne for fo doings I don't know. 

So much for my motives, as from Self and Family; 
Bat the dear Mrs. Howe makes me go furthc!:. 
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I have a very great Fortune, I blefs God for it, all 
of my own getting, or molt oF it i you will be pleafed 
to mark That ; tor I was the youngeft Brother of 
three. You have alfo, God be thanked, a great 
Eftate, which you have improved by your own fru- 
gality and wife management. Frugality, let me ftop 
to fay, is one of the greateft virtuea in this mortal 
life, becaufe it enables ns to do juftice to aiif and puts 
k in our power to benefit y^^ by it, as we fee they 
dgjirve. 

Tou have but one child ; and I am a Bachelor, 
and have never a one.^Ali Bachebrs cannot fay fo : 
Wherefore your Daughter may be the better for me, 
if ihe will keep op with my humour ; which was 
never thought bad : Efpecialiy to my Equals. Ser- 
vants, indeed, I don't matter being angry with, when 
I pleafe : They are paid for bearing it, and too-too 
often deferve it ; as we have frequently taken notice 
of to one another. And moreover, if we keep not 
fervants at diftance, they will be familiar. I always 
made it a rule to fiod faulty whether reafonably or not, 
that fo I might have no reafon to find fault. Youog 
Women and fervants in general (as worthy Mr. Solmes 
obferves) are better governed by Fear than Love. Bat 
this my humour as to fervants, wtU not afied either 
You or Mifs, you know« 

I will make very advantageous Settlements ; foch 
as any common friend (hall judge to be fo. But muft ' 
have all in my own power, while I live : Becaufe, 
you know, Madam, it is as creditable to the wife, as 
to the hufband, that it fhould be fo. 

I am not at fine words. We are not children \ . 
tho' it is hoped we may have fome ; for I am a very 
healthy found man. I blefs God for it : And never 
brought home from my Voyages and Travels a worfer 
conftitution than I took out with me. I was none of 
^^^^9 I will afiure you. But this I will undertake, 

that 
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that if you arc the funrWor, you fhall be at the haft 
Ten thoufacd pounds the better for me : What, ia 
the contrary cafe, I fhall be the better for you, I 
leave to you, as you fhall think my kindnefs to you 
fhall deferTC. 

' But one thing. Madam, I fhould be glad of, that 
Mifs Howe might not live with us then [She need not 
know I write thus^ — But go home to Mr. Hickman, 
as fhe is upon the point of marriage, I hear : And if 
fhe behaves dutifully, as fhe fhould do, to us both, 
fhe fhall be the better \ for fo I faid before. 

You fhall manage all things, both mine and your 
own } for I know but litde of Land-matters. All my 
oppofitton to you fhall be out of Love, when I think 
you take too much upon you for your health. 
• It will be very pretty for you, I fhould think, to 
have a man of experience, in a long Winter's Even- 
ing, to -fit down by you, and tell you Stories of Fo- 
reign Parts, and the Cufloms of the Nations he has 
conforted with. And I have fine Curiofities of the 
Indian growth, fuch as Ladies love, and fome that 
even my Niece Clary, when fhe was good, never 
faw. Thefe, one by one, as you are kind to me 
(which I make no queflion of, becaufe I (hall be kind 
to you) fhall all be yours.^— Prettier entertainment 
by much, than fitting with a toojmartijh Daughter, 
fometimes out of humour, and thwarting, and vexing, 
as Daughters will (when women-grown efpecialiy, 
as I have heard you often obferve) \ and thinking 
.their parents old, without paying them the reverence 
due to years \ when, as in your cafe, I make no fort 
of doubt, they are young enough to wipe their nofes. 
You underfbind me. Madam. 

As for me myfelf, it will be very happy, and I am 
delighted with the thinking of it, to have, after a 
pleafant Ride> or fo, a Lady of like experience with 
myfelf, to come home to, and but one Interefl be*^ 
twixt us : To rcckou up our coming^s-ia vo^vVl^^x 
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sad what this day and rhis vcck has produced :— 
O h-MT this will iacreafe Love ! — Moil cnighdty will 
h immcait it i— Aod I bdicvc I flioatd never love Toa 



joa 
•aougbf ot be a'Dls fj fhew you alS my Love. 

I hope. Mad im, tticre need noc be ibch maiden- 
mccties and hao^ogt aflT, as I may call them, be- 
tweco Mi (for haogiog-off take) as that yoa will deny 
■le % liae or t#o to this proposal, writteo down, 
altbo' you would not aofwer me To readily when I. 
Ipoite to yoo ^ yoar Diughcer being, I luppore, hard 
hj ; for you looked round you, as if not mlliog to 
be overhfaitL So I relblved to write : That my 
writing may ftand as upon record, for my upright 
Bieaaios{ ; being none oi your Lovelaces \ you will 
mark Tha;, MaJam \ but a dow.iright. true, honeft, 
faithful Engliihmao. So hope you will not dildaia 
to write a line or two to this my propofik : . Ajad I 
fliali look upon it as a grear honour, I-wiirafliire 
jou, and bt proud thereof. — What can I fay more I 
——For you are yoar awn miftrclSi as I am my own 
mafter : And you (hill always be your own miilrefs, 
be pleafed ro markXhac; for fo a Lady of your pru- 
dence and experience ought to be. 

Thisis -1 long Letter. But the fubjeA requires it ; 
becaoie I would not write /uire^ where once would 
do ; So would explain my feole and meaning at one 
time. 

I have had writing in my head» tmio ^hole mcnihs • 
very near ; buc hardly knew how (being unpraAilcdin 
theie matters) to begin to write. Aod now. good Lady^ ■ 
be favourable to 

Touf mcft humble Loveti 
and obedient Servant j 

Ant. Harlowe, 

Here's a Letter of 0)urtfhip, my dear ! — And let 
me fubjoio to it, that if now, or hereafter, I (houkl 
freat this hidccus Lovcr^ who is fo free with me to 

my 



Let. 3 1 . Clariffa Harlo wc. 1 6 1 

my Mother, with afperity, aod you flionld be dif- 
gufted at it ; I (hall think you don't give me that pie- 
fereoce in your Love, which you have in mine.. 

Aod now. Which (hall I firft give you ; the anfwer 
of my good Mamma ; or, the dialogue that paiTed 
between the widow Mother, and the pert Daughter^ 
upon her letting the Utter know that (he had a Love— 
letter ? 

I tlnnk you (hall have the dialogue. But let me 
premife one thing ; that if you tSink me too free» 
you muft not let it run in your head, that I am wri- 
ting of your Uncle, or of my Mother ; but of a couple 
of old Lovers, no matter wjiom. Reverence is too 
apt to be forgotten by children, where the Revereudt 
.mv%ti firft what beloi^ to their own chara^jifs. A 
ff'ove- remarki and therefore at ymir 6»rice, my^ 
dear. 

Well then, fuppofe my Maflaoia (aCte^ twice cp* 
miog in to my dofet to me, and as often going out,wifb 
very meaoiog features, and lips ready to }^xA open, 
but fttU clofed, as if by compuUion, a fpeedi going 
off in a flight cough» that never weat near the lungs]? 
grown more refolute the third tiaae of entrance, and 
mtin^ down b^ ine, thus begin. 

Mother. I have a very ferious matter to talk wHb 
you iipQO, Nancy, when you are difpofed to attend to 
matters within ourfelves, and not let matters loithout 
ourfelves wholly engrofs you. 

A good felve^jb fpeech ?-^But I thought that 
Friendship, Gratitude, and Humanity, were matters 
that ought to be deemed of the niofl intimate concern* 
to us. But not to dwell upon words: 

Daughter, I am now difpofed fo attend to every- 
thing CDV Mamma is difpofed co fay to me. 

M, Why then, chid — Why then, my dcai— 
^ And the good Lady's face looked y& plump,y^ fmooth, 
^dAJq Ihining !J-=-I Jcc you are a\\?iU^iv\oti^^i^vN'^H^ 
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—But don'c be furprifed 1 — Don*t be uneafy !— But 
I have — I have — Where is it ? — [And yet it lay next 
her heart, never another near it — So no difficulty to 
have found it] — I have a Letter^ my dear ! — [And out 
from her bofom it came : But (he ftill held it in her 
hand] — I have a Letter^ child« — It is — It is — It is from^ 
—from a Gentleman^ I aflure you !r-Cliftiog up her 
heady and fmiling.] 

■. There is no delight to a Daughter, thought I, I'a 
fuch furprizei as feem to be coUeQing. I will deprive. 
my Mother of the. fatisf aAion of making a gradual 
difcovery. 

^ D. From Mr. Antony Harlowe^ I fuppofe, Ma*^ 
dam ? 

. M,. [Lips dravrn clofer: Eye raifed] Why^ my- 
dear !^I cannot but own — ^But how. I wonder, could^ 
you think of Mr. Antony Harlowe ? 
.Dr How, Madam, could I think of any-body 

M. How could you think of any body e\fe ! — ^ 
[angrily, and drawing back her face]. But do you 
know the fubjcft, Nancy ? 

D. You have told it, Madam, by your manner of- 
breaking it to me. But, indeed, I queftioned Tio% 
that he had two motives in his vilits here — Both 
equally agreeable to me \ for all that family love me* 
dearly. 

M. No Love loft, if fo, between you and them. 
But this [/2//«g] is what I get — So like your Papa ! — 
I never could open my heart to him! 

D. Dear Madam, ezcufe me. Be fo good as ta 
Qpen your heart to me, — I don't love the Harlowes^'-^ 
But pray eaculeme. 

. M. You have put me quite out with your forward 
temper ! [Angrily fitting down again]. 

Z). I will be all patience and attention. May I be 
allowed to read bis Letter \ 

JH. I wanted to a^vifc with you upon it.-<-But you 
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arc fuch a flfrangc creature ! — ^You arc alirays for aa- 
fweriog one before one fpeaks ! 

D. You*ll be fo good as to forgive mc, Madam. — 
But I thought every-body (he among the reft) knew^ 
that you had always declared againft a Second Mar- 
riage. 

M. And fo I have. But then it was m the mind I 
ivas in. Things may offer— 

I ftarcd. 

M. Nay, don't be furprifedi — ^I don^t intend— I 
don*t intend— 

Z>. Not, perhaps, in the mind you ore iny Madam. 

M. Pert creature ! [Rifing again] — We Ihall quar- 
rel, I fee ? — There's no — 

D. Once more, dear Madam, I beg yonr excufe* 
I will attend in filence — Pray, Madam, fit dowo^ 
again — Pray do [She fat down]. — May I fee the 
letter ? 

No ; there are fome things in it, you won't like, — 
Tour temper is known, I find, to be unhappy. But 
nothing had againfi you ; intimations, on the contrary, 
that yott ihall be the better for him, if you oblige 
him. 

Not a living foul but the Harlowes, I faid, thought 
life ill-lempered : And I was contented that they 
ibould, who could do as they had done by the mo(l 
univerfally acknowledged Sweetnefs in the world. 

Here we broke out a little \ but at lafi, fhe read 
me fome of the pafiages in the Letter. But not the 
moft mightily ridiculous ; yet I could hardly keep my 
countenance neither, efpecially when (he came to that 
pafiage which mentions hb found health \ and at which 
ihe ftopt ; fhe befi knew why — But ibon refuming; 

M* Well now, Nancy,, tell me what you think o£ 

ir- 

p. Nay^ pray. Madam, tell me what ym think of 
M. I cipcA to be anfwcccd b^ au £wQ&w^t v ^^"^ 
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by a Qaeftton! — You don't ti/b to be fo thy to fp^ak 
your mind. 

/>• Not when my Mamma commands me to do fb.- 

ilf . TKen fpeak it now. 

/>• Without heariog the whole of the Letter ? 

M. Speak to what you have heard. 

D. Wiiy then, Madam — You woa*t he my Mamma? 
HowB, if you gwe way to it. 

M, I am furprifed at your afTurance, Naacy -' 

Z>. I meaoy Madam^ yoi;^ «iii then be n^y Mammst 
Harlowe. 

At. O dear heart ! — But I am not a £aoL 

And her colour weiic and came. . 

D. Dear Madam [But, indeed, I don^t love a H91V 
lowe — that's what I naeantl I am your child^ and snu/t 
be your child, do what you will. 

M. A very pert one» I am lure, as ever Mocher 
bore ! And 7011 mufl be my Child, do what I wJii /— ^. 
. As much as to fay, you would not, if you could help 
it, if I- 

Z>. How could I have fuch a thought ! — It would 
fK/orwar4t mdccd, if I had— when I don't kaow 
what your mind is as to the propofal :— Whea the. 
propofal is 1*0 very adventageous a one too* 

M. [looking a liitle left difcompofed] Why, indecsl^. 
Tea thoufand pounds — 

D. And to be lure of outliviog him. Madam ! 

This ftagq^red her a littic. 

M. Sure I — Nobody can be fure — But it is very? 
likely,, that — 

Di Not at all, Madam. Yon was going to read 
fomething (but (tupt) about &is ConiVitUfion : His So- 
briety is well known. — Why, Madam, ihefe gentle-^ 
men who have ufed the Swa, and been in ditferent 
Clinnates, and come home to relax from cares in a 
temperate one, aod arc lober^^are the likeiieft to live 
long of any men in the world. Don't you fee, that 
JiJs very Skin is a Fortificatloo^^ot Buff I 
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M. Strange treature ! 

D. God forbid, that any-body I love and honour^ 
*fli<)uld marry a man in hopes to Imry him. — But fup- 
^ofe^ Madam, at your time of life — 

M. My time of life ! — Dear heart i — What is my 
time of life, pray I 

D. Not old, Madaib ; and that you are not^ may 
.be your danger I 

As I hope to live (my dear) my Mother fmiled^ and 
itooked not dffpleafed with me. 

M. Why, indeed, chiW,— Why, indeed, I mnft 
Deeds fay — And then I fhould chbofe to do nothing 
^(frbwa^d as you are fometimes) to hxxrt you. 

Du Why, as to that, Madam» I can't expeA that 
you ihould deprive yourfdf of any fatlifaftion— 

M, SatisfaBiony my dear I — I don't fay, it would 
ht a Satisfadlion — But could I do any-thing that 
woald benefit you^ it Would perhaps be an inducement 
'to hold me conference upon the lubje£i« 

D. My l>'ortune already will be more confidcrable 
than thy Match, if I am to have Mr. Hickihan. 

M. Why fo .'-^Mr. Hickman has Fortune enough to 
•entitle him to yours. 

D, liysu think fo, that's enough. 

M. Not but I (hduld think the worfe of myfelf* 
if I defircd any-body's death 4 but I think, as you fay, 
Mr. Antony Harlowe is a healthy man, and bids fair 
for a long life. 

BIcfs me, thought I, how (hall I do to know whe« 
tfaer this be an Objection or a Recommendation ! 

D. Will you foigive me. Madam ? 

M. What would the girl fay ? [Looking as if fhc 
was half-afraid to hear what.] 

D. Only, that if you marry a man of his time of 
life, you ftand two chances inftead of one, to be a 
Nurfe %tyour time of life, 

M, Saucebox ! 

-D. JDcar Madam !— What I mean vi ^^1^ ^^^ 
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ihefe healthy old men fometiinet fall into lingering dii^ 
orders all tt once. And I humbly conceive, that the 
Infirmities of age are uoeafily borne with, where the 
remembrance of the pleafanter feafon comes not in to 
relieve the healthier of the twa 

M. A ftrange girl I — Yet his healthy conftiturion 
«n objeAion juft now !-*-Bat I always told yon, that 
you know either too much to be argued withj or tod 
little for me to have patience with you. 

D. I can't but fay, I (hould be glad of your com^- 
nandii, Madam, how to behave myfelf to Mr. Antony 
Harlowe next time he comes. 

M. How to behave yourfclf ! — Why, if you retire 
with contempt of him« when he next comes, it wSl 
be but as you have been ufed to do of late. 

<0. Then he #/ to come again. Madam i 

M. And fuppofe he be ? - * • 

Z>. I caQ*c help it, if it be jrour pleafore, Madam. 
He defires a line in anfwer to bis fine Letter. If he 
come, it will be in purfuance of that line, I prefume ? 

M, None of your arch and pert leers, girl ! — You 
know I won't bear tbem. I had a miad to hear, what 
you would fay to this matter. I have not written $ 
but I fliall prefently. 

D, It is mighty good of you, Madam (I hope the 
nan will think to) to anfwer his firft application by 
Letter. — Pity hejbouid write twice, if once will do* 

M, That fetch won't let you into my intention, as 
to what I fh&ll write. It is too faucily put. 

D. Perhaps I can guefs at your intention. Madam, 
were it to become me fo to do. 

M. Perhaps I would not make a Mr. Hickman of 
any man ; ulJng him the worfe for refpefting me. 

D, Nor, perhaps, would I, Madam, if I liked his 
refpefis, 

M, I undcrftand you. But, perhaps, it is in your 
power to make me hearken, or not, to Mr. Harlowe. 

D 
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D. TouDg men, who have probably a' great xlesd 
of time before themy need not be id hafte for a wife. 
IMr. Hickmao, poor man ! muft ftay his time, or take 
his remedy* 

M. He bears more from you» than a man ought. 

D. TheD» I doubcy he gives a reafon for the treat- 
xnent he meeu with. 

M. Provoking creature ! 

D. I have but one ^equeft to -make to youj 
Madam* 

M. A dutiful one, I fuppofe. What is it, pray I 
'D. That if you marryi -/ may be permitted to iive 
iiogle. 

J^. Fcrverfe creature, I'm fure 1 

jD. How can I expeft, Madam, that you fhould 
tef ufe fuch terms ? t^n thou/and pounds I — At the kqft 
«en thoufand pounds ! — A very handfome propofal I 
— So mzujjine things too, to give you one by on$ /*7- 
I>eareft Madam, forgive me l-^I hope it is not yet fo 
^r gone, that rallying this man will be thought want 
of duty to you. 

M. Your raUying of him^ and your reverence to 
me^ it is plain, have one fource« 

/>. I hope not, Madam. But Ten thoufand 
pounds — 

M. Is DO unhandfome propofuL 

A Indeed I think fo. I hope. Madam, you will 
not be behind*hand with him ingenerofity. 

M. He won't be Ten thoufand pounds the better 
for me, if he furvive me« 

D. No, Madam % he can't expe£l that, as you have 
a daughter, and as he is a hacheior and has not a chiidl 
—Poor Old Soul I 

M. ^Id Soul, Nancy ! — And thus to call him for 
being a bachelor, and not having a child Fr—Does this 
become you ? 

D. Not Old Scul for that. Madam.— But half the 
fum \ Five thoufand pounds | you caa'i tti^^ ^^^ 
iefs, Mada/zi. lA^. 
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M. That Sum has your appmbatioQ then ? [Look- 
ing as if ihe'd be even with meO 

D. As he leaves ic to your generofity, MadUm, to 
reward his kindnefs to you, it carCt be lefs. — Do, 
dear Madam, permit me, without incurring your dif- 
pleafure, to call him poor <Jd Soul again. 

M, Never was fuch a whimfical creature f — Turn- 
ing away to hide her involuntary fmiie £for I believe 
I looked very archly \ at leaft I intended to do f62 — 
I hate that wicked fly look. You give yourfelf very 
free airs — Don't you r 

D. I fnatchcd her hand, and kiflTed it-— My dear 
Mamma, be not angry with your girl ! — ^You have 
told rae, that you was very lively formerly. 

M. Formerly I Gook lack ! — But were I to eocon- 
rage his propoTals, you may be Aire, that for Mr. 
Hickman's fake, as well as yours, I fliould make a 
wife agreement. 

D. You have both lived to years of prudence^ 
Madam. 

M. Yes, I fuppofe I am an Old Soul too. 

D. He alfo is for making a ibife agreementf or hint- 
ing at one, at leaH^. 

M. Well, the fliort and the long, I fuppofe, is this: 
I have not your confent to marry. 

D, Indeed, Madam, you have hot my vnjbes to 
marry. 

M. Let me tell you, that if prudence confifts in 
wiihing well to one's-Jelf, I fee not but the Toufig Flirts 
arc as prudent as the Old Souls. 

£>. Dear Madam, Would |||a bl&me me, if to wifh 
you not to marry Mr. Antony^arlowe, is to wifli well 
to my/elf ? 

M. You are nxighty witty.. I wiQi you were as du- 
tiful. 

D. I am more dutiful,-. I hope, than witty ^ or I 
ihould be a Fool, as well as a Saucebox. 
^h Let me judge of both. — Parents are -only to 

live 
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live for their Children, let them deferve it or not. 
That's their dutiful notion ! 

D. Heaven forbid that I (hould wifh, if there be 
Twa interefls between my Mother and me, that my 
Mother poftpohe her own for ihioe ! or give up any 
thing that would* add to the real comforts of her life, 
to oblige me ! — Tell me, my dear Mamma, if you 
think the cloiing with this propofal nvill ^ 

M, I fay. That ten thoufand pourtds is fuch an ac- 
quifition to one's family, that the offer of it defcrvcs a 
civil return. 

D. Not the OJfer^ Madam: The Chance only !— 
lf\ndt&i\ you have a view to an increafc of family, the 
money may provide — 

M. You can't keep within tolerable bounds! — 
That faucy fleer I cannot away with — 

D, Deareft, deareft Madam, forgive me ; but Old 
Soul ran in my head again ! — Nay, indeed and upon 
my word, I will not be robbed of that charming fmile ! 
And again I kifTcd her hand. ^ 

ifcf. Away, bold creature! Noihipg can be fo pro- 
voking as to be made to fmile when one would choofe^ 
and ought ^ to be angry. 

D, But, dear Madam, if it be- to he^ I prefume you 
won't think of it before next luinter, 

M. What now would the pert one be at ? 

D. Becaufe he only propofes to entertain you with 
pretty Stories of Foreign Nations in a Winier^s Even- 
ing. -Deareft, deareft Madam, let me have the read- 
ing of this Letter through^ I will forgive, him all he 
fays about me^ ' 

M, It may be a very diflficult thing, perhaps, for a 
man of the beft fenfe to write a Love letter, that may 
not be cavilled at. - 

Z>. That's becaufe Lovers in their' Letters hit not 
the medium. They either write too much nonftnfe, 
or too little. But do you call this Odd Soul's letter 

Vol. IV. I \^^ 
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[No more will I call him Oid Soul« if I can help it} 
jsi Love leticr ? ♦ 

Ai. Well, well| I fee you are averfe to this matter. 
I am not to be your Mother ; you will live fiogle, if 
J marry. I had a mind to fee if generofity governed 
you in your views* I (hallpurfue my own incliDations,; 
and if thy (hould happen to be fuitable to yours, 
pray let me for the future be better rewarded by 701U 
than hitherto I have been. 

' And away (he jBung, without (laying for a reply.—- 
Vexed, I dare fay, that I did not better approve of 
the prqpofai — Werctit only that the merit of denying' 
might bave been all Jier own, and to lay the ftronger 
obligation upon her fancy Daughter. 

She wrote fuch ^.fvi40W'/iie refufal when (he went 
from me, as might not exclude hope in any othfir 
wooer ; whatever it .jtnay do in Mr. Tony Harlc^wc 

It will be my part totals care to beat her. off the 
viQt fhe half promifes to make him (as you will lee in 
ber Aofwer) upon condition that he wittidj^aw his fuit* 
For u ho kQpws what effect the old bachelor's exotics 
\Far-fetched and dear bought ^ you know, is a proverb^ 
might otht^rwife have upon a woman's mind, wanting 
nothing but Unoeccflaiies, Gewgaw, and Fmeries^ 
and offered fuch as are not eafily to be met with^ or 
purchafed ? 

Well, but now I give you leave to read here, in this 
place, the copy of roy Mother's Anlwcr to your 
Uncle's Letter. Not one comment will I make' upon 
It. I know my duty better. And here therefore, 
taking the liberty to hope, that I may, in your pre- 
fent lefs difagreeabie, tho' not wholly agreeable fiiua- 
^tion, provoke a fmile from yoo, I conclude myfelfj 

'^Qur ever-affcUionate and faithful 

AmnaHomte. 

Mrt 
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,A/r/. An NABBL L A How By 7p Antony 

H A R L o W E» E/j*y 

Mr, Antot^ HarUwe^ 

Sir, Friday^ May ly, 

TT is not ufualy I believe, fbr our Sex to anfwer by 

'*' pen and ink the firft Letter on thefe occafions. 

Tbc^i^ Letter ! How odd is that 1 As if I expe^ed 

another; which I do not. But then, I think, as 1 do 

not judge proper to encourage your propofal^ there is 

no reafon why I (hould not aiifwrer in civility where fo 

rgreat a civility is intended. Indeed, I was always of 

opinion, that a perfon was intided to That, and not 

^o ill-ufage, becaufe he had a refpedt for me. And 

fo I have often and often told my Daughter. 

A woman I think makes but a poor figure in a man's 
-eye afterwards^ and does no reputation to her Sex nei- 
ther, when Out behaves like a tyrant to him beforchTand. 

To be fure, Sir, if I were to change my condition, I 
know DOt a gemleman whofe propofai could be more 
agreeable. Your Nephew and youi Nieces have enough 
without you : My Daughter is a line fortune without 
me, and I (hould take care to double it, living or dy- 
ing, were I do iuch a thing : So nobody need to be 
the worfe for it* But Nancy v^ouid not think io. 

All the comfort I know of in children, is, that 
when young they do wiih us what they will^ and all 
is pretcy in them to their very taulis % and when they 
are grown up, ihey think their Parents mui^ live tor 
them only \ and deny themlelves every thing for their 
fakes. I know Nancy could not bear a father-in- 
law. She would fly at the very ihoughr of my being 
io earceft to give her one. Not that I ftand in fear 
of my Daughter neither. It is not fit I ihouid. Buc 
fht has her poor Papa's ipirit. A very violent one 

I 2 that 
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that was. And one would not choofc, you know, Sir, 
to enter into any affair, that, one knows, one inuft 
renounce a Daughter for, or Ihe a Mother — Except 
indeed one*s hean were much in it \ which, I blefs God, 
nine is nor. 

I have now been a widow thefe'ten years; nobody to 
controul me : ' And I am faid not to bear contrdul: So, 
Sir, you and I are beft as we are, I believe : Nay^ I 

. am fure of it : For we want not what either has ; ha- 
ying both more than we know what to do with.- And 
I know I could not be in the leaft* accountable for any 
of my ways. 

My Daughter indeed, tho*^e is a fine girl, as girls 

•.go [She has too jnuch ietife indeed for one of her Sex^ 
and knows (he has it] is more a check to me than one 

• would wifli a daughter to be : For^vho would choofe 
to be always fnapping at each other ? But fhe will 
foon be married ; and then, not living together, we 
fhall only cotne together when we a^-e pleafed, and 

. ilay away when wc are not ; and fo, like other Lo« 
vers, never fve anything but the befl (ides of each 
other. 
.1 own, for all this, that I love her dearly ; and ihe 

•me, I dare lay : So vvould not wifh to provoke her to 
do otherwifc. Befides, the girl is fo much regarded 
every where, that having lived fo much of my prime 
a widow, I would not lay myfdf open to her cenfures, 
or even to her indifference, you know. 

Your generous propofal rcquhcs all this explicitnefs. 
I thank you for your good opinion of me. When I 
know )ou acquieice with This my civil rcfuial [And 
indeed, Sir, I am as much in earneft in it, as if I had 

•fpokcn broader] 1 don't know but Nancy and I may, 
vith your perntiflion, come to fee your fine things ; 
for I am a great admirer of Rarities that come from 
abroad. 

So, Sir, let us only convcrfe occaiionally as we 
^ccx, as we ufcd to do, wiihoui any other view to 

each 
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each other, than good wifhes : Which I hope m^y not 
be lefleaed for this decliaiog. And then I ^all always 
think myfelf 

Tour obliged Servant, 

Annabella Howe. 

/^. Si. I fent word by Mrs. Lorimer, tliat I would . 
write an Anfwer : But would take time for con-^; 
fideration. So hope, Sir, you won't think it a 
flight, I did.noc write Tooner. 

, LETTER XXXII. 
Mr. Lovelace, To John Belford, E/qi 

Sunday, May 21. 

AM too much difturbcd in m/ mind, to think of 
•' any thing but revenge j or I did intend to give thee 
an account of Mifs Harlowc*$ obfervations on the Play. 
Mifs Harlvwe^, I fay. Thou knoweft that I hate* the 
name oi Harlowe \ and I am exceedingly out of hu- "' 
mour with her, and with her fancy friend. 

What's the ihattcr noTt/, thou'lt afk ? 

l^atter enough ; for while we were at the Ptay, Dor- : 
cas« who.had her orders, and a key 10 her Lady's cham- 
ber, as well as a maAer-key to her drawers and maho* 
gory cheft, clofet-key and all, found means to come 
at fome of Mifs's Howe's laft-wruten Letters. The vi- 
gilent wench was direfted to them by feeing her Lady 
take a Letter out of her ftays, and put it to the other?, . 
before fhe went out with me — Afraid, as the women 
upbraidlngly tell me, that I ihould Bnd it there, 

Dorcas no fooner found them, than (lie aflembled 
three ready writers of the Non apparents • and Sally^ 
and Jbe, and they employed thcmfelves with ihe ut- 
nioft diligence, in making ExtraiSls, according to 
form<:r directions, from thefe curfed Letters^ £oc tsx"^ 

I 3 ' \&^% 
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ufe. Curfii^ I may well call them-*Sach abufcs \ 
Such ▼irulence I — O this little fory Mifs Howe !^» 
Well might her faucy friend (who has beeo , equally^ 
free with me, or the occafioo could not have beeo 
gtveo) be fo violent as (he lately was, at my endea- 
▼onring to come at one of thefe Letters. 

I was furcy. that this Fair-one^ at ib early an agr, 
with a Conditutioo ^ firm^ Health fo blooming^ 
Eyes fo fparkiing^ Expeftations therefore fo fa'vely^ 
and Hope fo predominating^ could not be abfolutely, 
and from her own vigilance, fo guai^ded, and lo* ap* 
prchenfive, as I have found her to be. 

Sparkling ^jt%^ J^ck^ wht^n the poetical tribe have 
faid all.th/ey can for them,, are an infallible .fign of a 
Rogocy or room for a Rogue, in the heart. 

Thou may'ft go on wuh thy Preachments, and 
Lord M.with his wifciom of Nations, I am now more 
aflured of her than ever. And now my Revenge is^ 
up, and joined with my Love, all refinance muft fall 
before it. And moft folemnly do I fwear^ that Mifs^ 
Howe (hall come in for her fnack* 

Ai}d here, jufl now, is another Letter brought from 
the fame littlie virulent devil. I hope to procure 
Tranfcripts from that too, very fpeedily, if it be put 
to the reft ; for the faucy Fair-one is refolved to go to 
Church this morning \ not fo much from a fpirit o£ 
Devotion, I have, reaion to think^ as to try whether 
ihe can go out without check, concroul, or my at- 
tendance. 

# * * ♦ 
• * 

I HAVE been denied breakfa (ling with her. In-^ 
deed fhc was a little difpleafed with me lad. night ; 
becaufe, on our return frOm the Flay. I obliged her 
to pafs the reft of the night with the women and me». 
in their parlour, and to ftay till near One. She told 
meiipartingf that (he expeAed to have the whole 
next day to herfelf. I had not read the eztrads then; 
fo was all aftcAionatc, refpeA, awe, and diftancc ; for 
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Ifaadrefolved to begin a new courfe^ and, if pofllble, 
CO bani(h all jealouiy and fufpicion from .her heart : 
And yet I had no reafon to be much troubled at her 
paft fufpicions i fince^ if a woman will continue 
trith a man whom (he fufpeAs, when (he can get 
from him, or thinks fhe can, I am fure it is a very 
hopeful fign. 

She is gone. Slipt down before I was aware. 
She had ordered a chair, oa purpofe to exclude my 
.perfonal attendance. But Ihad taken proper precau- 
tions. Will, attended her by confent; Peter, the 
boufe-fervant, war within WiU*scall« 

I had, by. Dorcas,- reprtfented her danger from 
Singleton, in order to difluade her from going at all, 
vnlefs fhe allowed me to attend her ; but I was an* 
fwered, with her ufual fancy fmartnefs, That'if there 
were no caufe of fear of being met with at the Play- 
hottfe, when there were but two Playhoufies, furely 
tbert was lefs* at Church, when there were fo many 
Churches.* The chairmen were ordered to carry hcf 
to Sk James^ Church. 

But (he would not be fo carelefs of obliging me, if 
(be knew what I have already come at, tind how the 
women urge me on ; for they are continually coih- 
plaining of the reflraint they tic under, in their be- 
haviour ; in their attendance ; neglecting ail their 
cencerns in the front -houfe i and keeping this elegant 
bMck-one entirely free frcm company, that Ihe may have 
no fufpicion of them. Tncy doubt^ not my gene- 
roiity, they fay : But 'why for my own fake, in Lord 
M's ftyle, Jhould I make fo- hng a harvcji of fo little 
corn ? 

Women, ye reafon well. I think I will begin my 
operations the moment (he comes in« 
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crafr, all going forward i I Oiall not be able to fee this 
^i/s Hartoive with pAticnce. Aff the Nymphs below 
afk, fo do I, Why is night necefiary ? And Sally and 
Pally upbraid ingly remind me of my firft attempts up- 
on ihemfclvcs. YttjTorce anfwerj not my end — -And 
yet it may, if there be truth io that part of the Liber- 
tine's Creed, That once fubdued^ is always fuhdued ! And 

what woman anfwers ajlrmatively to the queAion i 

# * #^» 

She is returned: Put refufes to admit me; and in- 
£{ls upon having the day to herfdf. Dorcas*teUs me, 
that ihe believes her denial is from motives of Piety— 
Oons, Jack, is there Impiety in feeing me !— -*Woaid 
it not be the highed A(St of Fiery, to reclaim me ? 
And is this to be done by her refusing to fee me^ when 
fhe is in a devouter frame than ufuali^-But I hate her, 
hate her heartily! She is old, ugly, and deformedr-^ 
But O the blafphemy! Yet (he is an Harlowe: Andl 
do and can hate her for that. 

But fince I muft not fee her [She will be miftrefs of 
hci own wili, and of her time^ truly!] let me fill up 
f7?/ time, by telling thee what I have come at. 

The firft Letter the Women met with, is d.ued A- 
pril 27 (fl). Where can fhe have put the preceding 
ones I — It meniious Mr. Hickman as a bufy fellow be- 
tween them. Hickman hrid beft take care of himfelf. 
She fays in it, I hope you have no caufe to repent return- 
ing my N orris — // is- forthcoming on demand. Now, 
what the devil can this mean i — Her Norris forthco- 
ming on demand ! — The devil take me, if I am out' 
Norris'dl — If iuch inn(^cenis can allow themfelves to 
plot (to Norris) well may I. 

She is iorry, that her Hannah can't be nvith her~^ 

And what if fhe could ? — What could Hannah do for 

her m/uch a hoiije as this F 

The 
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The tvomen in the houfe are to he found but in one break" 
fajitng. The women arc enraged at both ihc corrc- 
(pondents for this ; and more than ever make a point 
of my fubduing her. I had a good mind to give Mifs 
Howe to them in full property* Say but the word. 
Jack) and it (hall be done. 

She is glad that Mifs Harlowe had thoughts of taking 
me at my *word. She wondered I did not offer again, 
Advifes her, if I don't foon, not tojiay with me. Cau- 
tions her to keep me at dijiance \ not tc permit the leaji 
familiarity — See, Jack! See, Beiford! — Exa<5tly as I 
thought! — Her vigilence all owing to a cool friend, 
who can fit down quijLtly, and give that advice, which 
in her own cafe fhe could not take. What an encou- 
. ragement to me to proceed in my devices, when I 
have rcafon to think, iljat my Beloved's referves arc 
owing more to Mifs Howe*s cautions, than to her own 
inclinations! But it is my Inter eji to be honeji, Mifs 
Howe tells her — Interest, fools!— I thought thefe 
girls knew, that my Intcreji was ever fubfervient to my 
Pleafure. - 

What would I give ,to come at the Copies of the 
Letters to which ihofe of Mifs Howe are Anfwers I 

The next Letter is dated May 3 {a). In this the 
lictle Termagant expreiTes her aHonifhrnenr, that her 
Mother ftiould write to Mifs Harlowe, to forbid her 
to correfpond with her Daughter. Mr. Hickman, 
flie fays, is of opinion, thaijhe ought not to obey her 
Mother. How the creeping fellow trims between 
both ! I am afraid, that 1 mull punifh him, as well as 
this virago; and 1 have a icheme tumbling in my 
head, that wants but half an hour's mufing to bring 
into form, that will do my bulinefs upon both. I 
cannot bear, that the parencal auihority (houid be 
thus dcfpifed, thus trampled under foot — But obtervc 
the vixen, ^Tis well he \s of her opinion \ for Tjer Mo* 
tber having fet her upy JJje mvft have fomebody to quar* 

I 5 ■ tftV 
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rtl iwVift.— CoQld a Lovelace have allowed himfelf a 
greater Jiceace ? This girl's a deviliih Rake in her 
bearr. Had (he been a man, and one of us, fheM 
have outdone us all in Eocerprize and Spirit. 

She wants but very little farther provocation, (he fays, 
to fly privateiy to London. Andif Jhe does, fie will not 
leave her till Jhe fees her either honourably married, or 
quit of the wretch. Here, Jack, the tranfcr^Kr Sallf 
has added a prayer — ' For the Lord's fake, d^ar Afr^ 

* Lovelace, get this fury to London f'— Her face, I 
can tell thee. Jack, if we had her among us, ihould 
not be fo long deciding as her friend's. What a gant- 
lope would (he run, when I had done with her, a- 
mong a dozen of her own pitilefs Sex, whooi my 
Charmer (hall never fee! — But more of this anon« 

^r find by this Letter, that my fancy captive had 
been drawing the charaQers of every varlet of ye. 
Nor am I fpared in it more than you. ' The mctrCs a 
fool^ to he fure, my dear. Let me perilh, if they, 
either of them tind cnc one ! J filly fellow^ at leaft. 
Curfed contemptible ! — 1 fee not hut they are a fet of 
Infernaij -^There's for thee, Belford — and he the Beet' 
z^^tt^— There's for thee Lovelace! — And yet (he 
would have her friend marry a Beelzebub. — And what 
have any of us done (within the knowledge of MifsHar- 
lowe) that (he (hould give (uch an account of us, as- 
(hould excufe fo much abufe from Mifs HoweT — But 
the occafion that fhall warrant this abufe is to come! 
She blames her for not admitting Mifs Partington 
to her bed^WatchfiU as you are, what could have hap^ 
fened? — If violence were intended, he would not fie^ 
for the night. I am a(hamed to have this hinted to 
me by this virago. Sally writes upon this hint — 

* Scf, Sir, what is cxpefted from you. An hundred 

* and an hundred times have we told you of this.'^. 
And fo they have. But, to be fure^ the advice from 

them 
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them was not of half the efficacy as it will be fr9m 
Mifs Howe, — Tou might have fat up ^ter her^ or not 
gone to bed, proceeds (he* 

Buc can there be fuch apprehcnfions between thecDj 
yet the one advife her to ftay, and the other refolve 
to wait my imperial motion for marriage ? I am ghd 
I know that. 

She approves of my propofal of Mrs. Frctchville^ 
houfe. She puts her upon eiipcAing Settlements ; 
upon naming a Day : And concludes with infixing 
upon her writing, notwith (landing her Mother's pro- 
hibition "^ or bids her take the conjequtnce. Undutiful 
wretches ! How I long to vindicate againft them both^ 
thi^^iafulted parental chara^er I 

Thou wilt fay to thyfelf, by this time. And can 
this proud and infolent girl be the fame Mifs Howe^ 
who fighed for hone(l Sir George Colmar; and who> 
but for thb her beloved friend, would have followed 
*liim in all his broken fortunes, when he was obliged 
to quit the kingdom ? 

Yes, (he is the very fame. And I always found 
IQ others, as well as in myfelf, that a firft pa^oa. 
thoroughly fubdued, made the Conqueror of it a 
liovcr ; the Qonqucrcfs a Tyrant. 

Well, but now comes mincing in a Letter from 
one who has the honour of dear Mifs Howe^s commands 
(£i), to acquaint Mifs Harlowe, that Mifs Howe is 
exctfjively concerned for the concern fhe has given her* 

I have great temptations ^ on this occafion^ fays the 
pfime Gothamite, to exprefs my own refentments upon 
your prefent ftate. 

My own refentments ! And why did he not fall 

into ihh temptation ? — ^Why, truly, becaufe he' knew 
not what ihj^t State was which gave him fo tempting 
a fubje^t Only by a conjecture, and fo forth. 

He then dances in his ityle, as he does in his gaite ! 

(«} See Vol. In Lettei Ixx. 
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Attacked /5 ker inienfl : /»/> Letters are tz le ccme at 
hfurprije cr trkk — 

What tLinkcft thou of thb, Jack ? 

•Wj^ //©'o;^ ij aliirmel at m) attempt t: cemf at a 
Letter of hers. 

fVtre 1 to cone at the Inoiihdire of her freedzrn with 
^J character ^ fl,c fays. f,,i H 'mU be afraid to fllr cut 
^uhcitt a guard. I wouVd Adxuc \Vit nVtl^vi 'vO g,ti her 
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/ am at the head of a gang of wretches [Ther, Jacfc, 

and thy brother varliets, fhc owns fhe means] ivho 

join together to betray innocent creatures^ and tofupport 

one another in their villainies — What faycft thou to 

this, Beiford ! 

' She wonders riot at her melancholy reflexions for 
meeting me, for being forced upon me^ and tricked by 
me. — I hope, Jack, thou*U have done preaching after 
this ! 

But flic comforts her, that fhe will be both a IVarn^ 
ittg and Example to all her Sex, I hope the Sex Will 
thank me for this. 

The Nymphs had not time, they fay, to tranfcribc 
all that was worthy of my refcntmcnt in this Letter : 
So I muft find an opportuniry to come at it myfelf. 
Noble rant, they lay, it coniairis. — But I am a 7^- 
ducer^ and a hundred vile fellows, in ir. — j^nd the 
devil, it fccms, took poffeffton of my heart, and of the 
hearts of all her friends, in the fame dark hour, in or- 
der to provoke her to meet me. Again, 7here is a fate 
in her erxor^ flie fays — Why then fhould (he grieve ? — 
Adverfity is her fhining- time, and 1 can't tell what — 
Yet never to thank the man to whom (he owes the 
Jhine ! 

In the next Letter (a) Wicked as I am, fl:e fears I 
muft be her Lord and Mafter. 

I hope fo. 

She retraQs what fhe faid againfl me in her lad. — 
My behaviour to my Rofebud ; Mifs Harlowe to take 
pofleffion of Mrs. Frctchvillc's houfe 5 I to ftay at 
Mrs. Sinclair's ; the Stake I have in my Country ; my 
Reverfions 5 my Occonomy ; my Pcrfon ; my Addrefs 
[Something like in ^all ihis !] ; are brought in my fa- 
.vour, to induce her now not to leave me. How do I 
love to puzzle thefe long-Jighted g\\\s\ 

Yet my teazing ivays, it reen)S, are intolerable — 
Atc women only to tcafe, I trow? — The Sex may 

thank 

(«} 5rc letter xTii* 
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thiDk themftlves for teaching me to out-teaze tbem. 
So tae head(lrong Charles XII. of Sweden taught 
the Czar Peter to beat hicn, by contiauing a war with 
the Mufcovites agaioft the ancieot maximt of his 
kingdom. 

May eternal vengeance PURStxi the villain ^Thaiik 
heaven, ihe does not fay overtake'^ if he give room to 
doubt his honour! Women can't fwear^ Jack- 
Sweet fouls I they can only curfe. 

I am faid, to doubt her love^H?Lve I not reafon ? 
And (he, to doubt my Ardor. — Ardor, Jack !-^Why, 
*tis very right — Women, as Mifs Howe fays, ^ami as^ 
every Rake knows, love Ardors ! 

She apprifes her of the /// Succefs of the AppHcation 
made toier Uncle — By Hickman, no doubt ! — I mud 
have this fellow's ears in my. pocket, verj quickly, I 
believe. 

Srhe fays, She is equally Jbocked. and enraged againft 
all her family : Mrs, Norton's -weight has been tried 
upon Mrs. Harlowcy.as well as Mr Hickman's upon 
the Uncle : But'never were there^ fays the vixen, fuch 
determined brutes in the "JDorld. Her Uncle con etude f 
her ruined already. — Is not that a call upon me, as 
well as a reproach ? — They all expe&ed applications 
from her when in dijirefs — but were refolved not to ftir 
an inch to fave her life. She was accufed of premedita- 
tion and contrivance. Mifs Howe is concerned^ fhc tells 
her, for the revenge my pride may put me upon taking 
for the dijiance Jhe has kept me at — And well flic may. 
—It is now evident to her, that flic muft be mine 
(for her Coufm Morden, it feems, is fet agaioft hertoo) 
— An aft of Ncccflity, of Convenience ! — Thy friend^ 
Jack, to be already made a woman's Convenience I— 
Is this^to be born by a Lovelace ? 

I fhall make great ule of this Letter. From Mifs 
Howe*s hints of what paiTed between her Uncle Har- 
lowc and Hickman [It muji be HickmanJ I can give 
i^om for my invention to play; for ihe tells her, that 

Jbe 
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Jbe wili net reveal alL I muft endeavour to como ac 
this Letter myfelf. I muft have the very words : 
Extrafts will not do. This Letter, when I have k, 
muft be my Comf^afs to fteer by. 

The ^ fire of friendship then blazes out and crackles. 
I never before imagined, that fo fervent a friendfhip 
could fubfift between two Siftier-beauties, both Toafts. 
But even A^r^ it may be inflamed by Oppofit ion, and 
by that Contradi£Hon which gives vigour to female- 
fpirits of a warm and romantic turn. 
' She raves about coming up, if by /o doing Jbe could 
prevent fo noUe a creature ftom^fiooping too lov^^of fave 
her from ruin — Obe Reed to fupport another ! I think 
I will contrive, to bring her up. 

Hurw comes it to pafs, that £ cannot help being 
pleafed with this virago's fpirit, tho' I fuffer by it ? 
Had I her but here^ Pd engage in a week*s time, to 
teach her fubmiffion without referve. What pleafure 
fhouldl have in breaking fuch a fpirit I T (hould wi(h 
for her but for one month, in all, I think. She would 
be too tame and fpirltlefs for me after that. How 
iweetly pretty to fete the two tovcly friends, when 
humbled and tame, both fittmg rn the darkeft corner 
of a room, arm in arm, weeping and fobbing for each 
other ! — And I their Emperor^ their then acknowledged 
Emperor, reclined at my eafe in the fame room, un- 
certain to which I' ftiouid firft. Grand Signor like, 
throw out my handkerchief ? 

Again mhid the girl : She is enraged at the Har 
lowes : She is angry at her own Mother ; fbe is exafpe* 
rated againft her foolijh and low-vanity d Lovelace. 
Foolish, a little toad ! [God forgive me for calling 
a virtuous girl a toad !J Let usfioop to lift the wretch 
out of his dirtf tho\ we Joil our fingers in doing it / He 
hat not been guilty of dircEl indecency t$ you, — It ieems 
extraordinary to Mifs Howe that I have not. Nor 
dare be^^^ht fhould be fure of that. If women have 
fuch things in their heads^ why ftiould not I in^ my 
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Inrt ? — Nit fo much of a devil as that comes to neither^ 
Such villainous intentions would have Jhewn themselves 
before now if I had them. — ^I^ird help them ! — 

She then puts her friend upon urging for Settlements, 
Licence, and ^o forth —A'b room for delicacy novf^ On 
fays ; and cells her what (he Qiall fay, to hring all/or' 
ward from me.—^ls it not as clear to thee, Jack, as 
it is to me, thjt I fbjuld have carried my point long 
ago, but for this vixen ? She reproaches her for having 
MODEST y'D away^ as fhe calls h, more than one op- 
portunity y that /be §ught nU to have/Iipt. — ^Thus ihou 
fceil, that the noblell of the Sex mean nothing la the 
world by their fhynefs and diftance, but to pound the 
poor fellow ihey diilikenot, when he comes into their 
purlieus. 

Though tricked into this mah*s power^ flic tells her, 
fl^e is not meanly fubjugated to if* There arc hopes of 
my Reformation, it fcems, from my reverence for ker ; 
fince before her I never had any reverence for ivhdt 
was good! I am a greats a fpecious deceiver. I 
thiink her for ihis, however. A good moral ule, fhe 
fays, may be made oi my having prevailed upon her to 
fnjjerve. I am glad that any good may flow from my 
actions. 

Annexed to this Letter is a Paper the mod faucy 
that ever was written of a Mother by a Daughter. 
There are in it fuch free reflections upon Widows and 
Bachelors, that I cannot but wonder how Mifs Howe 
came by her Learning. Sir George Colmai, I can 
tell thee, was a greater fool than thy friend, if fhe had 
it all for nothing. 

The contents of this paper cquaint Mifs Hailowe, 
that her Uncle Antony has been making propofals ojf 
marriage to her Mother. 

The Old fellow's heart onght to be a tough one, if 
he fucceed; or flie who broke that of a much worthier 
man, the htc Mr. Howe, wWV ioou ^^v \\4 ^CVivui, 
But be ihis as it may, tbc ftAx^^^L i^tc^^'^ >* \ia^^ 
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more irreconcileable than ever to their god(Jers-daugh<« 
ter for old Antony's thoughts of marrying : So I ani 
more fecure of her than ever. And yet I believe at 
laft, that my tender heart will be moved in her favour* 
For I did not wi/b^ that fhe (hould have nothing but 

perfccution and diftrefs. But why loves flie thp 

^ru/^j, as Mifs Howe juftly calls them, fo much \ m^ 
fo little ? 

I have fiiil more unpardonable Tranfcripts froia 
other Letters. 

LETTER XXXIIL 

^r. Lovelace, 7b John Belford, Efq: 

nrH£ next Letter it of fuch a nature, that, I dai« 
^ fay, thefe pioud Rogues would not have had it 
fall into my hands for the world (a). 

I fee by it to what her difpleafure with me, in rela^ 
lion to my propofals, vras owing. They Were not 
fumm^d up, it feems, with the warmth, with the 
nrdor^ which flie had expeftcd. 

This whole Letter was tranfcribed by Dorcas, to 
whofe lot it fell. Thou (halt have copies of them ail 
at full length fliortly. 

Men (f our caft^ this little devil fays, Jbe fancies^ 
cannot have the Ardor t that bonejt men have Mifs 
flowe has very pretty fancies. Jack. Charming girl I 
Would to heaven I knew whether my Fair -one an- 
fwets her as freely as ibe writes ! 'Twould vex a 
man's«hearr, that this virago (hould have come hb- 
oeflly by hcr/ancicr. 

■lVh§ knows but I may have half a dozen creatures 
to get off my hands ^ bafore 1 engage for lift? — Yer, left 
this.ihould mean me a compliment, as if I would re- 
form, fhe adds her belief, that Jbe muft not expe^i me 
to be hotiefl on this Jide my grand cHmt^eric, She has 
an high opkiiott of her Sex, to think they can charm 

\^ 
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fo toDg a man fo well acquainted with their Idenikaf^ 
tufi. 

He t9 fuggeft delays^ fhc fays, frwn a cfumpllment U 
he made to LordM! — Yc5, /, my dear, — Becaufe a 
man has doc been accuftooaed to be duttfuly muft he 
never be dutiful ? — In fo important a cafe as this too ! 
the hearts of his whole family engaged in it ? Tou did 
indeed, fays (he, vfint an inter pofing friend-^ But were 
I to have been in your Jtuationi I would have torn 
bis eyes out, and left it to his heart ta fumijb the rea^ 
fen /or t/. See ! See I What fayeft thou to this, > 
Jack ? 

Villain— Felkw that he is ! foUowi And for what ? 
Only for wifhing that the next day wtre to be my 
happyioaef^ and for being. 4tttifttl to 4ny.:neareft rela- 
tion. 

It is the cruellefl of fates ^ (he {^%i fof a vHman t9 
he forced to have a man whom her heart defpi/es^-^^ThsLt 
b what I wanted to be iure of.-^I was afraid, that my* 
Beloved was too confcious of her talents; of herfu- 
periority ! I was afraid that (he intked defpifed me* — 
And I cannot bear to think (he doc^s. Bat, Belford, 
I do not intend that this Lady (hall be bound down 
by fo cruel a fate. Let me periih, if I 'marry a wo- 
man who has given her moft i Qtim ate friend reafon to 
fay, /he defpifes me ! — A Lovelace to be defpifed, JackM 

His clenched fiji to bis forehead on your leaving Um 
in juji difpleafure — that is, when (he was not fatisfied 
with my Ardors, if it plcafe yeJ—- 1 remember the 
motion : But her back was towards me at the time {a). 
Are thefe watchful Ladies all Eye I — ^But obferve what 
follows; Lwfflt it had been a poleaxe, and in the hands 
of his worji enemy ^-^^ 

I will have patience Jack *, I will have patience I 
My day is at hand— 'Then will I ftecl my heart with 
thefe remembrances. 

(«) She telU Mift Howe, that (he (aw this modoa io the piet- 
gUfs, See p» 10$ 9 

But 
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But here is a fcheme to be thought of, in order to 
get my fair prize out ^ my hands y in cafe I give her 
rtafin tofufpeEt me. 

This indeed alarms me. Now the contention be* 
comes arduous. Now wilt thou not wonder» if I let 
loofe my plotting genius upon them both. I will not 
be cut'Norris'dt Bdford. 

But once more, Jbe has no notion^ (he fays, that I 
eon or dare to mean her cHjhmouPi B&t the if the man 
is a fool — thafs, all. — I. (bould indeed be a fool, to 
proceed as I do| and mean- matrimony ! However, 
Jince you aire thrown upon a fiol^ fays (he, marry the 
fo^, ,at thefirft opportunity ; and t ho* J doubt that this 
man will he the moft unmanageable qffoolty as all witty 
and. vain fools are^ take him as a punijhment^ fince you 
cannot as a reward^-^ls there any bearing thisy Bel* 
ford ? 

But ^h' men as myftlf^ are the men that women 
do not naturally hate^— True as the gpfpel, Jack I-— 
The truth is out at laft. Have I not always told 
thee (o ? Sweet creatures and true Chriftians thefe 
young girls! They love their enemies. But Rakes 
m- their hearts all of them ! Like turns to Like ; 
tliafr the thing. Were I not well afTured of the 
truth of this obfervation of the vixen^ I fhould have 
tluiught it worth while, if not to be a good mad, 
to be more of an hypocrite than I found, it needful 
ta be. - 

But in the Letter I came at to-day, while (he was 
at church, her fcheme is further opened ; and a cur* 
fed one it is, 

Mr. Lovelace then tran/cribes from hh ^ort-hand 
notes f that part of Mifs Ho*me*f Letter which 
relates to the dejlgn of engaging Mrs, Tvmnfend 

Jin cafe of necefpty) to give her proteilion till Co" 
one I Morden come [a) : And repeats his vonvs of 
revenge i efpecially for thefe nxsords i that (hould 
(«) See Letter xu. p. i5»« 
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he attempt any thing that would make him ob- 
noxious to the Laws of Society, (be might have^ 
a fair riJdance of him, either by flight or the^ 
. gallows ; no matter which. 

He then adih \ — *Ti8 my pride, to fubdue girls who 
know too much to doubt their knowledge ; and to con- 
vince them, that they know too little^ to defend 
themfelve& from the inconveniencies of knowing toa 
much. 

How p^iGon drives a man on! proceeds he. 1 have 

written a prodigious quantity in a very few hours ! 
Now my refentments are warm, I will fee^ and per- 
haps will puni(h, this proud, this double-^vrntd Beauty. 
I have fent to tell her» that I mufl be admitted to fup 
with her. We have neither of us dined. She ref ufed 
to drink Tea in the afternoon : And I believe neither 
of us will have much ftomach to our fupper. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

Ni/s Clarissa Harlowe, To Mifi Howe. 

Saturday Mornings Seven o'clock. 

T Was at the Flay lad night wiih Mr. Lovelace and 
-'' Mifs Horton. It is, you know^ a deep and mod 
afie^ing Tragedy in the reading. You have my 
Remarks upon it, in the little book you made me 
write upon the principal ailing Plays. Tou will not 
wonder, that Mifs Horton^ as well as I, was greatly 
moved at the Rcprefentation, wh^n I tdl you, and 
have feme pleai'ure in telling you, that Mr. Lovelace 
himfelf was very fenfibly touched with fome of the 
mod affedling Scenes. I mentioa this in praife of 
the author's performance ; for I take Mr. Lovelace to 
be one of the mod hard-hearted mea in the world. 
Upon my word, my dear, I do. 

His behaviour, however, on this occaGon, and on 
cor retui'D, was unexceptionable ; only that he would 
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oblige me to fVay to fupper with the women below, 
.when we came b^ck. and to fit up with him and them 
till near One o'clock this morning. I was rcfolved to 
be even with him ; and indeed I am not very forry to 
have the pretence ; for I love to pafs the Sundays by 
myfcif. 

To have the better excufe to avoid bis teaEing, I 

am ready dreiGTed to go to church this morning. I will 

. go only to St. James's Churchy and in a chair ; that I 

may be fure I can go out and come in when I pleafe, 

without being intruded upon by him^ as I was twice 

Near Nine o'clock'^ 
I HAVE yeur kind Letter of ycftcrd ay. He knows 
I have. And I fhail expeQ that he will be inquifi- 
tive next time I fee him after your opinion of his 
propofals. I doubted not your approbation of them, 
and had writen an anfwer on that prefumption ; 
l?vhich is ready for him. He muft ^u(/y foroccafions 
of procradination, and to difoblige me, if now any* 
•thing happens to fet us at variance again.^ 

He is Ycry importunate to fee me. He has deflred 
to attend me to church. He is angry that I have de- 
clined to breakfail with him. lam fure that I fhould 
not have been at .my own liberty if I had. — I bid 
JDorcas lell him, that I dcfired to have this day to my 
ielf. i..I would fee him in the morning as early as, he 
•pkaftd. She fays, fhe knows not what ails himj but 
4hat he is out of humour with cvery-body. 

He has fent again in a peremptory manner. He 
warns me of Singleton. I fent him word, that if he was 
sot afraid of Singleton at the Play-houie laA night, / 
need nor at Church to-day : So many Churches to one 
Play-houfc. I have accepted of his iervant's proposed 
attendance. But he is quitt diiplcafed, it fecms. I 
don't care, i will not be perpetually at his iniolent 
beck.— Adieu, my dear, till I return. The chair waits. 
He won't ftop me> fure, as I go down to vu 
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I DID noi fee him as I went down. He h^ it 
feemsy ezcefCvely out of humour. Dorcas fays. Not 
wuh me aeifher* (he believes : But fomethiog has 
Texed him. This is put on perhaps to make me dine 
with him. But I will oot, if I can heljp it. I ihan't 
get rid of him for the reft of the day^ it I do* 

Ht was very earned to dine with me. Bat I was 
refolved to carry this one fcnall point ; and fo denied 
CO dine myfelf. And indeed I was endeavouring to 
Write to my Coufin Morden ; and had begun three 
different times* without being able to pleafe myfelf. 
• He was very bufy in writing, Dorcas fays ; and pur- 
fued it without dining, bccaule 1 denied him my com- 
pany. 

He zfterwzrdt dimandeJ, as I may fay, to be ad- 
mitted to afternoon- tea with me : And appealed by 
Dorcas to his behaviour to me laft night % as if, as I 
fent him word by her, he thought he had a merit in 
being unexceptionable. However, I repeated my pro- 
roifc to meet him as earlj as he pleafed in the moroing, 
or to brcakfaft with him. 

Dorcas fays, he raved : I heard him loud, and I 
heard his fervant fly from him, as I thought. You, 
my deareft friend, fay, in one of yours {a), that you 
muft have fumebody to be angi^ at, when your Mo- 
ther lets you up. I (hould be very loth to diaw com- 
parifons : But the workings of pailioD, when indulged, 
are but too much alike, whether in man or woman. 

He has juft fent me word, that he infifts upon fup- 
ping with mc. As wc had been in a good train for fcve- 
ral days paft, I thought it not piudcnt to brtak with 
him for little matters* Yet, to be, in a manner, 
threatened into his will, I know not how to bear that. 

(o) Sec Vel. UL I-ctter Ixviii. Paragr. 2. 

WfllL* 
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While I was confidering, he came up, and, tap- 
ping at mj door, told xne, in a very angry tone, he 
snuft fe*^ me this tiighr. He could not red, till he had 
been told what he had done to deferve the treatment 
^I gave him. 

Treatment I give him ! — A wretch ! — Yet perhaps 
lie has nothing new to fay to me. I ihall be very an- 
gry wich him. 

jfs the Lady could not knots) m)hat Mr. Lovelace*! de* 

Ji^ns nuerCi nor the caufe of his ill humour^ it nvill 

not be improper to purfue the fuhjed from his Letter. 

Having defcrihed his angry manner of demanding^ in 
' ferfon, her company at fupper ; he proceeds at 
follovjs : 

'Tis hard, anfwered the fair Perverfe» that I am to 
be (o little my own miflrefs. I will meet you in the 
Dining room half an hour hence. 

I ¥rent down to wait that halF-hour. All the wo- 
men fet me hard to give her caufe for this tyranny. 
They demonftrated, as well /rom the nature of the 
SeXf as of the Cafe^ that I bad nothing to hope for 
from my tamenefs, and could meet with no worfe 
treatment, wer^ I to be guilty of the laft offence. They 
urged me vehemently xotry at leaft what effe£tfome 
greater familiarities than I had ever taken with her, 
would have : And their arguments being ftrengthened 
by my juft refentments on the difcoveries 1 had madet 
I was rtfolved to xzkefome liberties f and, as they were 
received, to take fill greater, and lay all the fault 
iipon her tyranny. In this humour I went up, and 
never had Paralytic fo little command of his joints, 
as I had, while I walked about the I%ning-room, at- 
tending her motions* 

' 'With an creft mien flie entered, her face averted,- 
her lovely bofom fwclling, and the more charmingly 
protuberant for the crcanefs of her m\cti. O \w^«-\ 
that ^vXlcnhefs and Rcfeivc Ihould add xo \Yl^ Ociw^* ^^ 
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this haughty maid ! But in every attitude, in every 
humour, in every gefture^is Beauty beautiful — ^By her 
averted face, and indignant afpeft, I faw the dear In- 
folcnt was difpofcd to be angry — But by the fierce- 
ncfs of mine, as my trembling hands feifcd hers, 
I foon made Fear her predominant paffi'>n And 
Vet (he moment I beheld her« my heait was daftar- 
d'lTcd *, and my revereuce for the Virgin Pui iry {o 
vilible in her whole deportment, again took pldce. 
Surely, Uclfjixl, this is an Angel. And yet, had (he 
not b^en known lO be a Female, they would not, 
friMn ba'^yj.'^d hive drefTd her as fuch, nor would 
ihe, but upju that con«i6lion, have continued the 
drcls. 

Let me atk yoa. Madam, I befeech you tell me, 
wh.t( 1 h<ivc done to deferve this didant treatment ? 

And let mt atk you^ Mr. i.ovclace, why are my 
Rctiumeiits to be thus invaded ? — What can you have 
to lay to mc iince lull night, that I went with you io 
nivuh a^aiiifl my will to the play ? And after fitting 
up \\''n\\ yoii, Ci]< tally againil my will, till a very late 
Us.>iir ? 

/*'■/.» 1 hiivi* to r.iy. Madam, that I cannot bear to be 
\\\y\ .:t this ililLuuc from }0u under tl^eiame roof. 
L''t^:\f !f'i fdtntr ric/\ Sir I — How camt you — 
ILai iiu- out, M.idam [ic.iing go her trembling 
haiuh, .uii! liMiihing thcn> back again with an eager- 
ui r» ih.ii in.idi.' her tlart i — 1 have a thouland things to 
My, ID lalk or, iclaiing to our pielent and future pro- 
tp^U»i but whi'U 1 want to open my whole loul to you, 

. 3^U MU aU.iy* cuniiiving to keip me at a dt(lancc. 

" XWU Miftkc mc idiOuliUeiu with myiclf. Your heart 
M Im U)Hni iiila>». \'ou mull havs: views that you 

1^ 1(IU iiui i»wn. 'LVU mc, Madam, I conjure you to 

"llllUr, \\\i% niiuucui, withi>ut I'ubterfugc or reieive, 

^ ^\\M U^\\\ am i lo uppi.tr to you iu future ? I can- 

^ UVflli \U^ U>U4u^c. The lui^Knlb you hold me in 

la 
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la what light, Mr. Lovelace ! {yiGblj terrified] ia 
no bad light, I hope— Pray Mr. Lovelace, do not 
grafp mj hands To hard Cendeavouring to withdraw 
ihem]. Pray let me go. 

You haU me. Madam--- 

I hate nobody, Sir — ^ 

You hate me. Madam, repeated L 

laftigated and refolved, as I came upi I wanted 
fome new provocation. The devil ihdeed, as foon 
as my angel made her appearance, crept out of my 
heart ; but he had left the door open, and was no 
farther off than my elbow. 

You come up in no good temper, I fee, Mr; 
Lovelace-^But pray be not violent^^/ have done yoit 
no hurt — Pray be not violent-^ 

Sweet creatare 1 And 1 clafped one arm about her^ 
iiolding one hand in my other — Tea have done me no 
inirt — I could have devoured her — But reftraining * 
myfe1(-*-You have done me the greateft hurt !-^Ia 
what have I deferved the diQance you keep me at ?— 
I knew not what to fay. 

She firuggled to difengage herfelf— Pray, Mr.' 
£.ovelace let me withdraw. I know not why this 
]s» 1 know not what I have done to offend you. I 
fee you are come with a dejign to qudrret vHfh me^ If 
you would not terrify me by the ill-humour you are 
In, permit me to withdraw* I will heat all you have 
to -fay another time — To-morrow morning, as I feoc 
you word— *-Bttt indeed you frighten me. I bsfeech 
youy if you have any value for me, |>ermit me to 
ivithdraw. 

Night» WiZ-night, // necefiary, BeKord. SurpriiEe, 
Terror, tniifi be ncccffary to the ultimate Trial of 
%his charming creature, fay the women beUw what 
chey will, i could not hold my plirpofes. This was 
not the firft time that I had intended to try if fhc 
could forgive. 

I kiffcd her hand with a fervor« ?l^ \1\^wJA.V'k^^ 



194 7ifr History %f Vol. 4. 

left my lips upon it. — Withdraw then^ deareft and 
ever dear creature. Indeed I entered in a very ill hu- 
mour. I canDQt bear the diftance at which you fo 
caufelefsly keep me. Withdraw, ^ Madam, fiuce It is 
your will to withdraw; and judge me generoufly ; 
judge me but as I deferve to be judged ; and let me 
hope to meet you to-morrow morning early, in fuch 
a temper as becomes our pr^fcnt fituation and my 
future hopes. 

And fo faying, I conduced her to the door» and 
left her there. But infiead of going down to the wo- 
men, I went into my own chamber, and locked my- 
felf in; aihamed of :being awed by her majeftic loveli- 
nefs, and apprehenfive virtue, into fo gpeat a change 
of purpofe, notwichdandiog I had fuch a juft provo- 
cation from the Letters of .her fancy Friend, founded 
on her own reprefeatations of faAs and fituations be- 
iween herfelf and me. 

The Lady (dated Sunday riight) thus describes her ter- 
rors, and Mr. Lovelace* s behaviour ^ on the occajion: 

On my entering the dining-room, he took my 
hands in his, in ^fuch a humour, asi faw plainly he 
was refolved to quarrel with vM^^And for what ^— 
What had 1 done to him? — I never 4n my life beheld 
in any body iuch wild, fuch angry, ^fuch impatient 
aifs. ] was terrified ; and inflcad of being as angry 
as I intended to be, I was forced to be all mildnefs. 
k can hardly remember what were his firft words, I 
was lu frighted, but, T$u hate me. Madam/ Ton 
late me^ Madam ! were fome of them — with fuch a 
ficrceoets — I wiihed myfelt a thoufand miles diAant 
irom him. I hate no-body, laid I ; >I thank God I 
hate no- body — You terrify >me, Mr. Lovelace — Let 
me kavc you. — The man, my dear, looked quite 
f/^/y — T never faw a man look ugly as paffion made 
hJm lcs)k—And for vjhat ? — A.xi^ Ykft fc .%\^^C'^d my 
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hands ! —Fierce creature ! — H« fo grafpcd my hands \ 
Iq fhort, he feemedbyhis looks, and by his words (once 
putting his arms about me) to wifh me to provoke him. 
So that I had nothing to do but to beg of him 
(which I did repeatedly) to permit me to withdraw 4 
and to promife to meet him at iiis own time in the 
morning. 

It was with a very ill grace thatiie complied, on that 
v«ondition; and at pai*ting he kiffed my hand with fuck 
ft favagenefs, that redneis remains upon it ^ilL 

Do you not think| my dear, that I have reaPon to 
be incenfed at him, my 'fituation confidered ? Am I 
not under a necejfity^ as it were, of quarreling with 
him; at lead every other time I fee him ? No Prude- 
ry» no Coquetry, no Tyranny in my heart, or ia 
my behaviour to him, that I know of. No affeAed 
Frocraftination. Aiming at nothing but decorum. 
He as much concerned, and fo he ought to think. 
' as 1, to have That obferved. Too much in hit 
power : Caft upon him by the cruelty of my relations* 
No other protection to fly to but his. One plain path 
before us ; yet fuch embarrafles,- fuch difficulties^ 
fuch fubjedts for doubt, for cavil, for uncafinefs-^ 
as jEaft as one is obviated, another to be introduced, 
lind not .by myfelf— J know not- how introduced**- 
What pleafure can I propofeto o^felf in meeting fuch 
a WEctch ? 

•Perfect for me, my deareft Mifs Howe, perfeA fbr 
me, I befeech you, your kind fcheme with MrsTownf- 
cod; and I will then cleave this man. 

*My temper, I believe, is changed. No wonder 
if it be. I qucftion whether ever it will be iL'hat it 
3rgs. But I cannot make him half fo uaeafy by the 
change, as I am myfelf. See you not how, from 
fieptoilep, he grows tipon meP-^-I tremble to loar 
back\ipon his encroachments. And now to give me 
. waXk to apprehend tmre .evil from iim, than indi^- 
■ ....... . K Z ■ no-Vx^jfl^ 
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bunion vnU permit me to exprefs ! — ^O mf dear^ per« 
icSt your fckeme, and let me fly from fo firange a 
^fxetch! 

}pt Yet, to be firft an eloper from my friends to 
liim» as the world fuppofes ; and now to be fo from 
bim [To vibom I know not !] how hai'd to one 
mho ever endeavoured to (hun intricate paths I But 
lie muft certainly have views in quarrelling with 
me thuSy which he dare not own ! — Yet what can 
^hey be i — I am terrified but to think of what they 
may be 1 

Let me but get from him ! — As to my reputation. 
If I leave him— *That is already too much wounded 
!for me» now, to be careful about any>thing, but how 
to aA fo, as that my own' Heart fhall not reproach 
me. As to the world's cenfure^ I muft be content 
to fufier that — An unhappy compofitiooj' however.—- 
.*What a wreck have my fortunes fuffered, to be obii* 
£ed to throW overboard fo many valuables^ to preferve 
indeedy-the cnly valuable 1. — A coropofition that once 
it would have half-broken my heart to think there 
^ould have been the leaft danger that I ihould be o- 
i)ligcd to fubmit to. 

You, my dear, could aot be a firanger to my moft 
lecret failings^ although you would not tell me of 
them. What a pride did I take in the applaufe of e- 
very one ! — What a pride even in fuppofing I had net 
that pride I — ^Which concealed iifelf from my un- 
cxamining heart under the fpecious veil of Humility ^ 
<loubling the merit to myfekF by the fuppofed^ and 
Sndeed im/>u/^d^j gracefiilnefs in th^ manner of con- 
ferring benefits, when I had not^ fingle merit in 
what I did, vaftly overpaid by thii^pleafure of do- 
ing fome little good, and intf!^Sn .as I may fay, 
by talents given me — For w^K^'-^ot to be proud 
uf. ■'.■■- * 

So defirousy in fhort, to be confidered as an 
^xam^lci A vanity vrl^i^h my partial admirers 
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put iQto my head ! — And fo fecure in my own vir-f 
lue ! 

I am punifhed enough, enough mortified, far thi^ 
my vanity — I hope, enough, if it fo pleafe the all-gra- 
cious inHifler : Since now, I verily think, I more de« 
fpife myfclf for my prcfiimptuous lelf-fecurity, as well 
as vanity, than ever I fecretly vaunted myfelf on my 
good inclinations : Secretly ^ I fay, however \ for in- 
deed t had not given myfelf leifure to refleA, till I 
^s thus mortified, how very imperFeft I was; nor 
how much truth there is in what Divines tell us. That 
we iin in our befl: performances. 

But! was very young — But here let me watch over 
myfelf again : For in thofe Four words, / was very 
youngs is there not a palliation couched^ that were 
enough to take all efficacy from the difcovery and 
confdSon I 

What ftrange irnperfeft-belngs ! — But Self here,< 
srhlch is at the bottom of all wc doj and o£. all w( 
wiih^ is the grand mifleaden 

I will not apologize to you, my dear, for thefe 
grave reflections. Is it not etioagh to make the un- 
happy-creature look, into herfelf, and endeavour to 
detect herfelf, who,. iirom fuch an high reputation^ 
bft it to proud and prefumptuous Self, ihould, by one 
though tlefs ft ep, be brought to the dreadful iituation 
I^am in ? ^ 

Let me> , hiowcver, » look forward : To defpond 
would be to add fin to fin. And whom have I to 
raife me up, whom to comfort me, if I defert my' 
fdf ?—ThoUj O Father ! who, I hope, hafl. not 
yet defected, haft not yet curfed me !— For I am 
thine ! — It is fit that meditation ihould fupply the 
reft.^ 

I'-wjis fo difgufted with him, as well as frighted 
bjr.hiai, that on my return to my chamber^ Aa ^ €x- 

K3. ^ 
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of paflionate defpalr^ I tore lUnoft io two, the An^ 
fwer I had written to hit propofals. 

I wili fee him io the morningi becauie I promifed 
I would. But I will go out^ and that without hina, 
or any attendant. H he account not tolerably for 
hi« fudden change of behaTiour, and a proper oppor- 
tunic^ offer of a pri?ute lodging in fooae creditable 
houfe, I will not any more return to this:<— Ac pre- 
prefent I think fo.— And there will I either attend t^ 
pei feeling of your fcheme; or, by your epiftolary 
mediation, make my own terms with the wretch ; 
Cnce it is your opinion, that I muft be his^ and can- 
Bot help myielf : Or, perhaps, take a refolution to 
throw myielf at once into Lady Betty's protedioa; 
and tbb will hinder him from making his iniblentlj* 
threatened fifit le Harlowe-Placc. 

7h Lady writes again on Monday evening g dhd 
gives her friend an account of ail that pajfed he- 
tauten berklf end Mr. Lovfiace that dajr^ arnt 
of her being terrified out of her purpofe <rf going 
out: But Mr. Lovelace's next Letters giving a 
more ample account of ally hers are omitted* 

It is proper y. however y^ to mention^ that p?e re-urges 
Mifs Howe {from the diJfatisfaSlion Jhe has rear 
fon for from what pafjed between Mr, Lovelace 
and herfelf) to perfect her fcheme in relation to 
Mrs. Townfend. She comludes thus Letter in thefe 
words: 

I fliould fay fomethiog of your laff favour (but a 
few houcs ago received) and of your dialogue with 
your Mother — Are you nor very whimfics!, my dear ? 
I have but two things to wifli for on this occafion— 
The one, that your charming pleafantry had a better 
fubjcEl than thai you find for it in this dialogue — 
The other, that my fituation were not luch, as mud 
too often damp that pleafantry in you » and will not 

permit 
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permit mc to enjoy it, as I ufed to do. Be, however, 
happy in yourfelf, tho' you camot ia 

Your Clarissa Harlowe. 

LETTER XXXV. 

/^r. LovELAC«9 ?*<? John Belford, Efq: 

Monday Mornings May 22. 

NO generofity la this Lady. None ai all. Would'ft 
thoa not have thought, that after I had permit- 
ted her to withdraw, primed for mifchief as I was, (he 
would meet me next morning early; and that with a 
finiie ; makiname one of her beft courteGes ? 

I was in the Dining-room before Six, expecting her. 
She opened not her door. I went up ftairs and do mto ; 
and hemm'd;and called Will ; called Dorcas; threw the 
doors hard to; but ftill (he opened not her door. Thus, 
till h^lf an hour after Eighty, fooled I away my time j 
and then (breakfaft ready) I fent Dorcas to requeft her 
Gompanyv 

But I was aftoni(hed, when (following the wench, as 
ihe did at the firft invitation) I faw her enter dreflld, 
aU but her gloves,^,aiid thofe and her fan io^her hand ; 
in the famomooienc bidding Dorcas DircA Wiif.to gee 
her a chair to the door. 

. Cruel creature, thought I, to expofe, me thus to the 
deriiion-of the women below ! 

Going abroad^ Madam ? 

I am. Sir. 

I looked curfed filly, I am Cure. You will breakfaft 
firft, I hope. Madam ; and in a very humble llrain ; 
yet with a hundred tenter-hooks in my heart. 

Had (he given me more notice of her intention, I 
had perhaps wrought myfelf up to the frame I was in 
the day before, and begun my vengeance. And im- 
nicdiatcly came into my head all the virulence that had 
been tranfcribed for me from Mifs Howe's Letters, 
and in that Letter which I had tranfcribed myfelf. 

K 4 X^'^^ 
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Yes, flie would drink one difh f and then laid her 
gloves and fan in the window juft by. 

I was perfeAly difconcerted. I hemm*d^ and was 
going to fpoak feveral. times; but knew not in what 
key^ Who*s modeft now, thought I ! Who's info- 
lent now!-^How a tyrant of a.wonian confounds a 
bafliful man ! She was acting Mifs Howe^ I thought v 
and I the fpiritlefs Hickman. 

At laft, I viUl begin, thought L 

She a diih— I a difh. 

Sip, her eyes her own» (be; like an haughty 2nd 
imperious fovereign, confcious of dignity, every look 
a favour. 

Sip, like her vajSal, I ;. lips and hands trembling, 
and not knowing that I fipp'd or tailed.. 

I was — I was — Iffjp*d — (drawing in my breath and 
the liquor together* tho' I fcalded my mouth with it) 
I was in hopes, Madam-^ 

Dorcas came in juft then. — Dorcas, f^id (he, is a 
chair gone for ? 

Damn*d impertinence, thought I, thus to put me 
out in my fpcech ! And I was forced to wait for the 
fcrvant's anf'wcr to the infolent miQrefs's queilion. 

William is gone for one. Madam.. 

This coft me a ipinuie's iilence before I could begi» 
again. And then it was with my hopes, and my hopes* 
and my hopes, that I fhould have been early admitted 
to — 

What weather Is if, Dorcas ? faid £he, as rcgardltfs 
of me as if I had not been prtfent. 

A little lowciipg. Madam— r-The fun is gone in-— 
It was very fine half an hour ago. 

I had no patience^. Up I rofe.. Down went the 
Tea-cup, Saucer and all— Confound the weather, the 
Sunfhine, ard the Wench ! — Begone for a devil, when 
I am fpeakiog to your Lady, and have, fo liule 
opportunity given me. 

Up rofe the faucy-fac.e half-fi ighrcd ; and faatched. 
ffcm the window h<P g\ovcs^ud toiti* You. 
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Tou mufl not go, M^dam !-«SeiziDg her Iiand—^ " 
5ymy Soul you muft i^ot — 

Muft Mti Sir ! — But I muft — Yott can curfc your 
srraid in my abfence, as well as if I were pFcfent— * " 
Ekcept — Except— you intend for m^,^ what you direft ^ 
to hgr. ■ 

Deareft ereature, you muft not go— You muft not 
leave me — Such determined fcorn ! 4Such contempts I " 
— Qucftions afked your fervant of no meaning^but to • 
bfeak in upon me-^I- cannot bear it T ' 

Detain me nor, ftruggling. - 1 will not be with-heldl*' - 
I fii^e you not, nor your ways. * You foiight to quarrel 
with me yeftcrday, for no reafon in the worid that I cart '^ 
think c/i but beeaufe Itvas too obliging. You are an un- 
grateftxl man j and I hate you- with my whole heart, • 
Mr* Lovelace ! 

Do not make me defperate, Madafn.^ Permit me to * 
fay, that you ihall not leave me In thi» humour* 
Wherever you go, .1 will attend you.' Had Mifs - 
Howe been my friend, I had not been thtis treated* 
It is but too plain to whom my difHeiihies are owing* 
I have long obferved, that every I^etter you receive 
frOxn her^ makes an alteration in your behaviour to mCm 
.She would have>ow treat mej ag yZ^ treats- Mr; Hic'k- - 
man» I fuppofe : But neither does that treatnient be<*> ' 
come your admirable temper lo offer," nor meto-rc- - 
ceive. . 

This ftartlcd her; She did not tare to hate me -^ 
think hardlv of Mifs Howe. 

But recollcaiog herfelf, Mi& Howe, laid flieV is a < 
frleod to virtue, and to good men. * If belike not you> » 
it is beeaufe you are not one of thofe. 

Yes, Madatn \ and therefore to fpeak of Mr/ Hick* ; 
man and Myfelf, as you both, I fuppofe^ think of " 
each* (he treats him as (he- would not treat a Loveiace. - 
-—I (Challenge you. Madam, to Ihew me but one of the 
many Letters you have received &^ia kw» * xi\3ksxt.\. 
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Mifs How is jqA ; Mifs Howe is good; replied (he. 
She writes, (he fpeaks* of every body as they deferve. 
If you point me out but any ooe occafion upon which 
you have leafoo 10 build a merit to yourfelf, as either 
juft or goody or even generous, I will look out for 
her Letter on that occaiion [If fach an occafion there 
be, I have certainly acquainted her with it] ; and will 
engage it (hall be in your favour. 

DevilUh fevere ! And as indelicate as fevere, to put 
a modeft man upon hunting backward after his own 
merits. 

She would have flung from me : I will not be de- 
tained, Mr. Lovelace, I will go out. 

Indeed you muft not. Madam* in this humour. 
And I placed mvfelf between her and the door. — And 
then, inning, (be threw herfelf into a chair, her fweet 
face all crimfoned over with paffion. 

I caft myfelf at her feet. Begone, Mr. Lovelace, 
faid(he, with a rejeAing motion, her fan in her band ; 
for your own fake leave me ! — My (bul is above thee, 
man ! with both her hands pufhing me from her ! — 
Urge me not to tell thee, how fincerely I think my 
foul above thee ! — Thou haft in mine, a proud, a too 
proud heart, to contend with ! — Leave me, and leave 
meforcferJ — Thou haft a proud heart to contend 
with ! 

Her air, her manner, her voice, were bewitchingly 
noble» though her words were fo fevere. 

Let me worftiip an angel, faid I, no woman* For 
give me, dcareft creature ! — Creature if you be, for- 
give me..' — Forgive my inadvertancies I Forgive my 
inequalities!— Pity my infirmities! — Who is equal to 
my Clarifia ? 

I trembled between Admiration and Love: and 
w apt my arms about her knees, as ihe fsLt. She 
tr ed to rife at the moment; but my clafping round 
her thus ardently, threw her down again; and never 
was woman more affi\g\vvcd. 6>jli free as my clafp- 
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lag emotion might appear to her apprchendve hearty 
I had notj at the iaftaDt, any thought but what re- 
verence infpired. And till (he had adtuallj with 
drawn fwhich I permitted under promife of a fpeedj 
return, and on her confent to difmifs the chair] all 
the motions i>f my heart were as pure as her own. 

She kept not her word. An hour I waited before 
I Tent to claim her promife. She could not poOibl/ 
fee me yet, was the anfwert As foon as ihe could, 
(he would. 

Dorcas fays, ihe ftill excedively trembled; and or- 
dered her to give her hartfhorn and water. 

A (Ira age apprehenfive creature 1 Hsr terror is too 
great for the occafion. Evils are often greater in ap- 
prehenfion than in reality. Haft ihou never obferved, 
that' the terrors of a bird caught, and adlually in the 
hand, . bear no comparison to what we might have 
fuppofed thofe terrors would be, were we to have 
formed a judgment of the fame bird by its (hynefs be* 
fore it mvas Ukken ^ 

D«ar creature !-^Did flie never romp? Did ft 2 
never from girlhood to now, hoyden ? The innocent 
kinds of freedom taken and allowed on thefe occa- 
fions^, would have familiarized her to greater. Sacri* 
lege but to touch the hem of her garment I — Exec's 
of delicacy ! — O the confecrated Beauty ! How can 
ibe think to be a wife 1 

But how do I know till I try, whether fhe may not 
by a lefs alarming treatment be prevailed upon, or 
whether ]iDay^ 1 have done with thee I] ihe may not 
yield to nightly furprifes \ This is ftill the burden of ^ 
my fong, I can marry her when I will. And if I do, 
after prevailing (whether hy furfrife^ or bj re!u6iant 
conjent) whom but myfelf ftiall I have injured ? 

It. is^ow Eleven o'clock. She will fee me as foon 
as (he can, (he tells Polly Horton, who mad< h r a 
tender vifit, and to whom ftic U W;i it.&xs^<\ ^^^x vck 

K 6 ^^^' 
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any body elfc. Her emotion* ihe alTures her^ was' 
not owing to perverfenefsi to nicety, to ilUhumour ^ 
but to weakne/s of heart. She has not ftrengW of 
fRf)fi fufficient* (he fays^ to enable her to fupport her 
condition. 

Yet what a contradiftion T — JVeakn^ (f heart i 
fays {lie, with fuch a ftrengib^ of wiill—O Belford t 
ihe is a lion-hearted Lady« in every cafe where her 
Honour, her Pun£tilio» rather>, calls fos fpirit. Bat 
I have had reafon more than once in her cafe, ,ta<^ 
conclude, that the paffions of the gentle^Jlower to 
be moved than thofe of the quick, are the moft fia* 
ming, the mOfk irrefiftible, when raifcd.-^ Yet her^ 
charming Body is not equally organized*. The un* 
equal partners pull two ways ; and the divinity with- 
in her tears her filken frame. But had^the fame foul 
informed a mafculiae body,, never would there have., 
been a truer hero I 

Monday f Two o'clock^... 

Not yet vifible \ — My Btloved is not well.. What 
Expe6iations had fhe from my ardent admiration of 
her I — More rudencfe- than revenge apprehended.^ 
Yet, how my foul ihirfts for Revenge upon both 
thefe Ladies 1 I muft have recourfc to my mafter- 
Jlrokes» This curfed projedl of Mifs Howe and her- 
Mrs. Townfend (if I cannot contrive to render it 
abortive) will be always a fword hanging over my 
head. Upon every little difobligation my Beloved^ 
will be for taking wing \ and the pains I have takea 
to. deprive her of every other refuge or protection 
in order to make her abfolutely dependent upon me 
will be all thrown away. But perhaps I fhall find 
out a Smuggler to counterplot Mifs Howe. 

Thou remembereft the contention between the Sun 
and the North- wind, in the Fable ; which fhould firft 
make an honeft Traveller throw off his cloak. 

-Bcreas began fir ft. Ue puffed away moft vchc- 



Let. 35. Glariffa Harlowe. 20jr 

mcntly ; and often made the poor fellow curve and 
ftagger ; but with no other effcft, than to caufe him 
to wrap his Surtout the ciofcr abouthim. 

Bat when it came to Phoebus's turn, he fo played 
upon the Traveller with his beams,' that he made him 
firft unbuttoot and then throw it quite off : — Nor left 
he, till he obliged him to take to the friendly fhade of ' 
a-fpreading beach ; where proftrating himfelf on the 
tbrown-off cloak, he took a comfortable nap. 

The vi£tor-god then laughed outright, both at Bo- 
reas and the Traveller» and purfued his radiant courfe, 
Ihiniog upon, and warming and cheriihtng a thoufand . 
new objeAs, as he danced along : .And at night when ^ 
he put up his fiery courfers, he diverted, his Thetis 
with the relation of his pranks in the pafled day. 

I^ in like manner, will difcard all my: boifterous in- 
Tentions : And if I can oblige my fwcet Traveller to 
throw afide, hit for one moment^ the cloak of her . 
rigid virtue, I (ball have nothing to do, but, like the 
Sun, to blefs .new objefls with:' my rays. But my. 
chofWi hours of converfation and repofc, after all my »< 
peregrinations, will be devoted to my goddeis. . 

And now, Belford, according to my new fy(lem« 
lihink this houfe of Mrs. Fretchville an embarrafs 
upon me. I will get rid of it; for fome time at leaft. 
Idennell, when I am out, fliall come to her, in- 
quiring for me. What for I thou'lt^ a(k. What 
for ! — Haft thou not heard what has befallen poor 
Mrs. Fretchville ?— Then I'll teU ihee. . 

. One of her maids, about a week ago^ was taken 
with the Small-pox. . The reft kept their miftrefs ig- 
Borant of it till Friday ; and/i^ ftie came to know 
it by accident. The greater half of the plagues poor 
mortals of condition are tormented with, proceed from 
4he Servaints they take, partly for ftiew, partly for ufe, 
and with a view to leflen their cares. 

Thi3 bas fo terrified the w\4Q^%x\i^x*^^\^^2i^s^^ 
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with all the fymproms that threates an attack (rosi 
that dreadful enemy of fair faces^ — So muft not think 
of removing: Tet cannot expeft that we ihoald be 
further delayed on her account. 

She now wiihes» with all her hearty that (he had 
known her own mind, and gone iqto tbr country at 
firft when I treated about the houfe: This evil then 
had not happened ! A curfed crofs accident for us^ tco I 
— High-hoi Nothing elfe, I think, in this moital 
life 1' People need not Hudy to bring erodes upon 
themfeWcs by their petulancies. 

So this a0air of the houfe will be over; at Iea(V 
for one while. But then I can fall upon ah expedient 
which will make abends for this difappointmenr. I 
muft moveyWy in order to hc/un* I have a charm** 
ing contrivance or two in my head, even fuppofing 
my Beloved fhould getaway, to bring her back again. 
But what is become of Lord M • I trow, that he 
writes not tome, in aniwer to my invitation ? If^he* 
would fend ne fuch a Letter as I could (hew, it might 
go a great way towards a perfeA reconciliation. I 
have written to Charlotte about it. He Ihali foon. 
hear from me, and that in a way he won't like, if he 
writes not quickly. 3 He has Tomeiimes threatened «o 
difinherit mei But if 1 fhould renounce him^ it would' 
be but juftice; and wiould vex him tee tiroes mor&than 
any thing he can do, will vex me. Then, the Settle . 
mcnts unavoidably delayed, by his ncgleft !— How 
ihall I bear fuch a life of procraftination !— I, who, as 
to my will, and impaiieDce, and fo forth, am of the< 
true Lady-make^ and can as little bear controul and 
difappointmcnt as the beft of them I 

• f)^*"^^^^ Letter»from Miff Howe. I fuppofe it. 

lattat which (he promilcs in her laft to fend her r«la- 
mw* *f Courtfliip bciwccQ o\d Tony the Uncle, 

.7^. '*f"'«b«lU rhe Moihcr. 1 ftvo\v\e.\»«. tTiAxv.^iitLV, 

-./oicca to fee it. j^o ^,Qre oi vbt^m>i%'^«-^VivVB."«.» 
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furely ! This Letter, it feems,. (he has put in her 
pocket. But I hope I fhdl foon find it depofited with 
the reft. 

Monday Evening, ' 

At my repeated re queft fhe coadefcended tojmeet 
me in the Dioiog-room to afcemoon-tea, and not 
before. 

She entered with baftifulnefs, as I thought j in a 
pretty confufion, for having carried her appreheoiions 
too far. Sullen and flow moved (he towards the Tea* 
table.— ;-Dorcas prefenr, bufy in Tea-cup preparations. 
I took her relu^ant hand, and pre/Ted it to my lips-^ 
Deareft» lovelieft of creatures, why this diftance ? Why 
this difpleafure? — How can you thus torture the faith- 
fulleft heart in the world ? 

She difengagcd her hand. Again I would have 
fnatched it. 

Be quiet, peevi(h1y withdrawing it. And down 
(he fat ; a gentle palpitation in the Beauty of beauties, 
indicating mingled fullennefs and refentmenr; her 
fnowy handkerchief riling and falling, and a fweet 
flu(h overfprcading her charming cheeks. 

For God's fake. Madam I — And a third time I 
would have taken her repulfing hand. 

And for the fame fake. Sir ; no more teazlng. 

Dorcas retired ; I drew my chair nearer hers, and 
with the moft refpe£tful tendernefs took her hand ; 
and told her, that I could not forbear to exprefs mj 
apprehenflons (from the difiance (he was fo defirous 
to keep me at) that if any man in the world was more 
indifferent to her, to ufe no har(her a word, than an* 
other, it was the unhappy wretch before her. 

She looked fteadilv upon me for a moment, and 
with her other hand, not withdrawing that I held, 
pulled her handkerchief out of her pocket; and b^ 9l 
twinkling morion urged forward a. vt^it ot w^^ ^\v\Oq 
having arifea in each fwect eye, tt'w^* '^X^vclXx^ ^ 
motion, (be would rather ha^c d\E^V«xed \ ^^v ^\&^ 
cdmc oDly with a figb, and au a^«^^^ ^^^^* 
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I urged her to fpeak ; to look op at mc; to blefs me 
irith an eye more favourable. 

I had reafon^ fha told me» for my complaint of her -^ 
iodifiFerence. She faw nothing in my mind that was - 
generous. I was not a man to be obliged or favoured* 
My Arange behaviour to her fince Saturday night, V^r 
no cau/e at all that Jhe knew of^ convinced her of this* 
Whatever hopes (he had conceived of me, were utter- 
ly- diffipated: All my ways were difguftful to her* 

This cut me to the heart. . The guilty, I bcHeve, ia ^ 
every cafe, \t{% patiently bear the deccAiog truth,^ thaa ^ 
the innocent do the degrading ^alfehood* . 

I befpokc her p^tience,< while I took the liberty to ^ 
account for this change on my part.^-^I re-ackoow- 
ledged the pride of my heart, which could not bear the 
thought of that want of preference iii the heart of a • 
Lady whom I hoped to call mine, i¥hich (he had always - 
manifefted. Marriage, I faid, was a ftateth^t was not ^ 
lobe entered upon. with indifference on either fide. . 

It is infolence, interrupted (be, it is prefumption, Sir» « 
to expcA tokens of value, without refoiving fo deferve 
them. You have no whining creature before you, Mr. . 
Lovelace, overcome by weak motives, ,to love where ^ 
there is no merit. Mifs Howe can tell you, Sir^ that 
I never loved the faults of my friend; nor ever wiflied * 
her to love me for mine.^ It.w^s a rule with us, not * 
to fpare eachother. . And would a man who has no- - 
thing but faults (for pray, Sir, what are your virtues ?) 
expcA that I Ihould (hew a value for him ? Indeed if 
I did, I ihould not deferve even bis value; but ought ^ 
to be dcfpifcd by him. ' ^ 

Well have you, ^Jadam, kept up to this noUe maii*^- 
ner of thinking* You are in no danger of being de- • - 
fpifed for any marks of tendernefs or £ivour fhewn to 
the man before you. You have been perhaps^ ypi£ll • 
think, laudably fludious of making and caking occa- - 
6on& to declare, that it was far fpom. being owing to 

vwcJhicf^ that ygu ix?l4 ^vi^ x^w^v^^l m«- My 
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vrhole fouly Madam » in all its errors* iti all its wifhes^ 
iQ all its views* had been laid open and naked before 
you, had I been encouraged by fuch a (hare in your 
confidence and efteem, as'would have fecured me againft 
your apprehended worft co.nftruftions of what I 
(hould from time to time have revealed to you* and 
confulted you upon. For never was there a franker 
heart ; nor a man fo ready to accufe himfelf [X^*^ 
Belfordy is true"]. But you' know* Madam* how much 
otherwife it has been between us. — i)oubt* diftance, 
refcrvc, on your part, begat doubt, fear, awe, on 
iniDe« — How little confidence ! as if we apprehended 
each other to be a Plotter rather than a Lover. How 
have I dreaded every Letter that has been brought you 
from Wilfon*s! — And with reafon ; fince the laft> 
from which I expcAed fo much* on account of the 
propofals Ihad made you in writing, has, if I may 
judge by. the efPeQs* Ad by your denial of feeing me 
yefierday (tho' ycu could go abroad* and in a chair 
too* to avoid ny attendance on y^u) fet you againft 
mt more than ever. 

I was guilty, it feems> of going to churcb* faid the 
indignant Charrner; and.without the company of a 
man, whofe choice it would not have been to go, had I 
not gone—I was guilty of defiring to have the whole 
Sunday to myfelf, after I had obliged you* again (I my 
vrill* at a Play ; and after yoil had detained me (e* 
qually to my diflike) to a very late hour over-night. 
— Thefc were my faults : For ihcfc I was to be pu- 
. DiQied : I was to be compelled to fee you* and to be 
terrified when I did fee you, by the moft /hocking 
ill-humour that was ever fhewn to a creature in my 
circumftances* and not bound to bear it. Tou have 
pretended to find free fault with my Father's lemper, 
Mr, Lovelace: But the worft that he ever fliewed 
after marriage, was not in the lea A to be compared 
iQ what you have (hewn twenty times heforehAud, — 
^nd what are axy profpcfts with 50)1^ ^VN.Vkt.'st.Y^^a^^X 

— Vc^ 
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—My indignation rifes againft you, Mr. Lovelace, 
while. I (jpcak to youj when I recoiled the many in- 
ftancet, equally ungenerous and unpolite, of your 
behaviour to one whom yon have brought into diftrefs 
— *And I can hardly bear yoo m<my fight. 

She turned from me,, (binding up;^ and lifting Dp 
her folded hands, and charming eyes fwimming in tears* 
O my Faiher^.faid the inimitable creature, you might 
have fpared your heavy curfe, had you known how V 
Have been puiHfhed, ever fince my fwerving feet led 
me out of your garden-doors to meet this man i— 
Then, finking into her chair, a burft of paffionate 
tears forced their way down her glowing cheeks. 

My deareft life, taking her flill folded hands in mine, . 
who can bear an invocation fo affeAingi tho' fe paf- 
fionate ? 

And, as I hope fo live, my nofe tingled, as I once, . 
when a boy, remember it did (^nd indeed once more 
very lately) juft before fome tears came into my eyes; 
and I durft hardly truft my face in view of hers. 

What have I done to deferve this impatient excla- 
mation ? — Have I, at any time, by word; by deeds, 
by looks, given you caufe to doubt my honour, .my 
reverence, my adoration, I may call it, of your virtues ? 
All is owing to mirapprehenfion, I hope, on both 
fides. Condcfceod to clear up but your part, as I will 
mine, and all mud fpcediiy be happy .-^ Would to 
Heaven I loved that Heaven as I love you ! And yet,. 
if I doubted a Return in Love, let me perifh if I fhould 
know how to wiih you mine ! — Give me hope, deareft 
creature, give me but hope, that I am your prefer- 
able choice !— Give me but hope, that you hate me 
not : that you do not defpife me. 

O Mr. Lovelace, we have been long enough toge- 
ther, to be tired of each other's humours and ways ; 
ways and hamours fo different, that perhaps you ought 
to diflike m<, as much as I ^o you* — I think, I think, 
ihait 1 cannot make an anCwcrable return to the value 

^ou 
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▼ou profefs for me. My temper is utterly ruined. 
You have gifen me an ill opiivioaof all mankiadj of 
yourfelf ia particular : And withal fo bad a one of 
ibyfelf, that I (hail never be able to look up, having 
utterly and for ever loft all that fclf ^complacency, and 
coofcious pride, which are fo necefTary to carry a 
woman tluough this life with tolerable fati$faflion to 
herfelf. 

Slie psufed. I was (Uent. By my Soul, thought !» 
this fweet creature will at laft undo me ! 

She proceeded. — What now remains, but that you 
pronounce me free of all obligation to you f And that 
you hinder me not from purfuing the deftiny that 
fhall be .allotted me ? 

Again (he paufed. I was ftill filent ; meditating 
whether to renounce all hirther deiigns upon her | 
whether I had not received fufficient evidence of ^ 
virtue, and of a greatcefs of foul, th^t could not be 
queftionedl or impeacl^ed. 

She went on : Propitious to me be your filence; 
Mr..Lovelace! — Tell me, that I am free of all obli-^ 
gation to you. Tou know, I never made you pro* 
mifcs. — You know, that you are not under any to 
ffir..— My broken fortunes I matter not — 

She was proceeding — My deareft life, faid I, I 
have been all this time, tho' you fill me with doubts 
of your favour, bufy in the nuptial preparations. I 
am actually in treaty for Equipage. 

Equipage, Sir ! — Trappings, Tinfel !— What is 
Equipage ; what is Life ; what is any-thing ; to a 
creature funk fo low as I am in my own opinion !— - 
Labouring under a Father's Curfe I — Unable to look 
backward* without felf-reproach, or forward without 
terror !— -Thcfe refleftions ftrengthened by every crofs 
accident ! — And what but crofs accidents befal me i 
— A|l my darling fchemes dalhed in pieces ; all my 
hopes at an end; deny me not the liberty to refuge 
myfdf in fomc obfcure corner, where tk&vxk^^'e xVa^ 
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coeinies foa have made me, nor the few friends yoa 
hJTc left me, maj ever hear of the fuppofed Ralh 
ooe till thole happy moments arc at hand, which 
Ihali ez(Hate for all ! 

I had not a word to fay for myfelf. Such a war 
in my mind had I never known • Gratitude, and 
Adm:nti;>a of the excellent creature before me, com- 
bating with tillainous Habir^ with refolutions (o pre- 
■Ktlicaredly made, and with views fo much gloried 
in ! — An hundred new contrivances in my head, and 
m my heart, that, to be hone f^, as it is called, mull 
all be given op, by a heart delighting in intrigue and 
dt£cu!tT— Mift flovc"^ virulences endeavoured to be 
recollected^ Yet recoUefiion refufing to bring them 
forwtird with the requifite efficacy — I had certainly 
been a loft snn, had not Dorcas come feafonably in, 
with a Letter. — On the fuperfcription written — Be 

1 rettrcvi to the window — opened it, — It was from 
I^orcas herfelf. — Thile the coiucnis — ' Be pleafed to 
• Jctain my Lady : A pjpcr of importance to tran* 
» t'ct'Csr. 1 will cough when I bave vione.' 

I v^^^ (he paper in my pecker, and turned to my 
Charmer^ lets dircoucerted, js (he, by that time, had 
jih's> A little recovered herlCiF. — Oiic favour, deareft 
creaturc-^Let me but know, whwiher Mifs Howe 
a^'pAv>vc* or diupprovcs of my propoials I — I know 
]^<«: to fcK; luy eiKmy. I was iu'endiug :o account to 
' <WC the change of behaviour you accufed me of 
k||^iniQg of this converfation } but was di- 
U by your vehemence. Indeed, my he- 
re* you were very vehement. Do you 
•*tt not be matter of high regret to me, 
^''^^ to often delayed and pollponed in 
IC prcuv«i\iaant view to a Reconciliation 
who wrU Uv L be reconciled to you ? — 
Muig jottr ccclining to celebrate our 
.^Mcaffift «d «.^wa^ tho* you were 
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fa atrac'ionlij trcatsi bv jamr Si&er, mnd joor vbole 

£2xniif ; und '.'iiZf io ardzzxdw p:c&d to cekbrate by 

jDC — ^Td L&is was o«rl:^g tike rcadf offlancc 3*00 rooET 

ai 2CT fonr friszLdb ^ sjid &i the tmiruling JKteaopt I 

mmdc tD ice £ drop: Trfrrier ; lixde wxaginTnj from 

whfct rwD fucii ladis cosld vrire to cadi cdt^, 

tiist dcrs Lould bs ro3in for mortal difpHcafore. — ^To 

thif WBS oving the vsek s di&aoce J03 held mc at^ 

dH T0IX knfv the i£ae of aapiher applicanoQ. — Bac 

vhcs tbcy had rrieaed xliax ; vhcn yaa had feot mj 

coIdij-TBCOTej propcsikls to Mils Hove f jr her ap» 

profaauon or advice, as indeed 1 adTiicd ; and had 

boDOSxred xoe viih vonr compuij at the Phj oo Sa* 

tmdsy zijght ^znj vhole behaT»mr oDob^efiibk to the 

lafiboBT; ; mizfi zk>i, Maine, the fodden chaoge in 

yoor fff^i^'*^ the Tezy next moixiag, afiooilh acfd di* 

fttdb me. - — And tlus pcrfisicd in with &ill fmmger 

de ciaia iaoos, after yon had received the impatiently* 

f f^t^^i^ Letter £rji2i Mils Howe ; moft 1 not coo- 

didc, chat all vas ovjog to her infloeDce i and chat 

fbaaecxher appiicafion or prc>jccl was medicating, due 

andc k nccznary co keep me again at diftancc till 

ihe fcfnk were known, aiid which was co deprive me 

of yon for ever : for was not that your conftandy 

propoled preliminary ? — Well, Kfadam, might I be 

vrODgjht up CO a half-phrenfy by this apprehenfion ; 

and wcfl nug^t I charge you with hating me«-^ 

And DOW, deareft creatnre, let me know, I once 

more aflc yon, what b Mils Howe*s opinion of my 

propoGds i 

Were I difpofed co debace wich yon, Mr. Lc»ve» 
lace, I conld very eafily aofwer your fine harangue, 
Bnc ae prefenc, I fhali only fay, chac your ways have 
been veiy onaccoimisUe. Yon feem co wot» if your 
m^upwy vere always juft, co have caken great pains 
to embarrals chem. Whccher €>wiog in you co the 
want of a clear head> or^a found hean, I cannot dc« 

lenDiaei bat it b co tbe waai gf vttc «C ^bA») l^itc^ 
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think, that I am to afcribe the greaceft part of your 
ftrange conduA. 

Curfe upon the heart of the licde devil, faid I, who. 
inftigates you to thiolc fo hardly of «he faichfuUeft 
heart in the world 1 

How dare you, Sir ? — And there flic ftopt^ having 
almoft overfhot herfelf ; as I defigned (he fhould. 

How dare I vihat^ Madam ^ And I looked with 
meaning. How dare I what f 

Vile man ! — And do you — And thexe again fhe 
fiopt. 

Do I whdty Madam .'r— And why vHe man f 

How dare you curfe any-body in my prefence ? 

the fweet receder \ fiut that was not :to go off fo 
with a Lovelace. 

Why then, dearcft creature, is there any-hody that 
inftigates you ? — ^If there btfj again I curk them, be 
they whom they will. 

She was in a charming pretty paffion. — And this 
was the firft time that I had the odds in my favour. 

Well, Madam, it is juft as I tbot^ght. And now 
I know how to account for a temper that I hope is 
not natural to you. 

Artful wretch! And is it thus yon would entrap 
me ? — But know. Sir, that i receive Letters from no- 
body but Mifs Howe. Mifs Howe Iftkes fome of your 
ways as little as I do ; for i have fet every thing be- 
fore her. Yet fhe is thus far your enemyt as fhe 
is mine — She thinks I fhould not rcfufc your offers; 
but endeavour to make the befl of my lot. And 
now you have the truth. Would to heaven jou were 
capable of dealing with equal fincerity ! 

1 anit Madam. And here, on my knee, I «enew 
my vows, and my fupplication, that you will make 
^nwj yours — Yours for ever — And let me^havecaufe 
^o'blefs you and Mift Howe in the fame breath. 

„" To fay the truth, Belford, I had before begun to 
Ihmk thu the vixen of a girl, who xcttainly-^ikes xiof. 
UkmsiD, was in love vfith Tnc« 
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^ife. Sit) from your too-readj knees ; and mock 
ttfe not, 

Tbi^reddy knees^ thought I ! — Though^ this humble 
poAure fo little afieAs thiV proud Beauty^ (he knows 
not how much I have obtained of others of her Sex, 
nor how often I have been forgivea for the laft at- 
teoiptSy by kneeling. 

Mock yout Madam! — And I arofe> and re- urged 
bcr for the Day. I blamed myfelf at the fame time, 
for the invitation I bad given to Lord M. as it might 
fubjeA me to delay from his infirmities: But told her, 
that I would write to him to excufe me, if ihe had 
no predion ; or to give him the Bay ihe would give 
rat, aiMi noc wait for himj if he could not come in 
time. 

l^y Day, Sir, faid (he, is Never. Be not farpri- 
^ImL a perfOn of politenefs judging between us 
•vould not be Xurprifcd that I fay fo. But indeed, 
Mr. 'Lovelace fnd wept through impatience^ you ei- 
ther koQw not Jiow to ^treat with a mind of the leaft 
degree of delicacy, notwithftanding your Birth and 
Education, or you are at) ungrateful man ; and Lifter 
a:patiie] a worfi than ungrateful one. 3uti will re- 
tire. I will fee you again to-morrow. I cannot be- 
fore. I think I hate you — You may look — Indeed I 
think I hate you. And if, upon a re-examination of 
my own heart, I find I do, J would not for the world 
that matters fhould go on farther between us. 

But I fee, I fee, ihe does not hate me ! — How 
.it would mortify my vanity, if I thought there was 
:4a woman in the world, much more this, that could 
baU me !^-*Tis evident, villain is ihe thinks me, 
that>I (hould not be an odious villain, if I could but 
at lail in one inftance ceafe to be a villain ! She could 
not'hatd it, deterinined as ihe had thought herfelf, I 
faw ^y her eyes, the moment I endeavoured to 
diffipatc 'her apprehenfions, on my too^ready inees, 
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ts (he calif them. The moment the rough covering 
xny teaxing behaviour has thrown over her affedlions 
It quite removed, I doubt not to find all filk and filver 
at bottom, all foft, brighti and charming. 

I was however too much ?excd| difconcertedi mor- 
tified, to hinder her from retiring— And yet ffae had 
not gone, if Dorcas had not coughed. 

The wench came in, as foon as her Lady had re- 
tired, and gave me the copy (he had taken. And what 
fliould it be of but the anfwer the truly Admirable crea* 
ture had intended ro give to my written propoikls in 
relation to fettlements f 

I have but juft dipt into this affe^ing paper. Were 
I to read it attentively, not a wink ftould I fleep this 
night. To-morrow it ihall obiaio my ferious confidcr- 
atioo. 

LETTER XXXVI. 

^/r. Lovelace, 7(?John BblforDi EJ^i 

Tvefday Mornings May 23. 

TH E dear creature deiires to be excufed feeing me 
til] evening. She is not very well, its Dorcas tells 

sne. 

Read here, if thou wilt, the paper tranfcribed by 
Dorcas. It is impoflible that I (hould proceed with 
my projects agalnft this admirable woman, were it not 
that I am refolved, after a few trials more, if as nobly 
fuAained as tbofe ihe has already pafTed through, to 
make her (if ihe really hate me not) legally mine. 

7i Mr. Lo VE L A c B. 

HEN a woman is married, tliat fupreme 

earthly obligation requires, that in all inftances 

€ her hu1band*s real honour is concerned, flie 

jicM ber own will to his. But| beforehand. 
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* I could be giad| conformably to what I hive al- 

* wayi fjgnlfied, to have the moft explicit afluranccs, 
^ .that every pofllble way (hould be tried to avoid 1!- 

* tigation with my Father. Time and patience will 

* fubdue all things My profpffts of TiappincP? arc 

* eX'.remely cobtra^led, A Hufband's right will I e 

* always the fame. In my life-time I could wifh no- 

* thing to be done of this fort. Your circumflances,. 

* Sir, will not oblige you to extort violently from 

* him what is in his hands. All that depends upon 

* met either with regard to my Perfon, to my Pi - 

* verfioDs, or to the^^ )tconomy that no married wo- 

* man, of whatever Rank or Qjiality, fliould be above 

* infpe£ting, (hall be done, t(/ prevent a neccfli'.y for 

* fuch meafures being taken. And if there will be 

* no nccejfity for them, it is to be hoped that motives 

* lefs excufable will not have force — Motives which 
' mu{l be founded in a Littlenefs of Mind, which a 
' woman who has not that Littlenefs of Mind, will 
' be under fuch temptations as her duty will hardly 
' be able at all times to check, to dcfpife her Hufbdnd 

* for having ; efpecially in cafes where her own fa- 
' mily, ib>much a part of herfelf, and which will 
' have obligations upon her (ho' then but /aonJary 

* ones) from which (he can never be freed, is inti- 
' mately concerned, 

• This article, theii, I urge to your moft fcrious 

* confideration, as what lies next my heart. I enter 
' not here minutely into the fatal mifunderitanding 

■* between them and you : The fault may be in both. 

* But, Sir, j/cttri was the foundation fault : At Icaft, 

* you gave a too plau(ible pretence for my bfo'her's 

* antipathy to work upon. Condcfcen(ion was no part 
' of your ftudy. You cbofe to bear the imputations 
' laid CO .your charge, rather than to make it your 
^ endeavour to obviate them. 

* Bur cbis'may leAd into hatctoV TccvS'crvvtvAVxci^ — 
< Let it be remembered, 1 wiiV oiAn ^an , \^ ^^ 

Vol. IV. JL ^ ^^^ 
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phcc, that, in their eye, you have robbed thetn of 
a daughter they doated upon ; and that their re- 
fcntments on this occafion rife but in proportion to 
their love, and their dirappointment. If they were 
faulty in lo nc of the meafures they took, while thej 
thcnij'elves did not think fo, who fkall judge for 
them ? You, Sir, who will judge evcry-body as you 
pkafe, and will let no-body judge you, in your own 
particular, muft not be /^Wr judge. — It nxay there- 
fore be txptded, that they will ftand out, 
* As for ^^yft-ify Sir, I muft leave it [So feeros it to 
be dcAinedJ to your juftice, to treat me as you 
fliall thiiik I defervc : But if your future behaviour 
to them is not gfwerned by that harih-founding im- 
placablenefs, which you. charge upon iotixc o^ their 
tempcrrs, the fplendor of your family, and the ex- 
cellent charaft'.r o{ fome ot theoi (of all indeed, un- 
lefs your own confcience furnilhes you with one only 
exception) will, on better confidcration, do every- 
ihiug with them : For they may be overcome ^ per- 
ha; s, novvcvcr, wirh the more difficulty, as the 
Ijreatly profperous kfs bear cootroul and difappoint- 
ment than others: For I will own to you, that I 
have ofrcn in lecret lameored, that their great ac- 
quirements have been a inare to them ; perhaps as 
^.reat a Inare, as lome other accidentals have been to 
\ou ; which bcitig lefs immediately your own gifts, 
vou have liill Icis reaion than they to value your- 
ftlf upon them. 

* Let me only, on this fubjedl, further obferve, 
that Condelctnlion is not Meannefs. There is a 
gl« ry in yielding, that hardly any violent ipirii can 
judge oF. My Bro'.her, perhap-^, is no more (eniible 
of //>/J han yoij. But. as you have talents which 
h( ha^ not (who, however, has, as I hope, that 
itgaid foi n»« lals, the waiit of which mak. s one 
0/ his objcdiocs to you.) I could, wifti it mav not 

• be 
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"be owing to ^cw, th^t your mutual diillkes to each 
other do not fubfide ; ior it is my carnell hope, 
that in time you may fee each other, without ex- 
citing the fears of a Wife and a Sifter, for the 
conlequence. Not that I fhould wifli you to yield 
in points that truly concerned your honour : No, 
Sir ; I would be as delicate in fuch, as you your- 
felf : More delicate^ I will venture to fay, becaufe 
more uniformly To. How vain, how contemptible, 
is that pride, which (hews itlelf in ftanding upon 
diminutive obfcrvances; and gives up, and makes a 
jeftof, the raoilimportam Duties ! 
* This article being confidercd as I wifh, all the 
reft will be eafy. Were I to accept of the ,hand- 
fome feparate provifion you feem to iiiteiid me ; 
added to the confidcrable fums arifen from my 
Grandfather's Eftate (ince his death (more ..con- 
fiderable, than perhaps you may fuppoie from your 
QlFer); I fliould thidk it my duty to lay up for the 
family-good, and for unforefeen events, out of it : 
For, as to my donations, I would generally con- 
fine myfelf in them till the tenth of my income, 
be it what it would, I aim at no glare in what I 
do of that fort All I wiih for, is the power of 
relieving the Lame, the Blind, the Sick, and the 
induilrous Poor, and thole whom accident has 
made fo, or iudden diOrefs reduced. The com- 
mon or bred beggars I leave to others, and to the 
public provilion. They cannot be lower : Perhaps 
thry wifli not to be higher : And> not able to do 
for exeiy one, I aim not at works of fupercrj- 
gation. Two nundrcd pounds a year would do all 
I w':lh to do of the feparate fort : For all above, 
I would content myfdf to alk you ; except, mil- 
iiulting your own occonoaiy, you would give up 
to- my manag^mrnt and keeping, in order to yr^- 
vidc for tuturd curuingencvcs^ 21 W'j^^t '^vi\vvv::i\\ 
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for which, as your flcward, I would regularly ac- 
count. 

* As to * clothes, I hare particularly two fuits, 
which, having been only in a manner tried on, 
would anfwer for any prefent occafion. Jewels I 
have of my Grandmother's, which want only new- 
fetting : Another Set I have, which on particular 
Days I ufed to wear. Although thcfc are not fcnc 
me, I have no doubt, being merely perfonals, but 
they will, when I fend for them in another niime : 
Till when I ftiould not chufc to wear any. 

* As 10 your complaints of my diffidence, and 
the like, I appeal to )Our own heart, if it be pof- 
fible for you to make my cafe your own for one 
moment, and. to rctrolpcdl fome parts of your be- 
haviour, words, and actions, whether I am not 
raiher to be ju^ified than cenlured : And whether, 
of all men in the world, avowing what you avowy 
you ought not to think fo. It you do not, let 
me admonifh you. Sir, from the very great nrrf- 
match that then muft appear to be in our minds, 
ncvtr to Itck, nor fo much as wifh, to bring 
about the moj} intimate union of interefts between 
Yobifelf and 

-« Ma) 20' * Clarissa Harlowe.V 

The original of this charming paper, as Dorcas tells 
me, was tcvn almoft in two. In one of her pets, I 
fiippofe ! What bulinel's have the Sex, whofe princi- 
pal glory is n:etkncis, and patience, and rtfignation, 
to bt in a paffion, I trow ? — Will not fhf, who al- 
lows heifeif iuch liberties as a Maiden, take greater 
when married ? 

And a wife to be in a paflion ! — Let me tell the 
Ladi. f, it is an impudent thing, begging their par- 
don, and as imfridcnt as impudent, ior a wr/e to be 
Jn a pnlTion, if ffie mean not ttcrnal fcparation, or 
"hkcd (icliaiKCy by it : T?Qt \i \s uot tt\t&ins at 
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once all that expoftulatory mccknel^, and gentle rea- 
foQiog^ mingled with fighs as gentle, and graced with 
bent knees, fupplicacing hands, and eyes lifted up to 
your imperial countenance, juft running over, that 
Ihould make a reconciliation fpecdy, and as lading 
as fpcedy ? Even fuppofe the huiband is in the wrong, 
will not his being fo give the greater force to her 
cilpoftulation I 

Now I think of it, a xmnjhoiild hz in the wrong 
now-and-thcn, to make his wife Ihine, Mifs Howe 
tells my Charmer, that Adverfiiy is her fhining- 
time. 'Tis a generous thing in a man to make his 
wife (hinc at his own exp'encc : To give her leave 
to triumph over him bv patient reafoning : For were 
he to be too imperial to acknowledge his fault on the 
fpot^ fhe will find the benefit of her duty and fub- 
miflion in future^ and io the high opinion- he will 
conceive of her prudence and obligingoefs — And 
fo, by* degrccsj flie will become h-r mafter's 
maftcr. • 

But for a wife to coAie up with a kemboed arm, and 
the other hand thrown out, perhaps with a pointing 
finger— Look ye here, Sir I — Take notice ! — If you 
arc wrong, /'// be wrong I — If you arp in a paffion, 
/V/ be in a paffion !— Rebuff, for rebuff, Sir I If 
you fly, rii tear ! — If ;cz/Ywear, ri/ cur fc ! — And 
the fame room,' and the fame bed, fliall not hold 
us. Sir !-^For, remember, I am married. Sir! — I 
am a wife, Sir! — You can*i help yourfclf, Sir! — 
Your honour, as well as your peace, is in my keep- 
ing ! — And, if you like not this treatment, you may 
have worfe, Sir ! 

Ah ! Jack ! Jack I What man, who has obferved 
ihefe things, either implied, or exprejjed, in other fa- 
milies, would wifh to be an hofb^nd 1 

Dorcas found this paper in one of the drawers of 
her Lady's drc fling- table. She vi^s te^^\>aJv\^'|,\^^^ -^^ 
ihe fuppofcs, when the houttt* ^^^Oa. c^\\\^^ ^ 

L 3 
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mcflagc to defire her to favour me at the tea-table ; 
for (he-faw her pop a paper into the drawer as (he 
came in ; and there, on her miflrefs*s going to meet 
me in the Dining-room, (he found it ;. and to be This. 

But I had better not to have had a copy of it, as 
far as I know: For, determined as I was before upon 
my operations, it indantly turned all my refblutions in 
her favour. Yet I would give fomething to be con- 
irinced, that {he did not pop it into her drawer be- 
fore the wench, in order for me to fee it;, and per- 
haps (if I were to take notice of it) to difcover whe- 
ther Dorcas, according to Mifs Howe*s advice, were 
mofV my friend or hers. 

The very fufpicion of this will do her no good: 
For I cannot bear to be artfully deceit with. Pcopl« 
love to enjoy their own peculiar talents in monopoly^ 
as I may fay. I am aware, that it will ftrenjgthen thy 
arguments againfl me in her behalf. But I know 
every tittle ihou canft fay upon ii. Spare therefore 
thy wambling nonfenfe, I d<^re thee; and leave this 
fwcet cxceJlence and me to our faie i That will deter- 
mine yE?r uf, as it fhall pleaie itfclf: For as Cowky 
fays, 

yin unficn hand makes all our moves : 
And jome are great ^ and fjjiic are /mall ; 

Seme climb to goody Jome from good for tune fall : 
S'pie wife 7nen, and Jome fools ue call\ 

Figures t alas ! of Jjiech I — For dejiiny plays us all. 

Bus aficr all, I am forry, almcjl forry (for how 
fhall I do 10 be quite furry, when ii is not given to me 
to be To ?) that J cannot, unnl I have made further 
tiials, relolve upon wedlock. 

I have jufi: read over again this intended anfwer to 
my propofals : And how I adore her fcr it ! 

But yciy anoihcr 2t/ /-r-She has not given it or 

fcnt 
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fcnt it to mc. — It is not therefore her anfwer. It is 
not written /or me, though to me. 

Nay, fhelias noi intended to hnd it to me: She has 
even torn it, perhaps with indignation, as thinking it 
too good for me. By this aftion (he abfolurely rctracks 
it. Why then does rrty foolifh fondnefs Teek to clla- 
blifti for her the fatne merit in my heart, ai if flic a- 
vowed it ? Prithee, dear Belford, once more, leave 
us to our fate ; and do not thoa interpofe with thy 
noofcnfe, to weaken a fpirit already too fqueamiih, 
and ftrcngihen a confcience that has d<iclared itfelf oc 
her party. 

Then again, remember thy recent dlfc^^verles, Love- 
lace ! Remember her indifference, attendvd with all 
the appearance of contempt and hatred. View her, 
even nowt wrapt up in refeive and myftcry ; medita- 
ting plots, as far as thou knoweft,- againil the Sove- 
reignty thou haft, by right of conqueft, obtaintd 
over her. Remember, in fhort, all thou h^ft threat- 
ened to remember againft this infolcnt Beauty, who is 
a Rebel to the power {he has lifted under. 

But yer, how doft thou propofe to fubdue tho 
fweet enemy ! — Abborrtd \yjJorce^ be \\\t necejfiiy of 
force, if that can be avoided! rheVe is no triuaiph 
\w force — No conqueft over ihe will — No prevaiLng, 
by gentle degrees, Qver the genile paffions! — Force is 
the dtvil ! - - 

My cujfed character, as I have often faid, was 
againft me at fttting-out — Yet is ftie not a -woman ? 
Cannot I find one yielding or but hilf-yielJing mo- 
ment, if ftie do not abloiutely hate me? 

But with what can I tempt her? — Riches flie 
was born to, and delpifes, knowing what they are. 
Jewels and Ornaments, to a inind io much a jewel, 
and fo richly fet, her worthy confcioufnefs will not 
let her value. Love — If ihe be fufceptible of Love, 
it fecms to be {o miich under the dU€,C\!vo^ vi^'^^^v^- 

L 4 ^^\x^~^ 
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dcncc, chat one unguarded momeot, I fear, cannot 
be reafooably hoped for : And To much Vigilance, 
fo much Apprchenfivcncfs, that her fears are ever 
aforeband wiih her dangers. * Then her Love or 
Virtue fcems 10 be Principi^ native Principle* or, 
if not native, fo deeply rooted, that its fibres have 
ilruck into her heart, and, as £he grew up, (o blended 
and twif^ed thettifelves with the Arings of life, that I 
doubt there is no leparaiing of the one wiihour cut- 
ling the others afunder. 

What then can be done to make fuch a matchleis 
creature get over. the firft lefts, in order to put her 
to the grand proof, whet/jcr once overcome t Jhe wiilnot 
he alivnyr overcome? 

Our Mother and her nymphs fay, I am a perfeA 
Craven, and no Lovelace : And fo I think. But 
this is no iimpering, fmiling charmer, as I have 
found others to be, when I have touched upon af« 
fcfting fubjefts at a diftancc ; as once or twice I have 
tried to her, the Mother introducing ihem (to make 
Scx pallrate the freedom to Sex) when only we three 
togeiher. She is above the afF.ftation of not feem- 

trtg to undsrffand you. She fheWI by her dilplfiflf/ 
fisi'6, end a fiercenefii r.ot natural to her eyei that 
Ihe judges of an Impuie heart by an Impure mouih| 
and dills dead at once even the embryo hopes of 
an tncroaching Lover, however diftanily infinuated, 
before the meaning hint can dawn into double en- 
icndte. 

By my faiih, Jack, as I fit gazing upon her, my 
whole loul in my eyes, contemplating her perfedtion??, 
and thii\king, when I have feen her eafy and ferene, 
what would be her thought?, did^?;^ know my heart 
as well as / know it ; when 1 behold her dHturbed 
and jealous, and think of the jujinefs of her appre- 
hcnlions, and thit Ihe cannot fear fo much, as 
there is rctf.v; for her to fear \ my heart often mif- 
givcs m^. 
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And mnft, think I, creature fo divinely excel- 
lent, and fo beloved of mf foul, ihofc arms, thofc 
encircling arms, that would make a monarch happy, 
be ufcd to repel, brutal force i all their ftrcngth, un- 
' availingly, perhaps, exerted to repel it^ and to defend 
■ a perfon fo delicately framed ? Can violence enter in- 
to the heart of a wretch, who might intiile himfclf 
to all her willing, yet virtuous Love, and m.ikc the 
blcflingshcarp?reih after, hcv duty to confer? — Begone, 
vili'ain-purpofes ! Sink ye all to the hell that could 
only infpire ye ! And I am then ready to throw my- 
felF at her feet, to confefs my villainous defigns, to 
avow my repentance, and put it out of my power to 
a£t unworthily by fuch an excellence. 

How then comes it, that all thefc compaffionate, 
and, as ,fome would call ihem, hnefi Senlibilities go 
off ?_ Why, Mifs Howe will tell thee : She fays, I 
am the devil,'— By my cotifcicTice, I think he has at 
prcfent a great (hare in me. 

There's ingenuoufneTs ! — How I lay myfelf open 
to thee ! — But feeft thou not, that the more I fay 
againd myfclf, the lcf> room there is for thee to take 
me tp taik ? — O Belford, Belford ! I cannot, cannot 
(a(. leaft ^/ /)r^;^/ 1 cannot) marry. 

Then her family, my bitter enemies — To fupple 
to them^ or, if 1 do not, to make her as unhappy as 
{he can be from -my attempts-^ 

Then does fhe not I jve Them too much, Me too 
little ? 

She now feems to defpife me : Mifs Howe de- 
clares, that Ihc really does defpife me. To be de- 
fpifedby a Wife ! — What a thought is that! — To 
\iQ excelled by a Wife tjo, in every part of praife- 
worihy knowledge ! — To take lejfonsy to take iri' 
Jlru5lions^ from a Wife Y-^^More thati dtfpile m 
flic herfclf has taken, time to confider whether (he 
does not hate me : — / hate youy Lovelace, with my 
Vihcle hecuty faid fh^ to me but 'J^ft.tiivj \ ^^^-^ J^*^^^ 

Ls U 
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is a!'Ove thee^ man I — Urge me not /# tell thee, bow fin- 
ctrely I think my foul above thee ! — How poor indeed 
was I then, even in my own heart I — So v'tjible a fu- 
periority, to fo proud a fpiric as mine !-*-And here 
from Below, from Below indeed ! from thefc ivo- 
mi'n! I am fo goaded on — 

Yet 'tis poor too, to think myfelf a machine in the 
hands of fuch wretches* — I am no machine. — Love- 
lace, thou art bafc to thyfelf, but io fuppofe thyfcif a 
machine. 

But having gone thus far, I (hould be unhappy, if. 
after marriage, in the petulance of ill humour, I had 
it to reproach myfelf, th^it I did not try her to the 
utmod. And yet I don't know how it is, but this 
Lady, the moment I come into her prrfence, half- 
affimilates me to her own virtue. — Once or twice (to. 
fay nothing of her triumph over me on Sunday night) 
I was prevailed upon to flufter myfelf, with an inten- 
tion to make f)mc advances, which, if obliged to re- 
cede, I might lay upon r.nlcd fpirirs : But the inftant 
I beheld her, I was ibberized into awe and reverence : 
And the m.ijcdy of her even vifible purity firft damped, 
and then extinguifhed, my double flame. 

What a furpiifiiigly powerful effect, fo much and 
fo lon»? in my po'vcr, Jht ! fo inftigated by fome of 
her own Srx, and fo ftimularcd by Pailion, // — How 
can this be accounted for, in a Lovelace ! 

Hut what a heap of llufF have I written ! — How 
have I been run aw.iy with! — By what? — Cacft 
thou iay by what ? — O thoii lurking varletefs CoN- 
sciJKCi- ! — Is it Thou, that haft thus made me of 
parry tgainft myfciU ? — How camcft thou in ? — In 
whar vMfguii'e. thou egiegioiis haunter of my more 
sgrec.iblc hour? ? — Stand thoUy v.n\hfatey but neuter 
in th'^ c<^)inrovcily ; and, if I cjnnoc do credit to 
human nature, and to tlie female Se:*, by bringing 
down fuch an angd as this to dafs with and adorn 

it 
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It (for adorn it fhc does in her very foibles) ihen I am 
all yours,' and never will refift you more. 

Here I arofe. I (hook myfclf. The window was 
open. Away the troublcfome bofom-vifitor, the in- 
truder, is flown. — I fee it yei ! — I fee it yet .' — And 
now it Icflbns to my aching eye 1 — And now the clefc 
Air is clofcd after it, and it is out of fight ! — And 
once more I am 

Robert Lovelace. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

/^r. LovELACF, 7b JoH N Belford, Efq\ 

Turf Jay t May 23. 

WELL did I, and but jufl: in time, conclude to 
have done with Mrs, Frctchvillc and the houfc : 
For her Mcnnell has declartd, that he cannot in con- 
fciencc and honour go any^ farther. — H:: would not 
for the world be acccilory to the deceiving or fuch a 
Lady ! I was a fool to let either you or hi/n fee liei 5 
for ever fmce ye have both had fcruples, . which nei- 
ther would hive had*, were a woman to have been ia 
ihe qucrtion. 

Well, I can't help it! 

MenncU has, however, though with fomc reluc- 
tance, conftnted to write me a Letter, provided I vvill 
alIo^v it to be the laft ilep he (liall take in this affair. 

I prefumed, I told him, that W I could caufe Mrs. 
Frctchville's woman to lupply his place, he would have 
no objection to that. 

None, he fays — But is it not pity—^ 

A pitiful tellow ! Such a ridiculous kind of pity 
A/V, as thofe filly fools have, who would not kill an 
inncccnt chicken tor the world ; nut when killed to' 
their hands, are always the moft greedy dtvoureis 
of it* 

L S ^^ 
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Na^ this Letter gives the fcrvaat the Scnall-pox : 
And (he has given it htt unhappy vapourilh Lidy. 
Vapourifh poople are perpetual fubje£ls for difeafcs to 
work upon. Name but the nvalady, and it is theirs m 
a moment. Ever fitted for Inicalation. — The phyii- 
cal tribes milch-cows. — A va(>ourifh or fplenetic pa- 
tient is a Fiddle for the doftors"; and they are eter- 
nally playing upon ir. Sweet mufic does it m^i^ 
them. Ail their difficulty, except a caufe extraordi- 
nary happens (as poor Mrs, Fretchville's, who has re- 
a/ized her apprchenfions) is but to hold their counte- 
nance, while their patient is drawing up a BiH ok In- 
di^ment agairift himfclf 5 — and when they have heard 
it, proceed to punijb : — The right word for prefcribe. 
Why fliould th^ not, when the criminal has confefT- 

ed his guilt ? And puni/b they generally do with a 

vengeance. 

Yet, filly toads too, now I think of it. For why, 
when they know they cannot do good, may they not 
as well endeavour to gratify, as to naufeate, the pa- 
licnt's palate ? 

Were I a phyfician, Pd get all the trade to myfelf : 
For Malmfcy, and Cyprus, and the generous produft 
of tht Cape, a little difguifed, (hould be my principal 
dofes: As thefd would create ne v ipirits, how would the 
revived patient covft the phyfic, and adore the doftor! 

Give all the paradcrs of the faculty whom thou 
knoweft, this hint. — There could but one incon- 
venience arife from it. The Apothecaries 
would find their medicines coft them fomething : But 
the demand for quantities v/ould anfwer that; Since 
the honeft Nurse would be the patient's tafter ; 
perpetually requiring repeiiiions of the lafi cordial 
julap. 

Well, but to the Letter — Yet what need of fur- 
ther explanation after the hints iti my former i The 
widow can't be removed ; and that*s enough : And 

Men- 
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Mconeirs work is over : and his confcieiice left to 
plague hicn for his o\¥a das, and noc another man's : 
And, verypoffibly, plague enough /will it. give him for 
thofe. 

This Letter is direfted, To Robert Lovelace^ Efq; 
Off in his ahfence^ To his Lady, She had refufcd dining 
vrith me, or facing me ; and I was out when it came. 
She opened it : So is my Lady by her own cooient, 
proud and fiucy as (he is. 

I am glad at my heart that it came before we en- 
tirely make up* She would elfe perhaps have con- 
cluded it to be contrived for* a delay. And now, 
moreover, wd can accommodate our old and new 
quarrels together ; and that's contrivance, you know. 
fiut how is her dear haughty heart humbled to what 
it was when I knew her fiid, that^fbe can apprehend 
any delays from me ; and have nothing to do but, to 
vex at them ! 

1 came in to dinner. She fent me down the Letter, 
deiiring my excufe ^for opening it. — Did it before (he 
was aware^ Lady-pridcr, Belford ! — Rccollcdtion, 
then Retrogradaiion ! 

. I requeited to fee her upon it that moment. — But 
flie defires to fufpend our interview till morning. I 
will bring her to own, before I have donfe with hcr^ 
that (he can't fee me roo often. , 

My impatience was fo great, on an occafion fo un- 
f^peiled, that, I could uot help writing to tell her, 
How much vexed I was at the accident : But that 
it need not delay my happy Day, as That did not 
depend upon the houfe \hhc knew that before JheUl 
tkink\ and fo did i] :• And as Mrs. Fretchville, by 
Mr. Menoel), io handibmely exprefled her concern 
upon it, and her wilhes, that it could fuit us to bear 
with the unavoidable delay, I hoped, that going down 
to the Lawn for two or three of the fummer- months, 
when I was made the happieft of mcn^ -would be fa- 
vourable to all iou.id/ 
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The dear creafurc takes this incident to heart, I be- 
lieve : She has fent word to my repeated requeft to 
fee her notwiihflanding her denial, that (he cannot 
till the aiorning: It (hall be then at Six 6*cIock, if I 
pleafe ! 

To be fure I do pleafe ! 

Can fee her but once a day now, Jack? 

Did I tell ihee, that I wrote a Letter to my Coufin 
Montague, wondering that I heard not from Lord M. 
as the i'ubje^ was fo very interelHng ! In it I acquaint- 
ed her with the houfe I was about takings and with 
Mrs Fretchvilie's vapourlfh delays. 

I was very loth to engage my own family, either 
man or wuman, in this affair ; but I muft take my 
mcafurcs fecurcly : And already they alj think as bad 
of me as rhey well can. You obferve by my Lord 
M's Letter to ^ouifclf, that the well-manner'd Peer 
is afraid! (iTiould play this admirable creature one of 
my itfuai do^*s tricks. 

I have received juft now an anfwer from Char- 
lortf. \ 

Chailotrc i*n*t well. A Stoma. h-difv:)rder ! 

No wond r a Girl's ftomach (liould plague her. 
A finglc woman ; that's i'. When fhe has a man to 
plague, it will have fomeihing belides itfcU to prey 
upon. Knowed thou not moreover, that man is the 
Woman's Sun ; Woman is the Man's Eirih ? — How 
dreary, how delolate, the Earth, that the Sun fhiaes 
not upon ! 

Poor Charlotte ! But I heard fhe was not well : 
That encouraged me to write to her ; and to exprefs 
myfclf a little concerned, that (he had not of her 
own accord thought of a vific in town to my Char- 
mer. 

Here follows a copy of her Letter. Thou wilt 
fee by ir, that every little monkey is to catechife me. 
They ail depend upon my good-nature. 

Dear 
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Dear Coufiriy M, Hall^ May 22. 

\T7E have been ia daily hope for a long time, I 
^^ mart call ic, of hearing that the happy knot was 
tied. My Lord has been very much out of order : 
And yet nothing would fcrve him, but he would him- 
felf write an Anfwcr to your Leitter. It was the only 
opportunity he (hould ever have, perhaps, to throw 
in a little good advice to you, with the hope of its 
being of any fignification ; and he has been feveral 
hours in a day, as his gout would let hiai, bulled in 
it. It wants now only his lad revifal. He hopes it 
will have the greater weight with you, if it appear all 
in his own hand-writing. 

Indeed, Mr. Lovelace, his worthy heart is wrapt 
up in you, I wifh you loved yourfelf but half as well. 
But I believe too, thaiif all the famiiy loved you kfs, 
you would lovt yourfelf more. 

His Lordfhip has been very bofy, at the times he 
could not write, in conrultkr>g Pritchard about thofe 
Eftaies which he propofes to transfer to you on the 
happy occanon, that he may anfweryour Letter in the 
moft acceptable mannc r ; and fbew, by cffcfts, how 
kindly he takes your iftvuation. I afTure you, he is 
icighty proud of if. 

As for myfclf, I am not at all well, and have not 
been for fonxe weeks paft, with my old Stomach-dif- 
OFder. I had certainly elfe before now have done 
myielf the honour you wonder I have not done my- 
felf. Lady Beity, who would have accompanied 
xne (for we hadl laid it ail out) has been exceedingly 
bufy in her Law-affair ; her antagonifl, who is ac- 
tually on the tpot, having been making propofals for 
an accommodation. But you may affurc yourfelf, 
that when our dear Reiation-eleft (hail be entered 
upon the new habitation you (ell me of, we will do 
ourfelves the honour of vlfiting htr : and if any delay 
arifes from the dear Lady's want of cQViv?^^ ^\\v^ 
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confidcriog her man, 'let me tell you, may very well 
be) wc will endeavour to infpire her with it, and be 
fpoafors for you; — for, Couila, I believe you have 
need to be chridened over again before you are in- 
titled to fo great a blefliag. What think you ? 

Jul\ now, my Lord tells me, he will difpatch a 
man on purpofe with his Letter to-morrow: So I 
needed nor to have written. But now I have, let it 
go ; and by Empfon, who fets out direflly on his re* 
turn to town.' 

My btft compliments, and Sifter's, to the moft de- 
fer ving L^dy ^^^ '^^ world [you will need no other di- 
redion to the perfon meantj conclude me- 
TQur affe6licnate Coujin and Servant^ 

Charl. Montague, 

Thou fccft how fcafonably this Letter comes. I 
hope my Lord will write nothing but what I may Ihew 
to my Beloved. I hive actually fent her up this Let- 
ter of Charlotte's; and hope for happy effedls from it. 

R. L. 

7 he Lady^ in her next Letter, gives Mifs Howe an 
accoufit of what has pajjcd between Mr. Lovelace 
and herfelf. She refents his behaviour with her ufual 
dignity : Bttt whenjhi comes to rmntion Mr, Men* 
neirs Letter, Jhe re-urges Mifs Howe to perf^6i her 
fc heme for her deliverance ; being r^folved to leave 
him. Buty dating cigainy on his fencing up to her 
Mifs Montague's Letter^ /he altets her mind^ and 
dejires her to fufpend for the p relent her appM-^ 
oat ion to Mrs. Tow nf end, 

1 HAD begun, fays Jhe, to fufpeft all he had faid of 
Mrs. Freichville and her houfe ; and even Mr. Men- 
nell hit' felf, thoiigh fo well appearing a man. But 
now that I find Mr. Lovelace had apprifed his re- 
lations 
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latioas of his ioteation to take it, and had engaged 
fome of the Ladies to vifit me there; I could hardly 
forbear blaming hlmfclf for cenfuring him as capable 
of fo vile an impodure. But may he not thank hioi- 
felf for ailing fo very unaccountably, and taking fuch 
oeedlefsly-awry Aeps, as he has dpne ; embarraHing, 
as I told hixn, his own meanings^ if they were good ? 

- LETTER XXXVm. 

Mr, Lovelace, To John Belfokd, Efq; 

Wednefday, May2s\. 
Hf gives bis friend an account of their interview that 
metrning : and of the happy effedls of bis Cou/in 
MontcLgue^s Letter in his favour* Her referyes^ 
hcwever^ he tells him, are not ahfoiutely bani/Jjed, 
But this he imputes to form. 

IT is not In the power of woman, fays he, to be al- 
together fincerc on ihefe occafions. But why ? — 
Do they think itfo great a difgrace to be found out to 

OC iv«M^ woHt tiPty arcr t 

r regretted the Ulnefs of Mrs. Fretchvillc ; . as the 
incention I bad to fix her dear ielf in the houfe be- 
fore the happy knot was tied, would have fet her in 
that independence in appearance^ as well 3»faEl^ which 
was necefTary to (hew to all the world, that her choice 
was free ; and as the Ladies of iny family would have 
been proud to make their court to her there ; while 
the Settlements and our Equipages were preparing. 
But on any other accouor, thdre was no great matter 
in it'; fince when my happy day was over, we could, 
with fo much convenience, go down to the Lawn, to 
my Lord M's, and to Lady Sarah's or Lady Betty's 
in turn ; which would give full time to provide our« 
felves with fcrvants, and other accommodations. 



234 ^^^ History of Vol. 4. 

How Arcetly the Charmei- liftcned ! 

I afked her. If (he had hftd the Small-pox ? 

Ten thoufand pounds the worfe ia my eftimadon, 
thought I, if (he has not \ for not one of her charm- 
ing graces can I difpenfe with, 

'Twas always a doubtful point with her Mother and 
Mrs. Norton, fhe owned. But iltho* fbc was not 
afraid of it, fhe chofe not unnecefTarily to ru(h into 
places where it was. 

Rights thought I — Elfe, I faid, it would not have 
been amifs for her to fee the fioufe bcfpre fhe went 
into the country ; for, if y&^ liked it not, I was not 
obliged to have it. 

She afked, if fhe might take a copy of Mtfs Mon- 
tague's Letter ? 

1 faid, fhe might keep the Letter itfelf, and fend it 
to Mifs Howe, if fhe pleafed ; for that^ I fuppofedi 
was her intention. 

She bowed her head to me. 

There, Jack !— I fhall have her courtcfy to me 
by-and-by, I queflion not, Wh^t a devil had I to 
do, to terrify the fweet creature by my termagant 
projefls ! — Yet it was not amifs, I believe, to make 
her afraid of me. She fays^ I am an unpolite man — 
And every polite inflance from fuch a one» is deemed 
a fa\our. , 

Talking of the Settlements, I told her, I had ra- 
ther that Pritchard (mentioned by my Coufin Char- 
lotte) had not been confuittd on this occafioo. 
Pritchard, indeed, was a very honell man ; and had 
been for a generation in the Family ; and knew the 
E(fates, and the condition of them, better than ci- 
ther my Lord or myfeif : But Pritchard, like other 
old men, was diffident and flow ; and valued himfelf 
upon his (kill as a draughts-man ; and for the fake of 
that paltry reputation, a\u(l\vAN^ ^\W\^ ^c^tvws ^rc- 
ftrvcd, were an itt\pev\a\ cvowwvo ^;.^^^\ \x^^^\L\\ 
d^fpatch. ^y^^^ 



Let. 38. Clarifla Harlowe. 235 

I kifled her unrepulfing hand no lefs than five iimc« 
during this converlation. Lord, Jack, how my ge- 
nerous heart ran over ! — She was quite obliging at 
parting — She in a manner alked me leave to retire; 
to reperufe Charlotte's Letter. — I think (he btnt her 
knees to me ; but I won't be fure — How happy might 
we have both been long ago, had the dear creature 
been always as complaifant to me ! For I do love re- 
fpeA, and, whether I deferved it or not, always had 
ir, till I knew this proud Beauty. 

And now, Beiford, are we in a train, or the deuce 
is in ir. Every fortified town his its ftrong and its 
weak place. I had can ied on my attacks againll the 
impregnable parts. I have no doubt but I fhall either 
JhiTie or fmuggie her out ot her cloak, fince fhe and Mifs 
Howe have intended to employ a Smuggler againft me. 
— All we wait for now is my Lord's Letter. 

But I had like to have forgot to tell thee, that we 
have been not a little alarmed, by Tome inquiries that 
have been made after me and my Beloved, by a maa 
of good appearance; who yeftc.rday procured a traded 
man in the neighbourhood to fend for Dorcas : Of 
whom he aisked feveral quedions relating to us ; and 
particularly (as we boarded and lodged in one houfe) 
whether we were married ? 

This has given my Beloved great uneafinefs. And 
I could not help obfcrvhig upon it, to her, how right 
a thing it was, that nve had given cut below ^ that we 
ivere married. The inquiry, moft probably, I faid, 
was from her Brother's quarter ; aud now perhaps 
that our Marriage was owned, we iliould hear no 
more of his machinations. The perfon, it feems, was 
curious to know the day that the ceremony was 
performed. But Dorcas refuCcd to ^ive him any o- 
iher particulars, than that we were married; and (he 
was the more reicrved, as he decWuc^ vo \OW^'^>^CkS. 
n.otives of his iflquiry. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Mr. LovELACB, 7b John Belford, E/j\ 

May 24. 
•THE devil take this Uncle of mine! He has ti 
-*- laft iViic me a Letter, whicH I cannot fhew, 
wiihout expodng the head of our family for a fooL 
A confounded parcel of pop-guns hfts he let off upon 
xnr. I was in hopes he had exhaufted his whole ftovk 
of this fort, in his Letter to you. — To keep It back, 
to dehy feading rt, till he had recoHeded all this 
farrago of nonfenfe — Confound his WifSom of nations^ 
if fo much of it is to be fcrapcd together, in difgrace 
of itfelf^ to make one egregious fimpleton !— 'But 
I am glad I am fortified with this piece of flagrant 
folly, however \ fince, in all human affairs, the cm' 
vinient Tixxd inconvinient^ xhc good ^n^ \hc had^ arc fo 
mingled, that there is no having the one without the 
other. 

I have already offered the BUI inclofcd in it to my 
Beloved; and read to her part of the Letter. But 

n^c refuled the Bill : And as I am In caDh myfelf,. t 
fliall reiurn it. She Teemed very dtfirous to .perufe 
the whole Letter. And when I told her, that were 
it not for expofing the writer, 1 would oblige her, 
fhe faid, It would not be expofing his Lordihip to 
fhew it to her ; and that (he always preferred the 
Heart to the Head, I knew hei meaning; but did 
not thank her for it. 

All that makes for me in it, I will tranfcribe for 
her — Yet hang it, Ihe fhill have the Letter, and my 
Soul with it, for one confentiug kifs. 

* * 
She has got the Letter from me, without the Re- 
ward. Duce take me, if I had the courage to pro- 
pofe the condition. A new charaftcr this of Bdlh- 

fulncfs in thy friend. 1 tee, that a tru(^ mocfc/5? wc* 

matv 



/ 
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man may make even a confident man keep his Aftance, 
By my ^oul, Belford, I believe, that Nine women 
in Ten, who fall, fall either /rowr their own Vanity^ 
or Levity i or for want of Circumfpedlion and proper 

Referves. 

# * ♦ # 
* # 

I DID intend to take my reward on her returning 
a Letter fo favourable to us both. But fhe fent it to 
me, fealed up, by Dorcas. I might have thought that 
there were two or three hints in it, that (he would be 
too nice immediately to appear to. I fend it to thee ; 
and here will flop, to Q[ive thee time to read it Re- 
t}3Lm it as foon as thou had perufed it. 

L E T T E R XL. 

\LordM.To Robert Lovelace, E/q; 

Tue/day, May 25 

IT is a long Lane that has no turning — Do not de- 
-* fpife me for my proverbs-^ You know I was always 
fond of them ; and if you had been fo too, it would 
h2L'ik been the better for you, let me tell you. I dare 
fwear, the; fine Lady you are fo likely to be foon 
happy with, will be far from defpifing them ; for I am 
told, that (he writes well, and that ail her Letters are 
foil of Sentences. God convert you 1 for nobody 
bat He and this Lady can. 

I have no manner of doubt now but that you will 
marry, as your Father, and all your anceftors, did 
before you : Elfe you would have had no title to be 
^ my heir ; nor can your defcendents have any tide to 
be yours, unlefs they are kgitimate ; that's worth 
your remembrance. Sir i — No man is alnuays a fo9lf 
every man Sometimes* — But your follies, I hope, arc 
now at an end. 

I know, you have vowed revenge againft this fine 
Lady's family : But no more of ih^ix, tio^. X.onx 
\ muft look upon them all as your rcVuvAOXv^ \ •mx^H.ov 
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give and forgeti And when they fee you make a 
good-husband and a good father [Which God fend, 
for all our fakes !]thcy will wonder at their non- 
fenfical antipathy, and beg your pardon : But while 
they think you a vile fellow, and a Rake, how can 
they cither love you, or excufe their daughter? 

And tnethinks I could wifh to give a word of com- 
fort to the Lady, who, doubtltfs, nxufl: bo under 
great fears, how (he (hall be able to hold 10 fuch a 
wild creature, as you have hitheno been. I would 
hint to her, that, by ftrong arguments, and gcnils 
words, (he may Ao any-thing with you ; for though 
you are too apt to be hot, gentle words will cool you, 
and bring you into the temper that is ncceflary for 
your cure. 

Would to God, my poor Lady, your Aunt, who 
IS dead and gone, had been a proper patient for the 
fame remedy ! God reft her foul I No rcfleftions upon 
her memory ! Worth is hejl known by want! I know 
hers now ; and if 1 had went firll, Ihe would by this 
time have kncwn mine. 

There is great wildom in that faying, GoJ fend me 
a friend^ that may tell me of my faults : If not^ an 
enemy, and he u///. Not that I am your enumy j 
and that you well know, The more noble any one is, 
the more humble : So bear with me, if you wuuld be 
thought noble. — Am I jioi your Uncle ?. And do I 
not dcfign to be better to you than your Father 
could be ? Nay I will be your Father too, wh-n 
the happy Day comts 5 fince you d'fire it : And pray 
make my compliments to my dear Niece ; and tell 
her, I wonder much that flie has fo lon^ defcired 
y ur happinffs. 

l^ray let her know as that I will prcfent her (not 

you) eirher my Lancaihire feat, 01 The Laivn in Hen- 

foiddiwc ; atid fevi\e w^oti Vvei ^ \\\\i\xVArid poiiud> a 

je.Ji ptnny-rents •, \o thevj Vvt.t, vV^v^^-^^c v\vi\ra.\:3.. 

mily to take bdfc adNAUv^^cs-, ^tv\ ^^>^\sv^.^ V^'^^ 
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\rritings drawn, and fettle as you will. — Honcft 
Fricchard has the Rent-roll of both thefe Eflates ; 
and as he has been a good old fervant, I recomnciend 
him to your Lady's favour. I have already confulted 
bioi : He will tell you what is beft for yuu^ and moil 
pleafing to me. 

I am Hill very bad with my gout : but will come 
in a litter, as foon as the Day is fixed : It would be 
the joy of my heart to join your hands. And, let 
me tell}Ou, if you dp not make the beft of husbands 
to fo good a young Lady, and one who has had fo 
much courage for your fake, I will renounce you ; 
and fettle all I can upon ber and hers by you» and 
leave you out of the queftion. 

If any-ihing be wanting for your farther fccurity, 
I am ready to give it ; though you know, that 
my word has always been looked upon as my bond. 
And when the Harlowes know all this, Icr us fee 
whether they are able to blulh, and take (hame to 
themfelves. 

Lady^Sarah and Lady Betty want only to know the 
Day, to make all the country round them blaze, and 
air their tenants mad. And, it any one of mine be 
fober upon the occafion. Pritchard (h;ill ejc6t him. 
And, on the birth of the firft child, if a Son, I mil 
do fomeihiQg more, for you, and repeat all our re* 
joicings. 

I ought indeed to have written fooner. But I 
knew, tnat if )ou thought me long, arid were in 
hafte as to your nuptiils, you would write and tell 
me fo. But my gout was very troublclome : And I 
am but a flow writer, you know, at beft : For Com- 
pofing is a tiling, th.it tho' foraicrly 1 was veiy ready 
at it (as my Lord Lexington ufed to lay) ; yet ha- 
ving Ictfit oft a great while, I am not fo now. Aad , 
I chofe, on this occafion, to wrue all out of liiy 
own head and memory ; and to ^^ive yOu my oeit 
advice s for I may never have lucti aiu o^^owmww^ 
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again. You have had [God mend you !1 a ftrangc 
way of turning your back upon all I have faid i This 
once, I hope, you wiH be more attentive to the ad] 
vice I give you for your own good, 

I had dill another end ; nay, two other ends. 

The one was, That now you are upon the borders 
of wedlock, as I may fay, and aR yovr wild oats iiill 
be fawn, I would give you fome indru^ions as to 
your public as well as private behaviour in life ; which, 
intending you fo much good as I do, you ought to 
hear ; and perhaps would never have lifteoed tp on 
any lefs extraordinary occadon. 

The fccond is, That your dear Lady-elcft (who is 
it feems herielf fo fine and fo fententious a writer) 
will fee by this, that it is not our faults, nor for want 
of the beft advice, that you was not a better man thao 
you have hitherto been. 

And now, in few words, for the coodud I would 
wifli you to follow in public, as well as in private, if 
you would think me worthy of advifing. — It fhall be 
fhort; fo be not uneafy. 

As to the private life : Love your Lady as flic de- 
ferves. Let your aliens fraije you. Be a good huf- 
band ; and fo give the lie to all your enemies ; and 
make them afhamed of their fcandals : And let us have 
pride in faying, that Mifs Harlowe has not done cither 
herfelf or family any difcredit by coming among us. 
Do this ; and I, and Lady Sarah and Lady Betty will 
love you for ever. 

As to ) OUT public condu<fl— This as follows is what 
I could wifti : But 1 reckon your Lady's wildom will 
put us both right —No difparagemenr, Sir; fince, 
with all your Wit, you have not hitherto ihcwn 
much Wifdom, you know. 

Get into Parlianent as foon as you can : For you 
have tahns to make a great figure there. Who fo 
proper lo affift in making new holding Laws, as ihofc 
whom DO Law in being coxAd Vio\d \ 
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Then/ for fo long as jou v^ill give attendance in 
• Stephen's chapel — Its being called a chapel, I hope, 
ill not difguft you : I am iure I have known man^ 
Riot there: — A Speaker has a hard time of it ! But 
e Peers have more decorum — But what was I going 
\ fay ? — I muft go back. 

For fo long as you will give your attendance in 
arliament, for fo long will you be out of mifchief ; 
at of private mifchief, at leaft* And may St« 
tcphen's fate be yours, if you wilfully do public 
lifchief ! 

When a new EleAion comes, you will have two 
r three Boroughs, you know, to choofeoutof: — 
(ut if you ftay till then, I had rather you were for 
be Shire. 

Tou will have intereft enough, I am fure ; and 
leing fd handfome a man, the women will make their 
Lufbands vote for you. 

I (hall long to read your Speeches. I expeA you 
rillfpeak, if occafion offer, the very £r(l day. You 
vant no courage, and think highly enough of your 
clf> and lowly enough of every-body elfe^ to fpeak 
m all occafions. 

As to the methods of the Houfe, you have fpirit 
:nough, I fear, to be too much above them : Take 
:are of that. — I don't fo much fear your want of 
;ood manners. To meut you want no decency, if 
:hey don't provoke you : As to that, I wifli you 
xrould only learn to!be as patient of contradi£lion 
From others y as you would have other people be to 

Ahho' I would not have you to be a Courtier ; 
Qcither would I have you to be a Malecontenr. I 
remember (/*r /Aflvtf it dfawn) what my. old friend 
Archibald Hutcheioo faid ; and it was ff very good 
Saying — (to Mr. Secretary Craggs, I think, it was) — 
^ I look upon an AdminiAraticn, as iniitlcd to eirec^ 
^ Vote I can with good conlckuc^ ^\n^ \\ \ ^ox -a^ 
Vol. IV. M ^/ajojsiJl^ 
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* Houfe of Commons fhould not needle/sly put 
' upon the Wheels of Goveromcpt : And, \ 
' have not given it my Vote, ir was with 1 
' And, for my Country's fake, I wi{bed with 

* hearty the meafure had been fuch as I coul 

* approved.* 

And another Saying he had, which was 
^ Neither can an Oppofition, neither can a M 

* be always wrong. To be a plumb roan the 

* with either^ is an infallible mark* that that 
' muft mean more and worfe than lie will 

* docs mean.* 

Art thefe Sayings bad^ Sir ? Are they to i 
fpifed .'—Well then^ why (hould I be defpii 
remembering them, and auoting them, as \ 
to da f Let me tell you^ iit von loved my coi 
more than you do, you would iiot be the wor 
it. I may fay fo without any vanity ; fincc 
ethtr mens wifdom, and not my ovnii <hat I 
fond of. 

But to add a ^ovd or two more, on this occ 
and I may never have fuch another ; for 701 
read this thro' — Love hmeft men^ and herd vjith 
in the houfe and out qf 4he houfe ; by whatever 1 
they be Signified or diflinguifhed : Keep gooi 
company y and you Jhall he of their number. Bu 
I, or did I nor, write this before ? — Writing, 
many different times, and fuch a quantity, om 
forget. 

Ton may come in for the title when I am dea 
gone — God help me J — So I would have you kc 
equilibrium. If once you get the name of b< 
£ne fpeaker, you may have any-tbing : And, 
fure, you have naturally a great deal of EIoci 
a tongue that would delude an angel* as the w 
fay— To their forrow, fome of them, poor 
tures !— A leading man in the Houfe of Comm 
4 very important £hara£tcri becaufe that Houf 
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giving of money: And Mcmy makes the mare to 
go ; ay» ^nd Queens and Kings tooy fometimes, to go 
in a manner very different from what they might o- 
therwife choofe to go, let me tell you. 

However^ methinks, I would not have you take a 
Place neither — It will double your value, and your 
interefty if it be believed^ that you will not : For, as 
you wiU then ftand in no man's way, you will have 
no envy; but pure fterling refpeA} and bothfides 
will court you. 

For your part, you will not want a Place, as fome 
others do, to piece up their broken fortunes. If 
you can now live reputably upon Two thoufand 
pounds a-year, it will be hard if you cannot hereafter 
live upon Seven or Eight— *Lefs you will not have, if 
you oblige me ; as now by marryiog fo fine a Lady^ 
very much you will— And all this, over and above 
Lady Betty's and Lady Sarah's favours! — What, in 
the name of wonder, could poffibly poiTeis the 
proud Harlowes ! — That Son, that Son of theirs ! 
— But, for his dear Sifter's fake, I will fajl^ no more 
of him. 

J never was offered a Place myTelf : And tlie only 
one I would have taken, had I been offered it, was: 
Mafter of the Buckhounds \ for I loved hunting when 
I was young ; and it carries a good found with it for 
us who live in the country. Olcen have I thought of 
that excellent old adage; He that ^ats the King's 
goo/e, Jball be choaked with his feathers* I wiflx to the 
Lord, this was thoroughly confidered by Place-hun- . 
ters 1 It would be better for them^ and for their poor 
families. 

I could fay a great deal more, and all equally to the 
purpofe. But really I am tired ; and fo 1 doubt are 
you* Andbefides^ I would referve fomething for con- 
.verfajtion. 

My JNieces Montage, and Lady Sarafh and Lady 
JSaty, join in compliments to my Niece Ua^x. v^ v^ V.« 
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If (he would chufe to have tbe knot tied among us, 
pray tell her that we (hall fee xtfecurely done : And we 
will make all the couniry ring and blaze for a week 
together. But fo I believe. I (aid before. 

If any thing further may be needful toward pro- 
moting your reciprocal felicity, Jet me know it ^ and 
how vou order about the Day ; and all that. The 
inclofcd bill is very much at your fervice. 'Tis pay- 
able at fight, as whatever elfe you may have occafion 
for, (hall be. 

So God blefs you both ; and make things as con- 
venient to my gout as you can ; tho* be it whenever 
it will, I will hobble to you i for I long to fee you ; 
and iftill n^ore to fee my Niece ; and am (in expecta- 
tion of that happjr opportunity) 

Tmtr moft affeSionate Uncle, . M. 

LETTER XLI. 

i^Jr. Lovelace^ 7b John BelforDi Efq^^ 

Thcr/day, May 25. 

nr H O IT feeft, Belford, how we now drive before 
•*• the wind. — The dear creature now comes al- 
moft at the firft word, whenever I defire the honour 
of her company. I told her laft night, that, appre- 
hending delay from Fritchard's «(lownefs, I was de- 
termined to leave it to my Lord to make bis compli- 
ments in his own way ; and had a£lually that afrer- 
noon put my writings into the hands of a very emi* 
Hent Lawyer, Counfellor Williams, with dire£tons 
for him to draw up Settlements from my own £ftate» 
and conformable to thofe of my Mother ; which I 
put into his hands at the fame time. It had been, I 
afTured her, no fmall part of my concern, that her 
frequent difpleafure, and our mutual mifapprehen- 
£ons, had hindered me from advifing with her be- 
fore on this fubjeA. Indeed^ indeed, my deareft 

life, 
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life, faid I, you have hitherto afforded me but a very 
thorny courtfhip. 

She was filent. Kindly filent. For well know I, 
that fhe could have recricninated upon me with a ven- 
geance. But I was willing to fee if fhe were not 
loth to difoblige me now. I comforted myfelf, I 
faid, with the hopes that all my dif&culrics were now 
over ; and that every paft difobligation would be 
buried in oblivion « 

Now, Belford, I have a£tually depofited thefe 
Writings with Counfellor Williams ; and I expedl the 
draughts in a week ac fartheft. So fhali be doubly 
ardied. For if I attempt, and /ai/, thefe will be 
ready to throw in, to make her have patience with 
me tUl lean try again. 

I have more contrivances ftill in embryo. I could 
tell thee of an hundred, and yet hold another hun- 
dred in petto, to pop in as I go along, to excite thy 
furprize, and to keep up thy attention. Nor rave 
thou at me } but, if thou art my friend, think of 
Mfi Howe^s Letters^ and of her Smuggling Scheme. 
All owing to my fair captive's informations and in- 
citements. Am I not a t^illcuny a Fool, a Beelzebub^ 
with them already ? — Tet no harm done by me, nor 
fe much as attempted ? 

Every-thing of this jiature, the dear creature an- 
fwered (with a downcaft eye^ and a blufbiog cheek) 
£he left to me. - 

I propofed my Lord's Chapel for the celebration, 
where we might .have the prefence of Lady Betty» 
Lady Sarah, and my two Coufins Montague. 

She feemed not to favour a public celebration ; and 
waved this fubjeA for the prefenr. I doubted not 
but fbe would be as willing as I, to decline a pub^ 
lie wedding ; fo I preiTed not this matter farther juft 
then. 

But patterns I adfualiy produced'^ and a Jeweller, 
was to bring, as this day, feveral fets o€ ^ti^tii^fe^X^sx 

14 3 OttJV>K.^ 
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choice. But the patterns ihe would not open.<» She 
fighed at the mention of them; The fecond pattejrnsi 
f^ faid) that had been offered to her [d) : And very 
peremptorily forbid the Jeweller's coming :^ as well as 
declined my offer of caoiing my Moth^'s to be new- 
i'cr ; at leaft for the prefent. 

I do aflure thee, Belford, I was in earneft in all 
this. My whole Eflate is nothing to me> put in com- 
petition with her hoped-for favour. 

She then told me» that flie had put into writing 
her opinion of my general propof^ls ; and there had 
ekprcfled her mind, as to clothes and jewels^ But 
on my Arange behaviour to her {^r no caufe thatjhe 
knew cf) on Sunday night, Qie had torn the paper in 
two. 

I earncftly prefTed her to let me b$ fatoure^with a 
fight of this paper, torn as it was. \ And after fome 
hciitation, ihe withdrew, and (ent ic^ to me^ by Dor* 
cas, > '\ 

I periifed it again. It was in a mander new to me^ 
though I had read ic fo lately: And, by my foul, I 
could hardly Hand it. An hundred admirable crea- 
tures I called her to myrdf. But I charge thee, write 
not a word to me in her favour, if thou meaneft 
her well^ for if 1 fpa^e her, it muft be all €X men 

You may eafily fuppofe, when I was re-admitted 
to her prefence, that I ran over in her praifes, and 
in vows of Gratitude, and evcrlafting Love. But 
here's the devil ; ihe fiill receives all I fay with re« 
iei ve ; or \t it be not with referve, ihe receives it fo 
n>uch as her dite, that (he is not at all raifed by it. 
Some women are undone by praife, by flattery. I 
myfeif, a man, am proud of praife. Perhaps thou 
VI lit fay, that thofe are moil proud of it who kail 
(kferve it ; as thoie are of riches and grandeur, who 
are not born to el her. I own| that to be fuperior 

to 
(s) Sec Vol. I. p. 1^1. 
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to thefe fbibleSi it requires a SouU Have I not then 
a Soul ? — Surely, I have — Let me then be conlidered 
as ah Exception to the Rule. 

Now have I foundation to go upon in my terms. 
My Lord, in the exuberance oF his generoiicy, men- 
tions a thoufand pounds a-year peny-rents. 7his I 
know,, that were I to marry this Lady, he would ra* 
ther fettle upon her all he has a mind to fettle, than 
upon me. He has even threatened, that if I prove 
not a good hufband to her, he will leave ail he can 
at bis death from me to* her. Yet con(id<:rs not that 
a woman fo perfeft can never be difjrfeafed with her 
hufband but to his difgrace ; for who will blame her? 
•^Anothrr reafon why a Lovblace £hould not wi(h 
to marry a Clarissas 

But^hat a- pretty fellow of an Uncle is this-fooli/h 
Peer,, to think of making a wife independent of her 
Emperor,, and a Rebel of courfer yet fmarted him* 
felf for an error of this kind !' 

My Beloved, in her torn paper, mentions but Two 
Irondred pouuds a-year for her fcparaie ufe. I infift* 
cd upon her naming a larger fum. She faid, It might 
tbenbe Three ; and I, for fear ihe fhould fufpeA very 
large ofiers, named- only Five ; but added the entire 
dlfpofai' of all Arrears' in his FaCther's hands^ for the 
benefit of Mrs. Norton, . or> whom (bcpltafed. 

She faiJ, that the good woman would be uneafy if 
aoy-thing more than a competency were done for 
her. She was for fuiting all her dif])ofitions of this 
kind, iht faid, to the ttfuai way pf/Ufcof the perfon. 
To go beyond it, was but to put the benefited upon 
projects, or to make them auk ward in a new ftate> 
vfhen they might fiiine in that to which they were ac- 
cuftomed. And to put it into fo good a Mother's 
power to give her Son a beginning in his bufinefs at 
a proper time \ yet to leave her fomething ifbr her- 
fblf, t9 fet her above want, or above the neceificy of 

M 4; v^vw^ 
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taking back from her child what (he had been enabled 
to beftolir upon him ; would be the height of fuch a 
worthy parent's ambitionl 

Here's prudence ! Hare's judgment in fo young a 
creature I How do I hate the Harlowe's for producing 
fuch an angel! — O why, why, did (he refufe my 
fine ere addrcfs to ue the knot before we came to thit 
houfe ! 

But yety what mortifies my pride, is> that this ex- 
alted creature, if I wire to marry her, would not be 
governed in her behaviour to me by Love, but by 
Genexofity merely, or by blind Duty; and had rather 
live £ngle, than be mine. 

I cannot bear this. I would have the woman 
whom I honour with my name, if ever I confer this 
honour upon any, forego even her fuperior duties for 
me. I woulcf have her look after me when I go out, 
as far as (he can fee me, as my Rofebud after her 
Johnny ; and meet me at my return with rapture. 
I would be the fubjeA of her dreams, as well as of 
her waking thoughts. I would have her think every 
moment lofl, that is not paiTed with me : Slug to me, 
read to me, play to me when I pleafed : no joy fo 
great as in obeying me. When I fhould be inclined 
to Love, overwhelm me with it ; when to be fc- 
xious or folitary, if appreheniive of intrusion, reti- 
ring at a nod ; approaching me only if I fmiled en- 
couragement : Steal into my prefence with filence ; 
out of it, if not noticed, on tiptoe. Be a Lady 
Eafy to all my pleafures, and valuing thofe moft who 
mod contributed to them; only fighing in private, 
that it was not herp]f2X the time. Thus of old did 
the contending wives of the honeft patriarchs ; each 
recommending her handmaid to her Lord, as fhe 
thought it would oblige him, and looking upon the 
genial product as her own. 

The gentle Waller fays. Women are born to be con- 
troiiVd,, GentU as he was, he knew that. A tyrant- 
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hufband makes a dutiful wife. Aud why do the Sex 
love Rakes, but bccaufc they know how to direft 
their uncertain wills, and manage them i 

# * 

Another agreeable converfation.- The Diiy of* 
days the fubjeA. As to fixing a particular one, that 
need' not be done, my Charmer fays, till the Settle- 
xnents are completed. As to marrying at my Lord's 
6hapel, the Ladies of my fan»]y prefent, that would ^ 
he making a public affair of it ; and the dear creature 
obferved with regret, that it feemed to be my Lord's . 
intention to make it lb. 

It could not be imagined, I faid, but that his Lord<>^ 
fhip's fetting out in a Litter, and coming to town, as 
well as his tafle for glare, and the joy he would take 
to fee me married at lafl, and to her dear felf, would 
give it as much the air of a public marriage, as if the 
ceremony were performed at his own Chapel, all the 
Ladies prefent. 

I cannot, faid fl^e, endure the thoughts of a pub- 
lic day. It will carry wuh it anair of infult upon 
my whole family. And for my part, if my Lord 
will not take it amifs [And psrhaps he will not, as 
the motion came not from himfelf, but from you, 
Mr. Lovelace] I will very willingly^ difpcnfe with 
bis Lordihip's prefence; the rather, "as drefs and 
appearance will then be uanecefTary ; for I cannot 
bear to think of decking my perfon while my parents 
re in tears. 

How excellent this ! Ytt do not her parents richly 
deferve to be in tears? 

See» Belford, with fo charming a nicenefs, we 
might have been a long time ago upon the verge of 
the State, and yet found a great deal to do, before we 
entered into it. . 

All obedience, all refignation-^N<i vi\VV \iM\. \a\.'^. 
L withdrew,, and wrote direSX^ vo xwi \ii^^\ "^^^ 

Ms ^ 
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flie not difiipproviog of it, I teat it awftf. The pur- 
port at feUowt ; for I took no copjr. 

• That I wai mudi cibliged to hb LordUhip for 
^ h» intended soodaefi to me, on tn occafion the 

* mud folemn of my Ii^ That the admirable Lady^ 

* whom he fo joftif praifed, thought his LordfUp't 
^ propofaltf in her fordor too high. That flie cbofc 
^ not to make a pobUc appearance, if» irfthtfut diA 

* obligiog mjrfriendtt flie coold avoid it« till a Re* 

* condliation with her own could be effcfted* That 

* altho* ihe esprefieda gratefol fen(e of his LordflupV 

* csoofent to give her to me with hb own haodi yet 

* piefumittgt that the motive to this kbd intention . 

* was rather to do her honoar, tlianit otherwife 

< would have been his own choice (efpeoalljr as tra- 

* vdling would be at this time fo inconvenient tolum) 
^ fhe thought it advifeable tofave his LordfliiptronUe 

* on this occafion : and hoped he would take asmeant 

* her declining tlie favour. 

* That the Lawn will be moft acceptable to us 

* both to retire to ; and the i:athery as it is fo to his 
^ Lordfliip. 

< But, if he pleafes, the jointure may be made froia 

* my own Eftate ; leaviog to his IiorcUhip's goodoeft 

* the alttrnativc.' 

I conclude with telling him, 5 That I had offered 
^ to prefeot the Lady his Lordlhip's Bill ; but on her 
^ declining to accept of it (haying myfeif no prefent 

< occafion for it) I return k uiclofed, widi my 
*■ thanlLS,' &e. 

And is not this going a plaguy length t What a 
figure ihould I make in aakifli Aooak, if at iaft I 
Ikould'be caught in my own gin? 

The SeY may fay what they wilV but a poor in- 
nocent fellow had need to take great care of himfelf^ 
when he dances upon the edge of the matrimonial 
precipice. Many a faint-hearted man, when he be* 
gaa lb jefty or -only dcli^^cd. ta ape gallantry, has 
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been forced into earoeft, by beiog over-prompti and- 
taken at his word ^ not knowing how to own that he 
meant kfs than the Lady fappoied he meant. I am 
the better enabled 'to jadge that this muft have been 
the cafe of many a fneaking varlec ; betaofe I, who 
know the female world as well as any man in it of my 
ftanding, am fo frequently in doubt of* myfeifi and' 
Idoow not what to make of the^ matter* • 

Then thefe liule fly rogues; how they lie cottchant> 
ready to Tprihgnipoo^usharmlefs fellows the moment 
we are in their reach I — When the ice is once broken 
for them, how ffiriftly can they make to portj! — Mean 
time, the ihbjeA they can leafl; ^^o^ to» thcymofl: 
tbmk of i Nor can you talk of the ceremony before 
they have laid out in their minds how it is all to be. — 
Little faucy face defigners I how firft they^drawthem- 
felves in, then us !: 

But, be allithefe things as they will, .Lord M. never 
in his life received fo haadfome a Letter as this from < 
bisiifephew. . Lovelace, 

The LaJ^t ofitr having, given fo Mifi H&we the par* 
ticulars contained in Mr, Lovelace's lajl Letter ^ thus > 
exprejfes herfeifi 

A principal coofolation arifing from thefe favourable 
appearances, is,^ that I, who have now but one only 
friend^ fball moft probaUy, and if it be not my own < 
fault, have as many new ones as there are pprfotis in 
Mr. Lovelace's family j: and thb whether Mr. Love- 
lace treat me kindly or not. And who knows, but that 
by degrees, thofe new friends, by theic rank and me« 
rir, may have weight enough* to getmereftored to 
the favour of my relations I Till which can be cSc£\r 
ed, I fliall not be tolerably eafy. Happy I never ex« 
pedt to be^ Mr. Lovelaee's mind and mine are vaftly > 
different ; difTerent in ejfentials. 

But as matters are at prefent circumftanced, I pray 
you, ;ny dear friend, to keep 10 VQ>a.tfe.\i c^^xv'^'^^%.- 
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that might bring difcredic to himi if revealed. — Better 
any-bodf expofe a man than a wife, if I ant to be 
his ; and what it faid bj 70U will be thought to come 
from me* 

It Ihall be my conftaot prayer, that all the felicities 
which this world can afford, may be yours : And that 
the Almighty will never fuffer you nor yours, to 
the remoteft pofterity, to want fuch a friend as my 
Anna Howe has been to 

J?^r Clarissa Harlowb> 

LETTER XLH. 

Air. LovBLACBy To John Belford, Efq% 

AND now, that my Beloved Teems fecure in my 
*^ net, for my projeft upon the vixen Mifs Howe, 
and upon her Mother : In which the officious prancer 
Hickman is to come in for a dalh. 

But why upon her Mother, methinks thou afkeft ; 
who, ui^known to herfelff has only aAed by thy im- 
pulfe, thro' thy agent Jofeph Lemao, upon the folly 
of old Tony the Uncle ? 

No matter for that : She believes ihe a£ls upon her 
own judgment ; and deferves to be puni£bed for pre- 
tending to judgment, when (he has none — Every living 
foul, but myielf, I can tell thee, fhall be puniihed, 
that treats either cruelly or difrefpeAfulIy fo adored a 
Lady. — What a plague ! is it not enough that (he is 
teazed and tormented in perfon by me ? 

I have already broken the matter to our three con- 
federates ; as 2ifuppofedf not a nfohed-on caie indeed. 
And yet they know, that with me, in a piece of 
mifchief, Execution, with its fwifteft teet, is feldom 
three paces behind Projection, which hardly ever 
limps neither. 

MowBRAT is not againftir. It is a fcheme, he 
fdys, worthy of us : And vie hwe uot done any-thing 
for a ^ood while, thax Yk?is m^A^ ^ wi\l^» 
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Bel TON indeed hefitates a little, becaufe matters 
go wrong between him and his Thomafine; and the 
poor fellow has not the courage to have his fore place 
probbed to the bottom. 

TouRViLLfi has fiarted a freih game, and flirugs 
his fhoulders, and ihould not chooje to go abroad at 
prefenty if I pleafe. For I apprehend that (from the 
nature of the projeA) there will be a kind of neceffity 
to travel, till all is blown over. 

To Me, one country is as good as another ; and 
I £hall foon, I fuppofe, choofe to quit this paltry Ifland \ 
except the miftrefs of my fate will confent to cohabit 
at bome\ and fo lay me under no neceflity of /ur* 
prifing her into foreign parts. Travelling, thou 
knowefty gives the Sexes charming opportunities of 
being familiar with one another. A very few days and 
nights mufl now decide all matters betwixt me and 
mj fair Inimitable. 

D0LEMAN9 who can aA in thefe caufes only as 
chamber-counfel, will inform us by pen and ink [his 
right hand and right ilde having not yet been ftruck, 
aiui the other fide beginning to be f^nfible] of all that 
fhall occur in our abfence. 

As for THEE, we had rather have thy company 
^an not ; for^ although thou art a wretched fellow 
at contrivance, yet art thou intrepid at execution. 
But as thy prefent engagements make thy attendance 
uncertain, I am not for making thy part necelFary 
to our fcheme % but for leaving thee to come after us 
when abroad. I know thou canft not long live with- 
out us. 

The projeA, in Jfhort, is this : — Mrs. JHowe has 
an elder Sifter in the Ifle of Wight, who is lately 
a widow ; and I am well informed, that the Mo* 
ther and Daughter have engaged, before the latter 
is married, to pay a vifit to this Lady, who is rich, 
and intends Mifs for her heirefs^ and in the in- 
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teriflii w3I make her fome valuable prefeDts on her ap- 
proaching Nuptials;. which» as Mrs. Howe who lofcr 
money more than any-thiog but herfelf} told one oF 
mj acquaiotancef . would be mforth fitching^ 

Now,. Jack, nothing more need be doue^ than to- 
hire a little trim veflef, which (hall faU a pleafuring 
backward and forward to POrtfrnoutby Sphhead, and 
Ae Ifle of Wigbt^ for a week or fortnigbt before we 
enter upon our parts of the plot. And as Mrs. Howe 
will be for making the beft bargain (he can for her 
paflage, the mafter of the ? eflel may have orders (as 
a perqpifite allowed him by bis owners) to take what 
jhe will give:. And the Matter's name» be it what it 
will» ihail be Ganmore On the^occaCon ; for I know a 
rogue of that name, who is not obliged to be of' any 
country^ any more than we. 

Well^ then, we will imagine them on board J' I will 
be there in difguife. They know not any of ye f our— « 
fuppofiog (the fcheme fo inViiibg) that thou canft be 
€>ne. 

'Tia plaguy^' hard, if we cannot -^it/, or mahy a 
fiorm. 

Perhaps they will befea-fick : Bot whether they be 
or not, no doubt they will keep their Cabin. 

Here will be Mrs. Howe, Mifs H6we> Mr; Hickmani- 
a Maicl, , and a Footman, . I fupppfe \ . and thus we wiH 
order it : 

I know it wilf be hard' weather : I* knruj it will : 
And before there can be the kafi . fufpicion of' the 
matter, we fliall be in fight of Guernfey, Jerfey> . 
I^icppe, Cherbourg, . or. any- whither on. the French 
coaft that it ihall pleafe usxo agree with the winds 
to blow us: Abd then, fecuring the footman, and 
the women being feparated, one of us, according 
to lou that maybe cafl, fh all overcome, either fay 
i>cr/uai!on or force% \\xc ta^\d-&tH^at \ That will 
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be no hard talk ; and fhe is a likely wench [I have 
leea her ofteD]: One, Mrs. Howe; nor can there 
be much difficultjr there ; for ihe is full of health and 
life, and has been long a Widow : Another Z'^hat, 
lays the princely Lioo^ muft be //] the fancy Daugh- 
ter ; who will be too much frighted to make great 
refiftance [Vioknt fpirits. Id that Sex, are fcldom 
true fpiri^s— ^'Tis but where they canr^i Aod after 
beating about the coaft for three or four days for re- 
creation's fake, and to make fure work, and till we 
ttc our fullen birds begin to eat and fip, we^ will fet 
Acm ftll afliore where it will be moft convenient ; 
fidl the Teflel [To Mrs. Towufend's agents, with all 
mkj heart, or to fomc other Smugglers^ or gi? e it to 
Ganmorc ; and purfue our travelsj and tarry abroad 
dllallis huihedup. 

Now I know thou wilt make difHcuUlcs, as it is 
Ay way; while it is mine to conquer them. My 
^Kher vaflals made theirs ; and I condefcended to 
obviate them: As thus I will thine, firft ftatiog 
diem for thee according to what I know of thy 
pUegm. 

What, in the firft place, wik thou afk, fliall be 

-done with Hickman I who will be in full parade of 

, idreif and primnefs^ in order to (hew the old Aunt 

arhat a devililh devcr fellow of a Nephew (he Is to 

have. 

What I — FU teH thee— -Hickman^.in gpod manners, 
will leave the women in their Gabin-^and, to ibew 
hb courage with his breeding, be upon deck— 

Welly and fuppofe he is ^ 

Soppofehe is! — Why then I hope it is eafy for 
fi^nmore, or any-body elfe, myielf fuppofe, in my 
pea-jacket aod great watch'xoat (if any- other make 
WL fcruple to- do it) while he ftands in^the way, ga- 
ping and ftaring like a novice, to ftumble againft 
Sum, and pufh- him oTcrbodrd !*^ A sicfak thought ! — 
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U k noty Bdford ?— -He k certainly plaguy officiout 
' in the La^et correfpondence \ and, I am informed, 
playa double between Mother and Daughter, in 
sear of both^— Doft not See him» Jack ?— I do^- 
popfring op ud down, lut wig and hat floating by 
nim \ and paddlins, pawing, and daihing, • Iik a 
fritted mongrel— -i am afrtud he never fcntored ix> 
learn to fweam. 

But thou wik not drown the poor fellow i wilt 
thon^ 

Noy no I-— That it not neceflary to the projeft-^ 
I hate to do mifchidEi fopererogatory. ThcftifiT 
fluU be ready to five him, wluie the veflel keept ' 
itsconrie t He (hall befet on ihore with the loA 
of wig and hat only, and of half d hit little wit%. 
at the place where he embarked^ or any- where, 
elfe. 

Well, but fl^all we not be in danger of bdng; 
hansed for three fuch enormout Jlapet^ although 
Hickman ihould efcape with only a beUyfol of fea- 
water ? 

Yes^'to be fure, when caught — But is there any 
likelihood cf that ? — Bcfidcs, have we not been in- 
danger before now, for worfe fadls ? — And what is^-- 
there in being only in danger? — If we aAually were 
to appear in open day in England before mattert arc 
inade up, there will be greater likelihood, that thefe 
women will not profecute, than that they wiil. — For. 
my own part, I ihould wiih they mojf. Would not a 
brave fellow choofe to appear in court to fuch an ar- 
raignment, confronting women who would do credit 
to his attempt i The country it more merciful in 
ihefg caiet, than in any ethers f 'I ihould therefore like 
to pot myielf upon my country. 

Let me indulge a few reflcAions upon what thon^ 
may ft think the tv^i^ that can happen. 1 will fnp- 
pofe that thou art one of us \ and that all five are 

a£toially 
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aflually brought to trial on this occafion : How 
bravel]^ fhall we enter a court, / at the head of you, 
drejQed out each man, as if to his wedding-appear- 
ance! — You are fure of all the women, old and 
young, of your fide. — What brave fellows! — What 
fine gentlemen ! — There goes a charming hand- 
fome man! — meaning me, to be fure! — Who could 
find in their hearts to hang fuch a gentleman as 
that ? whifpers one Lady, fitting, perhaps, on the 
right hand of the Recorder [I fuppofe the fcene to 
be in London] : While another difbelieves that any 
woman could fairly fwear againft me. All will 
croud after me: It will b6 each man's happinefs (if 
ye (hall chance to be bafhful) to be negle£^ed : I fhall 
be found to be the greateft criminal ; and my fafety, 
for which the general voice will be engaged, will be 
yours. 

But then comes the triumph of triumphs, that will 
make the accufed look up, while the accufers are co- 
?ered with confufion. 

Make room there I — Stand by!— Give back! — 
One leceiving a rap, another an elbow, half a fcore a 
pu(h a-piece I — 

. Enter the flow-moving, hoOded-faced, down-look- 
ing Plaintiffs. — 

And firft the Widow, with a forrowful counte- 
nance, tho' half-veil'd, pitying her Daughter more 
than herfelf. The people, the women efpecially, 
who on this occafion will be five-fixths of the (pe£ta- 
tors, reproaching her— Tou'd have the confcience, 
would you, to have five fuch brave gentlemen as thefe 
hanged for you know not what ? 

Next comes the poor maid — who perhaps had been 
raviOied twenty times before; and. had not appeared 
now, but for company-fake ; mincing, fimpering, 
weeping, by turns ; not knowing whether (he ihould 
be forry or glad. 
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But every eye dwells upon Mifs ! — Sec, fee, the 
htndfome gentlemao bows to her ! 

To the very ground, to be fure, I (hall bow ; and 
kifs my hand. 

See her confiifion ! See I She turns from him !— - 
Ah I that's becaufe it is in open court, cries an arch 
one! — While others admire her— Ay ! that*t a girl 
worth venturing one's neck for ! 

Then we (hall be praifed — Even the Judges, and 
the whole crouded Bench, will acquit us in their 
hearts: and every fingle man wifii he had been me I 
—The women, all the time, difclaimiag profecutioo, 
were the cafe to be their own. To be fure, Belford, 
the fufferers cannot put half fo go.od a face upon thi 
. matter as we. 

Then what a noife will this matter make ! — Is it 
not enough, fuppofe us moving from the Pri(bn to 
the Seflion*houfe (^i), to make a noble heart thump 
it away moft glorioofly, when fuch an one finds 
himfelf attended to his trial by a parade of guards 
and officers, of means and afpeAs warlike and un- 
vrarlike ; himfelf their whole care, and their bo* 
iinefs ! — weapons in their hands, fome bright, fome 
rufiy, equally venerable for their antiquity and in* 
offenfivenefs \ others, of more authoritative demean^ 
our, ftruttinjg before with fine painted ftaves ! fhoab 
of people following, with a Which ia he whom 
the young Lady appears againft ? — Then let us look 
down, look up, look round, which way we will, 
we (hall fee all the doors, the (hops, the windows, 
the fign-irons and balconies (garrets, gutters, aol 
chimney-tops included) all whire-capt, black-hooded^ 
and periwigg*d» or crop-ear'd up by the Immobik 
Vulgusi While the floating Jircet-fvinmurs^ who 

have 

{a) Vithin tbefe few yem^ft, :i piifa^e has been made ffom tbe 
Prtfoa to the Scffioiii-V\oufc»wVici\>^mi\cUOw>\\w«.cxca^\\tAa court 
^/r/iout going thro* thcfttctt. U>NcUtc'\\x\>wxv^\w<iU^<'aVa^Y55K^ 
•^arch /hcwi the wUdom oC xh\* ?\\cia.uou* 
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have ken us pafs by at one place, run with ftretched 
out necks, and ftraiacd eyc-balls, a round-about 
way, and elbov^ and flioulder themfelves inro places 
by which we have not pafTed, in order to obtain 
another fight of us ; every Areet continuing to pour 
out its fwarms of late-comers^ to add to the gather- 
ing fnowball ; who are concent to take defcriptions of 
our perfonSybehaviourj and countenances^ from tho(e 
who had the good fortune to have been in time to fee 
us. 

. Let me tell thee, Jack, I fee not why (to judge 
according to our principles and pradlices) we fhould 
not be as much elated in our march, were this to 
btElppen to usy as others may be upon any other the 
inoft n^ob-attradlin^ occafion — Suppofe a Lord Mayor 
on his Gaudy ; fuppofe a victorious General, or 
AmbaiTador, on his public Entry — Suppofe (as I 
began with the lowejl) the grandeft parade that can be 
fuppofed, a Coronation — For, in all thefe, do not 
the royal guard, the heroic trained-bands, the pen- 
dent, clinging throngs of fpeClators, with their 
waving heads rolling to^nd fro from houfe-tops 
CO houfe-bottoms and ftreet-ways, as I have above 
defcribcd, make the principal part of the Raree« 
Ihew? 

And let me a(k thee, If thou doft not think, that 
either the Mayor, the Ambafiador, or the General^ 
would not make very pitiful figures on their Gala's, 
did not the trumpets and tabrets call . together the 
Canaille to gaze at them ?— -Nor perhaps fhould we be 
be the moft guilty Heroes neither : For who knows 
bow the MagLftrate may have obtained his gold 
chain I While the General probably returns £om 
cutting of throats, and from murders, fanAified by 
cuftom only. — Casfar, we are told (a), had won 
ac the age of Fifty-fix, when he was aflaffinated, 

fifty 

(«) Pliny ^ives thb account, putting the nasobm ^1 tivb^tts^ilt^ 
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fifty pitched battles^ had taken by aflUuIt above a 
tbouuQd towns, and flain near 1,200,000 meoy 
I fuppofe exclufive of thofe who fell on his own 
fide in (laying them. Are not you and I, Jack, 
innocent men, and babes in Twaddling- clothesi com- 
pared to Cxfar, and to his predeceffor in heroifm 
AlezandcFj dubbed for murders and depredation 
Magnus ? 

The principal difference that ftrikes me !n the 
companion between us and the Mayor, the Ambaf- 
fador, the General, on their Gawdies, b, that the 
mob make a greater noife, a louder huzzaing^ in the 
one cafe than in the other, which is czWcd acclamatm^ 
and ends frcquendy in higher tafte, by throwing dead 
animals at one another, before they difperfe ; in which 
they have as much joy as in the former part of the 
triumph : While they will attend us with all the 
marks of an awful or filent (at moft only a whifpcr- 
ing) refpeA ; their mouths diftended, as if fet open 
with gags, and their voices generally loft in goggle- 
eyed admiration. 

Well, but fuppofe, after alF, we are convicted ; 
what have we to do, but in time make over our 
eftatesj that the iheriffs may not revel in our fpoils I 
—-There is no fear of being hang'd for fuch a crime 
as this, while we have money or friends. — And fup- 
pofe even the worft, that two or three were to die, 
have we not a chance, each man of us, to efcape ? 
The devil's in them, if they'll hang Five^for ravifliing 
Three ! 

I know I fhall get off for one — were it but for 
family -fake : And ^ing a handfome fellow, I (hall 
have a dozen or two of young maidens, all dreffed 
in white, go to Court to beg my life — And what 
a pretty (hew they will make, with their white hoods, 
white gowns, white petticoats, white fcarves, white 
gloves, kneeling for me*, with their white handker- 
^hlck at their eyes, in two pretty rows, as Majefty 

H(?Iks 



'. 
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walks through them, and nods my pardon for their 
fakes 1 — And, if once pardoned, ail is over : For^ 
jack, in a crime of this nature there lies no appeal, as 
in a murder. 

So thou feeft the worft that can happen, fhould 
we not make the Grand Tour upon this occafion, 
but ftay and take our trials. But it is moft likely ^ 
that they will not profecute at alL If not, no rifque 
on our fide will be run ; only taking our pleafure 
abroad, at the worft ; leaving friends tired of us, in 
order, after a time, to return to the fame friends en- 
deared to us, as we to them, by abfence. 

This, Jack) is my fcheme, at the firft running. I 
know it is capable of improvement— For example : 
l^.can land thefe Ladies in France ; whip over before 
they can get a paflage back, or before Hickman can 
have recovered his.fright ; and fo find means to en- 
trap my Beloved on board — And then ail will be 
right ; and I need not care if I were never to return 
to England. 

Memorandum, To be confidered of — Whether^ 
in order to complete my vengeance, I cannot 
contrive to kidnap away either James Harlowe 
or Soimes ? or both ? A man. Jack, would not 

• go into e»Ie for nothing. 

LETTER XLin. 

Mr* LovBLicB, To John Belford, E/q ; ^ 

TF, Belford, thou likeft not my plot upon Mifs 
•*• Howe, I have three or four more as good in my 
-own opinion ; better, perhaps, they will be in thine : 
And fo 'tis but getting loofe from thy prefent engage- 
ment, and thou (halt pick and choofe. But as for thy 
three brethren, they muft do as I would have them : 
And fo, indeed, muft thou — Elfe why am I your 
general ^ But I will refer this ittbJQ{]t \5^ \\.^ ^^^^^ 
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feafen. Thon knowcftf that I never abfolotcly con* 
elude upon a projcft, till 'tis time for execution ; and 
then Lightning ftrikes not quicker* than I. 

And now to the fubjea next my heart. 

IVih thou believe me» when I tell theej» that I have 
fo many contrivances rifing up and crooding upon me 
for preference, with regard to myGloriana, that I 
hardly know which to choofe ? — I could tell thee of 
no left than fix princely ones, any of which nn^^do. 
But as the dear creature has not grudged ^vfaa me 
trouble, I think I ought not, in gratitude, to fpue 
combuftibles for her ; but on the contrary, to make 
her flare and ftand aghaft,. by fpringing thrae or four 
mines at once. 

Thou remembereft what Shakefpeare,' !n his Troi- 
lus and Crcflida, makes HcAor, who/ however, n 
not ufcd to boaft, fay to Achllies, in an interview 
between them ; and which, applied to this watchfol 
Lady, and to the vexation (he has given me, and 
to the certainty I now think I have of fubduing her, 
will run thus^ Suppofing the Charmer before me; 
and I meditating her fweet perfon from head to 
foot: 

Henceforth, O watchful Fair-one, guard thee weil: 
For ni not" kill thee There / nor There I nor There I 
Hut, hy the zone that circles Venus* waift, 
I'll kill thee Ev*ry where ; yea, d*er and o'er. 
Thou, nuifeji Bclford, pardon me this brag : 
Her watchfulnefs draws folly from my lips s 
But I'll endeavour deeds to match the words. 
Or mdy 1 never ■ 

Then I imagine thee interpofing to qualify my im* 
patience, as Ajax did to Achilles : 

Do fiot chafe thee, Coujin t * 

j^nd let thefe threats alme. 
Till accident or purpofe bring thee to H. 

All 
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All that Vexes me, in the inidft of my glorled-in 
devices,. iSf that there isaforry fellow in the worlds 
who has prefumed to queftion, whether the prize, 
when obtaioedi is worthy of the pains it coft me : 
Yet knows, with what patience aod trouble a bird- 
mao will fpread an acre of ground whh gins and 
foares 9 fet up his (talking horfe, his glaiTcs $ plant 
bis decoy-binis^ and invite the feathered throng by 
his whiftle ; and all his prize at laft (the reward of 
early hours, and of a whole morning's pains) only a 
fimple Linnet. 

To be feriousy Belfordf I muft acknowledge, that 
ali our pucfuits, from childhood to manhood, are only 
trifles of different forts and fizes, proportioned to our 
years and views : But then is not a fine woman the 
nobieft trifle that ever was or could be obtained by 
man ? — And to what purpofe do we fay obtained, if it 
be not in the way we wifli for ?'— If a man is rather 
to be ber prize, than ihc tU i 

*«* %* 

AND now, Belford, what doft think i 

That thou art a curfed fellow, if — 

If — No If's^But I (hall be very fick to-morrow, 
I (hall, 'faith. 

Sick !— Why fick ? What a devil fliouldft thou be 
fick for ? 

For more good reafons than one. Jack. 

I fhould be glad to hear but one.^ — Sick, quotha 1 
Of all thy rogui(h inventions I (hould not have thought 
of this. 

Perhaps thou thinkeft my view to be, to draw the 
Lady to my bedfide. That's a trick of three or four 
thoufand years old ; and I (hotild find it much more 
to my purpofe, if I could get to hers. However* 
I'll condefcend to make thee as wife as myfelf. 

I am exceflively difturbed about thi» Smuggling 
fcheme of Mifs Howe. I have no dottbt« that my 
Fair-one* were I to make an attempt, aod mifcarry. 
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wm Aj from me, if (he caa, ' I onee beUeved ihc 
hnred met But n<>w I doubt whether ihedoet ornot: 
At ktff, that h Is with foch an mrder, as Mifs Howe 
calls It, as will nake her overlook a premeditated 
£niK» ihould I be giiilty of one; 

And what will bdog fick do for thee7 * 

Have padence. I doik*t intend tohe'ibwry Ijiid 
as I]kircM (haD reprefent'me to be* Butyec I ^oMr 
I ihldl reach confonndledhr, and bring up fomc'dMed 
blood. To be fnre^ I fhall bMk avefielrTMe^ 
no doubt of that: And a bottle of Eaton^a Scjgidc 
Ihall be fipnt for I butnodoQor. If £behas JSTtMdiirf, 
£he will be conceracd. Bpt if flie has iJrvgy let ft 
have been poihed ever fb^ far back» itwill»'bn this 
occafiooy come forward^ and (hew itfclfi noconljf^ 
hercfe^ but in cVery Ibis of her fweet fMie* . ' * 

I will be rerj intre{mL I will not fi^ deadly or 
any-thing elfe. I will be fore of being well in an 
hour or two, having formerly found great Ixnefit bf 
this aftriogent medicioei on oocafion of an inward 
bruife by a fall from my horfe in hunting, of which 
perhaps this malady may be the remains. And this 
^11 (hew her, that though thofe about me may make, 
the moft of it, I do not ; and fo can have no defign 
in it. 

Well, methioksi thou fayed, I begin to think tole- 
rably of this device. 

I knew thou wouldft, when I explained myfclf. 
Another time prepare to wonder; and baniih doubt. 

Now, Bclford, I (hall expcft, that (he will (hew 
fome eoncern at the broken veflcl, as it may be at- 
tended with fatal effeAs, efpecially to one fo 6ery in 
his temper as I have the refutation to be thought to 
be: And the rather, as I fliall calmly attribute the 
accident to the harafles and doubts under which I have 
.laboured for feme time paft. And this will be a fur- 
ther proof of my Love, and wiU demand a grauful 
return—- 

V And 
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•. 

And what then, thou egregious contriver ? 

Why then I (hall have the le/s rtmorfe, if I am to 
ufe a little violence : For can Jbe deferve compaf&on, 
Vfho ihews none ? 

And what if (he (hew a great deal of concern ? 

Then (hall I be in hopes of building on a goodfoun^ 
dation. Love hides a multitude of faults^ and dimi- 
nifhes thofe it cannot hide. Love, when acknow- 
ledged, authorizes freedom \ and freedom begets free- 
dom ;.and I fhall then fee how far I can go. 

Well but, Lovelace, how the duce wilt thon« 
with that full health and vigour of conflitution, and 
with that bloom in thy face, make any*body believe 
thou art fick ? 

How ! — Why, take a few grains of Ipecacuanha; 
enough to m'^ake me reach like a fury. 

Good ! — But how wilt thou manage to bring up 
blood, and not hurt thjfelf ? 

Foolifli fellow ! Are there not pigeons and chickeni 
ID every poulterer's fhop ? 

Cry thy mercy. 

But then I will be perfuaded by Mrs. Sinclair, that 
I have of late confined mylelf too muc^ ; and fo 
will have a chair called, and be carried to the Park ; 
where I will cry to walk half the length of the Mall, 
or fo ; and In my return, amufe myfelf at White's 
or the Cocoa. 

And what will this do ? 

Quediocing again 1 — I am afraid thou'rtan Infidel, 
Bclford — Why then fhall I not know if my Beloved 
offers to go out in my abfence ? — And (hall I not fee 
whether ihe receives me with tendernefs at my re* 
turn ? But this is not all : I have a foreboding that 
fomething affeEiing wili happen while /■ am out » But 
of this more in its place. 

And now, Belford, wilt thou, or wile thou nor, 
allow, that it is a right thing tq be fick ? — L^^4^ 
Jack, fo much delight do I take m \xrj ^^uvfww^^^'^^ 

Vol. IV. N ^^^ 
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that I flull be half-fony, when the occtfion for them 
it ofcr ; for neter^ newer, HmXL I again have fnch 
cbarmiog eiCffcUe for mj in^ntion. 

Mean cioie theft plaguy women are fo impertfaienfy 
lb fbU of reproachety abac I know not how to do anj- 
chinf bnt corfe them. And then, tmlTi they are for 
tiding me oot whh fome of 4^ir tnte and vulgar 
nrtificet. Silly .particolarly, who pretends ta be a 
mighty contrirerj has juft now in an infoient man- 
lier told met on my rgefting her pcoflSbred aids, that 
I. had no mind to conquer ; and that I was fo mckid 
ns -to intend to marry, though I would not own it to 
her. 

Becaufe thb little devil made her firft faciifice at 
my altar, (he thinks (he may take any libertv with 
nie : And iriiat makes her outrageout at times, », that 
I have, for a long ^xmt^ftudioufly^ as (he fays, Highted 
her too readily offered fayours : But is it not very im- 
pudent in her to tbiok, that I wHl be any tntm^Juccef-^ 
Jbr ? It is not come to that neither. This thou know- 
eftj was always my role — Once any other marCs^ and / 
know ir, znanevtr more mine* It is for fnch as thou, 
and thy brethren, to take up with barhts. I have been 
alwayjS aiming at the merit of a firft difcoverer. 

The more devil I, perhaps thou wilt fay, to en- 
deavour to corrupt the uncorrupted. 

But I fay, Not ; fincc, hence, I have but very few 
adulteries to anfwer for. 

One affair, indeed, at Parisj with a married Lady 
[I believe I never told thee of itj touched my con- 
icience a little : Yet brought on by the fpirit of in- 
tfjgue^ more than by (heer irickednefs. I'll give it 
thee in brief : 

• A French Marquis, Ibmewhat in years, cm- 

• K®^^? *y his Court in a ptfblic funObn at that of 

* .^"^* had put bis charming young new-married 
wifo under the controul and toardAip.^l may lay, 
of h)s mfokni Sifter, an oU Pinde. 

' I faw 
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* I Taw the Ladj at the Openu I iiked lier at firft ^ 

* figbt, aod better at fecoodt when I knew the fitua- 
' tioD (he was ia. So^ pretendiDg $o make my ad- 

< drefles to the Prode^ got admittance to Both. 

^ The firft ihiog I had to dOf was to comptiment 

* my Pmde ioco myoefs by complaiots of diyoefi t ■. 
' Nest, to take advantage of the Marqaife*s fituaUoa 
^ between her Hufbaod's jealoufyp aod hb Sifter's' 

* arrogance i aod to iofpire her with pereotoent ; and^ 
' It I hopolt with a regard to my perfoo. The 
^ French Ladies have no diflike to iatrlgoe. 

< The Sifter began to Aifpeft me : The Ladf had 
' no mind to pan with the company of the only maa 

* arho had been permitted to vtfit there ; 4md told 

< me of her Sifter's fufpicioos. I put her upon con- 

< ceaUng thePrude, as if unknown to me^ in a dofet 

* in4>ne of her own aparunentSt locking her in, and 

* jmiiing die key in her owo iiod^r: Aod ihe was 

< to queftion me on the fiocerity of my profeifions to 

* her Sifter, in her Sifter's hearing. 

^ She complied. My Miftrefs was locked up. The 

< Lady aod I took our feats. I owned fenrent Love^ 

* and made high profefEons : For Ihe MarquUe put 

< it home to me. The Prude was delighted with what 
' (helieard. 

* And how doft think it ended ?— f took my ad- 

< Tatitage of the Lady herfelf» who durft not for her 

* iik'uj out; and drew her after me to riie next 
' -oparcmenty on pretence of going to feek her Siftery 

* -who aUthe time was locked up in the clofer.* 

/io woman tver gave me a private meeting for n(h 
thing ; my deareft Mifs Harlowe excepted. 

^ My ingenuity obumed my pardon: The Lady 
' being unable to forbear laughing through the whole 

< affiur^ to find both fo uncommonly tricked ^ her 

* gaolerefs her prifoaer, fafe k>cked ii{m and as much 

* ^eafed as either of ns.' - . 

Tie Sn£!ifl7y Jack ! do mt rfien wt^ti^t tht Trenc\>. 
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< Wc had contrivances afterwards equally ingeoi 

* ous» in which the Lad/,* the ice once broken [J9m 
' /iitduedp aliuays fubdueit] co-operatcd — But a mor( 

* tender Tell-tale revealed the fccret — Revealed if 
' before the Marquis could come to cover the dif 

* grace. The Sifter was inveterate"; the Hufbind 

* irreconcilesble ; in every rcfpcft unfit for aHoA 

* band^ even for a French one — made, perhaps, more 

* delicate to thefe particulars by the cuftomsof a 
^ people among whom he was then refidenr, fo con- 

* trary to thofe of his own countrymen. She was o- 

* bilged to throw herftlf into my protcAion Nor 

^ thought herfelf unhappy in it, till childbed-pangs 

* feizedher: Then Penitence, and Death, overtook 

* her the fame hour •!' 

Excufe a tear, Belford ! — She deferved a better 
fate ! What hath fuch a vile inexorable Hu/band to 
anfwcr for ! — The Sifter was punifhed cffcftually— 
That plcafes me on reflexion — The Sifter was cf- 
fe£tually punifhed ! — But perhaps I have told thee tbii 
Story before. 

LETTER XLIV. 

Mr. Lovelace, 7b John Belford, Efq'^ 

Friday Evening. 

JUST returned from an Airing with my Charmefi 
complied with after great importunity. She wai 
attended by the two Nymphs They both topt their 
parts ; kept their eyes within bounds \ made mora! 
reflexions nOw-and-then. O Jack 1 what devils are 
women, when all tefts are got over, and we have 
completely ruined them ! 

The coach carried us to Hamfiead, to Highgat^i 
fo Mufwell-hiU ; back to Hwaft^ad to the Upper- 
Fhtk : There, in compWmtni vo \\it ^^xsv^v ts.^ 
-^ciovcd confcnted to aW&Y^x, ^tid t^V^ ^. \\v\^ t^^ 
Tbca home early by TLwutt^T-^^^- ^^, 
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Delightfully eify fhe: And fo refp=Aful and obli- 
giDg I, all the way, and as we walked out upon the 
Heathy to view the variegated profpeAs which that 
agreeable elevation affords, that ihe procnifed to take 
now-and-thcn a little excuriion with me. I think, 
Mifs Howe, I thinks faid I to myfelf, every now- 
and-then as we walked, that thy wicked devices arc 
fuperfeded. 

But let me give thee a few particulars of our con- 
verfation in the circumrotation we took, while in the 
coach— She had received a Letter from Mifs Howe 
ycftcrday, I prefumed ? 

She made no anfwer. How happy fhould I think 
myfelf to be admitted into their correfpondence ? 
I would joyfully make an exchange of communica- 
tions. 

So, though I hoped not to fucceed by her confent 
[and little did fhe think I had fo happily in part fuc- 
cceded without it] I thought it not amifs to urge for 
ity for feveral reafons : Among others, that I might 
account to her for my condant employment at my 
peo ; in order to take off her jealoufy, that Jhe was the 
fiDbjjcA of thy correfpondence and mine : And chat 
I might juftify my fecrecy and uncommunicativenefs by 
her«v/z. 

I proceeded therefoi'e — That I loved Faavliar 
lcttcr-writiog» as I ha^ more than once toidt>hcr, 
^bove all the fpecies of writing : It was writing from, 
the heart (without the fetters prefcribed by method 
or ftudy) as the very word Cor-^refporidence implied, 
ifot the heart qi^ ; the foul was in it. . Nothing 
of body, when friend writes to friend ; the mind 
impelling fovereignly the va/Tat-fingqrs^ It was» in 
ihorr, friendfhip recorded ; friendmip given under 
hand and feal ; demon (Iratiag that the parties were 
under no apprelienfion of changing from time or acci- 
dent, when ihey fo liberally gave,teftimonies» which 

N 3 would. 
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would always be ready» oa failarct or infidelitf, lo 
be turned again ft them. — For my own part, it was 
the principal diverfion I had in hsr abfence r imt for 
thii innocent amulement^ the dtftance (he fo firc- 
qaently kept me at, would have been intolerable. 

Sally knew my drift ; and frid. She had had the 
honour to fee two or three of my letters, and of Blr« 
Beiford's \ and (he thought them the naoft entenaio- 
iag that ihe had erer read. 

Vkf friend Belford, I faid^ had a bappx talenl in 
the Letter-writing way ; and upon all fulijeAs. 

I expeAed my Beloved would have been inqoifitive 
after our fiibjcA ; Bu( (fying perdue^ as I iaw) pot 
a word faid flic. So I touched upon this article mf- 

flf. 

Our topics were various and diffufe : Sometiaies 
upon literary articles [She was very attentive upon 
t lis] ; fbmctimes upon the public entcrtatooien s | 
t imetimet amufiog each other with the fruits of the 
different correfpondences we held with perfons abroadf 
with whom we had contracted friend(hips ; ibme- 
times upon the foibles and perfedions of our particolar 
friends } fometimes upoi> our own prefent and futuit 
hopes ;; fometimes aiming at humour and raillcrf upoa 
each other.. — It might indeed appear to favour of 
vanity^ to fuppofe my Letters would entertain a Lady 
of her delicacy and judgment r But yet I could not 
but fay, that perhaps (he would be far from thinking 
fo hardly of me as fometimes fhe had ieemed to dpi 
if fhe vfere to fee the Letters which generally poflSed 
between Mr. Belford and me [I hope Jack, thou 
haft more manners, than to give me the lie^. though 
bat in thy heart]. 

She then fpoke : After declining my compliment 
in fuch a manner^ as only a perfoo could do, who 
deferved it, (be faid» For her part, (he had always 
thought me a man of rcnfe [A man of fcnfe, Jadt ! 

What 
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What a niggardly praife 13^ Aod (Hould tKerefore 
hopCi fhaty when 1 wrocc^ it exceeded evea my 
fpeecb: For fhat it was impoflible^.be the Letters 
written in as eafy and- familiar a ftyle as they would» 
but that they muft have ihar advantage from fitting 
dowD^ fo write them which prompt fpetch conld 
not always have. She (hould'thiok it very ftrange 
therefore, if my Letters were barren of H^ntiment ; 
and nj.ftrange, if I' gave myfelf liberties upon prt* 
miAtaiiony which could have no eacufe at all» but 
Irom a thoughtleffbeff, wWch itfelf wanted excufe* 
—But if Mr. Belford'^ Letters and mine were upon 
fubjefls fo general, and ibme of them c^aliy (fhe 

Ccfumed) uiftrudiTC and entertainingj. flic could not 
t fay, that (he (hould be glad to ice any of them ; 
and particularly tbofe which Mifs Mirtin had'fcea 
and praiftd.. 
This was put clbfir. 

I looked at her, to fee if X could' difcover any 
UnAure of jealoufy in this hint 1 that Mifi Man'm 

kad ften what I had not (hewn to ber. But fhe dkl 
not look it : So I only faid, I ihould be very proud 
!• (hew her not only thofe,, but all that pafled be- 
tween Mr- Belford and me y but I muft remind her^ 
that (he koew the condition. 

No, indeed I with a fweet lip pouted out, as fauey 
as pretty ; implying a lovely fcorn, that yet can only 
be lovely in youth 10 bloomings and beauty To divine- 
ly diftineuilhed* 

^ How f long to fee fuch a motion again I jffifr mouth 
oolv can give it. 

But 1 am mad with Love — ^Tct eternal will be the 
diftance, at the rate I go on : Now fire, now ice» 
nay foul is continually upon the bifSf as I may fay« 
In vain, however, is the trial to quench— what, after 
all, is unquenchable. 

Prithee, Belford, forgive my nonfenfe, and my 
Vulcan-like metaphors— Did I not tfilL \SMt.^ ^^oa. 

N 4 ^^^ 
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that I ztnfick of Love, but that I am mad whh it I 
Why brought I fuch an angel into fuch a houfe ? into 
fuch company ? — And why do I not {lop my ears to 
the Sirens, who, knowing my averfion to wedlock, 
are perpetually touching that firing f 

I was not willing to be anfwered To eafily : I was 
fure, that what pafled between two fuch young Ladies 
(friends fo dear) might be feen by every-body : I had 
more reafoo than anybody to widi to fee the Letters 
that paficd between her and Mifs Howe ; becaufe I 
was furc they mufl be full of admirable indruftion, 
asd one of the dear corrcfpundents had deigned to 
wilh my entire reformation. 

She looked at me, as if (be would look me through: 
I thought 1/i'lt eye-beam after eye-beam, penetrate 
my ihivering reins. — But (he was fiient. Nor needed 
her eyes the affiilance of fpeech. 

^everthelefs, a little recovering myfelf, I hoped 
that nothing unhappy had bafalleo either Mifs Howe 
or IbefJfpther. The Letter of ycficrday feat b; £ 
particular band ; fhe opening it with great emotion-r 
leemiog to have expend it fooner —were the reafons 
for my apprehenfions. '*' ' 

We wffc then at Mufwcll-hill : ^ pretty country 
M'lthin the eye^ \o Polly^ was the remark, indeadp^ 
replying to 972^.. . 

* But I wa« not fo to be anfwered — I fhould evpeft 
fomc charming fubjfts and charaftcrs from two fuch 
pens: I hoped cvtry-ihing went on well between 
Mr. Hickman and Mifs Howe. Htr Moihcr's heart, 
I faid, was fct Upon that matcl^: Mr. Hickman was 
not without his merits : He was wfiat the Ladies 
called a Sqdek man : fiut I muft needs fay, that I 
thought I^Iifs Howe dcTervcd a hufbaud of a very dif- 
ferent caft ! 

This, I fuppofed, would have engaged her into 
a fubje^ from which I could have wiredrawn fome- 
thjn^ ; — For Hickanan is oiic of her favourites — 
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Why, I can't divine, except for the fake of oppofi- 
tion of cbaradler to that of thy honefl friend. 

Bui (he cut mc fliort by a look of difapprobation, 
and another cool remark upon a diftant view ; and. 
How far off, Mifs HorJton^ do you think that clump 
of trees may be ^ pointing out of the coach — So I had 
done. 

Here ecdeth all I have to write concerning our con* 
irerfation on this our agreeable, airing. 

Wc have both been writing ever fincc we came 
home. I am to be favoured with her company for aa 
hour, before fhe retires to reft« 

All that obfequious Love can fuggeft, in order to 
engage her tendered fcntiments for me agaioft to- 
moricw's ficknefs, will I aim at when we meet. 
But at parting will complaia of a diforder in my 
fiomach. 

Wr have met.- All was Love and unexceptionable 
Kefpedl on my part. Eafe and Complaifance on heis. 
^he was concerned for nfiy Diforder. So fudden !•*— 
Juit as we parted I But it waa nothing, i (hould be 
^uite well by morning. 

Faith, Jack,, I think I am fick already. Is it pof* 
fible for luch a giddy fellow as me xoperfuade myfelf 
10 be ill I £ am a better Mitnic at this rate than I 
wifli to be. But every nerve and fibre of me is al- 
ways ready to contribute its aid, whether by health 
or by ailment, to carry a* refolved-on roguery into 
execution. 

Dorcas has tranfcribcd for mc the whole Letter of 
Mifs Howe, dated Sunday May I4.(a} of which be* 
fore I had only e^straAs. She found no other Letter 
added to that parcel : But this, and that which I co- 
pied myfelf in charadter lail Sunday while ihe was at 

N 5 church, 
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dmrchy rettdng to the fmoggliag ftheaie («)» aie 
tooogh for me* 

Do&CAs telb me, that her Lidjr hat been re* 
moving her papers from the mohogaof-cheft into a 
waiofcoc-bost which heU her Itneo^ and which (he 
pot into her dark dofet. We have no kej of that at 
prefent. No doubt but all her Letter^ previous to 
thofe I have come at, are in that box. Dorcas is 
oneafy upon it : Tet hopes that her Lady does not 
fofp^ her ; for ihe it fore that fl^e laid in every* 
thing at (be found it. 

LETTER LXV. 

Mr* LoviLicti To John Bslpokd, Efy^ 

Cocoa tne^ Saturday ^ May 37. 

THIS Ipecacuanha it a moft difagreea&lie medi* 
cine. That thefe curfcd phyfica} folks can- find 
out n Mhing to do us good, but what would poifon 
the d'vU! In the other world, were they only to 
take phytic* it would be punifhment enough of itfelf 
for a fDif-fpent life. A DoAor at one elbow, and an 
Apothecary at the other, and the poor foul labouring 
under their prefcribed operations^, be need no worlc 
1 3rmentor$. 

But now this was to take down my countenance^ 
It has done it t For, with violent reachihgs, having 
taken enough to make me fick,, and not enough 
vater to carry it oSTy I prefently looked as if I had 
ke)>i my bed a fortnight. Ul-jefling^ as I thought in 
the midfl of the eaercife^ nuith edge-tools, and worfe 
with phyjical ones. 

Two hours it held me^ I had forbid Dbreas to 
let her Lady know any-thing of the matter ;: out of 
tendcrnefs to her; being willing^ when fht knew 

my 

(t) See p II*, OLftg. 
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mj prohibidooy to let her fee that I iXfUUd her to 
be concerned for me.— - 

Welly bat Dorcas was neverthelefi a vfoman^ and 
fhe can wbifptr to her Lady the fecret (he it enjoined 
to keep ! 

Come hither^ Toad [ fick as a devil at the inftant] ; 
Lee me fee what a mixture of grief and ftirprize may 
be beat up together in ihc piioden-£ice- 

That won*t do. That dropt X^w, and mouth dif« 
tended rnto the long ov^al, ia more upon the Horrible 
llUn the Grievous.. 

Nor that pinking.and'winMing with thj wUous ejeig 
as'my Charmer once called them. 

A little better That y, yet not quite right : But keep 
your mouth clofer. You have amufcle or two which 
you have no command of, between your cheek-boue 
and your lips, that fhould carry one corner of your 
floooth up towards your crow's fSoot, and that down to 
meet it. 

There ! Begone ! Be in a plaguy hurry running up 
fiatrs and down* to fetch from the Dining-rootn what 
you carry up on purpofe to fetch^. till motion earra- 
.ordinary put you out of breath, and'givc you the figh- 
iHitural. 

What's the matter, Dorcas T 

Nothing. Madam. 

My Beloved wonders fhe has not (cen me this morn- 
!ng9 no doubt ; but is to6 fhy to fay fhe wonders. 
Repeated What's the matter^ however, as Dorcas 
runs up and down> (lairs by her door, bring on, Oh ! 
Hadam I my mafler V my poor mafter i 

What ! How ! When !— And all the monofyllables 
of fnrprifc.. 

UVUUn Parentl^fir let me tell thee, that I have 
oi&cn thought, that the little words m the Republic 
oIf Letters, like the Uttle folks in a nation, are the 
moft lignificanu The trlfyllablcs^ and the rumbUrs 

/K 6 OL 
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of fyltablet more then three, are but the good for 
little magnates.'} 

I muft not tell you. Madam — My mafter ordered 
me not to tell you — But he is in a worfe way than he 
thinks for ! — But he would not h^vc you frighted. 

High concern took pofieffion of every fweet fieature. 
She pitied me ! — By my fouli (he pitied ttit ! 
Where is he ? 

Too much in a hurry for good-manners [^Another 
parentheji's^ Jack ! Good-manners are fo little na- 
tural, that we ought to be compcfed to obferve them. 
PolitcDefs trill not live in a Aorm] I cannot ftay to 
anfwer queflions, cries the wench — though defirous to 
anfwer [yf third Parentbejis — Like the people crying 
proclamations, running away from the cuftomers they 
want to fell to]. This hurry puts the Lady in a hurry 
to afky I A fourth, by way of embelli/hing the third !] 
as the other does the people in a hurry ro buy. And 
I have in my eye now a whole ftreet raifed, and run- 
ning aftf r a proclamation or exprefs-crier^ as if the 
firft was a thief, the other his purfuers. 

At laO, O Lord ! let Mrs. Lovelace know !— 
There is danger, to be fure ! whifpered from one 
Nymph ro another ; but at the door, and fo loud, 
that my lidening Fair^one might hear. 

Out fhc dans — As how ! as how, Dorcas ! 
O Madam — A vomiting of blood ! A veflcl broke, 
to be Cure ! 

Down Ihe haflens ; finds every one as bufy over my 
blood in the entry^ as if it were that of the Neapolitao 
Sainr. 

In fleps my Charmer^ with a face of fweet conccrD» 
N&rv dajou, Mr. Lovelace ? 

O my bcft Love? — Very well! — Very well I — 
Nothing at all ! Nothing of conftquence ! — I ihall be 
well in an inflant ! — Straining again ! for I was in- 
deed plaguy iick^ though no more biood came. 

In 
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In (hort, Belford, I have gained my end. I fee 
the dear foul loves me. I fee (he forgives me all that's 
paft. I fee I have credit for a new Icore. 

Mif* Howe, I defy thee, my dear — Mrs. Townf- 
cnd J — Who the devil arc yon ? — Troop away with 
your contrabands. No Smuggling ! Nor Smuggler, 
but myfelf^ Nor will the choiceft of my Fair-one's 

favours be long prohibited goods to me ! 

• • • • 
# • 

Evert one now is fure that (he loves me. Tears 
were in her eyes more than once for me. She fuf- 
fered me to take her hand, and kifs it as often as I 
pleafed. On Mrs. Sinclair's mentioning, that I too 
much confined myfelf^ fhe prefled me to take an Air- 
ing ; but obligingly defired me to be careful of my- 
felf. Wifhed I would advife with a phyfieian. God 
made phyfic'tans^ fhe faid. 

I did not think That, Jack. God indeed made us 
All. But I fancy (he meant phyjic \n&c2iA o£ phyjicians; 
and then the phrafe might mean what the vulgar 
phrafe means ; — ^God fends meaty the D^vU cooks. 

I was well already, on taking the Styptic from her 
dear hands. 

On her requiring me to take the air, I aiked, If I 
might have the honour of her company in a coach ; 
and this, that I might obferve if (he had an intention 
of going out in my abfence* 

If (he thought a chair were not a more proper 
vehicle for my cafe, (he would wiih all her heart ! 
There's a precious ! 

I kifTed her hand again ! She was all. goodnefs f— - 
Would to heaven I better deferved it, I faid !— But 
all were golden days before us ! — Her prefence and 
generous concern had done every-thingr I was weTl ! 
Nothing ailed me. But (ince my Beloved will have 
It fo, ru take a little Airing ! — Let a chair be called I 
— O my Charmer I were I to have oived this indtf- 
pofition to my late harajfes^ and to the uneafinefs I have 
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kulfir ifM^juig yw ; aB ii infioiidf compenfated 
Iqr four nodad'f — AU cbe Art of HcaKog it fa 
jour faues 1— Tour late difpleariire was the oqIj 
aubdf t 

While lifrt. Sinclair^ and Dorcas, aod Polly^ and 
efeo poor filly Mabell \}ot Sallf went out, as my aa« 
gd oune in] with uplifted funds and ey^St ftood 
tK^inWing Heaven that I was better, in audible whif- 
pers : See the power of Lovc» cried one i-»What a 
channiog huflMod, another i — Happy couple, all ! 

O how the dear creatore^ check mmtled I— How 
her eyes fparkled 1 — How fwcetly aocepuble is praife 
so comcioos merit, while it but reproaches when ap- 
plied to the undeierviog !— What a new, what a gay 
creation it makes at once in a diffident or diipiriicd 
heart! 

And nowy Belford, was it not worth while to be 
fick \ And yet I muft tell thee, that too many plea<^ 
fimter expedienu offer themfeltcs^ to make trial any 
more o£ this confounded Ipecacuanha. 

LETTER XLVI. 

Mif$ Clarissa Harlowe^ 7b Mifs Howb. 

Soiurdaji May 27. 

MR. Lovelacei my dear, has been very ill. Snd' 
denly taken. With a vomiting of bioodJn great 
4|nantities. Some veflcl broken. He complained' 
in a diforder in his ftomach over-nighr.. I was the 
more affeAed with it, ox / am afraid it vmu occafiw^ 
h thi violent contentions betwem us. — But was V in 
ftult? 

How lately did I. think I hated him ! — But hatred 
and anger, I fee, are but temporary paffibns with me. 
One cannot, my dear,, hate people in danger of death. 
Of who ase in diftreis or affi£Uon. My heart, I find, 
is not proof agaioft kindncfs« and acknowledgment of 
cirors committed. 

He 
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He cook great care to have his iilneft concealed 
lirom me at hing as he could. So tender in the vio- 
lence of hit diforder ! — So defiroos to make the beft 
of it !— I wiih he had not been ill in my Bght* I 
was too much affefied— Every*bod]r alarmmg me 
with his danger — ^The poor man^ from fuch high 
health, fo/uaUnly taken i — And fo unprepared !— - 

He is gone out in a chair. I advifed him to do fo. 
I fear that my advice was wrong ; fioce Quiet in fuch 
a (Bforder muft needs be beft. \Ye are apt to be lb 
ready, in cafes of emergency, to give our advice^ 
without judgment, or waiting for it !— -I propofed a 
phyfician indeed i but be would not hear of one. I 
liaTe great honour for the faculty ; and the greater, 
as I have always obferved^ that thofe who treat 
the profeflbrs of the Art of healing contemptuoiiily» 
too generally treat higher inftitutions In the fame 
manner. 

I am really very uneafy. For I have, I doubt ex* 
pofed myfelf to him, and to the women below. Tifoy 
indeed will excufe me^ as they think us married. But 
if he be not generous, I fhall have caufe to regret this 
furprife \ which (as I had reafoo to think myfelf un- 
accountably treated by hkn) has- taught me more than 
I knew of myfelf* 

Tit true, I have owned more than once,, that I 
could have liked Mr*. Lovelace above all men. t 
remember the debates , you and I ufed*. to have on 
this fubjcAi when I was your happy gueft. Tou 
vfcA to fay, and once you« wrote {a^ that men. of 
his caft are the men that our Sex do not naturatfy 
diflike: While I held, that fuch were not (how- 
ever tbat might be) the men we ougbi to like. BVit 
what with my Relations precrpitating of me, on 
one hand,, and what with hu unhappy charaAer, 
and embarraffing ways, on the other, I had 00 more 
ktfure than itaclinatioa to examine my own heart 

in 
(•) See p. ni. 
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in this particular. Aod this reminds me oF a paf- 
fage in one of your former Letters, which I will 
tranfcribe^ though it was written in raillery. May 
it not be^ (bj you (a), that you have had Juch perfini 
todealwthf as have not allowed you to attend to tie 
throbs ; or, if you had them a littU now'-and-then, 
Vihether, having had two accounts to place them tG, 
you havi not by mtftake put them to the wrong omf 
Apaflage^ which, although it came^into my niiod 
when Mr. Lovelace was lead exceptionable^ yet 
that I have denied any efficacy to^ when he has 
teazed and vexed me, and given me caufe of faf- 
picion. For, after allj my dear^ Mr. Lovelace is 
not wife in all his ways. And Oiould we not endea- 
vour, as much as is poffible where we are not attached 
by natural ties, to like and diflike as reafon bids us,, 
and according to the merit or demerit of the objcd ? 
If Love, as it is called, is allowed to be an excufc 
for our mod unreafonable follies, and to lay level all 
the fences that a careful education has furrounded us 
by, what is meant by the doctrine of fubduing. our 
paffions ? — But, O my deaieft friend, ami not guilty 
of a punifhable fault, were I to love this man of er- 
rors ^ And has not my own heart deceived me, when 
I thought I did not ? And what mnft be that Love,, 
that has not fome degree of purity for its obje£k ? I 
am afraid of recolle^ing fome paiTages in my CoulSa 
Morden's Letter (^).— And yet why fly I from fub- 
je£ts that, duly confidered, might tend to correct and 
purify my heart ? 1 have carried, I doubt, my notions 
on this head too high, not for practice, but for my 
practice. Yet think me not guilty of Prudery nei- 
ther \ for had I found out as much of myfelf before*, 
or, rather, had he given me hearts* eafe enough be- 
fore to find it out, you (hould have had my confcf* 
£on fooner. 

Ncver- 

(«) Sec Vol. I. p, 66. (i) S€c p. »8, & fcq. Ckf this Volume. 
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Neterthelefs let mc tell you (what I hope I may 
juftly tell you) that if agaiu he give me cauie to re- 
fume diftance and rePerve, I hope my reafon will 
gather ftrength enough from his imperfeAions, to 
enable me to keep my paffions under. — What can wb 
do more than govern ourfelves by the temporary lights 

ICDt US ? 

You will not wonder that I am grave on this de- 
tcftion — Dete6lion^ muft I call it ? What can 1 call 
it ?— 

DifTatisfied with myfelf, I am afraid to look back 
upon what I have written : And yet know not how 
to have done writing. I never was in fucli an odd 
frame of mind. — I know not how to dtfcribc it. — 
Was^ow cvtvfo ? — Afraid of the cenfure of her you 
love — Tet not confcious that you deferve it \ 

Of this, however, I am convinced, that I fhould 
init§d deferve cenfure, if I kept any fecret of my 
litfart from you. 

But I will not add another wordy after I have alTu- 
ted fDtnr tEat I will- look ftill more narrowly into my- 
ielf : And that I am - 

W^S?" ^^^^ equally Jincerc and offeSlionaU 

^^^ Cl. Harlowe. 

""-' LETTER- XLVn. 

^ Mr. LovELiCB, 70 John Bclford, E/q\ 

^ Sa^ Evening* 

.T Had a charming Airing. No return of my malady 
^ My heart peri'edlly eafy, how could my (tomach 
be otherwire ? 

; But when I came home, I found that my fweet 
foul had b;:cn alarmed by a neiu incident'-^'thc in- 
quiry after us both, in a very fufpicious manner, and 
that by defcription of our peribnt , and not by names, 
by a iervant in a blue livery curn*d up and trimm*d 
with yellow. 

Dqcc^& 
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Dorcas wtt called to him^ at the opper-fisi^aot ; 
tod (he rcfufibg to aofwer anf of the fellow's qne» 
fBont » unlefs he told bit bo6nefi». and from whom 
fie camCi the fellow (as ihorc as (he) faid, That if 
Ihe would not aofwer Km^ perhaps (hie mighc aofwer 
fomebody JJi ; aod went away out of humour. 

Dorcas hurried up to her Ladj , and alarmed* her 
HOC ool J with the hik, but with, her own coojeAures ; 
addiog, that he was ao ill-looluog fedbw^ and (be was 
fore could come for no good. 

The livery aod the featores of the (erraoe were 
Mrticularly inquired after, and as particukurljr de* 
fcribed— Ijr^/ M^Ji beri no end of btr aldrmSf fit 
tioygii / Aod theo did her apprcheofioos anudpate 
cveij eril that could happeo. 

She wifhed Mr. Lovelace would come in. 

Mr. Lorelace came in foon after i all livelf » graie« 
fuly full of hopes» of dutf, of love, to thamc his 
Charmer, and to congratulate with her upon the cure 
ihe had performed. Aod then file told the Story, wFtE 
all its circumftaoces } and Dorcas, to poiot her Lady's 
fears, told us, that the fervaat was a fun-burat fel- 
low, and looked as if he had been at Sea. 

He was theO| no doubt, Captaio Singleton's fer« 
vaot, and the next news fhe fhould hear was, that 
the houfe was furounded by a whole Ship's crew; 
the vefrel lying no farther of, as ihe uodcrftood^ than 
Rotherhith. 

Impoffible, I faid. Such an attempt would not be 
ufhered in by fuch a manner of inquiry. And why 
may it not rather be a fervant of your Coufin Mor* 
den, with notice of his arrival, and of his defign to 
attend you > 

This furmife delighted her. Her apprehenCons 
went offr and (he was at leifure to congratulate mc 
upon my fudden recovery ; which (he did in the moft 
obliging manner. 

But we had not fat long togedlier» when Dorcas 

ag^aia 
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again came fluttering up to tcU us» that the footman* 
the Viry footman, was again at the door^ and In* 
quired, whether Mr. Lovelace and his Lady, h name, 
>had not lodgings in this houle ? He asked, he told 
Dorcas, for no harm : But his dxfavowing of harm, 
was a cbmonAration wich mj apprehenfive Fair-one» 
that harm was intended. And as the fellow had not 
been aaftrered by Dorcas^ I propofed to go down 
to the Street-parlour, and hear what he had to 

1 fee your caufelefs terror, mj deareft life, faid I, 
and jour impatience — Will jou be jpleafed to walk 
down — And without being obferved (for he fhall come 
no fanher than the Parlour-door) jou may hear all 
that paflcs I 

She confented. We went down. Dorcas bid the 
man come forward. Well, fMeod, what b your bu* 
finefs with Mr. and Mrs. Lovelace I 

Bowing, fcraping, I am fure you are the gemle- 
snan, . Sir. Why, Sir, my bufinefs u only to know 
if your Honour b!e here, and to be fpoken with ; or 
if you (hall be here for any time i 

Whom came you from i 

From a gentleman who ordered me to fay, if I 
was made to tell, but not elfe, it was from a friend 
of Mr. John Harlowe, Mrs, Lovelace's eldeft 
Uncle. 

The dear creature was ready to fink upon this. // 
was tut of late that fie had provided her fe\f with Salts. 
She pulled them out. 

Do you know any*thing of Colonel Morden, 
friend I faid L 

No \ I never heard of his name* 

Of Captain Singleton i 

No, Sir. But the gentleman, my i&aftcr, is a 
Captain too. 

What is his name i 

I don't know if I fhouM telK 
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There can be no harm in telling the gentlcmaD's 
namCf if you come upon a good account. 

That I do ; for my mafler told me To ; and diere 
is not an honefter gentleman on the face of Ctiti 
yearthn — His name is Captain TomlinfoD,. Si r. 

I don't know fuch a one. 

I believe not, Sir. He was pleafed to fay, He 
don't know your Honour, Sir^ but I heard himfaj, 
as how he (hould not be an unwelcome vifitor tojou 
for all that. 

Do you know fuch a man as Captain Tomliafoti, 
my deareft life \^y^fide]^ your Uncle's friend.? 

No; but my Uncle may have acquaintance, no 
doubt, that I don't know. — But I hope (^trcmbliog] 
this is not a trick. 

Well, friend, if your mafler has any-thing to fay 
to Mr. Lovelace, you may tell him, that Mr. Love* 
lace is here ; and will fee him whenever he pleafes. 

The dear creature looked as if afraid that my en* 
gagementwas too prompt for my owD.fafetyj and 
-away went the fallow — / wondering^ thatjb^ tm^ht fis$ 
wonder, that this Captain Tomlinfon^ whoever he 
were, came not himfelf, or fent cot a Letter the 
fecood- time, when he had reaibn to fuppofe that I 
might be here. « 

Mean time, for fear that this (hould be a contri- 
vance of James Harlowe, who, I faid, loved pioi- 
ting, though he ^ad not a head turned for it^ I gave 
fome precautionary direAions to the fervants, and 
the women, whotpi, for the greater paiade, I aP 
fembled before us ; And my Beloved was refolvol 
mi toflir abroad ttlljhe faw the ijjue of this add affair. 

And here mufl I cloi^, thou^ info great a puzzte. 

Only let me add, that poor Belton wants thee i for 
I dare not ftir for my life. 

Mowbray and Tourville fkulk about like vaga* 

bondfi 
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bonds, without headt^ without handt, withoot fouls ; 
having neither You nor Me to conduct them. They 
tell me, they (hall ruft beyond the power of oil or 
a£lion to brighten them up, or give them motion. 
How goes it w ith thy Uncle i 

LETTER XLVIII. 

Mr. LoviLACE, To JoHs Belvokd, E/q\ 

Sunday^ May zB. 

npHIS Story of Captain Tomlinfon employed us 
-* not Only for the time we were together laft 
night, but all the while we fat at breakfaft this morn- 
ing. She would ftill have it, that it was the pre* 
lode to fome mifchief from Singleton. I infifted (ac« 
cording to my former hint) that it might much more 
probably be a method taken by Colonel Morden to 
alarm her, previous to a perfonal vifit- Travelled 
gentlemen affeAed to furprife in this manner. And 
why, deareft creature, faid I, muft every-thing that 
happens, which we cannot Immediately account for^ 
be what we leaft wi(b ? 

She had fo many dlfagreeable things befal her 
of late, that her fears were too often ftronger than 
her hopes. 

And this. Madam, makes me apprehenfive, that 
70U will get into fo l(^-fpirite4 a way, that you will 
not be able to enjoy the happinefs that feems to await 

Her duty and her gratitude, (he gravely faid, to the 
Difpenfer of all good, would fecure her, fhe hoped, 
flijgainft unthanknilnefs. And a thankful fpirit was the 
fame as a joyful onct 

So, Belford, for all her future joys Ihe depends 
entirely upon the Inviiible Good. She is certainly 
right ; fince tbofe who fix leaft upon Second Caufes 
are the leaft likely to be difappointcd— And is not 
this gravity for her gravity I 
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Sbc had hardly done rpeakiog* when Dorcas canie 
mmdog up io a horry-^he fct even my heart iato t 
palpitation— Thoropt thomp, thomp^ like a predpi- 
tated pendulum in a dock-cafe — FluttcTt flutter, flat- 
tery mj Charmer'f 9 as by her Aveet bofom rifiog to 
her diin I faw. 

This lower clafs of People, my Beloved hcrielf 
obTervcdf were for ever aimmg at the Jhifii Wm- 
derftilf and for making even common incidemi out- 
ter of furprife. 

Wbv the devil, faid I to the wench^ this alamioa 
hurry r-*And with your fpread fiagerst and your 
Madams^and O Sirs) — and hecursMtio youf Wmid 
there have been a lecohd of time diJBSvences 1^^ J^ 
come up (lowly ? 

Captain TomHnfon, Sir 1 

Captain OevUfon, what care I ?— Do joa ieekov 
y^u^havc'difordered your -Lady ? 

Good Mr. Lovelace, faid my Charmer, trembliiig 
rfee Jack, when (be has an end to ferve, I am god 
Mr.LovelaceJ If<-*if my brother, — ifCi^tain Single- 
ton (hould appear— Pray now— I J>efeech you^-Let 
me beg of you — to govern your temper — My Bro- 
ther is my Brother— Captain Siqgleton is but ao 
Jigent. 

My deareft life, folding -my arms about her £Wheo 
(be a(ks favours, thought I, the devil's in it, if (he 
will not allow of fuch innocent froedom as tbiit 
horn good Mr. Lovelace tdo3 you (hall bewitnefsof 
all that my pafles between >U8.— 4) oroas defire ihe gon* 
tleman to walk up. 

Let me retire to my chamber firft 2— Let me nsl 
be known to be in the houfe ! 

Charmmg dear!— Thou feeft, Belford,ihe is afiFaid 

of leaving me-l— O the little witchcrafts J Were it 

nor for iurprizes xxow-aud^thsn^ how would an honeft 

flutn know where to Viave ^tm\ 

She withdrew to^iftcu— lksi^x!b»^ ^\\\»RA«ia.\« 
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t turoed out to anfwer nil Iwified from iff jet it 
necefliryy if I would acquaint thee with my wMe 
culation, to be very particular in what pafled be- 
een Capcain Tomlinfon and me. 

£nter Cnptmn Tmnllnfm in a ruUng^dre/St wMp 
in band* 

Your fervant. Sir, — Mr LoTebce, I prefuiri^ i 
My name it Lovelace, Sir. 

Excufe the Day, Sir, — Be pleafed to excuie my 
irb. I am obliged to go out o£ town direfltlyt that 
nay return at night* 

The Day is a good day. Your Garb needs no 
^logy. 

When I ient my fenrant, I did not knmif tkta 1 
mH find time to do myfil/ this honour. All that I 
oog^t I could do to oblige my friend this joumeyt 
ts only to aiTure myfelf of your abode ; and whe* 
er there were a probability of being admitted to the 
aech either of you» or your Lady. 
6lr, you beft Icnow your own moH^es. What 
lur time will permit you to do, you aUb befi know, 
id here I am, attending yourpleafore. 
Jfy Charmer owned e^Urwards her eonamon w^ 
Mng fo Jbort. Whatever 1 Jhallmmgh rfhif 
emotionti thou wilt eafify gue/s I had e^torwairdu 
Sir» I hope no offence. I intend none. 
Hone — None at all, Sic 

Sir, I have no intereft in the afiair I come about, 
niay appear officious ; and if I thoudit I fliould^ I 
mU decline any concern in it, anor I have juft 
bted what it js. 
And pray, Sir, what*is k ? 
Afay I aik yoi% Sir« without ofl&nce^ whether yoo 
ih to l)e reconciled, and to co-opertie opcm honour* 
k tevm9» with 6a# gendeman of <ihe4aaaie of Har* 
we ; preparative, as it may ^be hopedt to a QeneiaL 
sconoUation? 
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how my heart f uttered ! cried my Charmer. 

1 can't tclU Sir — [_Jnd then it fluttered ftill more, 
no dcuhf] : The whole family have ufed me extremely 
ill. They have t akeo greater liberties with my cha- 
rafter than are juftifiable ; and with my family too \ 
which I can lefs forgive. 

Sirj Sir, I have done. I beg pardon for this in- 
trufion. 

My Moved was then ready tojtnk^ and thought very 
hardly of me. 

Bur, pray. Sir, to the immediate pnrpofe of yonr 
prefcnt commiffion ; iince a commiflion it feems lo 
be? 

It is a commiffion. Sir ; and fuch a one, as I 
thought would be agreeable to all parties^ or I fliould 
not have given myfelf concern about it. 

Perhaps it may^ Sir, when knowtf. But let me aflc 
you one previous Queftion ? Do you know Colonel 
MordeA, Sir ? 

No, Sir, If you meai> perfonally^ I do not. Hot 
1 have heard my good friend Mr. John HarlQwe talk 
of him with great refpe£t; and as a Co-truftee with 
him in a certain Trufl. 

LoveL I thought it probable, Sir, that the Colonel 
might be arrh^ed ; that you might be a gentleman of 
his acquaintance ; and that fomething of an agree- 
able furprife might be intended. ' 

Capt, Had Colonel Mordcn been in England, Mr. 
John Harlowe would have known it \ and then 1 
fhould not have been a ftranger to it. 

LoveU Well but. Sir, have you then any com- 
miffion to me from Mr John Harlowe ? 

Capt. Sir, I will tell you, as briefly as I can, the 
whole of what I have to fay ; but you'll excufe mt 
alfo a previous Qucflion, for which curlofity is not 
sny motive : but it is ntceflary to be anfwered bc- 
Are I can proceed ; as you wiU judge when you hear 
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Vjvel, What, pray, Sir, is your qtieftlon ? 

Capu Briefly, Whether you arc aftually, and hona 
fiie^ married to Mifs Clariua Harlow'e ? 

I ftarted, and^ in a haughty tone. Is this. Sir, & 
queftion thatmi/^ be anfwercd before you can proceed 
in the buGnefs you have undertaken \ 

I mean no offence, Mr. Lovelace. Mr. Harlowe 
fought me to undertake this office. I have daugh- 
ters and nieces of my own. I thought it a good of* 
ficCf or I, who have many confiderable affairs upod 
my hands, had not accepted of it. I know the 
world', and will take the liberty to fay. That if that 
young Lady — 

Captain Tomlinron, I think you are called ? 

My name is Tomlinfon. 

Why then, Captain Tomlinfon, no liberty ^ as you 
call ir, will be taken well, that is not extremely de- 
licate, when that Lady is mentioned. 

When you had heard me out, Mr. Lovelace, and 
had found, I had fo behaved^ as to make the caution 
neceffary, it would have been juft to have given it. — 
Allow mc to fay, I know what is due to the cha- 
racter of a woiran oi virtue, as well as any maa 
alive. ' 

Why, Sir ! Why, Captain Tomlinfon, you feem 
warm. If you ir.rend any -thing by this {0 how 1 
trembled! faid the Lady, "Mhen Jhe iak notice of this 
fart of cur cOKverftion aftcrvjards~\ I will only fay, 
that this Is a piivilcged place. It is at prefent my 
home, and an aiyln:!} for any gendeman who thinks 
it ^lATonh his while to inquire after me, he the man* 
ner or end of his inquiry what it, will. 

I know not, Sir, that I have gi^en Qccafion for 
this. I make no fcruple to attend you elfewhere^ if 
[ am troublefome here. I was told, I had a warm 
young gentleman to deal with-: But as I knew my 
intention, and that my comoliffion was an aocv\ca^\& 
3Tie, I was the lef^ concerned ab^ux. ^^\« 'V 'dLtsv 
V4^L. IV. O v^^w» 
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twice your age, Mr. LoveUce. I dare fay : But I do 
aflure you, that if either my mtiTigc, or my mannefi 
give you odcnce, I can fufpeDd the one cr the other 
for a day, or for ever, as you like. And (b. Sir, 
any iloie before Eight lo-morrow nioroing« you will 
let me koow your farther commands. — And was go- 
iug to tell me where he might be found. 

Captain Tomlinfoo, faid I, you aofwer well. I 
love a man of fplric. Have you not been in the v» 

my ? 

I have, Sir ; but have turned my fiacfd ints a ph^^ 
f2ar€^ as the Scripture has it XTkcre '•a:as a cliwer 
/e/hWf Jack l^^I/c "jl-js a gczd man J-ith fimeb^Jy^ 1 
'jjirrant ! O what a fine coat and cloak for an hy- 
pocrite will a text of Scripture, properly applied, 
make at any time ia the eye of the pious ! — How 
catily are the good folks taken in I] — And all mj 
delight, added he, for fome years p.ifl, has been ic 
cultivating my paternal EAatf. I love a brave roan, 
BIr. Lovelace, as well as ever I did in my life. But 
let me tell yoU| Sir, that when you come to my 
time of life, you will be of opinion, that there is not 
fo much true bravery in youthful choler, as you may 
now think there is. 

A clever fellow again, Belford ! — Ear and heart, 
both at once, he took in my Charnur ! — *'Tis lir/", 
ilie fa) 5, thsre are fome men -ji-hc have -jjidmi in their 
mnger. 

Well, Captain, that is reproof for reproof. So 
we arc upon a foot. And now give me the pleafurc 
of hearing the import of your commifiion. 

Sir, you muft firft allow me to repeat my queflion : 
Arc you really, and bona Jide^ married to Mifs Cia- 
Tifla Harlowc ? Or arc you not yet married ? 

Bluntly put, Captain. But if I anfwer that I OMi 
vrhat then \ 
• Why then, 5\r, 1 ftuW ^vj> v\i3A.^^>a.-ix^^\ftasxof 

lionour. rrv 

8 ^ 
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That I hope I am^ whexhcr you fay it or nof, Cap* 
tain TomlinfoD. 

Sir, I will be very frank in all I have to fay oo 
this fubjcA — Mr. John Harlowe has lately found our, 
that 70U and his Niece are both in the fame lodgings ; 
that you have been long fo ( and chat the Lady was 
at the Flay with you yefterday was fe'nnight ; and 
he hopes rhat you art aAually married. He has in* 
dead heard that you are ; but as he knows your en! 
terprifing temper* and that you have declared, that 
you difdain a relation to their family, be. is willing 
by nie to have your marriage confirmed from your 
own mouthf before he take the fteps he is inclined to 
take in his Nitce's favour. You will allow me to 
jay, Mr. Lovelace, that ' he will not be fatisfied with 
ao anfwer that admits of the leaft doubt« 

Let me tell you. Captain Tomlinfon» that it is a 
high degree of vileneis for any man to fuppofe— - 

Sir — Mr. Lovelace — don't put yourfelf into a paf* 
iioo. The Lady's relations are jealous of ihc honour 
of their family. They have prejudices to overcome 
as well as you — Adv.intage may have been taken— r 
and the L idyi at the tmief not to blame* 

This Lady, Sir, could give no fuch advantages ; 
and if fhc ha J, what mud the man be, Captain Tom- 
linfon, who could have taken them f— Do you know 
^e Lady, Sir ? 

I never had the honour to fee her but once ; and 
that was at CUuich ; and fbould nut know hec 
again* 

Not knov/ her again, Sii ! --I thought there Mis 
. not a min living who had once fcen her, and would 
■not know bt.r among a thonfand, 

I remember, Sir^ that I thought I never faw a 
£ocr woman in my life. But, Mr. Lovelace^ i V^^ 
licvc, you will allow, that it is bcVUt \\yix \i« 'i^- 
JjiHOfS Should have wronged you, t\x%u ^q>x ^^ La&v 
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I- hopei ^ir» yoa will ^roiic tae to repeat wj 
quefiioa. 

Enter Dorcds, in a hurry. 
A genthnan, this minucei Sir, defires to fpeak witk 
your Honour — [/Wjr Laefy, Sir ! — Jfjlde.^ 

Could the dear creature put Dorcas upon tcllioi; 
this fibf yet want to fare «^ one ?— 

Defire the gentlemHa to wa& into pne of the i>ikr* 
lours* I wUl virait on bim prefently* 

[Exit Dorcas. 
: The d^r creature, I doubted not, wanted toio- 
lAmft me how to anfwer the Captain's home Put. I 
Ibnew how I intended to anfwer it — f lumb, then 
<&a]r*ft be fure — But Dorcas's inefTag^ ftagger'd me^ 
And yet I was upon one of my mafter-ftrokes— 
*Which was. To take advantage of the Captain's in- 
-quirics, and' to make her oivn her marriage hfwt Innii 
as (he had done to the people below '; and if fhe had 
been brought to that, to induce her, for her Uncle^-i 
fatisfaftiofi, 'to write him a Letter of gratitude; 
•rhich of courfe muft have been £gncd Clari£a Love- 
lace. I was loth, therefore, thou may 'ft believe, to 
attend her fuddcn commands : And yet, afraid of 
pufhing matters beyond t recovery with her, I thought 
proper to lead him from the quedion, to accouot 
for himfelf, and for Mr. Harlowe's coming at the 
knowledge of where we are; and for other particulars 
iirhich I knQW would engage her attention ; and which 
might poffibly convince her of the neceffity there was 
for her to acquicfce in the .affirmative I was difppfed 
toMgive. And this for her own fake ; for what, as I 
aiked her afterwards, is it to me, whether I am ever 
reconciled to her family? — A family, Jackj wjhichi 
snuft for ever defpife. 

You thidlk,. Captain, that I have anfwered doubt* 
^lly to the qucfiipn you put. You maj^ think fa 
And j^ou muft know, ^^at I have a good deal of 

pride: 
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Eride! and, only that jqu arc a gentleman, and - 
!cro in thi> aff4ir \o be gpycraqd Uy gcnqrpu$ mo- 
tivesy or I ihould ill brook being interrogated as to 
fay honour to a Lady fp dear (q pie. — B^t before I 
tnfvfcr more d^reftly to tfi^ pointy pf^y fatisify me ia 
I queftion or. twp that I (hall put to you. 

yfith all my heart, S\v, A^lg, me >yhat queftlons 
you pleafe, I will aqfwer them with iincerity and 
C^odoqn 

You fay, Mr. Harlowe has found out that wcr 
were at a Play together : And th^lt we were both in 
the fame lodgings-r^Hpv. pr^, c^mc he at hi? know- 
ledge ? — Fpr, le^ ipe tell ^ou, that I.h^ye.for p^riain 
poofiderations (not refpe^ling myfelf, I wUl afiure 
j^ou) coodercendcd, that pur abode {hou)d be kept 
ff cret. And this has be^n fo AjriAly obfpcyed, that 
•yen Mifs Howe, though (he %nd piy Beloved f;os« 
r^ondj ^nows not dire£tly,¥fhither to fend to ps. 

Why, Sir, ^he peffon yrba faw yoi) m the Blay 
1^88 8 tenant of Mr. Jphq Harlowe* He watched, all 
jour motions. When the Play W4$ i^nc, h^ follow* 
cd your coach to your lodgings, ^nd early the p^xc 
day, Siinday,he took hprfe, and aqqu^inted his laod- 
Ipr^ with what he had qbferYed. 

L$vf/. How oddly things come about I — IPut docs 
Any other of the Harlowes know where we are ? 

i^qpt. It is an abfolute fccret fo every other perfon 
of (he family \ and fo it is intended to be l^ept ; As 
alfo th^t Mr. John Harlpwe is willing tq enter into 
treaty with you, by me, if his jiUcce be <illualfy 
niarriedi for perhaps be is aware» tb^t he (hiil have 
difficulty enough with fome peopVs to bring at)out the 
deiirable Reconciliation, altho* he could giye them 
this afTurance. 

I doubt it not, Captain— To James Harlowe is all 
jthc family. folly owing.— Fine fools I {hemcally Jialk' 
ing abouQ to be governed by one to whom malice^ 
aod not genius^ gives the bufy IvseYvus.^ >^v ^x^"^^- . 

O 3 ^^Sc^^"^ 
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guiihes him from a Natural !-*But how lotig, pray, 
Sir» bag Mr. John Harlowe been ia this pacific difpo- 
fition ? 

I will tell jou, Mr. Lovelace, and the occafion $ 
and be very explicit upon it, and upon all that cod- 
cems jou to know of me^ and of the commiffion I 
have undertaken to execute ; and this the rather, as 
when ^ou have heard me out^ you will be fatisfieJi 
that I am not an officious man in this my prefent td- 
drefs to you. 

I am all attention^ Captain Tomlinfon* 

jindjo I doubt not was my Mov^d, 

Capt* * You muft know. Sir. that I have not been 

* many months in Mr^ John Harlowe 's neighbourhood. 
' I removed from Northamptonflxirc, partly for the 
' fake of better managing one of two ExecutorihipS} 
^ which I coL'M not avoid engaging in (the affairs of 
' which frequently call me to town, and are part of 
^ my prefeot bufinefs)^ and partly for thd fake of oc* 

* cupying a neglefted farm, which has lately fallen 
< into my hands. But tho' an acquaintance of oo 
« longer {landing, and that commencingon the Bowl* 

* ing- green lUnde John is a great Bowler ^ Belford] 
« (upon my ditifion of a point to every one's faiif" 

* fadlitn, whi<h was appealed to me by all the gen- 

* ilemen ^ and which mighi have been attended with 
.'•' bad confequences) no two Brothers have a morC 
*' cordial efteem for each other. You know, Mr. 

* Lovelace, that there is a confent^ as I may call i^ 

* in feme minds, which will unite them ftrongcr to- 

* gether in a few hours, than years can do with 

* others, whom yet we fee not with difguft.' 
hovel. Very true. Captain. 

Capt. * It was on the foot of this avowed friend- 

'/hip on both fides, that on Monday the 15th, as I 

* very well remember, Mt. "ft^Y\ov«t \\\N\\t.d himl'elf 

' home with me. Ai^dv^Yvtw v\v^x^, V^ -^^^Wx^^ 

^ me with the wlvo\c o£ v\ie >.uY.^^v>j ^«^v^ ^v.v W 
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* made them all fo uneafy. Till then I knew ic on- 

* ly by report; for, imimate as wc were, I forbore 

* to fpeak of what wa* fo near his heart, . till he be- 

* gap firfl. And then he told me that he had had 

* an application made to him, two or three days be- 

* fore, by a gentleman whom he named (a) to 
' induce him not only to be reconciled hiaifelt to 
' his Niece, but to forward for her a general Ke- 

* conciliation. 

^ A like application^ he told me, had been made 
' to his Si(lcr Harlowe, by a good woman whom 

* every body refpedted ! who had intimated, thai his 

* Niece, if encouraged, would again put herfclf 

* into the protection of ber frcinds, and leave you : 

* But if nor, that Jbe muji unavoidably be yours.* 

I hope, Mr. LbveUce, I make no mifchief. — You 
look concerned— You figh, Sir. 

Proceed, Captain Tomlinfojn. Pray proceed.— 
Jnd IJighedJiill more profoundly. 

Ci/*.*. They all thought it extremely particular, 
< that a Lady ihould decline niiarriage with a man fhc 

* had fo lately gonC; away with.* 

■ Pray, Captam — Pray^ Mr. Tomliofon— No more 
of this rubje<5t. My Beloved is an angel. In evcry- 
diing unblameable. Whatever faults there have been, 
have been theirs and mine. What you would further. 
far, is, that the unforgiving family rejeAed her ap- 
plication. They did. She and' I had had a mifunr 
cerftanding. The falling out of Lovers — you kpow^ 
Captain. — We have been happicj ever Cnce. 

Capt. * Well, Sir ; but Mr. John Harlowe could 
not but better confider the matter afterwards. Andt 
he defired my advice how to a£l in it. He told 
me, that no Father ever loved a daughter as he 
loved this Niece of his ; whom, indeed, he ufed 
to call his Daughter -niece. He K\dL» ftvtV^^^^'^'^ 
beta unkindly treated bv Vict BtoOckJCt tw'cA'^^^^ *• 

O 4 V iv^ 

M See Mifs Wowe's Letters, p. jp, -,%. 
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' And as your alliance. Sir, was far from being a^ 

* difcredit to iheir family, he would do his endeavour 
' to reconcile all parties, if he could be fure that yc 
^ ^ere adtually man and wife.' 

L^ei, And what, pray, Captain, was your ad- 
vice ? 

Capt. ' I gave it as my opinion, that if his Niece 
' were unworthily treated, and in diflreis (as he ap- 

* prehended from the application to him) he would 
' i'oon hear of her again : But that it was likely, that 

* this application was made \/itho\}t ixpeHing it would 

* fucceed ; and as a Salvo only, to herfelf, for marryn 

* ing without iheir confent. And the rather tliougM 

* I i'Oy as he had told me, that it came from a youug 
' Lady her friend, and not in a dire^ way/r^m ^*- 

* filft which young Lady was do favourite of the 
' family ; and therefore would hardly have beco emi 
' ployed, had fuccefs been cxpcQed.' 

Lovcl* Very well. Captain Tomlinfon — fray pro- 
ceed. 

Cdpt. ' Here the matter reded till la(^ Sunday eveu"^ 
' ing, when Mr. John Harlowe came to me with the 
^ man who had feen you and your Lad f (as I prefupe 

< ihe is) at the Play j and who had aflured hin^ that 

< you both lodged in the fame houfe.— And then the 
^ application having been fo lately made, which im- 

* plied, that you were not then married, he was fo 

* uneafy for his Niece's honour, that I advifed him 

< to diipaich to town fome one in whom he could 

* condde, to make proper inquiries/ 

Lovely Very well. Captain — And was fuch a per- 
{bn employed on fuch an errand by her Uocle ? 
. Capt, * A trufly and difcreet perfon was accord- 
' inglyfentj and laft Tuefday, I think it was (for 

* he returned to us on the Wcdnefday) he made the 
' /fifluiries among the neighbours firft {Yie very iri' 

f 

' {a) Seep* IBS' 
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* Bur^ finding that none of thein copld give aof f4ti|- 
' fa.ftory account, the Ladf '$' woman was coine ^f^ 

* who declared, that yoii were aftu ally married ^ Butp 

* the loquirift keeping himrelf on the referve as to j^s 
^ employers, the girl refufed to tell the da^^ or to 
^ give Kim other particulars.^ . 

LoveL You give a very dear account o^ every things 
Captain Tomlibfon. Pray proceed* 

Capt* ' The gentleman returned ; and on his re* 

* port Mr. Harlo we, having ftUl doubts, and being 
^ williijg ti proceed on fome grounds in to jinpor«> 
' tant a point, befought.me (as niyvaffairs called nie 

* frequently, to town) to undertake this matter. -' 
■« You, Mr, Tomlinfoo, he waspleafed to fay, have 
** children of your own : You know the world i 
'* You know what 1, drive at f ¥ou will proceed, I 
'* am (uTCf with underftanding and fpirit » And 
'^ whatever you are fatisfied with, fliall fatisfy me«' *) 

Enter Dorcas ^ again in a hurry r 

Sir, the gentleman is iinpatient. 

I frill attend him prefen^ly. 

The Cajptain then accounted for bis not calling va 
perfon, when he had reafon to think us h.ere. 

He faid he had buiinefs of conlecjucnce' a few miles 
out of town, whither he thought hie mud have gone 
yefterday ; and having been obliged to put ofif his litxle 
journey till this day, arid underftaoding'that we were 
withioj not knowing whether he ihould have fuch 
another opportunity, he' was wiljUng to try his good 
foftune before he fet out \ and this'inade him come 
booted and fpurred, as I faw hicn. 

He dropped a hint in commendation of the people 
of the houfe \ but it was in fulch a way, as to gife i^o 
room to fttfpe£): that he thought it neceffdrv to inquire 
after the character of perfons who make (o genteel a.iL, 
appearante, as he obferved One^ do. 
Axidherc let mc remark, ik^x. mi 'B^^'^^^ '^'^'^'^ 
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coUcA another circumftance in favour of the people 
below, bad fhe doubted their charaAers*, from the 
fiknce of her Uncle's Eoquirift on Tuefday amon^ 
Cbe neighbours. 

Capt. ' And now, Sir, that I believe I have fatif- 
^ 6ed you in every thing relating to my commriflion^ 
^ I hope you will permit me to repeat my queftioiv— 
• which is — 

Ent^ Dcrcas again, out of Breath 
Sir, the gentltman will flep up xo you. {^Aly Laif 
il impatienU Sbt wondurs at yoitr Homwp^s d^laj^ 
Jfide.2 

Excufe Bie, CaptMn> for on« momenta 
I have (laid my full time, Mr.. Lovelace* What 
mOLj cefultfrommy queftionand your anfwer,, what^ 
ever ic (hall be,, may take us^ uptime.! — A^nd you are 
engaged* Will you permit me to attend you in tbc 
norningy before I fet out on my r^eturn I 
You will then breakfaft with me, Captain I 
It muft be early if I do. I muft reach my own 
houfc. to-morrow night,, or I (hall make the bed of> 
wives unhappy. And I have two or three places ta- 
call at. in my way. 

It ihall be by Seven o'clock, if you pleafe, Cap*- 
tain. We are carJy folks. And this I will tell yoif,r 
that if ever I am rcconciledto a family fo implacable: 
as I have always found the Harlowcs to be, it muflr. 
be by the mediation of fo cool and fb moderate a^^ 
gentleman a:} yourfclf. 

And fo,. with the higheft civilities^ on- both fides,^ 
we parted. But for the private faiisfaftion^of iO'good 
a man, I left him out of doubt, that we were maA> 
and wifcji tho' I did. not directly aver it. ^ 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Mr, Lovelace, 7!?John B'elford, E/f\ 

Sunday Night. 

TTHIS Captain Tomlinfon is one of the happiefb 
^ as well as one of the beft men in the world* 
'What would r give to nand as high in my Beloved's 
opinion, as he docs ! But yet I am as good a man as ' 
Be, were I to tell my own ftory, and have equal 
credit given to it. Bat the devil fhould have had 
him btfore I had feen him oti the account he came 
upon, had I thought I fhould not have anfwered'^ 
my principal end In it. I hinted to thee in -my laft 
what chat was. 

But to the particulars of the conference between 
my Fair^one, and me, on her hafty mefTiges ; which 
I' was loth to come to» bccaufe £he has had <an half- 
triumph over me in ir.^ 

After I had attended the Captain down to' the very 
paiTage, I returned to the Dining-room, and put on 
a joyful air, on niy Beloved's entrance into it^ — O my 
deareft creature; laid I,^ let me congratulate you oa 
a profpe^l ^o agreeable to your wifhes I And I fnatch* 
cd her band, .and fmothered it with kifies.- 

I was going on ; when, interrupting, me, You fee, ^ 
Mr. Lovelace, iaid fhe, how you have embarrafled 
yourfelf, by your obliquicieB ! You fee, that you 
i^venot been able to return a direct anfwer to a 
plain and honeft queftion ; tho' upon it depends all 
the happinefs on the profpe^t of which you congr^tu* 
lirte me. 

You know, my bcft Love, what my prudent, and 
I Swill fay ji my ^m J motives were, for giving out, 
that we were -married. You fee, that I havej^taken 
no advantage of it; and that no inconvenience has 
followed it. Ybu ice that your Uncle hi^^v% -fy^V^ v^ 
bcaSured from ourfclves, that it is Jo«-** 

6 ^'^'^ 
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Not another word on this fubjcft, Mr* Lovelace* 
I will DOK only rilk> but I will forfeit, the llecoo- 
ciltation fo near my heart, rather than I will go on to 
countenance a ftory fo untrue ! 

My deareft fouir- Would you have me appear — 

I would hive you appear. Sir, as you are i I am 
refolved that I will appear to my Uncle's friend, and 
to my UodCy at lam. 

For one week, my dearefl: life ! Cannot you for 
one week — only till the Seitleoients — 

Not for one hour, with my own confent. Tou 
don't know, Sir, bow much I have been affliAed, 
that I have appeared to the people below what I am 
not. But my Uncle, Sir, fliall never have it to up- 
braid.me, n6r will I to upbraid my fdf, that I have 
wilfully pafTcd upon him in falfe lights. 

What, my dear, would you have me fay to the 
Captain to-morrow morning ? I have given him room 
to think- 
Then put him right, Mr. Lovelace. Tell the truths 
Ttll bini what you pleafe of the fervour of your re la* 
tions to me : Tell him what you will about the Settle- 
ments : And if when drawn, you will fubmit them 
to his perufal and approbation, it will fhew him how 
liiucb you are in earnefl. 

My dcareft life — Do you think, that be would dif- 
approve of the terms I have ofered ? 

No. 

Then may I be accurfed, if I willingly fubmit to 
be trampled under-foot by my enemies ! 

And may I, Mr. Lovelace, never be happy in this 
life, if I fubmit to the paffing upon my Uncle Har- 
lowe a wilful and premeditated falfehood for truth ! I 
have too long laboured under the aiSid^ion which, the 
rejeftion of all my friends has given me, to purchafc 
tryy ilcconciliation wiih ibeoi now at fo dear a price 
35 at that of my veracity . 
The women below, m^ 4t^t— ^^^ 
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What are the women below ro mc? I want not 
to eflablifh myfelf with them. Need they know all 
that paflTes between my relations and you and me ? 

Neither are they any-thmg to me, Madam. Only^ 
that when, for the fake of preventing the fatal mif* 
chiefs which might, have attended your Brother's pro* 
jeAs, I have made them think us married, I would 
not appear to them in a light which you yourfelf think 
fo. (hocking* By mj foul* Madam, I had rather die» 
than contradict rayfclf fo flagrantly, after I have're* 
lated to them fo many circumdances of our marriage* 

Well, Sir, the women may believe what they 
pleafe. That I have given countenance to what yott 
told them, is my error. The many drcumftanced^ 
which you own one untruth has drawn you in to 
relate, is a juAification of my refiifal in the prefeot 
cafe,. 

Doq't you feCi Madam, that your Uncle wiihes 
to find that we are married ? May not the cere* 
mony be privately over, before hb ionediation can take 
place ? . 

Urge this point no farther, Mr Lovelace. If you 
will not tell the truth, / will to-morrow morning (if 
X fee Captain Tomlinfoo) tell it myfelf. Indeed I 
will. 

Will you^ Madam« confent, that things pafs as before 
wkh the. people below f This mediation of TomiinCbai 
may come to nothing. Your Brothdr -s fch^mes mi^r * 
be purfued ; the rather^ that now he' will know (perr 
haps from your Uncle) that ydu are not under a iegal 
prbte£lion.--^You will, at leaft^ conieat, that things 
pafs here as before ? » 

To. permit this, is to ge on in an error, Mr. JLove^ 
lace. But as the occafion for fo doing (if there /:an be 
in your opinion an occaCon that will warrant an vuar 
truths ^illi as I ptefuihci fijOa-bc wt»|\tt«55i i^^ 
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\th difpute that point with you. Ikit a new erroi 
will not be guilty of, if I can avoid it. 

Can I, do you think, Madam, have any difhonou 
able view in the (\epl fiippored you would not fcrup 
to take towards a Reconciliatioo with your own f 
miiy i Not for my own fake^ you know^ did I wi( 
you to take it ; for what is it to me, if I am Dev( 
reconciled to your family ? I want. no favours fro£ 
them. 

I hope, Mr. Lovelace, there is no occaGoOi ia 
ourprefent not diiagreeable fituation, to aafwer fuel 
a queftion. And let me fay, that I iball thinkm 
^rofpedh ilili more agreeable, if, to-moprow mora 
logy you will not only own the very truths but giv 
my Uncle's friend fuch an accouut of the fteps yoi 
have taken,, and ai*e taking, as may keep^ up m 
Uncle's favourable intentions towards me. This yo 
may do under what refttidlions of fecrecy you pleaA 
Captain Tomlinfon is a prudent man ; a prom^tei 
of family-peace,, you- find \. and, Ldare fay, mu/ b 
made a friend. 

I faw there was no help. I^faw that the laflexiblt 

Harlowe fpirit was all up in her. — A lictie witch !^ 

A little — Forgive me,.. Love, for calling, her names I 

And To I faid, with- an air. We have had too man) 

mifunderftandings, Madain,. for metowiili for oewr 

ones : I will obey you without referve- Had I not 

thought I ihould have obliged yon by the other me* 

tfaod (efpecially as the Ceremony might have bsen 

oyer, before any- thing could have operated frcHn- your 

•Uncle's intentions, and of confeq\xence no -untruth 

perfifted jn) I would not have propofed ir. But 

think not,, my beloved creature, that you - (hall 

enjoy, . without- coodidon, this triumph ■ over mj^ 

jttdgmem. 

And theU) cUf^to^ iny arms about' her. I gave her 
trcncd check thci: dMccavvsi^\A^^^^^^^i\^£crvenc 
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kifs.— And your forgivcncfs of this fwcet freedom 
[,bo^v]ng] is that condition. 

She was not mortally qjOfendtd. And now muft I 
make out the reft as well as I can. But this I wHl 
tell thce^ that altho' her triumph has not dinainifhed 
my Love for her ; yet it has IHmulated me more than 
ever to Revenge^ as thou wilt be apt to call it. Bat 
ViSlory or Conqueft is the more proper word* 

There is a pleafure, 'tis true, in fubduing one of 
thefe watchful Beauties. Bur, by my Soul, Belford^ 
~men of our cafl take twenty times the pains to be 
vogues, that it would coft them to be hon€ft ; and' 
dearly, with the fweat of our brqws, and to the 
puzzling of our brains (to fay nothing of the hazards 
we run); do we earn our purchafe; and ought not 
dierefore to be grudged our fucce£i when wc meet 
wkh it — Efpeciatly as, when we have obtained our 
end, fatiety ioon follows ;- and leaves us little or no* 
thing to (hew for it. But this, indeed,> may be faid^ 
of all worldly delights.— And is not that a grave re-^ 
flefiion from me I 

i was willing to write up ^ the time.. Although^ I' 
Have not carried my principal point, I. {hall make 
fomething turn out in tc\j favour from CapcaloTom-^ 
linfonV errand. But let me give thee this caution >^ 
Aat thou do not pretend to j^dge of my devices by 
farts; but have patience till thou fieft'. the wiole.- 
'~ But once more I fwear,. that £ will>not be cuPNorfis*di 
"by a pair of novkesr. And yet 1 am very apprcbeo- 
five af times,, of the oonfecpiences- o£ Miisr Howets^* 
Smuggling fcheme.- 

My confcience, I fhouldtHink, ought not to re-^- 
proach me for a contrivairce, > which is jufttfied by^ 
the contrivances of two fuch girte at^thefe^-One ofC 
whom (the more excellent of- the two) I have always,., 
with her own approbationi .as Limag^ie^ igco^&^iKff^ 
^'ioj imitation. 

Mut hcre^ Jack,, is the tKxng^vVax t.tywS»S«^ 
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and cafes my hf art with adamant : I find by Mifs 
Howe*t Letters, that it is Qviriog to ber^ that I have 
made ne greater progrefs with my blooming Fair-one. 
She loves me. The Ipecacuanha contrivance con- 
vinces me, that (he loves me. Where there isLovc^ 
there muft be confidence, or a defire of having rea[<in 
CO con^e* Generofity founded on my rupppfe4 gc- 
nerofity, has taken bold of her heart. Shall I p9t 
now fee (fince I muft be for ever uqhappy. If I many 
her, and leave any trial uneflayed} what I can milM 
of her Love» and her newly-raifed confidence ?-« 
Will it not be to my glqry co lucceed \ And to hccs, 
and to the honour of her Sex, if I cannot ?-^^ Where 
then will be the hurt to cither, to make the trial ? 
And cannot I, as I have often laid, reward her when 
L will by marriage ? 

'Tis late, or ratl>er early ; for. the day begins |o 
dawn upon me. I am plaguy heavy. Perhaps'I need 
not to have told tlice that. . Jiut will only indulge a 
doze in my chair for an hcur ; then ihake myfelf^. 
Wa(h, and rcfrcfli. At my time of life, with fuch 
a conftitutJon as I am bleficd with> that's all that's 
wanted. 

Good night to me I — It cannot be broad day till 
I am awake. — Aw-w.-w-^haugh^ — Pox of this yawa« 
h)g! 

Is not thy Uncle dead yet ? 

What's come to mioC} that he writes not to my 
laft •' — Hunting after more wifdotn o/nationsp I fup- 
pofe 1 -r- Yaw-Yaw-Yawn-ing again ! -^ Pen, be- 
gone ! 



\.^V. 
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L E T T E R L. 

^r.LoVILACEf T'^JOHH BEt,FOED, £^ 

. Monday y May 29. 

O W have I eftablifhed nijfelf for ever in mf 
Charmer's heart. 

The Captain came at Seven^ as promifed, and ready 
equipped fqr his Journey. M7 Belpyed chofe not to , 
give us her company till our iird converfation was 
over— Afhamcd, Ifuppofci to be prcfcnt ^t thai ps^rt 
of k, whif h was tp rcilore h^r to her Virgin State by 
Oiy ctonfcCioD, after her //^|^<f^^ had been r^pqr^^d 
%Q her Uncle. But i^^ topl^ her ciie ricvcrUiAiefSf 
and KAened to all i^stc pa03:d. 

The modedeft ixronstn, jKk» mnft thjpk, and 
iUpIe; deeply fomettq>et» I wQnder Father tjiey eveo 
blqfl^ at thoft^ chjngi by themfelvet, at ^hich they 
hlifee (b cbarqiing a (cnack of bluOiing ip compat^. 
if not ] afid if biufliing be. a fign of grace or modeifty ^ 
have not the Sex as great a command over thein 
Blofliet at they are faicl fo have over their Tear^ ? 
Tbif reflt^iop would lead roe a great way i^to fe« 
male minds, were I difpofed to puifue it. 

I told the Captain, that I -w^uld prevent his quC'- 
(lioa ; and accordingly (after I had enjoined theilii£l- 
eft fecrecy, that no advantage might be given to 
James Ijfarlowe i apd ^which he ani'wered for as well 
on Mr. Harlowe's part as his own) I acknowledged 
^akedly and fairly the whole truih — To wit^ • Thai 
*- we were not yet married. 1 gave him hints of 1I14 

* caufts of procraflinaiion- Some of them owing to 
' unhappy mifunderilar.dings. Bpt chitily to the 
^ Lady's defire of previous Reconciliation with hec 

* friends \ and to a delicacy that had no txample.* 
Le(s nice Ladies than this^ J^tk* Von^ vt^Vy^^^^^^ 

hys, wilful SLodJtudied delays, iwj>uted to iKcm \^^ >>c^rJv^ 
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for do they not thereby tacitly confefs, that they ex* 
peA to be the greateft gainers in wedlock \ and that 
there is ftlf-denial in the pride they take in delay- 
ing ? 

< I told hifn the reafoa of our pafling to the people 

* below as married — Yet as under a vow of reftric- 
' tion, as to confumination, which had kept us both 

• to the height, one oi forbearing, the other of vip* 

* lant punQiiio ; even to the denial of thofe innocent 

* freedoms, which betrothed Lover* nefcr fcruplc to 
' allow and to take. 

* I then communicated to him a copy of my pro- 
' pofalt of Settlement ; the fubftance of her writua 
' anfwer ; the contents of my Letter of invitation to 
' Lord M. to be her Nuptial-father ; and of my Lord's 

* generous reply. But faid, that, having apprehen- 
^ fions of delay from his ihSrmities, and my Beloved 

* choofing by all means (and that from principles of 

* unrequited duty) a private Solemnization, I had 

• written to escufe his Lordfhip's prefence ; and ex* 

• pe£tcrd an anfwer every hour, 

• The Settlements, I told him, were actually draw* 

• ing by Counfcllor Williams, of whofc eminence he 

• muft have heard — ' 
He had. 

• And of the truih of this he might faiisfy himfelf 

• before he went out of town. 

* When thcfc were drawn, approved, and en- 

* groffcd, nothing, I faid, bat figning, and the no» 

* mination of my happy diy, would be wanting. I 

• had a pride, I declared, in doing the higheft juftice 
' to fo beloved a creature, of my own voluntary mo- 

• tion, and v/iihout the intervention of a family from 

« whom I hid received the greateft infults. And 

' this being our prcfont fituauon, I was contented 

' thn JV'lr. John HatVovJc ft\o\j\d.M^tc\d his reconci- 

' lidtovy purpotcsuU out meivvx^^t vit.tt; ^^>aa^'^ W 
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The Captain was highly delighted with all I faid : 
Yet owned^ that as his dear friend Mr. Harlowe had 
czprefled himfelf greatly pleafed to hear chat we were 
actually married, he could have wifhed it had been {b» 
But^ nevertheiefs, he doubted not that all would be 

He faw my reafons, he faid^ and approved of chem^ 
for making the gentlewomen below [whom again he 
underftood to be good fort of people'] believe, ihat the 
Ceremony had pafTed ; which fo well accounted for 
what the Lady's maid had told Mr. Harlowe*s fiiend. 
Mr. James Harlowe, he faid, had certainly ends to 
anfwer in keeping open the breach ; and as certainly 
had formed a defign to get his Sifter out, of my hands. 
Wherefore it as much imported his tvorthy friend to 
keep this treary a fccret, at it did me; at leaft till 
he had formed his party, and taken his meafure?. 
Ill-will and pafBoh were dreadful mifrcprefentcrs. It 
was amazing to him, that aaimoiity could be carried 
fo high again fl a man capable of views fo pacific and 
fo honourable, and who bad (hewn fuch a commaod 
of his temper, in this whole tranfadtion, as I had 
done. Gcncrofity, indeed, in every cafe,- where love 
of ftratagem and intrigue (I could excuie him) were 
riot concerned, was a part of my charaAer. — 

He was proceeding, when breakfaft being ready, in 
came the Emprefs ot my heart, irradiating all around 
her, as with a glory — A benignity and gracioufnefs in 
her afpcA, tjiar, tho' natural to it^ had been long 
baniQied from it. 

Next to proftration lowly bowed the C ipraio, O 
bow the fwcct creature faiiied her approbation of 
him I Rcvcicnce from one, begets reverence fiom 
another. ]Vkn are more of monkeys in imitation, 
than they think thtmrdvci— lovoiuntarily, in a man- 
ner, I bent my knee — My dcaidV V\te.— ^t\^ v^».^<. '*^ 
rery fine fptcc.h on prcftnling iVve C^^vm^ ^^ Vt^^ 
No title, wyfjf, to her lip ot cYvccVl^ 'v^^ ^^ 
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attempted not cither. He was indeed read7 to wo^- 
fliip her *; — could only touch her charming hand. 

I have told the Captaio, my de^r creature— Aa(l 
then I briefly repeated (as if I hid fuppofcd ihe ha(l 
not heard it) all I had told him. 

He was aftonifhed, that any-body could be dif- 
pleafed one moment wiih fuch aa angel. He under- 
took her caufe as the higheft degrep of merit to him- 
fclf. 

Never, I muft needs fay, did the angel to vaaA, 
look the aageK. All pUcid, ferene, fmiiiog, felf-af? 
fured : A more lovely fluQi tliaa ufual heightening 
ber natural graces, and adding charms, even to radi- 
ancci to her chariping CQipplexion. 

After we had feated ourfclves, the agreeablp fubjeft 
WM renewed, as we took our ehocolate^ How happf ' 
fhould (he be in h^r Uncle's reftored favour t 

Thecapuin engaged for it — No more delays, hf 
hoped, on her part I Let the happy day be bcjt oa^ 
over^ all would then be right. But was it improper 
CO aik for copies of my propofals, and of her anfweri 
in order to {hew them to hi$ dear friend her Uncle ^ 

As Mr» Lovelace pUaJed-^Q that the dear creature 
Vould always fay fo ! 

It tnuA be in lbi<5l confidence then, I faid* BuH 
yrould it not be better to Ihew her Uncle the draught 
of the Settlements, when drawn ^ 

And will you be fo good, as to allow of this, Mr; 
Lovelace ? 

There, B.lforJ ! We were once The ^uirrel/ime, 
but now we are The Polilej Lovers, 

Indeed, my deartll creature, I will, if you dejire 
it \ and if Ciiptaia Tomlinfon will engage, that Mr. 
flarlowc Hiall keep them aWblutely a Secret; that I 
may not be iubje^ted to the cavil and controul of any 
athcrs of a family that have ufeJ me fo very ill. 

N<rw indeed, Sir^ )qu are very obliging^ 

Doll 
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Doft thinky Jack^ that my face did not now alfo 
fiiiiie ? 

I laeM but niy hand (firft confecrating it with a 

Itift) for hers. Sh condefcendetfto give it me. I prcf- 

Ted it to my lips : You know not, Captain Tomlin- 

fob (lArith an air) all ftorms overblown, what a happy 

man-^ — 

Chirrmihg couple ! [His hands lifted up] How will 
my good friend rejoice I O that he were prcfcnt ! 
You know not, Madairo^ how dear you ftill ar^ t6 
your Uncle Harlowc ?— ^ 

I am unhappy ever to have difobliged him ? 

JVot too much tftbat, however y fair ejly thought J ! 

The Captain repeated his refolutions of fcrvice, and 
that in fo acceptable a manner, that the dear creature 
\»llhed^ that neither he, nor any of his, might ever 
^ant a friend of equal benevolence. 

Nor any of His^ flie faid ; for the Captain brought 
It ini that he had five children living, by one of the 
beft of wives and mothers, whofe excellent manage- 
ment made him as happy, as if his Eight hundred 
pounds a-year (which was all he had to boaft of) were 
Two thoufand. 

Without Oeconomy, the braculous Lady faid, no 
lEflate was large enough. With it, the leaft was not 
two final!. , 

Lie flill, teazing villain ! tie ftill'«^I was only 
fpeaking to my Confcience, Jack. 

i^ndletmeafk you, Mv. Lovelace, faid the Cap- 
tain ; yet not fo much from doubt^ as that I may 
proceed upon fure 'grounds— You are wii/ing to co- 
operate with my dear friend in a general Reconcilia* 
lion ! 

'Lerme tell you, Mr. Tomlinfon, that if it can be 
4liftingtiiihed, that my readinefs to make up with a 
'Amily, of whofe gendrofity I have notfaadreafon to 
think highly^ is eiffireiy oviring to the value I have 
Sir chit au^el of a woinan, I w\\\ uot tyficj wi ^^(crax^ 
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vritb Mr. John Harlowe, as fou afk; but I will meet 
Mr. Jamcb Harlowe fenior, and his Lady, all the ^ay. 
And furthermore^ to make the fon James and his 
Siller Arabella quite eafy, I will abfolutely difclaim 
any further intercft, whether living or dying, in any 
of the three Brothers Eftates; contenting myfelf with 
what my Beloved's Grandfather has bequeathed to 
her : For I have reafon to be abundantly fatisfied with 
my own circuniflances and profpe£t — Enough reward- 
edy were fLe not to bring a (hilling in dowery, in a 
woman who has a merit fu per lor to all the goods 
of fortune. — True as the Gofpel, Belford !-— Why 
had not this Scene a real foundation ! 

The dear creature, by her eyes, exprelFcd her gra- 
titude^ before her lips could utter it. O Mr. LoTe- 
lace, laid fhe — You have indnitely — And there (he 
ftopt. 

The Captain run over in my praife. He was really 
affefted. 

O that I had not fiich a mixture of Revenge and 
Pride in my Love ^ ihought II — But (my old plea) 
cannot I make her amends at any time \ And is not 
her virtue now in the height of its probation :— 
Would flie lay afide, like the friends of my uncon- 
tending Roftbud, all thoughts of defiance — would 
fhe throw hcrlelf upon my mercy, and try me but 
one fortnight in the Li'e of Honour — What then ?— 
I cannot /ay. What then — 

Do not dclpifc mt, Jack, for my incon/lftency — 
In no two letters perhaps agreeing with m>fdf — Who 
experts confide ncy in . men of our charaftcr T— But I 
am mad with Lave— Fired by IRevenge— Puzzled 
with my own devices — My invention is my curfc— 
JMy pjridc my punifhment — Drawn. five or fix ways 
at once, can Jbe poflibly be To unhappy as 7/^0 
why, why, was iV\s woq^wi fo' divinely ekceUenc !— 
Tethow know! i\iax. ftie \&\ ^NW\ V>':««.>5Kt\SLV«: 
O-ials I Have . I had xU^ »co\Si^tc x^'^sA>L^;i.^^^ t.^ 
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upon her perfin, tho* a. thogfand upon h«r ^^m^^r ^--* 
£now, I hppc, to make her afraid of ever difobli'- 
iog me more J — 

# # 
I MUST banifh Reflexion, or I am a loft manw 

For ihcfe cwo hours paft have I haicd myfclf for rof 
own contrivances. And this not only from what I 
iava related to thee ; but from what I YiKst further 
to relate. But I have now once more ftecled mj 
heart. My Vengeance is upperitioft 5 for I have been 
re^perufing fame of Mifs Hcnue^s virulence. The con- 
tempt they have both held me io^ I cannot bear-»- 

The happieft breakfaft-cime, my Beloved owned^ 
that fhe had ever \ino^Ti Jince Jhe had left her Father* s 
houfe {She might have let this alone^- The Captain 
rpnewed all his proteftatioos of fervice. He would 
write me word how his dear friend received the ac« 
count he ihould give him of the happy iituation of 
our affairs, and what he thought of the fettlements^ 
as foon as I (hould fend him the Draughts fa kindly 
proipifed. And we parted with great prpfeffions of 
mutual edeem ; my Beloved putting up vows for the 
fuccefs of his generous mediation. 

When I returned from attending the Captain down 
ftairs, which I did to the outward door, my Beloved 
met me as I entered the Dining-room ; complacency 
reigning in every lovely feature. 

* You fee me already, faidfhe^ another creature. 

* You know not, Mr. Lovelace» how near my heart 
' this hoped-for Reconciliation is. I am now willing 
' to banifh every difagreeable remembrance. You 

* know not, Sir, how much you have obliged me. 

* And Oh, Mr. Lovelace, how happy (hall I be, 
^ when my heart is lightened from the all-finkidg 
' weight of a Father's Curfe ! When my dear 

* Mamma [You don!c know, Sir^ halC V^ ta^^^ 

^ lencies ot my dear Mamma \ auA v«>aax ^>tt»^\*w=^^ 

/ ibG has, when it is left 10 io\\o:ii V^* wit^^^^^^ 
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— When this bleiTed Mamma] (hall once more fold 
me to her indulgent bofotn i When I fhall again 
have Uncles and Aunts^ and a Brother and Sifter, 
all ftriving who fhall (hew mod kindnefs and favour 
CO the pooroutcaft) then no more an outtaft — And 
yoUf Mr. Lovelace, to behold all this, and to be 
received into a family fo dear to me, with wel- 
come — ^What tho' a little cold at firft ? when they 
come to know you better, and to fee you ofteoer 
no frefh canfcs of difguft occurring, and you, as I 
hope, having entered upon a new courfe^ all will 
be warmer and warmer Love on both fides, tiB 
every one will perhaps wonder, bow theey came to 
ftt ihemfelves againd you.* 
Then drying her tears with her handkerchief, after 
a few moments pauiiog, on a fudden ; as if recol- 
lr3ing that flic had been led by her joy to an expref- 
fion of it which Ihe had not intended I (hould fee, 
ihe retired to her chamber with precipitation; leaving 
me almod as unable to (land it, as herfeif. 

In fhort, I was — I want words to fay how I was — 
My nofc had been made to tingle before \ my eyes 
have before been made to gliften by this foul-moving 
Beauty ; but fo very much aife(5ted, I never was — 
for, trying to check my fenlibility, it was too ftrong 
for me, and I eren fobbed — Yes, by my foul, I 
audibly fobbed, and was forced to turn from her be- 
fore (he had well iiniQied her affc-6ling fptech. 

I want, methinks, now 1 have owned the odd fen- 
fation, to dcfcribe it to thee — The thing was fo 
ftrange to me — Something chocking, as it were, in 
my throat — I know not how — Yet, I moft needs fay, 
tho* I am out of countenance upon the recoHcAion, 
that there was fomerhing very pretty in it ; and I 
wifh I could know it again, that I might have a 
more perfeA idea of it, and be better able to dcfcribe 
it to thee. 
But this effect of hex ^o>} oufuch an occ^on gives 
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me a high aotion of what that Virtue muft be[Wbat 
other name caa I call it ?] which in a mind fo capable 
of delicate tranfport, fhould be' able to make fo charm- 
ing a creature^ in her very bloomy all froft and faow 
to every advance of Love from the man (he hates nor. 
This muft be all from Education too — Muft it not, - 
elford ? Can Educatian have ftrongcr force in a wo- 
-an's heart ih^n Natitrel — Sure it cannot. But if 
can, how entirely right are parents to cultivate 
leir Daughters Minds, and to infpire them with no* 
ins of Referve and Diftance to our Sex ; and in- 
aeed to make them think highly of their own ! For 
Pride is an excellent fubftitute, let me tell thee, 
where Virtue ftiines not out^ as the Sun, in its own 
unborrowed Luftre* 

L E T T E R LL 

/fr. Lovelace, 7i John Belford, Efq-^ 

AND now it is time to confefs (and yet I know 
*^ that thy conjcQurcs are aforehand with my Ex- 
pofition) that this Captain Tomlinron, who is fo great 
a favourite with my Charmer, and who takes fo much 
delight in healing breaches» and reconciling differences, 
is neither a greater man nor a lefs, than honed Patrick 
McDonald, attended by a difcarded footman of his 
own finding out. 

Thou knoweft what a various-Hfcd rafcal he is ; 
and to what better hopes born and educated. But 
that ingenious knack of Forgery, for which he was 
expelled the Dublin Univcrficy, and a deteftlon fincc 
in Evidenceftiip, have been his ruin. For thcfe have 
thrown him from one Country to another ; and at 
laft, into the way of life, which would make him a 
fit huft>and for Mifs Howe's Townfend with her con- 
trabands. He is, thou knoweft, admirably qualified 
for any enterpiize that requires adro.taefs ^xvd^vi\^^s\.- 
city. And can there, after aWj be a \\\^ct >^\^^^ 

Vol. IV. P > ^"^ 
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of jullice, than to keep one Smuggler in readinefs to 
play againft anoiber i 

* Well but, Lovelace (methinks thou queftidneft) 
' how cameft thou to venture upon fuch a contri- 
' vance as tbis^ when, as thou haft told mci the 
' Lady ufed to be a month at a time at this Uncle's ; 

* and mud therefore, in all probability, know, that* 

* there was not a Captain Tomliafon in all the^ 
' neighbourhood \ at leaft no one of the name fo in^ 
^ timate with him, as this man pretends to be f*-— 

This objeAion, Jack, is fo natural a one, thatf' 
could not help obferving to my Charmer, that fhe^ 
muft furcly have heard her Uncle fpeak of this gentle- 
man. No, fhe faid, ihe never had. Befides. fhe 
had not been at her Uncle Harlowe's for near ten 
months [7 his I had heard her fay before"]*. And there 
were feveral gentlemen who ufed the fame Green, 
M'hom (he knew not. 

We are all very ready, thou knoweft, to believe 
what we like. 

And what was the reafon, thinkeft thou, that fhe 
Imd nor been of fo long a time at this Uncle's ?— -Why, 
this old finntr, who imagines himfef intitled to call 
me to account for my Freedoms with the Sex, has 
lately fallen into familiarities, as it is fufpefted, with 
his Houfckeeper ; who afTumes airs upon it. — A 
curfcd deluding Sex ! — In Youth, Middle age, or 
Dotage, they take us all in. 

Dofl thou not fee, however, that Uiis Houfekeeper 
knows nothing, nor is to know any-thing, of the 
Treaty of Reconciliation defigned to be fet on foot ; 
and thci efore the Uncle alway comes to the Captain, 
the Caj-tain goes not to the Uncle ? And this I fur- 
niifed to the Lady. And then it was a natural fug- 
geftion, that the Captain was the rather applied to, 
^s he is a ftranger to the reft of the family — Need I 
'<^'l thee the meaning of all this ? 
^JJt this intrigue o£ vVvc -^ntient Ua ^iece of private 
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hiftory, the truth of which my Beloved cares not to 
own, and indeed affefts to difbelieve : As fhe does alfo 
fome puifny gallantries of her fooliih Brother ; which^ 
by way of recrimination, I have hinted at, withouc 
nanaing my informant in their family. 

* Well but, methtnks, thou queftioneft again. Is 
' it not probable that Mifs Howe will make inquiry 

* after fuch a man as Tomlinfon ? — And when ihe 

* cannot — ' 

I know what thou wouldfl: fay — But I have no 
doubt, that Wilfon will be fo good» if I defire it, as 
to give into my own hands any Letter that may be 
brought by Collins to his houfe, for a week to come. 
And now I hope thou art fatisfied. 

I will conclude with a (liort Story. 

* Two neighbouring Sovereigns were at war toge- 

* thcr, about fome pitiful chuck-farthing thing or 

< other 5 no matter what j for the haft trifles ivilljct 

* princes and children at loggerheads. Their armies 

< had been drawn up in battalia fome days, and the 

* news of a decifive'aftion was expefted every hour 

< to arrive at each court. At lafl, ifTue was joined ; 
^ a bloody battle was fought ; and a fellow who had 

< been a fpe£lator of it, arriving with the news of a 

* complete viftory, at the capital of one of the prin- 
' * ces, fome time before the appointed couriers, the 

* ^bells were fct a ringing, bonefires and illuminations 

* were Jnade, and the people went to bed intoxicated 

* with joy and good liquor. But the next day all was 

* reverfcd : The viftorious enemy, puiTuing bis ad- 

* vantage, was expcfted every hour at the gates of the 

* almolT defencelefs capital. The firft reporter was 
« hereupon fought for, and found; and being que- 

* ftioned, pleaded a great deal of merit, in that he 
« liad, in lo difmal a lituation, taken fuch a fpacc of 

* time from the diftrefs of his fellow-citizens, and 

« given it to feftivity, as were the hour^ \i^tH*t.^wCc:w^ 

* falfe good ntvfs and the rca\ bad* 

Pi ^ 
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Do tbou, Belfordy make the application. This I 
know, that I have given greater joy to my Beloved^ 
than ihe had thought would fo foon fall to her (har^. 
And as the human life is properly faid to be chequer- 
work, no doubt but a perfon of her prudence will 
make the bcft of it, and fet ofFfo mueh good againd: 
ib much bad, in order to firike as juft a balance at 
poilible. 

The Lady^ in three feveral Letters* acquaints her 
friend with the rmft material pajfages'and conver-- 
fat ions contained in thofe cfMr^ Lovelace preceding. 
Thefe are her words ^ On relating what the commif- 
fion of the pretended TomHnfon was, after the ap' 
prehenfions that his dtftant inquiry had given her : 

At lafV, my dear, all thefe doubts and fears were 
cleared up, and banKhed ; and, in their place, a de- 
lightful profpeft was opened to me. For it comes 
happily out (but at prcfent it muft be an abfolute Se- 
cret, for rcafons which I (hall mention in the fequeJ) 
that the gentleman was fent by my Uncle Harlowe [1 
thought he could not be angry wiih me for ever] ; all 
owing to the converfation that paflcd between your 
good Mr. Hickman and him. JFor although Mn 
Hickman's application was too harflily rejtifled at the 
time, my Uncle could not but think better of it af- 
terwards, and of the arguments that worthy gentle- 
man nfcd in my favour. 

Who, upon a pafEonate repulfe, would defpair of 
having a rcafonable re qu eft granted ? — Who would 
not, by gentlcnefs and condcfccnfion, endeavour to 
leave favourable impreffions upon an angry mind; 
which, when it comes coolly to refieft, may induce it 
to work itfelf into a condescending temper ? To re- 
qu<:ft' a favour, as I have often faid, is one thing; 
to c/ia-llenge it as our due, is another. And what 
i/gii r has a pcuuoacr xo \i^ ^^?fi ^\ «i repulfe ^ if 
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he has not a right to demand what he fues for as a 

She defcribes Captain Tomlinfin, on hh break/aft^ 
vijitj to be^ a grave good fort of man. Jnd in 
another placet a genteel man, of great gravity, 
and a good afped ^ (he believes upwards of ^hj 
years of age. * I liked him> fays Jbe^ as foon as 
* I faw him/ 

Ai her prof^eSis are now^ as Jhefays^ more favour'^ 
abie than heretofore, jhe wi/hes, that her hopes 
of Mr. Lovelace's fo often promifed reforma- 
tion were better grounded than fhc is afraid they 
. can be. 

We have both been extremely puzzled, my dear, 
Jays Jhey to reconcile fomc parts of Mr. Lovelace's 
character wich other parts of it : His good with his 
bad ; fuch of the former m particular, as. His gene- 
rofky to his tenants; His bounty to the innkeeper's 
Daughter^ HFs readinefs to pur me upon doiog kind 
thipgs by my good Norton, and others. 

A (Irange mixture in *his mind, as I have told him ! 
For he is certainly (as I- have reafpn to fay, looking 
back upon his pad behaviour to me in twenty in- 
fiances) a hard-hearted man, — Indeed, my dear, / 
have thought more than once, that he had rather fee 
me in tears, than give me reafon to be p leafed with 
him^ 

My Coufin Morden fays, that free liv&rs are re- 
morfelefs {a). And fo they muft be in the Very na- 
ture of things. 

Mr. Lovelace is a proud man. We have both long 
ago obferved> that he is. And I am truly afraid, 
that his very Generofity is more owing to his Pride 

{a) Sec p. 33. See alfo Mr. Lovelace's own confefBon of the dc- 
liglit be takes in a vroman's tears, in different ^axv^ioiiV^^ VR^x<(L\^^.~ 

P 3 . "^^^^^ 
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and his Vanity^ than to that Philanthropy ((hall I call 
it?) which di{lingui(hes a beneficent mind* 

Money he values not| but as a means to fupport 
liis Pride and his Independence. And it is eafy^ as I 
have often thought, for a perfon to part with a fe- 
ccndary appetite, when^ by fo doings he can pronK)te 
or gra tify a firft. 

1 am afraid, my dear, that there mnH have been 
feme fault in his Education. His natural bias was 
jioty I fancy, fufHciently attended to. He was ia- 
flru£led perhaps (as his power was likely to be large) 
ro do good and beneficent anions \ but not, I doubts 
from proper motives. 

If he had, his Generofity would not have ftopt at 
Pride, but would have Aruck into humanity ; and 
tlicn would he not have contenicd hiiDfclf with do- 
ing praifc-worthy things by Fits and Starts, or, as if 
relying on the doftrine of Merits, he hoped by a 
^;ood aflion to atone for a bad one (a) j but he would 
]uve been uniformly noble, and done the good for 
ifs o-jun fake. 

O nnv denr I what a Lot have I drawn I Pride 
this pDor man's virtue \ and /2^z^r72^r his other pre- 
'' ;m;n.ning quality ! — This one confolaiion^ how- 

( ;)Tlwt the Lady judges rightly of htm in this place. Scc.Vol. I. p. 
-1 5 1, 235. where, giving the motive for hisGenerofity tohis Rofcbud, 
iir' fiy^ — * As I nuke it my Rule, wlicnevcr I have committed a very 

* cap'tnl rnormity, t:3 do fomegood by way of atonement, and as I 
*■ believe I am a pretty deil inijbtcd on that fcorc ; I intend to join 

* anhundrc'd pounds to Johnny's Aunt's hundred pounds, to make one 

* inn)CfU couple hippy* — Befidcs \vliich motive, he had a further 
^lr\v to anf wcr in thatin'lan:e of his gcMicrollty ; as may be feen 
Voir, Lct-ers xitVa xxvi- xxvii. xxviii. See alfo the Note Vol. II. 

1>. '57, 158. 

To flmv the confiflcnce of his acllons, as they no-m appear, with 
licr vie\v5 and prin:iples, as he lays them down in h\i firjl Letters^ it 
may not be amifa to refer the reader to his Letters Vol. 1. Numbi 
xxxiv. XXXV. 

i-ce alfo Vol. I. p. \9\ — 195. and p. {71 — X74. for Clari(ra*s early 
r pinion of Mr Lovelace. —Whence the Coldnefs and Indifference to 
him which he io repeatedly accafes her of, will be accounlcdfor, more 
10 l>cr gloiVf tluTiio hii honour. 

ever, 
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ever^'remains : He is not an Infidel,' and Unbeliever. 
Had he been an Infidel^ there would have been no 
room at all for hope of him ; but (priding himfelf, 
as he does, in his fertile invention) he would have 
been utterly abandoned, irreclaimablei and a favage. 

JVhen Jhe comes to relate thofe occafionSy which Mr. 
Lovelace in his narrative acknowledges himfelj to 
b'e affeHei by, Jhe thus expreffes her/elf : 

He endeavoured, as once before, to conceal his 
emotion. But w^iy, my dear, fhould ihefe men (for 
Mr. Lovelace is not finguUr in this) think themfclves 
above giving thefe beautiful proofs of a feeling heart ? 
'Were it in my power again to choofe, or to refuie, I 
would rejeft the man with contempt, who fought to 
Tupprefs, or offered to deny» the power of being vi- 
fibly affeAed upon proper occaCons, as either a favage- 
hearted creature, or as one who was fo ignorant of 
the principal glory of the human nature, as to place 
bis pride in a barbarous infenfibility. 

Thefe lines tranflated from Juvenal by Mr. Tate, 
Thave been often pleafed'with : 

CompaJ/ton proper to mankind appears : 
JVhicb nature nvittie/s*Jj when Jhe lent us Tears. 
Of tender Jentiments We only give . 
%hefe proofs : To iveep is Our prerogative : 
To fhew by pitying looks, and melting eyes^ 
How with a fvff'ring friend we fympathize. 

Who can allfenfe of others ills efcape^ 

Is but a brute at beji in human Jloape, 

It cannot but yield me fome pleafure, hardly. as 
I have fometimcs thought of the people of the houfe, 
that fuch a good man as Captain Tomlinfon, had 
fpoken well of them, upon inquiry. 

And here I flop a minute, my dear, to receive 
in fancy, your kind congratulation. 

P 4 ^ 
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My next, I hope, will confirm my prcfcnV and 
open ftill more agreeable p^fpeOt. Mean time be 
afTnredy that there cannpt poffibly any good fortune 
bcfal me, which I (hall fook upon with equal delight 
to that I have in yourflriendfiiip. 

My thankful compliments to your good Mr. 
Hickman, to whofe kind intervention I am (o much 
obliged on this occafion, conclude me, my deareft 
Mifs Uowe> 

Tou iver'affeSlionate and grateful 

Cl. Harlowv; 

LETTER LII. 

Mr. LovsLACB, 75? John Belford, ^^; 

tuefday^ May 30. 

T Have a Letter from Lord M. Such an one as I 
^ would wifh for, if I intended matrimony. But 
as matters are circumflanced, I cannot think of ^(hew- 
ing it to my Beloved. 

My Lord regrets, * that he is not to be the Lady's 
Nuptial Father. He feen^s apprchenfivethai I have 

* Aill, fpecious as my reafons are, fomc mifchief in 

* my head.* 

lie giracioTjfly confents, * that I may marry when 

* I plcafe ; and ofFers one or both of my Coufins to 
' :iillft my Bride, and to fupport her fpirits on the 

* occalion ; fince, as he underilands, £he is fo much 
' afraid to venture wiih me. 

• Pritchard, he tells me, has his final orders to 

* draw up deeds for affigning over to me in perpe- 

* tuity 1000 /. per annum ; which he will execute the 

* fame hour that the Lady in perfon owns her mar- 
' riage.* 

He confents, * ihat tht jointure be made from my 
; own Eftate.' 

He wiflies, * that the Lady would have accepted 

* of his draught *, and commends me for tendering ic 

• to 
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< to her. But reproaches me for pride in not keep- 

* ing it myfclf. What the right-fide gives up^ the 
« leftf he fays, may be the better for' 

The girl9| the ieft-fided girls, he means. 

With all my heart. If I can have my Clari/Ta, 
the devil take every thing eire. 

A good deal of other Huff writes thb fiupid Peer 7 
fcribbliog in feveral places half a dozen lines, appa- 
rently for no other reafon, but to bring in as many 
mufty words in an Old Saw. 

If thou afkeA, * How I can manage, fince my 
^ Beloved will wonder, that I have not an anfwer 

* from my Lord to fuch a Letter as I wrote to him ; 

* and if I own I have one, will expe£l that I fliould 

* fhcw it to her, as I did my Letter?* — This I an- 
fwer — That I can be informed by Pritchard, that niy 

* Lord has the gout in his right-band ; and has or* 

* dered him to attend me inform, for my particular « 

* orders about the transfer :' And I can fee rritchard, 
thou knowed, at the King's Arms, or wherever I 
pleafci at an hour*j warning % though he be at M* Hall^ 
I in town \ and he, by word of mouth, can aquainc 
me with every thing in my Lord's Letter that is ne- 
cejfaryfor my Charmer tdknow^ 

Whenever it fuits me, I can reftore the old Peer 
to his right hand^ and then can make him write a 
much more feofible Letter than this that he has now 
fent me. 

Thou knowefV, that an adroitnefs in the Art of 
Manual Imitation^ was one of my earlieft aitain- 
ments. It has been faid, on this occaGon, that bad 
I been a bad man in meum and tuum maitcrs, I (hould 
not have been fit to live. As to the girls, we hold 
it no fin to cheat them. And are we not told, that 
in being well deceived conflds the whole of human 
bappipcfs I 

P 5 Wedn^S^ 
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Wtdnefday^ May^i. 

All Aill happier and happier. A yery high ho- 
nour done me : A Chariot, ioftead of a Coach^ per- 
iiiirtcdy pMrpofely to indulge me in the SubjeA of 
lubjc(fls. * * 

Our dilcourfc in this (Vcet Airing turned upoa our 
future manner of life. The Day is bafhfully promifed 
mc. Soon vfiiS the anfwer to' my repeated urgency. 
Out Equipage, our Servants, our Liveries^ were 
]>arts of the delightful fubjef^. A defire that the 
wretch who had given me intelligence out of the fa- 
mily (honefl Jofeph Leman) might not be one of our 
menials ; and her refolution to have her faithful 
Hannah, whether recovered or not j were fignified ; 
and both as readily afTented to. 

Her wilhes, from my attentive behaviour, when 
with her at St. Paul's {a), that I would often ac- 
company her to the Divine Service, were gently 
intimated, and as readily engaged for. I affured 
her, that I ever had refpedted the Clergy in a body ; 
and fome individuals of them (her Dr. Lewen for 
one) hii'hly : And that were not going to Church an 
ixCi of Religion, I thought it [as I told thee once] 
(h) a moft agreeable fight to fee Rich and Poor, all 
c^ a company, as I might fay, affembled once a 
vc:k in one place, and each in his or her bed at- 
tire, ic worfllip the God that made them. Nor 
could it be a harddiip upon a mjn liberally educated, 
to make cne on fo folemn an occafion, and to hear 
the harangue Oi a iaxu of Letters (tho' far from 
being t!ie principal part of the fervice, as it is too 
gcntTally looked upor. to bi) whofe ftudics having 
tikcn a different turn from his own, he muft always 
have foiiething new to fay. 

She fliook her head, and repeated the word N'ew : 
But looked as if willing to be fatisficd for the pre- 

fent 
(a) SceV-ol. Ill- p. 31s 5 ^^^' ^^iVvOl,^ 514. 
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fent with this anfwer. To be fure, Jack, £be msans 
to do great defpite to his Satanic Majefty in her 
hfOpes of reforming me. No wonder^ therefore^ if he 
exerts bimfelf co prevent her, and to be revenged — 
But how came this in ? — I am ever of party againft 
myfelf. — One day, I fancy, I (hall hate myfelf on re- 
coUeAing what I am about at this inflanr. But I 
muft ftay till thea.- Wc muft all of us do fomething 
to repent of. 

The Reconciliation-profpeA was enlarged upon. 
If her Uncle Harlowe will but pave the way to it, 
and if it can be brought about. Hie fliall be happy. 
—Happy, with a figh, as it is now pojjibh Jhc can 
be!— 

She won't forbear. Jack ! 

I told her, that I had heardfrom Pritchard, juft 
iicfore we fet out on our Airing, and expected hioi 
in town to-morrow from Lord M. to take my di- 
rcAions. I fpoke with gratitude of my Lord's kind- 
ncfs to me ; and with pleafure of Lady Sarah's, Lady 
B^tty's,^and- my two Coufins Montague's veneration 
for her : As alfo of hii Lordfhip*s concern that his 
gout hindered him from writing a reply 'with his ojjti 
hand to my lad. 

She pitied my Lord. She pitied poor Mrs. Fretch*- 
vitle too; for (he had the goodneis to inquire after 
her. The dear creature pitied cvery-body that fcemed 
to want pity. Happy in her own profpe<Sls, (lie had 
leifure to look abroad, and wifhes every, body equally 
happy. 

It is likely to go very hard with Mrs. Frctchille. 
Her Face, which fhe had valued herfelf upon, wVA 
be utterly ruined^ * This good, however, as 1 could 

* not but obferve, flic may reap from fo great an 
' evil — As the greater malady generally fwallows up 

* the lefs, (he may have a grief on this occafioii, 
' that may dimioi(h the other grief, and make ic 
'tolerable.'- 

P 6 XV-K^ 
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I had a gentle reprimand for this light turn on fo 
liea^y an evil — < For what was the lots of Beauty to 
' the loFs of a good Huiband V — Excellent creature ! 

Her hopes (and her pleafure upon thofe hopes) that 
Mifs Howe*s Mother would be reconciled to her^ were 
allb mentioned. CooJMrs. Howe was her word^ for 
a woman fo covetous, and fo remorfelefs in her cove- 
toufnefsy that no one elfe will call her good. But this 
dear creature has fuch an extenfion in her Loye, as 
to be capable of valuing the moft infignificant animal 
related to thofc whom flie refpe^ls. Love me, and 
hve my dcg^ I have heard Lord M. fay.— Who knows, 
but that I may in time, in compliment to myfelf, 
bring her to chink well of thee, Jack ? 

But what am I about ? — Am I not all this time ar- 
raigning my own heart ? — I know I am, by the re^- 
morfe I feel in it, while my pen bears teftimony to 
her excellence. But yet I muft add (for no felfi(h 
confidcration (hall hinder me from doing juflice to 
this admirable creature) that in this converfation fhe 
demonilratcd fo much prudent knowledge in every- 
thing that relates to that part of thedome(lic manage- 
ment which falls under the care of a Miftrefs of a 
Family, that I believe (he has no equal of her years 
in the worlJ. 

But, indeed, I know not the fubjcft on which flie 
does not talk with admirable diflindlion ; infomuch 
that could I but get over my prejudices againfl Ma- 
tiiraony, and r^'lolve to walk in the dull beaten path 
of p'ly anccllors, I Ihould be the happie(tof men — 
And if I cannot, perhaps I may be ten times more to 
be pitied than Ihe. 

My heart, my hearr, Bclford, is not to be trufted — 
I break off, to re-pcrufe feme of Mifs Howe's viru- 
lence. 



* # • « 
# ♦ 



Cursed Letters, ihefc; of Mlfi Howe, Jack \ — 
J^o thou turn back to thofe of mine, whsre I take 
nmkc of th^tn»— i protcctOi— 
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Upon the whole^ my Charmer was all gentlenefs, 
all eafcy all ferenityy throughout this fweet cxcurHon. 
Nor had She reafon to be otherwife : For it beiug the 
firft time that I hacl the honour of her company alone, 
I was refolved to encourage her, by my refpeftfulnefsj 
to repeat the favour. 

- On our return, I found the Counfellor's Clerk 
waiting for mc^ with a draught of the Marriage- 
fettlements. 

They are drawn, with only the neceflary variations, 
from thofe made for my Mother. The origiqal of 
which (now returned by the Counfellor) as well as the 
new draughts, I have put into my Beloved's hands. 

Thefe Setdements of my Mother made the Law* 
yer's work eafy % nor can {he have a better precedent; 
the great Lord S. having fettled them, at the rcqueft 
of my Mother's relations ; all the difiereoce, my 
Charmer's are 100 /• fer annum more.than my Mo- 
ther's. 

I offered to read to her the old deed, while fhe 
looked over the draught ; for (he had refufed her prc- 
fence at the examination with the Clerk : But this 
(he alfo declined* 

I fuppofe ihe did not care to hear of fo many chil- 
dren, firft, fecond, third, fourth, fifth, fixth, and 
feventh Sons, and as many Daughters, to be begotten 
upon the body of the /aid Clarijfa Harlowe, 

Charming matrimonial Recitativoes I — tho' it is al- 
ways faid lawfully begotten too — As if a roan could 
beget children unlawfully upon the body of his own 
yiiit. — But thinkeft thou not that thefe arch rogues 
the Lawyers hereby intimatCf that a man may have 
children by his Wife before marriaee ? — This muft be 
what they mean. Why will theie (ly fellows put an 
honeft man in mind of fuch rogueries? — But hence, 
as 'in numberlefs other inftances, we fee, that Law 
and Gofpeltxe two -very different things. 

Dorcas^ in our abfencci tried to g|ic at \J;\fi. ^*)Cv^- 
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fcot-boz in the dark dofct. But it cannot be done 
without violence. And to run a rifk of confe- 
quence now^ for mere curioficy-rake, would beia- 
czcufable. 

Mrs. Sinclair and the Nymphs are all ofopiniooi 
that I am now fo much a favourite, and have ibch a 
vidble (hare in her confidence, and even in her af- 
feAionsy that I may do what I will, and plead for ex- 
cufe violence of paffion ; which, they will have ir, 
makes violence of aElion pardonable with their Sei'i 
as well as an allowed extenuation with the unconcerned 
if both Sexes : and they all offer their helping hands. 
Why not ? they fay : Has fhe not paiTcd for my wife 
before them all ?*- And is ihe not in a fine way of 
being reconciled to her friends ? And was not the 
want of that Reconciliation the pretence for poft" 
poning the Confummation. 

They again urge me, fince it is fo difiBcult to make 
Night my friend, to an attempt in the Day. They 
remind me, that the fituation- of their houfe is fuch, 
that no noii'es can be heard out of it ; and ridicule 
me for making it neccffary for a lady to be undreffed. 
It luas 720 1 always fo with me, poor old man J Sally 
told me ; faucily flinging her handkerchief in mj 
face. 

LETTER LIIL 

Mr. LovELAGE, 7b John Belford, Effi 

f ridgy, June 2, 

1^ Otwiihftaoding my ftudied-for politencfs and 
^^ complaifance for fome days part j and though I 
have wanted courage to throw the malk quite alide*, 
yet I have made the dear creature more than once took 
about her, by the warm, tho* decent expi-cflion of 
my paffion. I have brought her to own> that I am 
tnore than indifferent uith her: But as to Love, 
which I preffcd her to acknowledge, What need of ac- 
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knowUdgments cf that firt^ luhen a nvoman confents to 
marrying? — And once repulfing me with difpleafurc, 
7T}e proof of true Love J nuas vowing for her^ war 
Respect, not Freedom. And offering to defend 
myfelf, Ihe told me, that all the conception fhe had 
been able to form of a faulty pailion, was, that ic 
muft demonftrate itfelf as mine fought to do. 

I endeavoured to juftify tnj paffion, by laying over- 
delicacy at her door. Over-delicacy, ihe faid, was 
not my fault, if iC were hers. She muft plainly tell 
me, that I appeared to her incapable of diAinguifh- 
ing what were the requifites of a. pure mind. > Per- 
haps, had the libertine prefumption to imagine, that 
there was no difference in Hearty nor any but what 
proceeded from difference of Education and Cuftom^ 
between the Pure and the Impure — And yet Cuftom 
alone^ as (he obferved> if I did fo think, would make 
a Second Nature, as well in good as in bad habits. 

I HAVE juft now been called to account for fome 
innocent liberties which I thought myfelt intitled to 
take before the women ; as they fuppofe us to be 
married, and now within view of confummation. 

I took the leAure very hardly ; and with impa- 
tience wifhed for the happy day and hour when I 
might call her all my own, and meet with no check 
from a nicenefs that had no example. 

She looked at me with a bafbful kind of contempt. 
I thought it contempt^ and required the reafon for it ; 
not being confcious of offence, as I told her. 

This is not the firff time, Mr. Lovelace, faid ihe, 
that I have had caufe to be diiplealed with you, when 
you^ perhaps, have not thought yourfelf exception | 
able. — But, Sir, let me tell you, that ihe Married 
State, in my eye, is a State of Purity, and [I think 
ihe told me] not of Licentioufnefs \ fo, at leaft, 1 un* 
derdood her. 

Marrtage-Pur'Jj^y Jack ! — Very comic^A^ 'faix&i. — 
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Yet fweet dears, half the female world ready to run 
awaj with a Rake, becaufe he is a Rake ; and for no 
0ther reafon ; nay, e?ery other reafon againfi their 
choice of fuch a one. 

But have not you and I, Belford, fees young 
wives who would be thought modeft ; and when 
maids, were fantailically fhy ; permit freedoms in 
public from their uxorious hufbands, which have 
(hewn» that both of them have forgotten what be- 
longs ether to prudence or decency ? While every 
modeft eye has funk under the fhamelefs effrontery) 
and every modeft face been covered with bluflies for 
thofe who could not blufh. 

I once, upon fuch' an occafion, propofed to a cir- 
cle of a dozen, thus fcaodalized, to withdraw ^ 
iince they muft needs fee that as well the Lady^ as 
the Gentleman, wanted to be in private. This mo- 
tion had its effeA upon the amorous pair ; and I 
was applauded for the check given to their licen- 
tiou fnc fs. 

But, upon another occafion of this fort, I aftcd a 
little more in charaftcr. For I ventured to make an 
attempt upon a Bride, which I (hould not have had 
the courage to make, had not the unblufhing pafllve- 
nefs with which fhc received her fond hufband*s pub- 
lic toyings (looking round her with triumph rather 
than with rti:ime ; upon every Lady prefent) incited 
my curiofity to know if the fame complacency might 
not be Ihcwn ib a private friend. Tis true, I was 
in honour obliged to keep the fecret. But I never 
fiiw the turtles bill afterwards, but ( thought of 
Number Two to the fame female ; aud in my heart 
thanked the fond hufbmd for the leflbn he had taught 
his wife. 

From what I have faid, thou wilt fee, that I ap- 
prove of my Beloved's exception to public Loves. 
That, I hope, is all the charming Icicle means by 
Marriagc-P urity . But to return. 
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From the whole of what I have mentioned to have ' 
pafled between my Beloved and me^ thou wilt gather, 
that I have not been a mere dangler, a Hickman, in 
the pafled days, though not abfolutely aAive, and a 
Lovelace. 

The dear creature now confiders herfelf as my 
Wife-ele£>. The unfaddened heart, no longer prudifli, 
will not now, I hope, give the fable turn to every ad- 
drefs of the man (he diflikes not. And yet (he mud 
keep up fo much referve, as will juftify pad inflexibili- 
' ties. Many and many a pretty foul would yield, were 
' (he not afraid that the man (he favoured would think 
' the worfe of her for it.' This is alfo a part of the 
Rake's Creed. But (hould (he refent ever lb (Vrongly, 
fke cannot now break with me ; (ioce, if (he does, 
there will be an end of the Family-ReconcilutioQ ; 
and that in a way highly difcreUitable to herfelf. 

Saturday^ June 3. 

Just returned from' Doftors- Commons. I have 
been endeavouring to get a Licence. Very true. Jack. 
I have the mortification to find a difficulyt as the 
Lady is of rank and fortune, and as there is no con< 
fent of father or next friend^ in obtaining this a//« 
fettering inftrument. ^ 

I made report of this difficulty. ^ It is very right, 
^ Jke fays^ that fuch difficulties (hould be made.' — 
But not to a man of my known fortune, furely. Jack, 
tho' the woman were the daughter of a Duke. 

I aiked, if (he approved of the Settlements ? She 
faid. She had compared them with my Mother's, and 
bad no objection to them. She had written to Mifs 
Howe upon the fubjeA, (he owned ; and to inform 

her of our prefent fitu&tion (a). 

# # # # 

(a) Ai this Letter of the Lady to Mifs Howe cootaini no new 
snaiter, but what may be colle^d ffom (hoie of Mr Lovelace, it it 
omitted. 
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Just now, in high good-humfouri my Bslove 
returned me the draughts of the fettlements ; a cop 
of which I had fent to Captain Tomlinfon. She coa 
plimented me, < that fhe never had any doubt of m 
' honour in cafes of this nature/ 

In matters between man and man nob^^iy ever ha( 
thou knoweft. 

• I had need, thou wilt fay,, to have fome goc 
qualities. 

Great &uks and great virtuesaro often found inti 
fame perfon. In nothing very bad,v but as to women 
And did not one of them begin with' me (a) ? 

We have held, that women have no Souls. I a 
a very Turk in this point, and willing to believe th 
have not. And if fo, to whom fhall I be accoui 
able for what I do to them ? Nay, if Souls they hai 
as there is no Sex in Ethereals, nor needot any, wb 
plea can a Lady hold of injuries done her in her Lad 
State, when there is an end of her Lzdj-Jhip ? 

LETTER LIV;. 

il/r. Lovelace, 7b John Belford, EJq^ 

Monday, June 5, 

T Am now almoft in defpair of fucceeding with tl 
-*- charming Froft-piece by Love or Gentlenefs, 
A copy of the draughts, as I told thee, has been fc 
to Captain Tomlinfon ; and that by a fpecial m 
feoger. EogrofTments are proceeding with. I h2 
been again at the Commons.— Should in all prol 
bility have procured a Licence by Mallory's mea 
had not Mallory's friend the pro£tor been fuddei 
icnt for to Chcflbunt, to make an old Lady's W 
Pritchard has told me by word of mouth, though 
Charmer /anv him not, all that was neceflary for 1 
to know in the Letter my Loid wrote, which I coi 
not fhew her; and taken my directions about 1 

Efts 

W Sec Vol. I. p. 19T- 
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Eftates to be made over to me on my Nuptials. — Yet, 
with all thefe favourable appearances, no conceding 
moment to be found, no improveable tendernefs to 
be raifed. 

But never, I believe, was there fo true, fo de- 
licate a modefty in the human mind as in that of this 
Lady. And this has been my fecurity all along ; and, 
in fpite of Mifs Howe's advice to her, will be fo ftill ; 
iince, if her Delicacy be a fault, fhe can no more 
overcome it than I can my averfion to Matrimony. 
Habit, habit, Jack, feeft thou not ? may fubjed us 
both to weakneSes. And fhonld (he not have charity 
for me, as I have for her ? 

Twice indeed with rapture, which once fhe called 
rude, did I fatute her ; and each time, refenting the 
freedoo), did fhe retire ; tho', to do her juftice, (he 
favoured me again with her prefence at my firfl en* 
treaty, and took no notice of the caufe of her with- 
drawing. 

Is it policy to fhew fo open a refeatment for inno- 
cent liberties, which, in her fituation, ihd» mufl fo 
foon forgive ? 

Tet the woman who refents not initiatory freedoms 
niuft be bft. For Love is an encrcacher. Love ne- 
ver goes backward. Love is always afpiring. Al- 
ways muji afpire. Nothing but the highefl aA of 
Love can fatisfy an indulged Love. And what ad- 
vantages has a Lover who values not breaking the 
peace, over his Miftrefs who is folicitous to keep it ? 

I have now at this inflant wrought myfelf up, for 
the dozenth time, to a half-refolution. A thoufaod 
agreeable things I have to fay to her. She is in the 
Dining-room. Jufl gone up. She always jcxpefts 
me when there. 

High difpleafure!— followed by an abrupt de- 
parture. 

I fat down by her. I took both her hands in mine. 
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I would have it fo. AH gentle my ^oice. Her Fi 
ther mentioaed with refpeft. Her Mother with reye 
rencc. Even her Brother amicably fpoken of. 
never thought I could have wifhed fo ardently, as 
told her I aid mfh, for a Reconciliation with he 
family. 

A fweet and grateful flufh then overfpread her fai 
face ; a geode figh now -and- then heaved her band 
kerchief. 

I perfeAly longed to hear from Captain Tomlinfoi 
It was impof&ble for the Uncle to find fault with th 
draught of the Settlements. I would not, howevei 
be underftood by fending them down, that I intendle 
to put it in her Uncle's power to delay my happ 
Day. When, when, was it to be ^ 

I would haden again to the Commons; and woul 
not return without the Licence. 

The Lawn I propofed to retire to, as foon as tE 
happy Ceremony was over. This day and that da 
I propofed. 

It was' time enough to name the Day, when, th 
Settleaiencs were completed, and the Licence ol 
tained. Happy (houlci flie be, could the kind Ca[ 
tain Tomlinfon obtain her Uncle's pre/ence private! 

A good hint! — It may perhaps be improved upo; 
—Either for a delay or a pacifier. 

No new delays for Heaven's fake, I befought her 
and r-^proach^d her gently for the part. Name bu 
the Day— (an early day, I hoped it would be, in th 
following week) — that I might hail its approach, an 
number the tardy hours. 

My cheek reclioed on her (houlder — kifling hi 
hands by turns. Rather baflifully than angrily re 
luftant, her hands fought to be withdrawn ; he 
flioulder avoiding my reclined cheek — Apparentl 
loth, and more loth, to quarrel with me ; her dowr 
caft eye confeffing more than her lips could utte 
Now furely, thought I, is my time to try if £b 

ca 
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~ -can forgive^a fiill bolder freedom than I had ever yet 
taken. 

I then gave her ftruggling hands liberty. I put 
one arm round her vaift : I imprinted a kifs on her 
Aveet lip, with a Be quiet only^ and an averted face^ 
as if fhe feared another. 

Encouraged by fo gentle a repulfe^ the tendered 
things I faid i and then^ with my other hand, drew 
afide the handkerchief that concealed the beauty of 
beauties, and prefied with my burning lips the moll 
charming breaft that ever my ravi&e^ eyes beheld. 

A very contrary paffion to that which gave her bo- 
rfom fo delightful a fwel), immediately took placej 
-She ftruggled out of my encircling arms with indig- 
nation. I detained her reluAant hand. Let me go^ 
•faid fhe. I fee there is no keeping terms wth you. Bafe 
'.encroacher I Is this the defign of your flattering 
fpeeches I — Far as matters have gone^ I will for ever 
renounce you. You have an odious heart. Let me 
go, I tell you.— 

I was forced to obey, and {he flung from mCj re- 
peating bafe^ and 2i^d\ng flattering^ encroacher. 

In vain have I urged by Dorcas for the promifed . 
favour of dining with her. She would not dine at 
4ill. She could not. 

But why makes fhe every inch of her perfon thus 
facred ? — So near the time too, that fhe muft fup- 
.pofe, that all will be my own by deed of purchafe and 
fettlement ? 

She has read, no doubt, of the Art of the Eaflern 

Monarchs, who fequefter themfelves from the eyes 

of their fubje£ts, in order to excite their adoration, 

when, upon fome folemn occaflons, they think fit 

xo appear in public. 

But let me afk thee, Belford, whether (on thefe 
folemn occaflons) the preceding cavalcade ; here a 
£rcat officer, and there a great miuv&w ^ V\\iL\ ^€«: 
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Satellites, and glaring equipages ; do not pre; 
eyes of the wondering beholders, by degrt 
bear the blaze of Canopy'd Majefty (what tl 
an ugly old man perhaps himfelf ? yet (glitte 
the coUeAed riches of his vafl Enipire ? 

And fhould not my Beloved, for her om 
defcend, by degrees from Coddefs^hccd in 
nianity ? If it be Pride that reftrains her, buj 
that pride to be punifhed ? If, as in the Eafle 
perors, it be jirt as well as Pridey Art is w 
of all women need not ufe. If Shame, what 2 
to be afhamed to communicate to her adorer' 
the moft admirable of her perfonal graces ^ 

Let me peri(h» Belford, if I would not for 
brighteft diadem in the world, for the plea 
feeing a Twin Lovelace at each charming 
drawing from ii his firft fuflenance ; the pio 
for phyfical reafons (a), continued for one 
and no more ! 

I now, methinksy behold this mofl chart 
women in this fwcet office : Her confcious c 

« 

dropt on one, now on the other, with a figh 
ternal tenderncfs ; and then raifed up to my d< 
eye, full of wilhes, for the fakf of the prei 
lets, and for her own fake, that I would deig 
gitin:ate : that I would condel'cend to put 
nuptial fetters. 

LETTER LL 

AV. Lovelace, To John E<:lford, Ej^] 

DIonday Afiei 

A Letter received from the worthy Captain 
■* linfon, has introduced hdc into the prelc 
my Charmer fooner than perhaps I fhould ot] 
p htve been admitted. 

■• \ {eiln Pamela, Vo^ IV. Letter VL thefe reafons are givci 
^ WOij^ly oi cvciy Parent's cci\C\dttAViotv,^*»\s x\\<: ^nVcvV l^<.u 
'()ebate bciwtcn Mt * ^, j.tvd Vvs \! ^w\t\\ , cnvv n^:^^ 
Others being nuiCc^ to t\v';u ^\ntv et:\\C^^xw., 
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Sullen her broW| at her firft entrance into the Di* 
DiDg^room. But I took no notice of what had pafled, 
and her anger of itfelf fubfided. 

* The Captaiuj after letting me know, that he 

* chofe not to write> till he had the promifed draught 
' of the Settlements, acquaints me, that his friend 

* .Mr. John Harlowe, in their firft conference (which 
:* was held as foon as he got down) was extremely 

* furprifed^ and even grieved (as be feared he ^would 

* ^^to bear, that we were not married* The world, 
^ he faid| who knew my charafler, would be very 
' cenforiouSy were it owned, that we had lived fo 

* long together unmarried in the fame lodgings ; 
' altho' our marriage were now to be ever fo pub- 

* licly celebrated. 

* His Nephew James^ he was (ure, would make 
' /a great handle of it againft any motion that might 

'^.bemade towards a Reconciliation ; and with the 

* greater fuccefs, as there was not a family in the 
' kingdom more jealous of their honour than theirs/ 

This is true of the Harlowcs, Jack : They have 
been called 7he proud Barhwes: And I have ever 
found, that all ^oung Honour is fupercilious and 
touchy. 

But feeft thou not how right I was in my endea- 
vour to perfuade my Fairone to allow her Uncle's 
friend to think us married ; efpecially as he came pre- 
pared to believe it ; and as her Uncle hoped it was 
lb ? — But nothing on earth is fo perverfei as a wo- 
man when flie is fet upon carrying a point, and has 
a meek man, or one who loves his peace, to deal 
with. 

My Beloved was vexed. She pulled out her hand- 
kerchief : But was more inclined to blame me than 
iicrfclf. 

Had you kept your word, Mr. Lovelace, and left 
me when we came to town — And there fhe fto^t v 
for Ihe knew, that it was her owni^\x\i >\i^x. n*^^^-^^ 
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not married before we left the country ; and how 
could I leave her afterwardst while her Brother was 
flatting to carry her off by violence T 

Nor has this Brother yet given over his machina* 
tions* 

For, as the Captain proceeds, < Mr. John Har- 

< lowe owned to him (but in cbofidence) that his 

* Nephew is at this time bufied in endeavouring to 

* find out where we are ; being aflured (as I am not 

* to be heard of at any of my relations, or at my 
^ ufual lodgings) that we are together. And that ve 

* are not married, is plain, as he will have it, /rcfs 

* Mr. HickmarCs application fo lately made to her Uu' 

* cle ; and which was feconded by Mrs. Norton to kr 
^ Mother. And her Brother cannot bear that I 

< fhould enjoy fuch a triumph unmolefted. * 
A profound iigh, and the handkerchief again lifted 

to the eye. But did not the fweet foul deferve this 
turn upon her for felonioufly refolving to rob me of 
herfelfy had the application made by Hickman fuc* 
ceeded? 

I read on to the following ffc<5l : 

* Why (alked Mr. Harlowe) was it faid to his other 
' inquiring friend, that we nvere married ; and that 

* by his Niece's woman, who ought to know ? Who 

* could give convincing reafons, no doubt* — 
Here again fhe wept ; took a turn ^rofs the roomi 

then returned —Read on, faid (he — 

Will you, my deareft life, read it yourfclf ? 
I will take the Letter with me, by-and-by — I cannot 
fee to read it juft now, wipifig her eyes.— Read on- 
Let me hear it all — that I may know>'02/r fentiments 
upon this Letter, as well as give my own. t 

* The captain then told Uncle John, ih* rcafons 

* 'that induced me to give our that we were Jharricd ; 

* and the cov\d\uoT\s otv \n\v\^\\ tsv^ Beloved was 
^ brought to coununAtvce. \v \ \\\i\Ock V^^V^^Wis*-^ 
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* But ftill, Mr. Hirlowc objcfted my charafler. 
And went away difTatisfied. Atid the Captain was 
alfo fo much concerned, that he cared not to write 
what the rel'uit of his firft conference was, 
' But in the next, which was held on receipt of 
the Draughts, at the Captain's houfe (as the for- 
mer was, for the greater fecrecy) when the old 
gendeman had read them, and had the Captain's 
opinion, he was much better pleafed. And yet he 
declared, that it would not be eafy to perfuade any 
other perfon of his family to believe fo favourably 
of the matter, as he was now willing to believe, 
were they to know that we had lived io long toge- 
ther unmarried. 

< And then the Captain frtys, his dear friend 
inade a propofal : — It was this — That we Jhoiild 
marry out ojkandy but as privately as poJfMe^ as hi^ 
deed he found u-e intended (for he could have no ob- 
jeftion 10 the Draughts) — But yet, he expe6led ts 
have prefent one tirufty friend of his own^ for his bet* 
ter fdti^fadlion' — 
Hvre 1 ftopt, wiih a defign to be angry — But flic 

defiring me to read on, I obeyed. 

-* — But that it fhould pafs to every one Hvitig^ ex* 

•* cept tQ that trujiy perfn, to himfelf and to the Cap^ 

* tain^ that ' we were married from the time that we 

* had lived together in one houfe ; and that this time 
^ fhould be made io a^r^e with that of Mr^ Hickman's 

* application to him from I\lifs Howe,* 
This, my dcar^ ft life, faid I, is a very confidcratc 

propofal. We have nothing to do, but to caution the 
people below properly on this head. I did not think 
your Uucie Hailowe capable of hitting upon fuch a 
charmiiJg expedient as this. But you ice how much 
his heai^is in the Reconciliation. 

This^as the return I met with — You have always, 
.AS a mark of your poUtenefs, let mekoow^ Kqvm mcotv- 
Jy you think of every one of 'm^ £ato\^ » 

Vol. IV. Ctl "^^ 
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Yet, thou wilt thiokj Belford^ that Jxm 
her /or the reproach, 

* The Captain does not know, he fays, 

Eropofal will be relifhed by us. Bur^ for 
e thinlcs it an expedient that will obvia 
difficulties^ and '^ may poiEbly put an en 
JameS' Harlbwe's further defigos : And o 
count he has, iy the Uncle's advice^ air 
clared to two feveral perfoos, by whofe 
may come to that young gentlemaa's a 
he [Captain Tomllnronj has very great r 
belie v^i that we were married foon after h 
man's application was rejected. 

* And thb, Mr. Lovelace (fays the Capi 
etiablc you to pay a compliment to the fan 
will. not beunfuitable to the generofity of 
the declarations you were pleafed to m'ak 
Lady before me (and which Mr. Joho Harl 
make foroe advantage of in favour of a Re 
tion).; in that you have not demanded you 
Eftaic fo foon. as you were intiiled to r 
demand.* An excellent contriver, furely, 

think this worthy Mr, Tom-liDfon to be ! 
But the Captain adds» ' that if either the 

* 1 difapprove o£his report of our Marriage 
« rctrad: it. Neverihelefs, he muft tell me, i 
« John Harlowe is very much fet upon this 

* proceeding; as the only one, in his opinioi 

* ble of being improved into a general. Re 

* lion. -But if we do acquiefce in it, he befee 

* Fair-one not to.fofpend my Day, that he 

* authorized in what he fays, as to the truti 

* main f aft [JHlow con/cientious this good man J 

* muft it be expefted, he fays, that her Ui 

* take one ftep towards the wiflied-for Ka 

* tion, till the Sol^wnit^ is aCluaUv cver^* 

He adds, * that Ait fti^\\>a«. n^x^ ii^^\i.m ^ 
* Other affairs;, aud lUw ^tc>V^^^^ v» ^x\s.xi< 
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^ give us a more particular account of all that has 

* paiTed, or ihall further pa(S| betweeu Mr. Harlowe 

* and him/ 

Wcl4, my deareft Life, what fay you to your Un- 
cle's expedient ? Shall I write to the Captain and ac- 
quaint him, that we have no objeClion to it? 

She was illent for a few biinutes. At laft, with a 
figh, See, Mr. Lovelace, faid £he, what you have 
brought me to, by treading after you in fuch crooked 
paths i— ^See what difgrace I have rncnrrcd 1 — ^^Indecd 
you have not adted like a wife man* 

My beloved creature, do you not remember, how 
earncftly I befought the honour of your hand before 
we came to town ? — Had I been //'fw favoured — 

Well, well, Sir — There has been much amifs 
fomewhere; that's all I will iay at prefent. And 
fince what's pad cannot be recalled, my Uncle maft 
be obeyed, I think. 

Charmingly ! dutiful — I had nothing then to do, that 
I might not be behind-hand wirli the worthy Cap- 
tain and her Uocle, but to prefs for the Day. This 
I fervently did. But (as I might have expelled) ftie 
repeated her former anfwcr ; to wit. That when the 
Settlements were completed ; when the Licence was 
aftually obtained ; it would be time enough toname 
the Pay : And, O Mr Lovelace'1 faid fhe, turning 
from me with a grace inimitahly tender, her hand- 
kerchief at her eyes, what a happinefs, rf my dear 
Uncle could be prevailed upon to be perlbnally a 
^Father, on this occafion, to fhe poor fdtktthfs 
rgirl ? 

What's the -matter with me ! — Wiencc this dew- 
drop ! — A tear !— Asl hope to be fa^ed, it is a tear, 
Jack ! — Very ready methinks ! — Only on reciting ! — 
But her lovely image was before me, in the very atti-| 
tudc fhe fpoke the words-^-And indeed at the time 
(he fpoke th&m, thefe lines of Sbakcfpearc c^;sA\\b.\s^ 
a3y-head>; 

0^3 «tv. 
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Thy heart is big. Get thee apart ^ and tueep I 
Pajpon, I/ce^is catching : — For my eyes ^ 
Seeing thofe Beads of Sorrow fiand in thime^ 
Begin to water — 

I withdrew, and wrote to the Captain to the fc 
lowiDg cfFcft — * I defired, that he would be fo goo 
' as to acquaint his dear friendj that we entirely a( 
quiefced with what he had propofed y and had a 
ready properly cautioned the gentlewomen of th 
houfe, and their ferv^nts, as well as our own 
And to tell him, That if he would in perfon g*n 
me the blefOng of his dear Niece's hand, it woui 
crown the wifhcs of both. In this cafe, I confcnte^ 
that his own Day, as I prefumedit would he djhoi 
one, (hould be ours : That by this means the fecn 
would be with fewer perfons: That I myfeU, j 
well as he, thought the ceremony could not be to 
privately performed ; and this not only for the fal 
of the wife end he had propofed to anlwer by i 
but becaufe I would not have Lord M. think hiti 
felf flighted j iince that nobleman, as I had lol 
him [the captain] had once intended to be oi 
Nuptial-lather ; and actually made the ofi^cr ; bi 
that wc had declined to accept of ir, and that fc 
no other reafon than to avoid a public wedding 
which his beloved Niece would not come int 
uhile fhe was in dilgrace wuh her friends — Bi 
th:ir, it- he chofe not to do us this' honour, I wiflie 
that Ciiptaio Tomlinfon might be the trufty perfo 
whom he would have to be prefent on the happ 
occalion/ 

I fhe wed this Letter to my Fair-one. She was nc 
difpleafed witii ir. .So^ Jack, we cannot now mo\ 
too fart, as to Settlements and Licence : The Day 
her Vncle^S Day^ or Captain Tcmlitifon''s perhaps, i 
fliall beft fuit the occafion. Mifs Howe's Smugglinj 
Scheme is now lurely provided againft iq all events 

8 Bt 
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But I will not by ancicipation make thee a judge of 
all I he benefits that may flow from this my elaborate 
contrivance; Why viil thefe girls put me upoa my 
mafter-flrokes? 

And now for a little Mine which I am getting ready 
to fpring. liht Jirji that I have fprung, and at the 
rate I go on (now a refoliition^ and now a remorfe) 
perhaps the laji thu I fhall attempt to fpring. 

k little Mine, I call it. But it maybe attended 
with great clFedb. I (hull not, however, abfolutcl^ 
depend upon the lucctfs of it, having much more cN 
fedtual ones in reierve. And yet great engines are 
often moved by fmall fprings. . A little fpark falling 
by accident into a powder-magazine^ hath done more 
execution !n a fleae. than a hundred cannon. 

Come the worfl, the hymeneal torch, and a white 
fheet^ muft be my Amende Honorable^ as the French 
have it* 

LETTER LVL 

Mr. Belford, To Robert Lovelace, ^/^'X 

Tuejday^ June 6, 
TjNfucccfsful as hitherto my application to you has 
^^ been, I cannot for the heart of me forbear wri- 
ting once more in behalf of this admirable woman : 
And yet am unabli to account for the zeal which 
impels me to take her part with an earncilnefs fo 
fincere. 

But all her merit thou acknowledged ; all thy own 
vilcoefs thou confeflcft, and even glorielt in it : What 
hope then of moving fo hardened a man ? — Yet, as ic 
is not too late, and thou art neverthelefs upon the 
Crifis, I am refolved to try what anoiher Letter will 
do. It is but my writing in vain, if it do no good ; 
and if thou wilt let me prevail, I know thou wile 
hereafter think me richly mtiiled to fhy thanks. 

To argue wiih thee would be ioW^% *^t>CiS.^'^^^^'^'^'- 

0^3 ^^"^ 
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not require it. I will only entreat thee, therefore 
thou wilt not let fuch an Excellence lofe the re 
of her vigilant virtue. 

I believe there never were Libertines fb vilc^ 
purpofedj at fome future period of their lives, tc 
about reforming ; and let me beg of thee, that ti 
wilt, in this great article, make thy future Repentai 
as eafy, as fome time hence thou wilt wiih thou h 
made it. 

If thou proccedefV, I have no doubt, that thisi 
fair wiU end tragically, one way or other. It vv^ 
Such a woman mull intercft both gods and men in be 
caufe. But what I mpfl apprehend^ is, chat with hei 
own hand, in refeotment of the perpetrated outrage* 
ibe (like another Lucretia)^ will aiTert the purity ot 
her heart ; Or, if her piety preferve her from ttrif 
violence, that wafting grief will foon put a periodta 
her days. And in either cafe,, will not- the remem* 
brance of thy ever-durhg guilt, and tranjitary tri- 
umph, be a torment of torments to thee ? 

''JTls a feriou£y fad thing, after all, that fo fine %• 
creature ihould have fallen into fuch vile andremorfe- 
lefs hands/For, from thy Craddle, as I have heard thee 
own, thou everdebghtedft to fport with and torment 
the animaf, whether bird or beaft, that thou lovedft^ 
and hadik a pow^r over. 

How difierent is the cafe of this fine woman from* 
that of any other whom thou hadft feduced ! — I need 
not mention to thee, nor infifl upon the A riking dif- 
ference ; Juflice, gratitude, thy iniereft, thy vows, all 
engaging thee \ and thou certainly loving her, as far 
as thou art capable of Love, above all her Sex. She 
not to be drawn afidc by Art, or to be made to fufiier 
from Credulity, nor f r want of Wit and Difcern* 
meiH (that will be another cutting refieAion to fo fioe 
1 mind as hers): The contention between you only> 
tne^ual, as it is between n^vk^d vauocence and armed. 
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greatly fupcrior to thine I — What a £atc will hers be 
if thou art not at lad overcome by thy reiterated 
remorfes ! 

At firft, indeed, when I was admitted into her pre- 
fcnce (a) (and till I obferved her meaning air, and 
heard her fpeak) I fuppoled that (he had no very un- 
common Judgment to boaft of: For I made, as I 
thought, butyV'? allowances for her blofToming youth, 
aad'for that lovelinefs of perfon, and for that eafe and 
elegance in her drefs, which I imagined mud have 
taken up half her time and fludy^o cultivate^ and yet 
I had been prepared by thee to entertain a very high 
opinion of her fenfe and her reading. Her choice of this 
gay fellow, upon fuch hazardous terms (thought I) is 
a confirmation that her fi^it wants that maturity which 
only y^ars and experience can give it. Her Knew- 
ledge (argued I to myfclf) muft be all Theory : and the 
complaifance ever conforting with an age fo green and 
fo g^/t ^tll make fo inexperienced a Lvidy, al lead 
forbear to fhew herfelf difgufled at freedoojfof dif- 
courfe, in which thofe preftnt of her owq^ex, and 
fome of ours (fo learnedi fo well read, aodMb travel^ 
led) allow themfelves. Vi 

Id this prefumption, I ran on ; and having the ad* 
vantage, as I conceited, of all the company but yoo, 
and being dciirous to appear in her eyes a mighty cle- 
ver fellow, I thought IJhe^edavjay^ when I faid any 
fboiifh things that had more found than fenfe in them ; 
and when I made filly jefis, which attracted the fmiles 
of tby Sinclair, and the fpecious Partington, and 
that Mifs Harlowe did not Imile too, I thought was 
, owing to her youth or afft^tation, or to'a mixture of 
both, perhaps to a greater command of her features. — 
Little dreamed I, that I was incurring her cont^^mpt 
all the time* 

But when, as' I faid, I heard her fpeak ; which (he 
did not till fhe had fathomed us all; when I heard 

0^4 her 

W&c Vol. IIL p. 35 !• . 



344 7& History ^ y^l«4* 

her fimtimeDts on two or three fDl]je£^9 9ni took no- 
tice of that fcarchbg ejc, dartibg into the very inaioft 
cells of our frothj brains i by my fiith, it made me 
Jook about me; and I began to recolkA» and bei 
alhamcd of all I had faid before; in fliort^ wasje- 
fcd?ed to fir filenti till e? ery one had talked jrouncjy to 
keep tey folly id countenance. And then I raifed tbe 
fttb}eA» that fhe couti join in, and which (he did join 
in, fo much to the confufion and furprizC' of every 
one of us!— For ctco thou, Lovelace^ fo noted jFor . 
fmart wit, repartee > and a vein of raillery^ that deliglii- 
eth all who come near thee^ fatteft in pliable d^k* • 
nefii and lookeft about thee> as well as we. 
'One ioftan^e cnly, of thliy fhaill remind- thee of ? 
We talked of mt, and of mt, and aiotied at i%, 
bandying it like a l]|aU from one to another^ and reft* 
ing it chiefly with thee^ who were always pr6ud enough 
and Tain enough of the attribute ; and then more efpc* 
ctally as thou hadft aflembled us, as. far as I knofr, 
principally to flbcw the Lady thy fuperiority over us| 
and us thy triumph over her.* And then Toui^iUe 
(who is alipys Hitisficd with Wit at fecond-hand ; Wit 
upon memory ; other mens Wit) repeated fome verfcs» 
as applicable to the fubjcft; which two of us ap- 
plauded, tho' full cf doui/e entendre. Thou, feeing 
the Lady's ferious air on one of thofe repetitions, ap- 
pliedft thyfclf to her, dcfiring her notions of Wit : A 
quality, ihou faidft, which every one prized, whether 
flowing from himfelf, or found in another. 

Then it was that fhe took all our attention. It was 
a quality much talked of, flic (aid, but, (he believed, 
very little underftood. At leart, if Ihe might be fofiee 
as to give her judgment of it from what had paflcd in 
the prefent converfaiion, flie mud fay, that Wit with 
men was one thing 5 with women, another.- 

This ftartlcd us all :— How the women looked I — 
How they purfed in their mouths ; a broad fmiJc the 
moment hcforcj upon each, from the verfcs ihey had 
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heard repeated, fo well underftood, as we faw, by 
their looks !— While I befought her to let us know, 
for our inftruftion, what Wit was with Women : For 
fuch I Was fure it ought to be withTW^n. 

Cowley, fhe faid, ha*d dcfiaed it prettily by nega- 
tives. Thou defiredft her to repeat his definition. 

She did ^ and with fo nuich graceful eafe, and 
beauty, and propriety of accent^ as would ba¥e made 
bad ppetry delightful. - 

j^ thoufand different fhapes it hears ; 

Comely in thoufand Jbapes appears^ 

*Tis not a tale, 'tis not a jeft, . , 

-^^m/VJ 11'//^ laughter ^2/ a feafl','- 
Nor florid talk, which mufi this title gain : - 
I'he proofs of IVit for "ever mufi remain. 

Much iefs €an th.it hive any place 

At which a virgin hides her faces. 
Such drofs the fire mufi purge away ; — ^Tis jiifl 
Tke author blufbtherey where the reader muCV. 

Here (h« ftopt, looking round her upon us all with 
confcious fuperiority-,Mis I -thought.^ Ldi^d^ how wc 
flared ! Thou attcmptcdib to give us thy definition of 
Wir, that thou mighteft have fotncthing to fay, and 
net feem to befurprii'ed into filtnt modeily./ 
' But, as if • (he cared l^ot to^truft ihec with the fub- 
jcft, referring to the laimo author as for his more po- 
fitive decilion, Ihe thus, with tht fame Harmony of 
voice and accent, emplutically decided upuu it. 

Wit, like a luxuriant vinry . 

Unlcfs /<? Virtue's prop it join^ 

Finn and erecl, tow'rd heaven bounds 
Tho* it with beauteous leaves and p leaf ant fruit he 

crown d. 
It ties dtform'd, and- rotting on the ground: - 

If thou recolleftsft this partof the convcrfation, and 
hkm. like fools wc looked at one aaothcy % k<i^ \s\\i.O^ 

0^5 "^ 
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it pat US out of conceit with ourfei?eSt and made -ut 
fear her, when we foood our con?erfatidir .thna oi- 
cluded from che Tcrj charaAer which our vanity )muI 
made m think unqueftionably ourt } and if ^oa plt>«. 
fiteft properly by the recollcAion ; thou wilt bc^(mj 
miiKl^ that there is not (6 much Wit in Wickedncfi 
as we had flattered ourfel? es there was. 

And after all. I have been of opinioo ever fincef&rf 
converfation, that the Wjt of all the Rakes and Liber- 
tines I ever converfed with| from the brilliant Bob. 
Lovelace down to little John Hartop the punfter, 
confifts moftly in faying bold and fliocking ibingiy 
with fuch courage as (hall make the Modeft bluflit 
the Impudent laugh^ and the Ignorant (tare. 

And why doft thou think I mention thefe thingSj fo 
0iat-a-propo8, as it may feem ! — Only, let me tell 
thee, as an ioftance (among many that might be gif ca 
from the fame evening's converfation) of this fine 
Woman's fuperxoiity in thofe talents which ennoble 
Nature, and dignify her Sex — Evidenced not only to 
each of uis, as we offended, but to the flippant Par- 
tington, aod the grofTcr, but cgregioufly hypocritical 
Sinclair, in the corrcAing eye, the difcouraging biuih 
in which was mixed as much dilpjeafure as modefty, 
and fometimcs, as the occafion called for it (for we 
were fome of us hardened above the fenfe of feeling 
delicate reproof) by the fovcreign contempt, mingled 
with a diidainful kind of pity, that (hewed at once 
her own coufcious worth, and our dcfpicably worth- 
IciToef?. 

O Lovelace ! what then was the triumph, even in 
my eye, and what is it nill upon refleftion, of true 
modcfty, of true wir, and true politencfs, over frothy 
jcH, laughing iiTiperciuence, and an obfccnicy fo ihamC' 
ful, even to the guilty, that they cannot hint at it bat 
under a double meaning ! 

Then, as thou haft fdmewhere obferved (a), all 

her 

(a) Sec p. aa4» 
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her corrt&\ves* avowed by her lE»ye. Not poorly, like 
the generalicy of her Sex, afFedling ignorance of 
meanings too obvious to be concealed; but fo refent- 
ing, as to fhew each impudent laugher, the offence 
given tO| and taken by, a Purity, that had miftaked - 
its way, when it fell into fuch company^ 

Such is the woman, fuch is the angel, uhom thou 
baft betrayed into thy power, and wouldeft deceive and ' 
ruin,—- Sweet creature.' did fhe but know how fhc is 
furrounded (ais I then thought, as well as now think) 
and what is intended, how much fooner would death 
be her choice, than fo dreadful a iiuation ! — • And "- 

• how. cflfedtually would her Story, i^ere it generally 
^ known, -warn all the Sex againft throwing them- 

• felves inte the power of ours, let our vows, oaihs^ - • 

• and proteftations, be what they will?' 

But let me beg of thee, once more, my dear Love- 
lace, if thou haft any regard for thine own honour, for - 
the honour of thy family, f6r thy future peace, or for 
my opinion of thee (who yet pretend riot to be fo much 
moved by principle, as by that dazzling merit which 
ought ftill more to attract thee) to be prevailed upon 
—to be — to be humane, that's all — Oiiiy, that thou ' 
upouldeft notdifgrace our common humanity ! - 

Hardened as thou art, I know; that they arc the 
abandoned people. in the houfc who keep thee up to a 
rcfolutjon againft her. O ihat the fagacious Fair-one 
(with (o much innocent chapity in her own heart) had 
not fo refolutely held thofe women at diftance ! — That, 
as flie boarded there, flie bad aftener tabled with them ! 
Specious as they are, in a week's time, (he would 
have fcen thro' them ; they could not have been al- 
ways (o guarded, as they were when they faw her but 
feldom, and when ihey/>r^/'tfr^rfthemfe]vestofee her, 
and fhe would have fled their houfe as a place infefted. 
iVndyct, perhaps, with fo determined an enterprizer, 
tbi& difcovery mi^hi have accelerated her ruin. 

I know that thou art n*ce in thy Loves. But ^\^ 
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there not hundreds of women, who the' not utterly 
abandoned, would be taken with thee for mere per* 
fonal regards ! Make a Toy, if thou wilt, of Principlf, 
with rcfpeft to fuch of the Sex as regard it as a Toy; 
but rob not an angel of thofe Purines, which, in her 
own opinion, condttute the difference between an- 
gelic and brutal qualities. 

With regard to the paffion itfelf, the lefs of Soul io 
either man or woman, the more fenfual are they. 
Thou, Lovelace, hift a Soul, tho* a coriupted one; 
and art more intent (as thou even gloritft) upon the 
preparative llratagem^ than upon the end ot con- 
quering. 

See we not the natural bent of idiots and the crazed ? 

The very appetite is Br^dy : and when we ourfelves 

are moft fools, and ciazed, then are wc moft eager in 

\hc\t puifuit?. See what fools this p^tfiioo makes the ' 

wifell nen ! What fnittHers,. what dotards, whtn 

ih.y fufflT ihcn,fcivcs to be run away witli by it! — 

An unpetmanent paffion! Since, if (aftiamed of its 

viore proper name) wc muft call it L'jVCy. Love grat- 

f^ed^ is Love fat isjitd — Ard Love fatisfieJ^ is i::di^er' 

ence bcQ^nn, And his is the cafe where conjent on one 

fii-ic j-J'S 10 the obligation on the other. What then 

but rcmorre can follow a fornblcattempt ? 

Do not even th;t(le Lovers choofe to be alone in their 
Counihipprep nuicns, atomcd to have even a child 
tvj wi.ncfs to t'ltir fovilifh o^^ion?, and more foolilh 
txpn fiior»3 ? \^ ihis deified pnnion, in its greateftahi- 
lut'c ., firrd to Hand the day? D'> not thc.LovcrF, 
whta rr:L'iVi;.i ccnrcot awaifsiUcir Wills, retire to co- 
Vcj'* ii.cl CO daikntfs, U) complete rhtirwilhes ? And 
flv '1 luch :i rne.ikin:^ pafiion i»s th'..<, which can be Io 
U'lily rr;!tifii.d by vilvT objeclf, Le.peimittcd to dcbjii 
thf *'; btvl't? 

V».. re tjot \\\z cUVa^^ of ih^ "vile purpofcs owing 
rr ' M c a> > lie a\N c s\ b\L\\ \\^t tu^V^^x^ nXyw^.^ \v.\^ \w^>^\\^vL 
thJ^. y;'iu., vVan 10 vVi^ >N^vivol ^^v^vv^^l^X^NfxWix^^^ 
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ri ftttijl write my free fcniiments in this cafe ; for have 
I not feen the angel ?] ; I Ihould be ready to cenfurc 
fome of thy contrivances and pretences to fufpcnd the 
cxpeftcd day, as trite^ Jiale^ and (to inc, who know 
thy intention) poor^ and too often rtfortcd to, as no- 
thing comes 6f them, to be glorred in ; particularly 
that of Mennell , the vapourifli Lady, and ihc ready- 
furnifhed Houfe^ 

She mufl have thought fo too, at times, and in her 
heait'defpired thee for them, or love thee (ungrateful 
as thou an!) to her n.isfortune; as well as entertain 
hope again ft probability. But this would afford an- 
other warr/ing to the Sex, were they to fcnow her 
Sbiy; * as it would fliew them what poor pretences 

• they muft feem to be fatisfied with, if once they 
•^ put themitlves into the power of a defigniiig manJ 

If Trial only was thy en^J, as once was thy pre- 
tence {a), enough furtly haft thou tried this paragon 
of virtue and vigilance* But I knew thee too well, 
to expcdV, at the time, that thou wouldcft ftop there. 

• Men of our caft put no other bound to iheir views 

• upon any of the Sex> than what want of power 
'compels them to put.* I knew,, that from one ad- 
vantage gained, thou wouldeft proceed to attempt an- 
other. Thy habitual averfion to wedlock,., too, well 
r>knew ; and indeed thou avoweft thy hope to bring: 
her to Cohabitation, in that very Letter in which thou - 
pjfcttndcft T'r/^/ to be thy pxincipal view {by. 

But do not even thy own freqi^ent and involuntary 
rcmorfes, when thou haft time, place, company, and ^ 
every other cirjcumftance, to favour {hee in thy wicked * 
defign, convince th-ee, th^t th<:rc cap. be no room for 
a hope fo pr«fumptuous ? — Why thcn» fince thou ^ 
wouideXl choofe.to marcy her rather than lo£s her, yrilt. 
th'Qu make her hate thee for ever ? 

But if ihou dareft to meditate /^^r^«a/ trial, and art' 

(fl) Sec Vol. III. Let. xiv, {b) See Vol.- III. p. 87. Sec 

aUo Letters' jLii, ziiir oi tlaat Volttoic«. 
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fiiiccre 10 thy refolution to reward her, as fhe behaves 
in it, let me bcfcech thee to remove her from this vile 
boufe. That will be to give her and thy confcience 
fair play. So entirely aow does the fweet deluded ex- 
cellence depend upon her fuppofed happier profpefts, 
that thou neede(t not to fear that fl^e will fly from 
thee, or that (he will wifh to have recburfe to that 
fcheme of Mifs Howe, which has put thee upon what 
thou calleft thy mafter-Jirokes, 

But whatever be ihy determination on this head ; 
and if I wiite not in time, but that thou had actually 
pulled ofF the maik ; let it not be one of thy devices, 
if thou wouldcd avoid the curfes of every heart, and 
hereafter of thy own, to give her, no not for one hour, 
(be her refcntment ever fo great), into the p6wcr of that • 
villainous woman, who has, \t poilible, Icfs remorfe* 
than thyfelf : and whoie trade it is to break the refitt- 
ing fpirit, and utterly to ruin the heart unpradlifed in 
evil. — O Lovelace, Lovelace, how many dreadful Sto- 
ries could this horiiJ woman tell the Sex! And lliall 
that of a Claiiffk fwell the guilty Lift ? 

But this I might have fpared. Of this, devil as* 
thou art, thou canft not be capable. Thou couldft 
not enjoy a triumph fo diTgraceful to thy wicked Pride, 
as well as to Humanity. 

Shouidtft thou ihink, that the melancholy fpcc^laclc 
hourly before me has made me more ferious (ban 
ufual, perhaps thou wilt not be miftaken. But no- 
thing more is to be inferred from hence (were I even to 
return to my former courits) but that whenever the 
time of cool refleftion comts, whether brought on by 
our own difaflers, or by ihofe of others, wt fhall uu- 
doubvedly, if capable of thought, and if we have time 
for it, think in the fame manner. 

We neither of us are fuch fools, as to difbelieve a 
Futurity, or to think, whatever be our practice, that 
we c'dmc hither by chance, and for no end but to do 
bU the miichief wc have U la our ^ow cr to do. N jr 
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am I afhamed to own, that in the prayers which my . 
poor Uncle makes me read to him, in the abfence of 
a very good Clergyman who regularly attends him, I 
do not forget to put in a word or two for myfelf. 

If, Lovelace, thou laughefl: at me, thy ridicule will 
be more conformable to thy anions than to thy h/ie/l 
— Devils believe and tremble. Canft thou be more 
abandoned than they ? 

And here let me add, with regard to my poor old 
man,' that I often wifh thee prefent but for one half- 
hour in a day, to fee the dregs ofa gay life running 
off* in the mofl excruciating tortures, that the Colic^ ' 
the Stone^ and the Surgeon's knife, can unitedly in* 
flift; and to hear him bewail the diflblutenefs of his 
paf^ life, in the bittered anguifh of a fpirit every hour 
cxpcfting to be called to its laft account. — Yet, by 
all bis confefHons, he has not to accufe himfelf, ia 
Sixty fevcn years of "life, of half the very vile enor- 
mities, which you and I have committed in the laft 
Seven only. 

I conclude with recommending to your ferious con* 
fideration all I have written, as proceeding from the 
heart and foul of 

Tour ajfured Friend^ 

John Bejlford. 

. L E T T E H LVII. 

Mr. Lovelace, TV John Belford, Efq\ 

Tuefday /ifterno$n, June 6. 

T>Ifficulties ft ill to be got Over in procuring this 
-f^ plaguy Licence. I ever hated^ and ever fhall 
hate, thefe fpiritual Lawyers, and their Court. 

And now. Jack, if I have not fecured viSlory^ I 
have a retreat. 

But hold — Thy fervant with a Letter — 

A confounded long one, tUo* not a narraXv^t ^^t. — 
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Once more in bchilf of the Lady! — Lie thee down 
oddity ! Whic caniV thou write that can have force 
upon mc at this Crifis ? — And have I not, ^s I went 
along, made thee to fay all that was neceiTary for thee 
to fay ? 



* « * * 

# # 



Yet once more, I will take thee up. 

Trite y ft^U^ poor (layeft thou) are fomc of my coa- 
trivanccs? That of the widow particularly T — I have 
no patience with ihce. Had not that contrivance its 
cffcft at the time, for a procraftination ? — And had 
I not then rcafon to fc.4r, that the Lady would find^ 
enough to make her dillike this houfe ? And was it 
not right (intending what I intended) to lead her on 
from time to time, with a notion, that a houfe of her 
own would be ready for her ft)on, in order to induce 
her to continue here till it was ? 

^ritCy Jlnlc^ and poorl — Thou art a filly fellow, 
and no judge, whea «hou faycft this. Had I nor, like 
a blockhead, levealed to thee, as \ 'ment ahngy x\it 
fccrct purpofcs of m/ heart, but had kept all in, till 
the event had explained my myfteries, 1 would have 
defied thee to have been able, any more than the 
Lady, to have gutlTcd at what was to befal her, till 
it had adlually coroe to pafs. Nor doubt I, in this 
cafe, that, inflead of prefuming to re(le(St upon her 
for credulity, as loving me to her misforiuney and for 
hoping again]} p rob ability y thou wouldeft have been • 
readier by far, to cenfure her for Nicety and Over- 
fcrupuloufiief?. And, let me tell thee, that had (he 
loved me as I wilhcd her to love me, fhe could not 
poffibly have been fo very apprehenfive olr my defi^ns, . 
nor fo ready to be influenced by Mifs Howe's precau- 
tions, as (he has always been, although my general ■ 
charafter made not for me with her. 

But in thy opinion, I fufFer for that Simplicity in 

my contrivances, which is their principal excellence, 

i^ Alachiaery make i ik^<:t€d.c^. No unnatural 
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Flights aim I at. All pure Nature, taking advantage 
of Nature, as Nature tends ; ancl fo fin^ple my de- 
vices, that when they are known, thou, even thou^ 
imagineft, thou couldefl: have thought of the fame, 
Apd indeed thou feemeft to own^ that the flight thou 
pu»teft upon them, is owing to my letting thee into 
them before hand — uadiftioguilhing, as well as un- 
grateful as thou art ! 

Yer, after all, I would not have thee think, that I 
do nut know my w<?ak place?. I have formerly told 
ihc:-, that it is difficult for the abieft general to iay 
what he vjill do, or what he can do, when he is 
obliged to regulate his motions by thofe of a watchful 
enemy (a). If thou giyeft due weight to this confi- 
deration, thou wilt not wonder that I (hould make 
many marches and countermarches, fome of which 
may appear to a flight obferver unueccflTary, 

But let me curfoinly enter into debate with thee on 
thisfubjeft, nowlam with infight of my journey's cad. 

Abundance of impertinent things thou tcllett me in 
this Letter; forhe of which thou hadit from myfelf; 
others that 1 knew before. 

All that tbou faysft'in this charming creature*3 
praife, is fliort o^ what I have (aid and written, on the 
inexhauftible fubjcft. 

Her virtue, her refiftance, which are her merits^ 
are my Jiimulattves. Have 1 not told thee lb twenty 
times over ? 

Davil, as thefe girls between them call me, what 
of devil am 1, but in my Contrivances? I am not more 
a devil, than others, in the End I aim at; for when 
I have carried my point, it is flill but one feduftion. 
And I have perhaps b;;en (pared the guilt oi many fe- 
du<fti ;ns ill ih:; time. 

« 

What of uncommon would there be in this cafe, 
but for her watchfiihiefs?— As well as I love intrigue 
and (Iratagcm, dofl ihink, that I had not rather have 
gained my end with lefs trouble and lef$ ^uilt I 
(s) See Vol. III. p, 'i%s. 
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The man, let me tell thee^ who is as wicked as h^ 
ion be, is a worfe man than I am. Let me afk aoj^ 
Rake in England, if, refolving to carry his point, he 
would have been fo long about it ? or have had^^ muck 
eompundlion as I have had f 

Were every Rake, .nay, were every Man, to fet 
down, as I do, and write all that enters into his head, 
or into his heart, and to accufe himfdf with equal 
freedom and truth, what an army of mifcrcants fhouid 
I have to keep me in countenance ? 

It is a maxim with fomc) that if they are left alone 
with a woman, and make not an attempt upon her,, 
{he will think her felf affronted — Are not fuch men as 
thefe worfe than I am f What an opinion muft they 
have of the whole Sex ? 

Let me defend the Sex T fo dearly love. If thefc 
Elder brethren of ours think they have general reafon 
for their affertion, they muft have kept very bad com- 
pany, ^r tmift judge of womens hearts by their own^ 
She muft be an abandoned woman, who will not 
Ihrink as a Snail into its fhell, at a grofs and fudjen^ 
attempt. A mode ft woman muft be naturally cold^ 
refervei , and fhy. She cannot be fo muchy and fi 
fi^n aflrefted, as Libertines are apt to imagine- She 
xswx^ydt leafti have Tome confidence in the honour 
and filence of a man, before defire can poffibly put 
forth in her, to encourage and meet his flame. For 
my own part, I have been always decent in the com- 
pany of women, till I was fure of them. Nor have 
I ever offered a great oflence, till I have found Utile 
ones pafTed over; and that ihey iliunned me not,, 
"when they knew my chara<Slcr. 

My divine ClanfTa has puzzled me, and beat me- 
out of my plav : At oae time, I hoped to overcome 
by intimiaating her ; at another, by Love : by the 
amorous See-Jaiv, as I have called it (a). And I 
have only now to join Surprife to the Other two, and 
iee what can be done by all three. 

{a) See Vol III V* T^*. 
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And whofe property, I pray tkec^ fliall I invade, 
if I purfue my fchctnes of love and Vengeance ? Have 
not thofe who have a right to her, renounced that 
right ? Have they not wilfully expofed her to dangers ? 
Yet muft know, that fuch a woman would be confi- 
dered^as' lawful prize, by ^ many as could have the 
opportunity to attempt her ? — And had they not chus 
cruelly expofed her, is (he not a Shgle-woman ? And 
seed I tell thee. Jack, that men of our cail, the bejl 
of them [the w^r/i ftick at nothing] think it a great 
grace and favour done to the married men, if they 
leave them their Wives to ihemfelves ; and compound 
for their Sifters, Daughters, Wards, and Nieces ? 
Shocking as thefc principles muft be to a refleding 
mind, yet fuch thou knoweft are the principles of 
thoufands (who would not aft fo generoufly, as 1 have 
afted by almoft all of the Sex, over whom I have ob- 
tained a power) ; and as often carried into praftice, as 
their opportunities or courage will permit — Suck 
therefore have no right to blame me, 

ThOu repeac'edly plcadcft her fuffcrings from her 
family. But I have too ofcen anfwered this plea, to 
need to fay any more now, than that flic has not fuf- 
fcrcd for 7ny fike. For has (he not been made the 
Tiftim of the malice of her rapacious Brother and en- 
vious Sifter, who only waited for an occafion to ruin 
Ber with her other relations j and took this si the fir ft 
tt) drive her obt of the houfe ; and, as it happened, 
into my arms \ — Thou knoweft how much again/I her 
inclination. 

As for her own (in?, hovr many has the dear crea- 
ture to anfwcr for to Love and to me / — Twenty- 
times, and twenty times twenty, i^as (he not told' 
me, that (he refufed not the odious Solmes irv favour 
ro me? And as often has (he not offered to renounce 
mc for the Single Life, J f the Implacablcs would have 
received her on that condition ? — Of what repttiiions 
docs.iliy weat,pity make me guilty \ 
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To loolc a little farther b.ick : Canft thou forget 
what my fufferings wcie from this haughty Beauty ia 
the whole time of my attendance upon her proud mo- 
tions, in the purlieus of Harlowe-Place, and at the 
little White Hart at Ncrale, as we called it ? — Did I 
not threaten vengemce upon her then (and had I not 
rcafon?) for difappointing me of a promifed inter- 
view? 

Jack I what n n\^\\: had I in the bleak coppice 
adjoining to hi;r Father's paddock ! My linen and wig 
frozen; my Unjbs abl'olutcly numbed; my fingers only 
fenfible of fo much warmth, as enabled me to hold a 
pen ; and that obtained by rubbing the fkin off, and by 
beating with my hands nly (hivering fidesi Kneeliog 
on the hoar mofs on one knee, writing on the other, 
if the (liff fcrawl could be called writing ! My feer, 
by the time I had done, feemfing to have taken rooti 
and aftually unibJc to fupport me for fome minutes ! — 
Love and Rage kept then my heart in motion [and 
only Love and Rage could do itj or how much more 
than I did fuffer, mufl I have fuffered! 

1 told thee, ac niy melancholy return, what were 
the contents of the Letter I wrote (a). And I 
fliewed thee afterwards, her tyrannical Anfwer to 
it (A). Thou, then, Jack, lovedft thy friend : .and 
pitied ll thy poor fufFcring LoveUce. Even the af- 
fronted God of Love approved then of my threatened 
vengeance againft the fair proniifer ; tho* now with 
thee, in the Day of my power, forgetful of the 
Night of my futFrrings, he is bccoiue an advocate for 
her. 

Nay, was it not he himfclf that brought to me my 
adorable Ncmt^fii ; and both together put me upon 
this very vow, ' Th.it I would never rcil till I had 

* drawn in this goddefs-daughter of the Harlowes to 

* cohabit with me; and iLdi in the face of all their 

* proud family ?' 

Nor 
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Nor canft thou forget this, vow. — At this inftant I 
have thee before me, as then thou forrowfully lookedft. 
Thy ftrong features glowing with conipaflion for nie ; 
thy lips twifled ; thy forehead furrowed ; thy whole 
face drawn out from the flupid round into the ghaftly 
oval ; every mufcle contributing its power to complete 
the afpcft grievous ; and not one word couldfl ihou 
utter, but /^nun to my vow. 

And what of dirtinguifliing Love, or Favour, or 
Confidence, have I had from her fincc, to make me 
•forego this vow ? 

I renewed it not, indeed, afterwards ; and aftually, 
for. a long feafon, was willing to forget it, till repeti- 
tions of the fame faults revived the remembiance of 
the former. And now, adding to thofe the contents of 
fomc of Mifs Howe's virulent Letter?, fo lately come 
at, what canfl thou fay for the Rebel, confident with 
thy loyalty to thy Friend ? 

Every man to his genius and conftitution. Han- 
nibal was called, 7 he father of "ojarltke firatagems. 
Had Hannibal been a private man, and turned his 
plotting head againft the other Sex j or had 1 been a 
general, and turned mine againft fuch of my fellow- 
creatures of my owtjy as I thought myfdf intitled to 
confider as my enemies, becaule they were born and 
lived in a different climate ; Hannibal would have 
done Icfs mifchicf^ Lovelace more. — That would 
have been the difference. 

Not a Sovereign on earth, if he be not z good man, 
and if he be of a warlike temper, but muA do a 
thoufand times more mifchief than L And why ^ 
Becaufe be has it in his' power to do more. 

An honeft man, perhaps thou'lt fay, will not wifh 
to have it in his power to do hurt. He aught not^ let 
roe tell him : For, if he have it, a thoufand to one 
\but it makes him both wanton and wicked. 

In wha(^ tben^ am I {ojingularly vUe i 
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In my Contrivances , ihou wilt fay (for thou art my 
echo) if not in my propofcd End of them. 

How difficuh does every man find it, as well as I| 
to forego a predominant paf&on ! I hare three paffioos 
that fway me by turns 9 all ioiperial ones. Love* 
Revenge, Ambition, or a defire of conqueft. 

As to this particular contrivance of Tomlinfbn and 
the Uncle, which perhaps thou wilt think a black 
one ; that had been (pared, had not thefe innocent 
Ladies put me upon finding a hu (band for their Mrs. 
Townfcnd : That device, therefore, is but a pre- 
ventive one. Thinkeft thou, that 1 could bear to 
be outwitted ! And may not this very contrivance 
fave a world of mifchicf ! for, doft thou think, I 
Avould have tamely given up the Lady to Townfend's 
Tars ? 

What meancft thou, except to overthrow thy own 
pica, when thou fayed, that men of our cajl know no 
other bound to their ivickednefs^ but want of power \ 
yet knoweft this Lady to be in mine ? 

Enough, faycft thcu, have I tried this paragon of 
virtue. Not fo ; for I have not tried her at all.— Ail 
I have been doing, is but preparotim to a trial. 

But thou art concerned for ihc means ihat I may 
have recoil ife to in the trial, and for my veracity. 

Silly ft How ! — Did ever any man, thinkeft thou, 
deceive a woman, but at the expencc of his veracity ? 
How, otherwife, can be be faid \o deceive ? 

As to the vieansy thou deft not imagine, that I ex- 
pe£t a dire^ conlent. My main hope is but in a 
yielding reluftance; without which 1 will be fworn, 
whatever Rapes have been attempted, none ever were 
committed, one perfon to one perfon« And good 
-Queen Bcfs of England, had ftie been living, and 
appealed to, would have declared herfelf of my 
mind. 

It would not be amifs for the Sex to know, What 
Cttr opinions are VI pou lYAs l\x\>^^^, VVyi^ to warn 
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them. I wi(h bo man to fuccccd tvith ihem but my- 
felf I told thee once, that though a Rake, I am not 
a Rake's friend {a), ^ 

Thou f^ycft, that I tiver hated we^Jlock. And 
true thou fayeft. And yet as trut, when thou tclleft 
me, that I nvould rather marry than lofe this Lady. 
And will Jhe deteft me for ever, thinkeft thou, if I 
try her, and fucceed not ? — Take care-^take care. 
Jack ! — Seeft thou not, that thou warned me, that 
I do not try without refolving to conquer ? 

I mufl add, that 1 have for fome tinne been con- 
vinced, that 1 have done wrong, to fcribble to thee 

£o freely as I have done (and the more fo, if I make 
•the Lady legally mine) 5 for has not every Letter I 

Jiave written to thee, been a Bill of Indiftcnent 
againft myfelf ; I may partly curfe my vanity for it : 

^nd I think I will refrain for the future ; for thou art 
really very impertinent. 

A ^<W man, I own, might urge many of the 
things thou urged ; but, by my foul, they come very 
aukwardly from tbee. And thou mud be fenfible, 
that I can anfwer every tittle of what thou wriced, 

• upon the foot of the maxims we have long heU and 
j>urftfed.'^Bj Xhe fpccimcn above, thou wile .fee that 

jl can. 

And prithee tell me, Jackj what but this that 
follows would have btcn the epitome of mine and 
my Beloved's Story,, a/ter ten years Cohabitation, had 
I never written to thee upon the fubjeA, and had I 
not been my own accufer ? 
^ Robert Lovelace, a notorious wbman«eater, 

^ makes his addreifes in an honourable way to Mifs 
* Clariffa Harlowe : a young Lady of the higheft 
' merit— Fortunes on both fides out of the quedion. 
After encouragement given, he is infulted by 

^ her violent Brother ; who thinks it his intered to 
t difcountenance the match i and who at lad chal- 

WSccVoL III, p,«7. 
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Icnging him» is obliged to take bis worthlefs life at 
bis hands. 

* The family, as much enraged, as if he had tahn 
the life he gavc^ infuli liim perfonally, and find out 
an odious ix)vcr foi ibe young Lady. 

* To avoid a forced marriage, Ihe is prevailed up- 
on 10 take a (lep, which throws her into Mr. Love* 

lace*s protcftion. 

* Yet, difclaiming any paffion for him, flie re- 
peatedly offers to renounce him for ever, if, on 
that condition, her relations will receive her, and 
free her from the addrefs of the man (he hates. 

* Mr. Lovelace, a man of ftrong paffions, and, 
as /bme fay, of gre^c pride, thinks bimfelf under 
very little obligation to her on this account ; and 
not being naturally fond of marriage, and having fo 
much reafon to hate her relations,- endeavours to 
prevail upon her to live wiih him, what he calls 
the life of honour : And at laft, by flratagcm, art, 
and contrivance, prevails. 

* He relolves nevcM- to marry any other woman: 
Takes a pride to have her called by his name: 
A Church-lite all the ditfcrence between them : 
Trtais her with delerved tcndeintls. Nobody 
queftioiis their marriage but ihofe proud relations 
ot her?, whom lie wiiiics to quertion it. Every 
year a charming I^oy. Fonuwes to fupport ths 
increafing family w-th fplcndor, A tender Father. 
Always a warn) Fiiend ; a generous L.indlord, 
and a puniftual Pnymnflcr. Now-and-then h')w- 
ever, perhaps, indulging wiih a new objcdl, in or- 
der to bring him back with greater delight to his 
charming Clarifla — His only fault Love of the Sex 
— Which never ihelels, iJie women fay, will cure 

^ itfelf — Dtfenfible thus far^ that he breaks no con- 
* tna£ls by his rovings.' — 

And what is there fo very greatly am ifs, As the 
WQKhD GOES, in a\i ilvls ^* 

Let 
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Let me aver, that there are thoufands and ten 
tboui'ands, wHo have worfe Stories to tell than this 
ivould appear to be> had I not interefted thee in the 
progrefs to my great end. And befides, thou knoiiv- 
eft that the character I gave myfelf to Jofeph Leman^ 
as to my treatment of my miftrcfTes, is pretty near 
the truth"(tf). y 

Were I to be as much in earneft id my defenee,- 
as thou art warm in my arraignment, I could con- 
vince thee^ by other arguments, oblervations, and 
coir.parifons \^ls not all human good and evil compare^ 
tive?"] that tho' from my ingenuous temper (writing 
only to Thee, who an mafter of every fecrci of my 
heart) I am i'o ready to accufc myfelf in my narra- 
tions ; yet 1 have fomcihing to idij for myfelf to my- 
felf ; as I go along: tho' no or)€ eife perhaps that 
vras not a Rake, would allow any weight to it.— « 
Aod thi^ cauiion might I give to thoufandS| who 
would ftoc.p for a ftone to throw at me 5 * See that 

* your own predominant pajftons, whatever they be, 

* hurry you no* into as much wickedncfs as mine do 
' me. bcc, if ye happen to be better than I in fome 
^ ihings, that. ye are not woiTe in others; and in 
' points t0O| that may be of more extcnfive bad 

* conilquencei than that of feducing a girl (and 

* taking care of her afterwards) who frcm her era- 

* die is armed with cautions avainji the deluftons of 

* men.* And yet I am not fo partial to my own 
follies as to ihink lightly of this fault, when 1 allow 

* myfelf to think. 

Another grave thing will I add, now my hand is 
ip : * So dearly do I love the Sex, that had I found, 

* that a character for virtue had been generally n<- 

* ceffary to recommend me u> theoi^ I ihould have 

* had a much greater regard to my morals, as to the 
' Sex, than I have had.' 

• To funi ly) all— I am fufficie«tly apprized^ tka.t. 
Vol. IV. R ^«w 

M Sec VoU III. p. i>9 
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meo of worthy and hooefl: hearts, who never allowed 
themfelves in premeditated evil, and who take into 
the account the excellencies of this fine creature, will 
and muft not only condemn, but abhor mt^ were 
they to know as much of me as thou doll. But. 
methinks, I would be glad to efcape the cenfureof 
thofemen, and of thofe women top, who have ne- 
^er known what capital trials and temptations are 9 
of thoie who have no genius for enterprize ; of thofe 
ivho want rather courage than will; and moft par- 
ticularly of thofe, who have only kept th^ir fecret 
better than I have kept, or wifh to keep, mine. 
Were thefe exceptions to take place, perhaps. Jack, 
I fhould have ten to acquit, to one that would con- 
demn me. Have I not often faid, Tliat human nature 
is a rogue ? 

I THREATENED abovc to refrain writing to thee. 
But take it not to heart, Jack — I muft write on, and 
.cannot help it. 

LETTER LVIII. . 
Mr. Lovelace, 7b John Belford, Efq\ 

Wednefday Night 1 1 o'clock. 

AITH, Jack, thou hadft half undone me vriih 
thy nonfcnfe, the* I would not own it in my ye- 
ftcrday's Letter : My Confcience of thy party before. 
•—But I think I am my own man again. 

So near to execution my Plot j fo near fpringing 
my Mine ; all agreed upon between the women and 
jne 5 or I believe thou hadft overthrown me. 

I have time for a few lines preparative to what is 
to happen in an hour or two ; and I love to write to 
the moment. 

We have been extremely happy. How many 
agreeable days have we known together I— What may 
tb€ next two hours ptoA>3.cc\ 



F 
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When I parted with my Charmer (which I did, 
with infinite reiudance, half an hour ago) it was up^ 
on her promife, that fhe would not fit ^ip to writ6 
or read. For fo engaging was the converfation to 
me (and indeed my behaviour throughout the whole 
of it was confefledly agreeable t5 her) that I infifted^. 
if (he did not diredkly retire to re{^, -that fhe ihould 
add another happy hour to the former. 
' To have fat up writing or reading half the nighty 
as fhe fometimes does, would have fruftrated my 
view, as thou wilt obferve, when my little plot ua« 
ravels. 

What — What — What now ! — Bounding villain ! 

wouldft thou choak me ! — 

1^ I was fpeaking to my heart, Jackl-^It was then at 

my throat. — And what is all this for ?— Thefe fhy 

women, how, when a man thinks himfclf near the 

markj do they tempeft him ! 

* # » * 

Is all ready, Dorcas ? Has my Beloved kept her 
word with me ? — Whether are thefe billowy heavings 
owing more to Love or to Fear ? I cannot tell for 
the foul of me, of which I have moft. If I can but 
take her before her apprehenfion, before her elo* 
•quence, is awake — 

Limbs^ why thus convulfcd ? — ^Knees, till now fo 
firmly fcnir, why thus relaxed \ Why beat you thus 
together? Will not thefe trembling fingers, whidi 
twice have rcfufed to direft the pen^ fail me in the 
arduous moment ? ' . 

Once a^atn, Why and for what all thcfe cornyul- 
fions ? This projeft is not to end in Matrimony^ 
furely ! 

But the confequences muft be greater than I had 
thought of till this moment — My Beloved's deftiny 
or my own may depend upon the iffue of the two 
-next hours ! 
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I will recede^ I think ! — 



V ♦#• 



SoFTi O M\Tg\n faint, and fafe as foft^ be thy 
flombers ! 

I will now once more turn to my friend Bclford*i 
Letter. Thou (halt have fair play, my Charmer. 
1 will re-perufe what thy advocate has to fay for 
thee. Weak arguments will do^ in the frame .1 am 
in!— 

Buty what, wbat'S'the matter ! — What a double^ 
But the uproar abates! — What z double coward zta 
I ?— Or is it that I am taken in a cowardly minutei 
for Heroes have their fits of /ear-y Cowards their 
brave moments; and Virtuous Women, all but my 
Clarifla» their moment critical — 
. But thus coolly enjoying thy reflections in a hurri- 
cane!— Again the confufion is renewed.! «* 

What I Where ! — How came it ! — 

Is my Beloved fafe ? — 

O wake not too roughly my Beloved ! — 

LETTER LIX. 
A/r. Lovelace, Tg John Belford, E/q^. 
Thurfday^ Mornivg, Five o'clock {June 8.) 

NOW is my Reformation fee u red ; for I never 
(hall love any other woman 1 O (he is all va- 
riety I She muft be ever new to me ! Imagination 
cannot form ; much Icfs can the Pencil paint ; nor 
can the Soul of painting, Poetry^ defcribc an angel 
fo cxquifitcly, fo elegantly lovely ! — But I will not 
by anticipation pacify ihy impatience. Altho' the fub- 
jeft is too hallowed for profane contemplation, yet 
flialt thou have the whole before thee as it paflcd : 
And this not from a fpirit wantoning in defcription 
upon fo rich a fubjeft ; but with a defign to put a 
bound to thy roving thoughts. It will be iniquity 

greater 
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greater than, a Lovelace ever was guilty tf^ to carry 
them farther than I (hall acknowledge. 

Thus then, coone£ling my laft with the prefent, I 
lead to iu 

Didft thou nor, by the concluGon of my formcrt 
perceive the confternation I was in, juil as I was alouc 
to re-pcrufc thy Letter, in order to prevail upon my- 
fclf to recede 6*0 m mypurpofcof awaking in terrors 
my numbering charmer? And what dofl chink was 
the matter ? 

1*11 tell thee— 

At a little after Two, when the whole houfe was 
"fiill, or feemed to be fo, and, as it proTed» mv Cia. 
rifla in bed, and fad afleep; I aifo in a manner un- 
drefled (as indeed I was for an hour before) and ia 
my gown and flippers, tho', to oblige thee, writing 
on ;— 1 was alarmed by a trampling noife over head, 
and a confufed buz of mix'd voices, fome louder than 
others^ like fcolding, and little ihort of fcreaming. 
While I was wondering what could be the matter^ 
down ftairs ran Dorcas, and at my door, in an ac- 
cent rather frightedly and hoarfely inward, than (hrilly 
clamorous, (he cried out, Fire I Fire I And this the 
more alarmedl me, as (be feemed to endeavour to cry 
out louder, but could not. 

My pen (its laft fcrawl a benediAion on my Be«« 
loved) dropt from my fingers ; and up ftarted I \ and 
making but three fteps to the door, opening it, I 
cried out, Where ! Where ! almoft as much terrified 
as the wench : While (he, more than half^undreft^ 
her petticoats in her hand, unable to fpeak diftinftly, 
pointed up ftairs. 

I was there in a moment, and found all owing to 
the careleflnefs of Mrs. Sinclair's cook-maid, who^ 
having fat up to read the (imple Hiftory of Dorqftus 
and Faunia when ftie fhould have been in bed, had fct 
fire to an old pair of calUco window-curtains. 

She had had the prefence o( mind, in her fci^lit^ 

i 
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to tear down the half-burnt vallens, as well as cor- 
taiosy and had got them, tho' blazing, into the chim- 
ney, by the time I came up; fo that I had the fatif* 
fa^ion to find the danger happily over. 

Mean time Dorcas, after (he had direAed me up- 
ftalis, not knowing the worft was over, and expe^- 
ing every<minute the houfe would be in a Maze, out 
of tender regard for her Lady \^IJhaH for ever iove 
the 'wfnchfor i/] ran to her door, and rapping loudly 
at it, in a recovered voice, cried our, with a (brilne^ 
equal to her Love, Fire ! Fire ! — The houfe is onjire I 
^Rije^ Madam! — This inftant rife — if you mould 
not he hurnt in your bed J 

No fooner had ihe made this dreadful outcrf, but 
I heard her Lady's door, with hafty violence, unbar. 
Unbolt, unlock, and open, and my Cbarmer*s voice 
founding like' that of one going into a fit. 

Thou mayeft believe that I was greatly zffc&cd, 
I trembled wi(h concern for hei> and hadened down 
fader than the alarm of fire had made me run up, in 
crder to fatisfy her, that all the danger was over* 

When I hdd^own down to her chamber-door, there 
I beheld the mcxt charmiog creature in the world, 
fupporting herfdf on the arm of the gafping Dorcas, 
fighing, trembling, and ready to faint, with nothing 
on but an under-pctticoar, her lovely bofom half- 
open, and her feet juft flipt into her fhoes. As foon 
as fhe faw me, £be panted, and ftiugglcd to fpeak : 
but could only fay. Oh, Mr. Lovelace I and down 
was ready to fink. 

I clafped her into my arms with an ardour fhe never 
felt before : My dearell Life ! fear nothing : I have 
been up — The danger is over — Tlie fire is got un- 
der — And how, foolifh dtvil ! [to Dorcas] could 
you thus, by your hideous yell, alarm and f lighten 
my angel I 

O Jack! how her fwcet lo'bm, as I clafped her 
to m'me, h(av:d and ^aaicd i I tould even difiinguiih 

Ur 
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her dear heart flutter, flutter, flutter againft mine ; 
and for a few minutes, I feared fhe would go into 
fits. 

Left the half-Ufelefs Charmer (hould catch cold in 
this uodrefs, I lifted her to her bed, and fat down 
by her upon the fide of it, endeavoui^ing with the 
utmoft tendernefs, as well of aftion as cxpreffion, to 
diflipate her terrors. 

But what did I get by this my generous care of her, 
and by mj fiiccefsfuUndtzvoMv to bring her to herfelf? 
— Nothing (ungrateful as flie was!) bjtihe moft p:ir- 
fionace exclarnati^^ns : Foi we had both already for- 
gotten the occafion, dreadful as it Was, which had 
thrown her into my arms : I, from the joy of encir- 
cling the almoft difrobed body of the lovelicft of her 
Sex ; (he, from the greater terrors that arofe from 
finding herfclf in my arms, and both feated on the 
bed, from which (he had been fo lately frighted. 

And now, Belford, refleft upon the diftance at 
which the watchful Charmer had hitherto* kept me : 
Reflect upon my Love, and upon my Sufferings for 
her : Rcflcft upon her Vigilance, and how long I 
had lain in wait' to elude it ; the awe I had (lood in^ . 
becaufe of her frozen virtue and over-nicenefs 5 and- 
that I never before was fo happy with her \ and then 
think how ungovernable muft be my tranfports in 
thofe happy moments!— And yet, in my own ac- 
count, I was both decent and generous. 

But, far from being aff:6ted, as I wifhed, by an - 
addrefs fo fervent (although from a man for whom (he 
had h lately owned a regard, and with whom, but 
an hour or two before, flie had parted with fo much 
latisfaftion) I never faw a bitterer, or more moving 
grief, when (he came fully to herfelf. 

She appealed tofieaven jigainftmy treachery^ as (he 
called it \ while I, by the moft folemn vows, pleaded • 
my own equal fright, and the reality of the danger: 
that had alarmed us both. 
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She conjared me, in the mod folemn and affedtiog 
manner, by turns threatening and Toothing, to quit 
her apartment, and permit her to hide herfelf from 
the light, and from every human eye. 

I befought her pardon ; yet could not avoid offend- 
ing ; and repeatedly vowed, that the next morning's 
Sun fhould witnefsour efpoufals: But, taking, I fup- 
pofe, all my proteflations of this kind as an indication 
that I intended to proceed to the lad excremity, {he 
would h^ar nothing that I faid ; but redoubling her 
ftruggles to get from me, in broken accents, and t\* 
clamations the mofl vehement, fhe protefted, that 
fht would not furvive what (he called a treatment fo 
difgraceful and vilLiinous; and, looking all wildly 
round her, as if for I'omc inftrumcntof mifchief, ftic 
cfpied a pair of (harp pointed fcifTars on a chair by 
the bed>fide, and endeavoured to catch them up, with 
defign to make her words good on the fpot. 

Seeing her dcfperaiion, I begged her to be pacified; 
that flie would hear me fpeak but one word ; de- 
claring that I intended no dilhonour to her : And 
having fcized the fci/Tars, I threw them into the 
chimney ; and fhe ftill infixing vehemently upon my 
dillancc, I permitted her to take the chaii. 

But, O the fwect difcompofure ! — Her bared (boul- 
ders and arms, fo inimitably fair and lovely : Her 
fprcad hands croiTcd over her charming neck ; yet 
not half concealing its glofly beauties : The fcanty 
coat, as (he role, from me, giving the whole of her 
admirable fhape, and fine-turnM limbs: Her eyes 
running over, yet feeming to threaten future ven-^ 
geance : And at lafl her lips uttering what every in- 
dignant look and glowing feature portends d j ex- 
claiming as if I had done the worft I could do, and 
vowing never to forgive me ; wilt thou wonder if I 
rc;fumed the incenled, the already too-much-provoked 
Fair-one ? 
I did J and clafped her once more to my bofom r 

Butj 
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But^ confidering the delicacy of her frame^ her force 
was amaziogy and {hewed how much in earneft fhe 
was in her refcntment ; for it was with the utmoft 
difficuhy that I was able to hold her : Nor could I 
« prevent her Aiding through mj arms^ to fall upon her 
knees: Which fhe did at mv feet: And there, ia 
the anguifh of her fouU her ftreaming eyes lifted up 
to my face with fupplicating Toftnefs, hands folded^ 
diflievelled hair ; for h^r night head-drefs having fall* 
en off in her ftruggling, her chariping trelTes fell 
down in niturally fining ringlets, as if officious to 
conceal the dazzling beauties of ]^er neck and (houl- 
ders ; her lovely bofom tooi lieaving with fighs, and 
broken fobsj as if to aid her quivering lipSj in plead- 
ing for her — In this manner* but when her grief 
gave way to her fpeech, in words, pronounced with 
that emphatical propriety^ which didinguinies this ad* 
inirable creature in her elocution from all the women 
I ever heard fpeak ; did (he Implore my xompaflion^ 
and my honour. 

' Confider me, dear Lovelace/ [dear was her 
charming words J] * on my knees I beg you to con* 

* fider me, as a poor creature who has no proce<^r 

* but Tou ; who has no defence but your Honour : 
' By that Honour ! By your Humanity ! By all you 
*. have vowed I I conjure you nbt to make me abhor 

* myfclf I — Not to make me vile in my own eyes !' 

I mentioned the morrow as the happieft day of my 
Jifc. 

Tell me not of to-morrow* If indeed you mean 
me honourably. Nowt This very inftant NOW! 
you muft (hew it^ and begone I You. can never in 
a whole long life repair the evils you may NOW 
make roe fufirer. 

Wicked wretch !— Infolent villain !.-- Yes, i^c called 
me infolent villain, altho' fo much in my power I 
And for what ? — only for kiffing [vjtth fnjjian indeed) 
her inimitable neck, her lips, her cbccksi her fo^^- 

R 5 XiJClk^: 
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head» aod her ftreaxning eyes, as this afTemblage of 
beauties offered itfelf at once to my ravifhcd fight i 
(be contiDuiDg kneeling at my fieet, as I fat. 

If 1 am z viUaini* Madam — And then my grafpiog, 
but trembling hand — I hope I did not hurt the ten- 
dered and lovelieft of all her beauties — If I am 2t vil- 
lain. Madam — 

She tore my ruffle, fhrunl^ from my happy hand, 
with amazing force and agility, as with my other 
arm I would have encircled htr waift. 

Indeed you are ! — The worft of vill lios ! — Help ? 
dear blejQTed people ! and fcreamed — No help for a 
poor creature ! — 

Am I then a villain, Madam >-^Am I then a vil» 
lain, fay you ? — and chfpcd both ray arms about her, 
offering to raife her to my bounding heart. 

O no !^ — And yet you arc! — And again I washer 
Atfr Lovelace ! — Her hands again claiped over her 
charming bofom : — Kill me! — Kill me! — If I am 
odious enough in your eyes, to defcrve this treat* 
nicnt ; and Iwill thank you ! — Too long, much too 
long, has my life been a burden to me I — Or, wildly 
looking all around her, give me but the means, and 
I^will inflanily convince you, that my fianour Is 
dearer to me than my Life ! 

Then, with ftill folded hands, and frcfli-flrcaming 
eyes, I was her blcjjcd Lovelice; and fhe would 
thank me with her lateft breath, if I would permit 
her to make that preference, or free her from further 
Sndignitie?. 

1 fat lufpendcd for a moment : By my Soul, thought 
I, thou art, upon full proof, an angel and no wo» 
mat) ! St ill; however, clofe clafping her to my bo- 
iom, as I had raiftd her from her knees, fhe again 
fi il 'hrough my arms, anddropt upon them : — * See, 

* M» Loveliite !-^Good God, that I (hould live to 

* fee this hour, and to bear this treatment ! — Sec at 

* jour feet a poor wc^iure^ imploring your pity. 
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' who, for your fake, is abandoned of all the world ! 
^ Lee not mf^Father's curfe tlyjs dreadfully operate I 

* Be not you the infliAer. who have besn the caufe^ 

* of it ! Burt (pare me, I befeech you fpare me ! — 
' For how have I deferved this treatment from you i 

* — "for your own Jake y \i not fov my faki^^ and as you • 

* would that God Almight^r, in your laft hour» . 

* ihould have mercy upon you^ fpare m^ J-— 

What heart but muii have been penetrated ? 

I would again have raifed the dear fupplicant from ' 
her knees ^ h\ix (he would not be raifed,^ till my > 
foftened mind, (he faid, had yielded to her prayer, 
and bid her rajfe to be innocent.- 

Rife then, mv angel i Rife, and be what you arc, • 
and all you wifh to be ! Only pronounce me par- 
doned for what has pafled^ and tell me you will con- 
tinue to look upon me with that eye of favour and 
ftrcnity which I have been blcflcd with for iomc dajf 
pad, and 1 i^ill fubmit to my beloved cooquereis, 
whofe .power never was at fo- great an height with* - 
me, as now, and retire to niy apartment. ♦ 

God Almighty, faid ihe, hear your prayers in your* 
moil arduous momenta, as you have heard mine 1 
And now leave me, this moment leave me, to my 
own rccolIe<ft:'on : In that you will leave me to mifeiy 
enough, and more than you- ought to wiih to your 
bittercft enemy. 

Impute not every- thing, my bed Beloved, to de» 
iign \ for defign it was not'-^ 

O Mr. Lovelace ! 

Upon my Soul, Madam; the fire was real— ^[^//i 
fqit was. Jack /] The houie, my deareft Life, might 
have been coniumed by it, as you will be coovinccd 
in the morning by ocular demon (Iration* 

O Mr. Lovelace I — 

Let my paffion for you. Madam, and the unex- 
pc^ed meeting of you at your chamber-door, in an 
auitude Co charming — 

R 6 ^-^ 
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Leave mei leave me^ (bb momeott— I befeech 
yo«» iMve me) looking wildlj and ia coofufioa 
aboot her» aod upon heclclf* * 

Excnfe ine^ deareft cveaturc« for thole liberties' 
vhicht ioooeent a» they were, .your . too great deli- 
cacy OMf make jQU- take amifiH- 

jflo more I No more l'-*Leave mct !• bcftecb yoo f 
Agpiin looking -upoq berfdfi and around herfio a 
fweet coofofioo— Begone I Aegonel— 

Then weeping,. £b ftmgglcd Tehemently to with- 
' draw her handt> which all the while I- held between 
nine^^-Her ftrugglesl^-O what addiclonai charmt, 
as I now reficA, did bea ftrngalet give to every fea^ 
tore, every limb^ of a pcrTon to fueeily eleg^nc add 
lovely ! 

ImpoffiUe, my dearcft Lifci till yon pronounce 
my pardon l^^^ay bur you forgive me f-— Say but you 
forgive mcl 

i befeech you, begone! Leave metomvfclF, that 
I may think what I eandoy and what I aught tp do. 

That, my deared creature, i$ not enough. You 
muft tell roe, that I am forgiven ; that you will fee 
me to-morrow, as if nothing had happened. 

And then I clafped her again in my arma^ hoping 
Ihe would 001 forgive roc— 

I will — I do forgive you — Wretch that you arc ! 
Nay, my Clarifla I And is it fuch a reluAant pav« 
^on, mingled with a word fo upbraiding, that 1 am 
to b^ put off witb, when you arc thus [clafping her 
clo'e to me] in my power ? 
I do, 1 do forgive you I 
Heaitily? 
Yc , heartily I 
Aod freely i 
Freely! 

And ^ ill you look upon me to-morrow as if no- 
thing had pafl*ed i 
Yes, yes! 
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I cannot take tbefe peevi(h affimatiTef^ fo much 
like intentional negatives I— Say you will, upon your 
honour. 

Upon my honour^ then— O now, begone ! be* 
gone I — And never-never — 

Whati never, my angel 1— Is this forgivenefs? 

Never^ faid (he, let what has paffed be remem* 
bered more ! 

I infixed upon one kifs to fell my pardon — And 
retired like a fool^ a woman's fopl, as I was!-— I 
fneakingly retired 1— Couldft thou have believed it ? 

But I had no fooner entered my own apartment, 
thani reflecting upon the opportunity I had loft| and 
that all I bad gained was but an encrcafc of my own 
difEcuhies \ and upon the ridicule I (hould meet with 
below upon a weaknefs fo much out of my ufual cba« 
raAer} I repencedy apd haftened back> in hope, 
that through the diflireff of mind whkh I left her in, 
(he had not fo foon faftened the door ) and I was 
fully refolved to execute all my purpofes, be the 
confequcnce what it would i for, thought I, I have 
already finned beyond cordial forgivenefs, I doubt ; 
and if fits and defperation enfue, I can but marry at 
laftf and then I (hall make her amends. 

But I was juftly puni(bed; — for her door was faft : 
And hearing her figh and fob| as if her heart would 
bur(V, My beloved creature, faid I, rappins gently 
[her robbings then ceafing] I want but to lay three 
words to you. which muft be the moft accepuble 
you ever beard from me. Let me dot you but for 
one moment. 

I thought I heard her coming to open the door, 
and my heart leapt in that hope } but it was only to 
draw another bolt, to make it flill the fafter y and 
ihe either could not or would not anfwer me, but 
retired to the further end of her apartment, to her 
dofet probably : And more like a fool than before, 
again 1 foeaked away. __ ^ 
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This was my Mine, my Plot I— And this was sU 
I made of it I 

I love her mors thao everj — Aod well I may I — 
Never faw I poHflied ivory fo beautiful as her arms 
tod (houlders ; never touched I velvet fo foft as httr 
flJnt her virgin bofom— O Belfbrd, ihe is«ll per- 
feAbnl— 'Then fuch -an elegance !^Iti her ftrug- 
glingJofing her Ihoe (but juft dipt on,- as I told thee) 
her pretty foot equally #hi^ aod delicate a» the h«ftd • 
ef any other woman, or even as her own iMind-f 

But ft eft' tbott oot|' that I^have acltim of merit^ 
for a graee that every body hitherto had dedifed me ? 
Aod that is, fiBT'* capacity of being movedby prayers 
and tears-*- Wnere, where, on this occafioa, was the 
CdlhiS^ where the Fliot| by which my heart was faid 
to-be furrounded 7 

This, indeed, is the firft inftance. in the -like* cafe^ « 
that iever I was* wrought upon Bat why ? Becaujk - 
I never befere encountered a rejfinnce Jo much in ear^ - 
n^Jl : A refiftance, in fkort, fo irrefiftiblc. 

What a triumph has her Sex obfained in mf . 
thoughts by this trial, and this refinance ? 

But if fhc can now forgive ctic-^Canl — She mufi. 
Has fhe not, upon her honour already done it ? — But 
how will fhedfar creature keep that part of her pro- 
mife, which* engages her to fee me ia the mormog . 
as if nothing had happened ? 

She would give the world, I fancy, to have the firft < 
interview over. — She had not beft reproach me— 
Yet not*to reproach me! — What a charming puzzle! 
—Let her break her word with roe a,t her peril. Fly 
me fhe- cannot — No appeals lie from my tribunal — 
What friend has fhe in the world, if my compaffion 
exert hot icfclf in her favour ?— ^rtd then the wor- 
thy Captain Tomlinfon, and her Uncle fi^rlowtey 
will be able to make all up for me, be my next of- - 
fence what it win. 
^^^9 to thy apprehcn&Qtk^ ^i V^t committing any 
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raflinefs upon hcrfelf, whatever (he might have done 
in her paffion if flie could have fcized upon her fcil- 
fars, or found any other weapon, I dare fay, there is 
no fear of that from her deliberate mind. A man 
has trouble enough with thefe truly pious, and truJy 
virtuous g\v\9 [^N$w I believe there arefuch']\ he had 
need to have fome benefit from^ fome fecurity in^ 
the rectitude of their minds. 

In fliort, I fear nothing in this. Lady but Grief: 
Yet thai*s ^ flow worker, you know; and gives time 
to pop in a little Joy between itsSullen Fits. 
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XX. From the fume. With Mr Lovelace's written Propofals. Her 
obfcrvations on the cold conclufion of them. He knows not what 
every wife man knows, of the pfudene and delicacy required in aWifc. 

XXI. From the fame. Mr. Lovelace prtffcs for the day ; yet makes a 
propofal, which muft neceifarily occafion a delay. Her unreferved and 
^ ithetic anfwer to it. He is affccied by it. She rejoices that he ii 
penetrable. i]t preHes for her inftint refoluticr. ; but at the fame 
time infinuates delay, Seehg her difplc.j/cdf he urj.cs for the morrow : 
But before flic can an twer, gives her the alternative of other days. 
Yet, wanting', to rtwjrd himfclf, as if he had obliged her, flie rc- 
puifes him on a liberty he would have taken. He is enraged. Her 
melancholy itflcdliuns on her future profpevSls with fuch a man- 
The moral fi:e dedu cs from her ftsry [ .tI A"o/f , defending her conduct 

from the ccnfure wh'uh f^imc have p''jfed 'ipr>n her a over-mcc.^ 
Extracts froni four of his letters . Jn which he glories in his cruelty. 
JHardheartcdncls he owns to beanefl'cntial of the Libertine charatSltr. 
Edjojs the confufum o£ a fvv\e vi->tw^w* ^\s ji^oftrophc to Virtue. 
A/h^ir.cd of bciriS, viiibW affcSlcd, ~^^'A'g»:i^.■^•gi^^u'^\\<.\^vi\\^^i^^V.C^a- 
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him. Will fteel his own heart, that he may cut through a rock of ice 
to hers. The women afrefh infligate him to attempt her virtue. 

XXir. Mifi Htive, To Clarifa. h enraged at his delays. Will think 
of feme fcheme to get out of his hands. Has no notion that he 
csn §r dare to mean her dijhonour* Wotnen do not naturally hate fuch 
men as Lovelace. 

XX in. Belfordt To Lovelace. Warmly efpoufes the Lady's caufe. No- 
thing but vanity and noETrcrnfe in the wild purfuits of Libertines. For 
his own fake, for his family's fake, and for the fake of their com- 
mon humanity, he befeeches him to do the Lady juftice. 

XXIV. Lord M.',To Mr. Belford^ A proverbial Letter in the Lady *$ 
favour. 

XXV. Lovehce^ To Belford* He ludicriioufly turns Belford's argu- 
ments agait:ft him. Rtilflance inflames him. IVhy the Gallant i$ 
preferred to the Husbgrtd. Gives a ^^iccc of advice to married women. 
Subftance of his Letter to Lord M. defiring him to give the Lady to 
him in peifon. His view in this Letter. Ridicules Lord M. for his 
proverbs. Ludicrous advice to Bclford in relation to his dying Uncle. 
V hat ph>ficians iliould do when a patient is given over. 

XX VL Beffordt To Lovelace. Sets forth the folly, the inconvenience, 
the impolicy of KtEp IN G, and tlie preference of Marriage^ 
upon the foot of their own principles, as Libertines. 

XXVII. Lovelace, To Belford, Aflfcdls to miftake the intention of 
Belford's Letter, and thanks him for approving his prefent fchemes* 
The Sedudion-prvgrcfi is more delightful to him, he fay?, than the 
Crowniitg'aff. 

XXVIII. From the fart:e. All extremely happy at prefent. Con- 
trives a converfation for the Lady to overhear. Platonic Love^ how it 
generally ends. Will get her to a Flay : Likes not- Tragedies. A^?! 
too much feeling, \^ hy men of hii caj} prefer Comedy to Tragedy. 
The Nymphs and Mrj, Sinclair, and all their acquaintance^ of the 
fame mind. Other artifiies of his. Could he have been admitted in 
ber hours ofdiJhalVle end beadlcj/hefs, he had been long ago Mafter of 
his wishes. His view in getting her to a Flay. , A Play, and a Col- 
lation afterwards greatly befriend a Lover's dcfigus. And why. She 
confeuts to go with him to fee the Tragedy of \ enicc Frefervcd, 

XXIX* CljriJJ'i, To Mifs Howe. Gives the paiticulars of the overheard 
converfation. Thinks her profpe(Sb& a little mended. Is -willing- /• 
compound for tolerable afpemrauces, and to hope^ -when rcdjan for hope 
offers. 

XXX. Mifi Howe., To Clarjfa. Her fcheme of Mrs. Townfend, It 
not for encouraging dealer in prohibited goods. And why. Her hu- 
morous treatrecnt of Hickniau on confultiog him upon Lovelace's 
propufals of Settlements. 

XXXI. From the fane- Her account of Antony Harlowt*s addrefs to 
her Mother, and of whit pulled on her Mother's communicating it 
to her. Copy of Mrs. Howe's Anfwcr to his Letter. 

XXXII. XXXUl. Ifvelcce, To B elf old. Ci mcs at fcvcral Letters of 
Mffs Howe He is now more adured of GlarilTa. th^sx^n^.. VwniA. 
why,. Sparkling eyes, wlut l\ic"j \udk^vc. 'bVv^ >8A.v^'* VvsviX^v- 
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flance. Repeated tnJiig^tuKi frim :he •women. Account of the Let- 
ten he has come at. All rjge aud revenge upon the contents of 
iheni. Meni'-'et Hickman. W'iihei Mifs Howe bad ccme up t$ 
titutt, a • flie threatenc cl. 

3&XX1V. OdTl/Pi, To Mxjs Hive. 1% terrified by him. Difclaitns 
Prudery. Bcgo of Mif^ f lowe to perFetft her fcheme, that (he nuj 
leave hitn. She thinks her temper changed for the trorfe* Treoihlet 
to look back upon his encroachments. Is afrai(J, on the clofe fclf- 
eiimination trhich her calarnitie s hate raufed her to make, that even 
in the bi.'(V actions of I>cr pad life (he has not been quite free from 
iccret pride, &c. Tears ahnoil in two the anfwer the had written to 
his PropolaU. Intend 5 to ^o out next day and not co returp. Her 
further intentions 

XXX \'. Lavelacf, To Belford. Meets the Lady at breakfaft. Flings 
tlie tea-cup ^nd fawcer over his head. The occafion. Alarms and 
terrifies her by his free addrefs. Romping^ the ufe of it to a Lover. 
"Will trjrif (he will not yield to aigbtly fmrprizes. A Uon-bearted 
Lady where her honour is concerned* Muft have ft'ourfe to bis 
mafter-Jirckes, Fable of the Sun and North Wind« Mrs Fretch- 
Yille*s houfe an embarrafs. He gives that pretended Lady the Small- 
Poz. Other contrivances in his head to hriug Clariffa back^ *f fif 
Jbould get aivay, Mifs Howe*s fcheme of Mrs Townfend \%y he fays, 
a fword hanging over his head. He mufi change bis meMjures to Tender 
it- abortive. He is of the true Lady-make* What tihat is. An- 
other cooverfation between rhem. Her apoftrophe to her Father* 
He is temporally moved. Dorcas gives him notice of a paper ihe 
has come at, and is tranfcribing. In oider to detain the Lady, he 
prc.Tcs for the day Mifs Howe he fanrie<; in love with him. And 
why. He fees ClarilTa does not bate him- 

XXXVI. From tbefime. Copy of ihe tranfcribed paptfr. It proves to 
be her torn Anfwer to his Propofals. Meeknefs the glory of a 
w^mao. Ludicrous image of a termagant V ife. He had better 
never to have fccn this paper. Has very ftrong remorfcs. Paints 
them in lively colours. Sets forth the Lady's iianfcendent virtue, 
and greatncfs of mind. Surprifed into thcfe arguments in her fa- 
vour, by his Confcience Puts it to flight. 

XXXVII. From ihe fame, Mennell fcruples to aid him further in his 
dcHgns. Vapourifh people the phylical tribe's milk-cows. Advice 
to the Faculty. Has done with his projc<5t about Mrs. Fretchville*s 
houfe. The Lady fufpe<Sks him. A feafonablc Letter for him from 
his CouHn Charlotte. Sends up the Letter to the Lady. She writes 
to Mifs Howe, upon peruClng it, to fufpend for the prefent her ap- 
plication to Mrs. rownfend. 

XXXVIII. From the fame. An Interview all placid and agreeable. 
Now is he in a train. All he now waits for, is a Letter from Lord 
M. Inquiries after their Marriage by a (Iranger of good appearance* 
The Lady aLirmed at them. 

XXXIX. From the fame, Curfeshis Uncle for anotlier proverbial Letter 
he hzs fcnt him. Petmiis tVvc L.^d^ x.o fee it. Nine womea in ten 
"■^at fall, fall, he fays, tbro" tbew o-wn {au\\. 

IfdM's charaacrifiii Letter. Vft> 
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"^XLl Lovelace^ To BeJftrd. The Lady now comes to blm ai the 
Jirft ivord. Triumph* in her fweetne/s of t em fiery and on her pa^ 
. tience v/itb b'tm.-'?\xi% bis writings into Counfellor Williams's hands, 
to prepare Settlements. Shall »ww be hubly armed. Boafls of his con- 
•.<rivanccs in petto. Brings patterns to her. Propofcs Jewels. Ad- 
»;mire$ her for her prudence with regard to what he puts her upou 
doing for her Norton. Wbat b'u PFifc muft Do and Be. She declines 
a public Wedding. Her dutiful reafons. She is willing to difpeafe 
With Lord M's prefcnce. He writes to Lord M. accf»rdingly. 
JExtraff from a Letter of Chrijfa. After giving Mifs Howe an account ^ 
of the prefent favourable appearances, Hie delires her to keep to 
*lierfelf all fuch of the particulars which he has communicated to 
her as may difcredit Mr. Lovelace. 
XLII. Lovtlace^ To Belford. His projedlcd plot to revenge himfclf 

upon Mifs Howe. 
XLIII. From tb^fame. Frefh contrivance^ crouJ In upon all him. He 
{he be very fick on the monow. And why. Women below im- 
pertinently reproachfbl. He will be no man's fucccilbr. Will not 
take up with harlots. His (lory of the French Marquife* 
XLIV. From tbefahJf' An agreeable airing with the Lady. Delight- 
fully cafy flic. Obfequioufly refpcdtful he. Mifs Hc/we's f,lot now 
no longer bis terror. . Gives th« particul ars of their rgreeable con- 
verfation while abroad. 
XLV. From tbe famel An account of his Ipecacuanha- plot. In- 
Arudts Dorcas hpw to a<5t furprize and terror. Monofyllables and 
TrifylUbles to '(^hat likened. Politenefs lives not m a dorm. Pro- 
damation cri'cs Tbe lady now be fees loves him. J-er generous ten- 
dcrnefs for him. He has now credit for a new fcore. Defies Mrs. 
Tovfnfend. 
XLVI. C/flrj^, To Mifs Howe. AcVnowUges tendernefi for Lovekce. 

Love for a man of errors punifliable. 
XLVII. Lovelace^ To Belford. Sufpicious inquiry after him and the 
Lady, by a fcrvant in livery from one Captain Tomlinfoo. Her ter- 
rors on th«0€Gaiion. His alarming management. She refolvetnot 
tM ftir abroad. He exults upon her not being willing to leave bim, 
XLVIII. XLIX. From tbe fame. Arrival of Captain Tomlinfoo, 
with a pretended commiffion from Mr. John Harlowe, tofeton 
foot a general Reconciliation, provided he can be convinced that 
they are a<flually married. Different converfations on this occa- 

•fion. -The Lady infifts that the truth be told to Tomlinfon. 

She carries her point, tho* to the difappointroent of one of hit 
private views. He forms great hopes of fuccefs from the cffcfts of 
his Ipecacuanha contrivance. 
L. From the fame. Idc makes fuch a fair reprefentatioA to Tomlia- 
foa of the fituation between him and the Lady, behaves fo plauli- 
hly, and makes in Overture fo generous, thutjbe is all kindnefs and 
unrcferve to bim. Her affeWtng exultation on ber amended proffers. 
His unnfual ienlibility upon it. Reflection on the ipod ^C^Ols. ^^ 
Education. Pride an excellent fub(\itaxc \)Ck nvlVoa. 
U. J^rm thffmc. Who TomUarott u, ^v^^:^ um^wsI^^^^^ ^ 
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]t6kf in order to eiplain his delirai by anrweriag the objeifdonsi 
John Harlowe a fly fioner. Hard hearted realbns for giving the La* 
dy a gleam of joy. lUudrated by a ftory of two Sovereigns at war. 

EstrsBs frcm CUrljui Letter to Mifi Ho-we. She rejoices in her pre 

fcnt agreeable profpe^s Attributes much to Mr. Hickman* Dt- 

fcribes Captiin Tomlinfon. Gives a character of Lovelace [fTbUb 

is ne'rjjary to be et tended to; efpecially by thefe who have tbrngU 

fatfeurahly of him for fome of bis liberal mBious^ and bardfy ofber 

for the dijhuce fie at firjf kept bim at], 

LI I. Lovelace, To Belford. Letter from Lord M. His further arts 
and precautions. His bapp^ day prormfed to -bejboiu His opinion of 
the clergy, and of goiog to church. Sbe pities every^body who "wantt 
pity. Loves every-body. He owns he fbould be the happieft of men, 
could he get over his prejudices againft Matrimony* Draughts of 
Settlemenu. Ludicroufly Accounts for the reafon why fhe refufct 
to hear them read to her. Law and Gofpcl two difierent things, 
Sally flings her handkerchief in his face* 

LI if. From tbe fame. Has made the Lady more than once look a- 
bout her. She owns thit he is more than indifferent to her. Checks 
him with fweetnefs of temper for his encroaching freedoms. Her 
proof of true Love. He ridicules the notion of Marriage-purity. 
Severely refledls upon public freedoms between Men and their 
"Wives. Advantage he once made upon fuch an occafion. Has 
been after a Licence. Difficulty in procuring one. Great faults and 
great virtues often in the fime perfon. He is willing to believe that 
women have no fouls. His whimHcal reafons^ 

LI V. From tie fame. Aim oft dcfpairs of fuccceding (as he had hoped) 
by Love and Gcntlcnefs. Praifcs hermodcfty. His encroaching free- 
doms rcfcnted by her. THE\VoMAN,licobrcrves,-wHO resen'TS 

NOT INITIATORY FRFEDOMS, MUST BE LOST, Hc TCafOM, 

in his free way, upon her delicacy. Art of the Eaftern Monarchs. 

LV. From the fame. A Letter from Captain Tomlinfon make* a// 
up. Her Uncle Harlowe's pretended propofal, big -with art and 
plaufible delufion. She acquiefces in it. He writes to the pretended 
Tomlinfon, on an afFccfling hint of hers, requefting that her Uncle 
Harlowe would in perjon give his Nicre to him ; or permit Tom- 
linfon to be his proxy on the occafion — And now for a little 
niinc, he fays, which he has ready to fpring 

LVi. Belford, To Lovelaie- Again carncftly cxpofiulates with hire In 
the Lady's favour. Remembers and applauds the part flie bore in 
the converfation at his collation. The frothy wit of Libertines how 
dcfpicable. Cenfurcs the folly, the weakncfs, the groflncfs, the 

• tinpermanency of fenfual love. Calls fome of his contrivances trite, 
ftale, and poor. Bcfeeches him to remove her from the vile houie. 
^oiv many dreadful fortes could the horrid Snclair tell the Sex t 
Serious reflecftion on the dying State of his Uncle. 

A-Vlf, Lovelace, Tfi Belfcrd. Cannot yet procure a Licence. Has fc- 
fured a retreat, if not vidlory. Defends inangcrthefimplicityof his 
inventive contrivance*. Ijnicisw^otiKis general defence, compared 

^*"'h the principles and pia^\ce%o^ otVjer UWVwt^ A^^xocs and war- 
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ten years cohabitation. Caution to thofe who would cen- 
him. Had the Sex made T'lrtue a recomtMncbiitn to tbthr favour^ 
ays, he ihould have bad a grater regard to his morals than 
las had. ^ 

• Lovelace, To Beiford, Preparative to his fprioging his little 
e, as he calls it. Loves to vrrite to tbe'moment* Alarm begins, 
d^edly terrified. 

From the fame. The Lady frighted out of her bed by dreadful 

• of Fir^. She awes him into decency. On an extorted pro- 
: of forgivenefs> he leaves her. Repenting, he returns ; but 
s her door faftened, 'What a triumph has her Sex obtained by 
Virtue ! But how will fhc fee him next morning, as he has 
le her promife ? Exults in the puzzle he has given her. " 



END •/"Vol. IV. 
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